Bene-Israel women plucking fruits for oil pressing in Raigad, India
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The illustrated Poona (Pune) Haggadah in Marathi and Hebrew, 1874. Photo credit: Shulie Madnick

1874

Taken from a Haggadic
Written
In
Marathi
And
Hebrew

How to make the
Matza round
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http://www.foodwanderings.com/2020/05/biblical-rituals-and-passover.html

N
Simha Apthekar (Bene Israel)

—~

basket

sieving flour the community's Matzoh in a basket.
matzot (unleavened bread) e
before the festival of blood, and strike it on the two
Passover side posts and on the upper o ,
door post of the houses, wherein Discovering the Passover Traditions of India's Largest Jewish
they shall eat it.” Community - Food - Haaretz.com

Hannah Ramrajkar (Bene Israel) is kneading the (matzah) dough.
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Cleaning Our Hearts for Pesach

Leo Daniels

Everyone gets that cleaning the house for Passover is a hassle. Having to go through all the
cabinets, sweep, vacuum, mop (many Bene-Israel, they will re-plaster the walls!) is no fun.

But it’s an opportunity to do a spiritual cleaning, as well.
So where do we start?

The truth is that cleansing the heart is a lifelong process. But because we get a special blessing on
Passover, we have to take advantage of it. So let’s focus on two qualities that make the biggest
messes: anger and jealousy. How do | clean my heart of those?

Fixing anger begins with understanding that everything comes from God, the good and the
challenging. When | get angry and blame other people for things, | attribute a power to them that
they simply don’t have. This is why the sages compare anger to idol worship! Would you liked to be
called idol worshiper?

Fixing jealousy is by knowing that God never runs out of blessings. Whatever you need, there is
plenty more of it in heaven. The more we realize God can do anything, the more we come to
understand that the person I’'m jealous of didn’t take my portion. Didn’t marry my soulmate. Didn’t
give birth to my child and they just cannot take your blessing.

They say that the loudest sound in the world is the sound of a habit being broken.

It’s difficult. But so worth it because when we fix our hearts, we fix the entire world.
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Shaniwar Teli is a term used to refer to the Bene Israel community in India. They are known as “Saturday oil pressers” in Marathi
because they abstained from work on the Jewish Sabbath. They also practiced circumcision, recited the Shema on ceremonial
occasions, celebrated several major festivals, and observed Jewish dietary laws. Later called as Bene-Israel community and now know
in Israel as Indian Immigrants (Israeli-Indians).
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Letters

Leo,

A big function was held by IOBI
along with IJF some years ago
where it was decided to
preserve Navgaon cemetery
along with a local politician
leader who owns PNP ferry
service from gateway to
mandwa.

| contributed XY thousand Rs.
towards this to the Indian
Jewish Federation IJF for this
project.

We have no updates on this so
far. So | am reluctant to give
any more money towards this
project.

| paid to the INDIAN JEWISH
FEDERATION member who
issued a receipt to me after a
month.

Several donations were given at
the farm house residence of
Jonathan Solomon at Mandwa.

The Indian Jewish Federation is
headed by Ezriel Penkar and its
Chairman is Jonathan Solomon.
David Talegaonkar is Secretary.

Many others too have made
donations for this purpose. But
we have no idea what was
collected and how much more
is required.

The local political leader had
asked to make an estimate of
how much money is required to
repair / rebuilt the (new
Menorah landmark) and he will
help with the balance money
after the community
contributions are made
available to get the estimates.

It is not possible that enough
money was not collected to
estimate the cost of repairs or
rebuilding a new landmark as
Menorah (a Jewish Landmark).

We think the present landmarks does not represent a Jewish
Landmark and should be replaced with a Menorah. It will cost the
same amount to place a new Jewish landmark rather than
repairing the landmark that has so Jewish significance.

Writer is a responsible & popular member of the community and
represents views expressed in many of the messages and phone
calls we have received on this subject. We could not print all.
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Sulmith & Leo,

Regarding the state of the
monument in Navagao.

Please don't promote this
project unless you get valid
explanation on the delay of the
project which was deemed
urgent by IJF along with IOBI in
2018.

Five years have passed without
any progress or explanation.

Who will want to contribute to
this project again and again if
this is the present status?

It is sad that money collected
for the said purpose is being
held up by IJF and IOBI without
giving any updates on the
same.

No transparency amounts to a
sense of tardiness and distrust
among community members.

Money kept separately for
what?

These monies were to be
utilized to repair the
monument, and the local
politician was to put extra
money required.

Even Herzl Honker and his
father were present at the
event and should carry out the
repairs asap.

Until the community does not
get the list of donors and
amount’s donated and the
total amount that is available.

In last five years the value of
the money is reduced at least
by 50%. Who is responsible for
this?

We hope IJF & IOBI make
transparent this account.

Further what is happening with
the money collected by IOBI? If
IJF was collecting the money,
why was I0BI collecting
money. They said they will
send receipts to everyone once
|OBI stationary will be printed.

IOBI promised next meeting in
Israel in next six months and
then everything went on silent
mode. The whole idea
disappeared. No one spoke of
it any more. No accounts were
ever given or any receipts were
sent.

Why are you asking money for
a project for which community
has already paid and are

waiting to see repairs to start?

Please don't promote this
project.

This writer too is a respectable
member of our community in
India.

1

WHERE IS OUR
MONEY?
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The only memorial of the Bene-
Israel in Navgao is rotting and
needs repairs and restoration.
The community does not have
S100K to $200K needed to
repair it.

Some are of the opinion to
discard the old monument and
make a new, a more Jewish
monument instead, like a
Menorah, the symbol of the
state of Jews; Israel. When you
look at the present monument,
no where you get an impression
of it being a Jewish Landmark.
This new monument too could
cost about $100K to $200K and
you will get a real Jewish
symbol, as it should be meant
to.

In either case nothing can be
done unless funds are available
either for repairs or for new
monument.

On the other hand, there is a
need for road expansion in
Bandra and our old un-used
Bene-Israel graveyard can
become part of this future
expanded road.

Should the community give up
the old graveyard and use the
money for the repair or building
a new monument in Navgao?

Sarah Joseph

Hi Sarah,

We have checked if this
possibility is feasible. Following
is the reply we have received
from the Hon. Secretary of the
Indian Jewish Federation
Advocate David Talagaokar;
B.M.C. will give alternative
land for Jewish Cemetery. They
will not give monies. David T

Need $100,000
For restoration

Contaot Raigad Jowish
Arnraciation
+921 QU224 11990

To Shaniwar Teli,

My grandparents were Bene-Israel and
since | grew up under influence of my
grandmother of my mother, who was a
strict Bene-Israel tradition follower, |
too feel Jewish and want to part of the
Bene-Israel community.

Before the death of Rabbi Diviker of
Jerusalem | was in contact with him and
he was going to guide me how I could
immigrate to Israel. But since he
expired, my case is also stuck
somewhere in his papers.

Please guide me what should | do to
immigrate to Israel. My parents had
given me and my sister non Jewish
names and family name. All my
documents are therefore in alien names
and not Jewish names.

We live in Assam.
Ravi Ahuja

We suggest you contact
Rabbi Joshua Kolet
from Israel.

His WhatsApp number is:
+972526060394
E-mail:
rabbijkolet@hotmail.com
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Bene-Israel going to Dubai
Dear Leo,
As all of us Israeli’s love traveling
outside Israel (Turkey & Europe),
with Dubai opening to Israeli
citizens, everyone started rushing to
this new destination.

We too went to Dubai with
excitement. However | would like
our people to realize that in Dubai
you will find many Muslims from
Pakistan, SriLanka Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, and Kerala. They speak
Hindi /Urdu. Though the Dubai
government has open ways for
Israelis the local Muslim population
disapproves of this move. Even
though they are not citizens there
their population is in millions and
you come across them everywhere.

It is my advice to be very careful.
Especially don’t let ladies go alone to
toilets or markets. Women are
kidnapped for prostitution and there
is no one who can help you. The
authorities will side only their law.

We are free people but Dubai is an
evil place if you are not careful.
Solomon Isaac




Editorial’s Desk

Shaniwar -Teli team would like to inform all our readers that we
have put a Disclaimer for all the articles which are received by us
from the individuals. We just print it in our E- newsletter. The
views expressed do not represent the opinion of the Shaniwar-Teli
team nor is it written by any of our team members.

Various events have taken place in these few months.

The Etz- Haeem Synagogue in Mumbai has gifted four Safer Torah
to the Succoth Shalom Synagogue Pune on the 8th of January
2023. On the 26th of March 2023 the Beth-El Synagogue of Panvel
will receive a Safer Torah which has been donated by Mrs. Sima
and Mr. Nachson Nigrekar of Yavne Israel in memory of their
parents Mr. Moshe and Mrs. Yerusha Nigerakar.

The Marathi Gaurav Bhasha Divas was celebrated on the 27th of
February 2023 in Ashdod. It was attended by eminent Indian
Jewish personalities as well as by the Indian Embassy personals as
well as the Deputy Major of Ashdod.

Israel also helped Turkey when it was devastated by an
earthquake on the 6th of February.

We would like to congratulate Mr. Levi Reuben who was honored
as a Top Educator.

The President of India Draupadi Munnu addressed the 17th
Pravasi Bharatiya Divad convention in Indore Madhya Pradesh.
The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas or the Day for Non- Residents Indians
is commemorated annually on the 9th of January. It renews and
strengthens linkages of overseas Indians to their place of origin.

This award is to commemorate the contribution of the Indian
diaspora. It also creates a better understanding of Indian abroad.
It supports Indian cause and works for the welfare of the local
Indian community. This year this prestigious award was conferred
on Ms. Reena Pushakaram a prominent restaurateur in Israel.

We wish to convey our sincere condolences to the family of Susan
E King the founder of Jewish Genealogy center. Her tremendous
contribution to the world of Jewish genealogy will be appreciated
forever.

We would like to wish all our readers a Happy Passover (Pesah).

Hats off to the two Pune synagogues to collect
thousands of rupees donation for Bayiti
Parents’ Home in Panvel.

Shulmith Charikar Ph.D.
Editor

Publisher’s Desk

This issue somehow is full of matter on the
Bene-Israel memorial in Raigad. Also with the
change of the year, everyone reported of their
elections except one. You can guess who!

Fair Elections has the power of ridding any
institution of its current diseases.

Wishing all our readers happy Passover holidays.

Elijah(Leo)
Daniels
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“Living Legend” of the Bene-Israel Community

This is the first time this title goes to an amazing group; Minyan Group

This group was recommended by our able team member Elijah Jacob who needs no introduction. Thank you Elijah.

Minyan Group was formed by two respected Bene-Israel’s; Mr. Solomon Rohekar and Mr. Daniel Joseph Bhonkar. They started this
innovative group (read their amazing story below) to serve the community. We salute such members who selflessly perform acts that
just touch your heart. God bless them and their family.

The Honorary Jewish Prayer (HJP) Group started about 6 years ago (in December 2016)

Some Community Members were worried that due to migration of our people from south Mumbai to
Thane (and beyond) & Israel-- the Synagogues in Mumbai city were not getting the Minyan for
Sabbath Prayers.

Thus there started a small group of people who wanted to have a Minyan in Synagogues. This group
would spend from their pockets to buy Kiddush, dates, bananas, snacks & tea at the

Synagogue. Slowly like-minded Community Members started rallying around and the group strength
grew to the present number that is 20.

Thus Kurla Prayer Hall, Panel Synagogue, New Synagogue (Shaare Rasson) started having Sabbath
Shacharith Prayers at least once a month. The Synagogue Committees also extended full cooperation
and took over the Kiddush, Snacks etc. upon themselves.

After the Chinese Virus (Corona) calamity suddenly it was noticed that other Synagogues also started
facing the Minyan problem. Hence, a video conference was called in 2022 and the problem was
discussed in detail with the Committees of Synagogues.

Now, our HJP Group members, who were all going to one Synagogue per week- were distributed to
3 other Synagogues-- namely- Etz Haeem Prayer Hall, Magen Hassidim Synagogue and
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List of current members of the Honorary Jewish Prayer (HJP) Group

Solomon Daniel
Rohekar
Daniel Joseph Bhonkar
Judah Daniel Sankar
Isaac Shellim
Shapurkar

Aaron Binyamin Thalkar

Isaac Dandekar

Binyamin Daniel Divekar
Gershon Shimshon
Nigrekar
Isaac Nowgaonkar
Aaron Reuben
Ameet Kolatkar

Joseph Malekar
Moses Massil
Noah Pingle
Nissim Sankar
Nissim Pingle
Ariel Belkar

Nathaniel
Shrivardhankar
Solomon Satamkar
Isaac Kelly
Solomon Palkar
Elias Herman
Hananiel Satamkar

Contact to join HJP
Group

Solomon Daniel
Rohekar
7718832909
90045 91792

JUDAH DANIEL SANKAR
8779176691
9820469572

SHAPOORKAR ISAAC
93 21 044647
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Tiphereth Israel Synagogue on weekly basis.
In-between another problem was noticed, that due to many reasons, Minyan had become a problem at the Cemetery too.

Our HJP Group immediately decided to request our Group Members to fulfill the requirements of Minyan at the Cemeteries. (Some of
our Group Members had even gone to Cemeteries outside Mumbai).

Synagogue Committees felt that they should recognize & acclaim the esteemed work undertaken by the honor HIP Group members.
But our Group firmly believes that this service is not for publicity purpose, but purely for the benefit of our Community and hence no
Felicitation should be taken.

One Israeli gentleman had even offered to donate a car to our Group to be used for the Minyan service, but we thanked him and
rejected the offer.

"Certain Synagogues didn't have ‘Readers’, especially of Torah portions of the Day.
So our Group brought into our fold those who were well versed in Hebrew and Torah reading.

Our HJP Group was invited to far-off places like PEN. We visited that Synagogue twice or thrice.

It was also pointed out that Residents of Barite (parents’ home for Bene-Israel in Panvel that was opened by Elijah Jacob with the
support of AIDC) should also be given opportunity to attend Sabbath Shacharith Prayers. As all residents couldn't be taken to
Synagogue- so we kept our Sabbath Shacharith Prayers there at Bayiti in New Panvel on 3- 4 occasions before the outbreak of China
Virus (Corona).

Our request to our Community Members is that instead of offering gifts in cash or kind only gift that they can offer is to join us or any
Synagogue for Prayers and attend funeral and related services for our Community.

Our Group is named 'Honorary Jewish Prayer Group' to emphasize the fact that our service is totally voluntary and free. All can contact
to join HIP Group: Solomon Daniel Rohekar7718832909 / 90045 91792, JUDAH DANIEL SANKAR -87791 76691/9820469572
Shahpurkar ISAAC 93 21 044647
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Chating with chatGPT on the Bene-Israel community!

charGPT is an artificial intelligence (Al) software program that searches all the possible answers to your question and gives you a single
answer. Unlike Google that gives you many options to choose from, here you get one answer. So we decided to ask chatGPT about
the Bene-Israel community. See how this interesting conversation went and it amazing answer.

Leo: What is the future of the Bene-Israel community?

chatGPT: I'm sorry, but | do not have any information on a community called "Bene-Israel." It is possible that the name is misspelled or
refers to a very small and specific community that is not widely known or documented. If you have any additional information about
this community or if there is a specific context or location that you are referring to, please let me know and | will try my best to provide
you with an answer.

Leo: Bene-Israel community is Jews from India.

chatGPT: Thank you for clarifying. The Bene Israel is a historic community of Jews who have lived in India for centuries. It is difficult to
predict the future of any community, as it is influenced by a wide range of factors including social, economic, political, and cultural
changes.

However, it is worth noting that the Bene Israel have faced various challenges and changes over time. Many members of the
community have emigrated from India to other countries, particularly Israel, over the past few decades. This has led to a decline in the
size of the community in India. Additionally, like other Jewish communities around the world, the Bene Israel face challenges related to
maintaining their religious and cultural traditions in a rapidly changing global context.

Despite these challenges, the Bene Israel has shown resilience and adaptability throughout their history. They have maintained their
unique identity and culture despite living in a predominantly Hindu and Muslim society. In recent years, efforts have also been made to
preserve and revitalize the community's rich cultural heritage through various initiatives.

In conclusion, the future of the Bene Israel community will depend on a range of factors and is difficult to predict. However, the

community has a rich history and culture, and its members have demonstrated resilience and adaptability in the face of challenges.
(Though it did not give a reply about the future but it definitely gave a short history)
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DALL.E is an Al program that makes any image you ask it to create. We asked the program to draw the ship in storm that bought Jews
to the Konkan in 175 BCE. In seconds it produced 5 original images that we reproduce below.

U t
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A Tribute To The Iron Lady

Lebana Penkar

| am a product of my
experiences... but more
importantly, | am a
product of my DNA: and
| owe my

Mental constitution to
the first ‘Iron Lady’ | ever
encountered — my
Grandmother!

We celebrated the heroism
of Queen Esther during
Purim on 7 th March,
commemorated the
International Women’s Day
on 8 th March and look
forward to the Festival of
Pesach —and these three
events give me reasons to
pay a tribute to my
Grandmother who stands
testament to unwavering
female courage, resilient
strength and an unshakable
will, which remains a strong
inspiration and Influence in
my life journey.

1974: Lebana is in the arms of her mother Naomi.
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My earliest feel of my Grandmother is of her soft, cotton saree, because | was brought up by her —literally ‘aanchal ke tale’. | had the
privilege of being born in a Joint Family — a family institution that is fast dwindling. | was growing up in a large-family house throbbing
with energy, with my parents, grandparents and other family members, who would stay together, eat together, laugh, fight share, care
and amidst all this, my Grandmother stood out as an incredible role model. While she was raising two sons and four daughters of her
own, she was “Maa” to me.

My earliest memory of my Maa remains of a tough lady who commanded the entire household...and beyond. Maa used to manually
run a Communal Kitchen. Her routine would include waking up at 5.00 in the morning and making soft chapattis and masala to prepare
fish curry to be sent out in Food Dabbas by noon, to sustain the livelihood of her family. At 9.00am would be her visit to the Dongri Fish
Market and like a true ‘Israeli Bapus’ (actually ‘Aais’), she would buy the scaled fish ‘Daadha’, clean it, cook it, pack it into lunch dabbas
and dispatch it via the Mumbai Dabbawalas.

You see, my orientation to the Mumbai Dabbawalas’ Six Sigma operational precision began at age 4 - credit and courtesy to my Maal!
As | grew up to an age of understanding, | realized that my Maa was a very popular woman, lovingly and respectfully addressed as
‘Esther Bai’. Maa was simplicity personified. No jewelry, no make-up, no fancy sarees. It is because of her today, that | understand that
value does not lie in our status or possessions, but rather in the impact we have on others, and because of how we touch people’s
lives. Our value is determined by what we live by — empathy, compassion, genuine concern, dignity and integrity.

There was definitely nothing ordinary about this woman. It’s fascinating how this lady ran a culinary business from her home! | cannot
confidently say if Maa’s business was born out of her passion or necessity... | believe it is both. | knew for sure that the household was
financially weak. But even in the most trying times of dire financial crisis, this lady never cribbed nor complained. When things did not
Work favorably, she simply believed in herself, decided to take charge, gathered the reigns of the house and kept going over and
beyond to keep her family happy. She proved that patience is indeed born among the not-so-privileged. Through all the ordeals, she
stayed strong, selflessly continued to fulfil her familial duties and relentlessly worked to sustain her household. She was the strong
support system and truly the ‘Better Half’ to her husband, in an era when women would stay under the shadows of their spouses.

She was a natural Entrepreneur who turned her house into a space which elevated the 5 senses of sight, sound, smell, touch and taste!
She employed 5-6 women who would be working in the extended courtyard of the house — rolling papad, pounding spices in huge
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pestles, grinding the grains and millets on the traditional grinding stone - the ‘Jaata’ or crushing masala on the Paata-Varwanta, that
would eventually blend into her signature dishes. It’s strange how Maa like a true MasterChef, would look at the texture or consistency
of the preparation and tell if the dish was cooked to perfection! Even the most regular household food - from Birda to Saandan and
from Kaande Pohe to Lasanaachi Chutney, every food preparation would be an authentic Bene-Israeli culinary delight...recipes that one
could treasure for the lifetime.

In fact, the traditional Bene — Israeli delicacy that became synonymous with my Maa’s name is ‘MethiCha Halwa’. It’s been years, and
nobody would and can ever match up to her taste. Jewish and Non-Jewish people alike would come from far and wide, to buy kilos of
‘MethiCha Halwa’. She would reverently cut diamond shaped pieces of the rich, glistening delicacy, loaded with dry fruits and pack it
up artistically in plastic bags for the buyers, collect money and secure it in within a knot tied with the corner of her saree pallu. Later in
the day, one part of that money would be paid as daily wages to the women labourers (what an ethical Lady Boss!), the second part
would be buried as savings in aluminum dabbas filled with rice, while the last part would be used for the daily expenses and purchases
for the next day! | sure learned business operations, economics and the value of savings very early in life by observing her.

Interestingly, no relationship was merely transactional for this lady. No person who came to her house rich, poor man or woman, Jew
or a Non-Jew, would ever leave without meals — Lunch/ Dinner or at least Tea and ‘Nashta’. Sometimes, she would compromise on her
own meals and not eat the entire day but the petty thought of cutting down on expenses incurred on hospitality towards her guests
and customers never crossed her mind. In fact, she gained repute of having ‘Barkat in her Hands’. With such a large heart, she never
fell short of anything, ever!

| learned the importance of celebrating festivals the Jewish way from her. She almost seemed to have an Annual Jewish Business
Calendar fit into her entrepreneurial brain. Yom Kippur was the time for Padaraachya Poorya...she would make the richest and most
perfect stuffing for filling, would delicately craft layers, and fry it patiently to golden precision, to make the Poori melt in mouth, in a
single bite.

A fortnight before the festival of Pesach, our courtyard would be transformed into a huge ‘Show Kitchen’ — a concept that has recently
caught fancy in luxury hotels. One would witness huge stacks of homemade Kosher Matzoth — ‘Pesach chya Bhakrya’ in the courtyard
being cooked by 7-8 women, on the traditional ‘Chul’ — an earthen cooking stove with fire made from coal. Simultaneously, these
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Pesach chya Bhakrya were being sold by the dozens to people who would walk in to buy them. While they waited for the fresh packets
to be ready, Maa would graciously offer tea and khari to the waiting customers. Since, | would be running all over, | would be given a
Bhakri with Khajoor - Dates, and | would get to observe the women fervently at work.

Today | realize that way back in the 70’s, Maa guaranteed employment to the needy, underprivileged women by providing them a
dignified means of earning their livelihood. She impressed upon my young mind very early that a purposeful like is marked by the
impact we have on others. She lived by example — ever giving and willing to help the community.

Maa was definitely ‘Avant Garde’ — quite forward thinking for her times. She was not an educated professional, yet she made sure that
all her children (including her daughters) were educated and working. She stood by everyone in times of need, was there to listen and
was there to understand.

Need more Women like her today! She was an amazing woman who touched the lives of many and inspired (beyond DNA) many in our
family to follow an industrious path to success. Maa remains my inspiration of true womanhood - independent, tenacious and resilient
with an indomitable female spirit...almost a warrior! | seek your wisdom, strength, fortitude and blessings to follow your footsteps.
Love You Always...

- Your Granddaughter, Lebana

About the Author:

Lebana Penkar, Trustee of Sir Elly Kadoorie School, Board Member of the IJF Committee and India
Steering Lead of the Commonwealth Jewish Women's Network, is a very active member in the Bene-Israel
community in India. Professionally, she manages the India Human Resources Operations as Senior Vice
President of an Interior Designing Company — Arrivae. During Covid times, Lebana raised funds from the
Commonwealth Jewish Council, UK and distributed 21 Oxygen Concentrators through the IJF to
Synagogues and Jewish Institutions across India to be used in their respective regions. She is committed
to keep the Indian Jewish Community united and thriving; and at the recent Purim Party at Sir Elly Kadoori
School, we heard her talk on Queen Esther representing Women Power in the Torah.

Lebana is daughter of Mr. Ezriel Raymond Penkar (popularly known as Viju Penkar). Her mother is Naomi
and Paternal Grand Mother, was Mrs. Esther Raymond Penkar, to whom she is paying a tribute through
her article.

K™
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Once upon a time
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A Tribute To The Iron Lady f é \

Lebana Penkar

v
g

Marathi Translation of the above article. This is copy pasted so some letters may not look the same due to lack of Marathi alphabets

HIEATA T T T HeATH....

HT ATAT WA T et IO AT it ATATae ATcT=aT 9=t 4107 | LA
qSAd Wl g G... SO AT AICATATA Ha< WAL gf [T TG qaid qI5T qTe]
SIaT ar HTAT ST, ..

ATTUT TS5 \9 HIHAT BIOMT=AT T’ FHOTAT LT[ TITLAT ATSHITOTTAT ST S 9T THETAT=AT
TEAVTATST T heledT HTgddh AT ITAT ad AAAl... TR gaATaLlT ¢ FAT=HAT BT ghi=T
ST FLOTHTST STHLTT g laT fad’ ST LAl AT {97 31907 qTA AT a1e Igrar of
TIHed FIST=AT SIOTAT ‘THT=’ AT, SOTHATed S=AT TATH R =AT SqTaT o 19 3Tq07
ETHAT TS HAl. THH=AT U9a3d 9Ted, SANids Afgar fadardier &t e=nt sfor a7
THTEHTES [ATHNRS ATEE Fdd 0T &89 g diral 0T HAT HISAT S qed AT
FgcaTd HIFATT (SaauaT=T T AT, 3l AIEATA A ATCH IS ETETT |/ q= Tdtad SIAad
FEA. Ghald ol FT AT g1 9 < A0 STegl MU AHAAT FF ARTAr I af AT TS0
AT THATS A TAEHTET gTeSH| [MUT JUAT=[ qTha &d...

o

J=AT AT FHled=aT FIeiAT IaaT Tq HAT (el MSIAANT. HIT GAT AT AT
C o O (&) hd ~N_ C ([N anN N N
ArASTATHT HAT SATSII=AT TSLAA E[ohed glal. Sg-aATdT FTHTATHT IT8L STHTI= A0 HY
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ATSI=AT ATaAI... doal AFal Thisd Fedrd @ia=l... AST=AT FHlaTd gl d1d IMHS Bl
ATAAT... THR{AA Feard HA GFATA A=Al @TT-{00f, FHO-FT07, FT-HEd ... =0
SCHTEAT GTLT FETAAT... AT [-3ATSTET, ATe-aTaT, FHTRT 07 AT, g Toasieiel AT
T A SATOT qhgl AT T /IS 3TST ST {E | FgIA gleh 1= b qT ST 3l
- o 0 o N NN o N
TSTEdT FA T AL ST g A9 HIFAT THAIeATaL HiILA TAAT Tigel S9T... Hdd [
SHATH Tog dL TLAT MTST gTvITH | Hgcd ol HIHERT dIe TUEAT 918 TTIEo . ATATS! T I
o NN [aNEN aN LN N O o (eI A o (&) o\
ZATAAT AT T hel, TS TAT GUUT SUATTSSIT qIH TS TATH AT qTohaE adaetl, d=T (<ad
T ITHAT & FIIAT. ATIoIAT SesdTaTdl qXH ALH FAITAT A0 Ther =T qHTe
N (&) o i\ (&) -~ (&) (&)
TTATTT o TEATA HLAAT. TSI & FTS(AT SHILSAT (T ATehedT gEhTT=T, AT AT 92
~_ G c ~ - ~ .« ¢ . o o ~
ANIAT ATSAT FHAH AT Tod q9gH HIe=AT SATATCIT=AT gaATAT HAAT... & AT HT
o o [@mN o N N =
FAEITIATANA HTeeLeh! Haadl 907 AT SHAGEITI0TA &< Hi AT FATIHRIL FAT=AT A2
C N N N - o N
TITATEA TR Il ATAT SATEATAT HITATH T ST TS (AT ST,
o [ @nNEaN o o [@nN
AT ATEAT FITd HE AT A g dTigel... FHTSGA di=T qEAArE qrigdr...
ATRTETST AT “TLALATS BlaT... EMeod (AT HIHT ATV, TAT... ST TUTHTOT SRTaT |Tedt
AT, ATt AIRIAEIATIHTO Sieqdl et |qTST, AN ATl @l HehdAT Algl... di=dT A1
AT FTEAAUT HT Uw fdrRer @l WHISGI QA T g AT NIRRT T
CETUHTETER ATl I TH=AT TAATATAL, TUTRIT JATEL ATAGT A, THATIT GIATIAT,
ATTCHIAT, HRTA g9 a¥ HA @Y U0 JFATd... A di=a7 TUEhIqT g egrar
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AT &f ATSATEST Th SAETHT SA<hl gidl... F3@edl 90d aeadd gi&sdo d S0
frafa=mera=... #f @i ATl ] o i TT=ATATA g1 TThehed T TSI ATt il e FgUuH...
HAT qTed g AHA. HAT ATSAAA, TLAT AT AT TogT BILeft Figl FNTAT Togdl. ST
ST AcbT Hehe AT AT AT Acbl THIT T FHLAT TG @I At ATAT g qaraT TefT. o
Al AEATANA BT 7 HIAR <AT... TSl AN FBT Tgra™T q=aT AT TRV TAT 79
qTed. FTReT Ml FES@=AT... 9Xd g J9F41, 907 H#f TH qiigad, T Ther=A]
FTBTael (=T ATHT AT Fefl g@eT ATEl. IS T AT ASHAUAT fiTra |THEIL STI=1...
AT GIeTohe ST FHTH HL0ATH AR HI qToAThSd (9l T SR STH=AT 1S 919
TETHAT TXTAT ol STLTEAS gldl. era =47 | 9T STHATHT TME AT SATADb] qTIHRT T
TAAT=AT ATaAtad ATALATATIgSl AT 2 gidl. ATAD! TSI HISAT AT =417 GIATA]
GiaT AT ST ST,

STl AT STHATH glal... MTeATdd TR AT qTAL Fed qIA AT FGIETeAT Ta=

ST T IATL gid. AT LRTOT=AT U7 T&T ATARAT T TAT 3 died gl ST AT,

FUT=AT SO ITIE ATe, TS HEATAT TSAT SATIAT. FUMTATAL T GIeT-aadeITas HETel

ATeAT STAAT. T=ATATA G ST IcTg AT TR IdLd AT TH AAT AgHT FTeTa=
N N ~

FRUET d¥ O T&TH Tdeh AS(daTL sgidd... AT AT TITHET T A <o AHTIAT... AT

FAT T AT HTEST A AT, di=AT TEIAT=AT FE1d HATA T qTacd AqT9. &l (9T,
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13T, Fladlg O AAU= IO, IT TAT TSIAAT G S THTALT qTehehd (=T T4 2
AETAAT... SATHT 99 Mgl orHa< B,
UITEHGIAT St FiAtaeradr HI=T goaar g1 o« SHTadl THardTd Gaiieeh arend grarl...
N C h N o N o o [ NI NEN N0 (&)
D ST qog AL AL THATATATA Aldhgl AT gra=T H=T gATaT el @&t Huard]
Tl . O aafeeedr Tf=ar gaaAT= 99 el <A gidl... HI eel df (7T Fad.
HAT ASTdT T STAHSAT ARG Al gAdT daargdl. TaL STA%edl LUt Ha=1. Arfor
[anN N N N (&) N O o hd
CATREh=AT AT AT Uoh FAA. ATghlhgd Al TF ol SMIeAT =T T2l aregA
SATAAL. TEATRIDT ATAT hl I STHACHT AT G T BFH g9+, Uwh {gedr qiaT 9ad
FLOTAT ASTTLA AT ART FgUA SITAAT. Uah Ze67 ot ardier TR iAesTi=a7 SesdTd a9d U
N o o o\ [@nN N0 o N o
TSI SAATHL. AT U BT AT Raelt anrom=m S @Xaamst aisEr lgd sara=l.
IATATATA TAATETH ATSHE ALATIHRTY. AGTOATIAT HAT 3Tt (v THesd Tl
HTSIT SATSIT YOI AT, Tr=AT ST ATt Fofiar IUTeiaret Tt arat. fHa-rde, &1 7y,
S I AAAT AT GHIT TARTAT TTEUMATT FLATHT AT dgATaed SHSH ST IceTg
AT AT | STagd dTigdrd. FeTwel TEudi= ey FXAMET T&ad: IJaTedt TFar=T |t
faaT aTiRer. qor =T AT ITguai=ar Areiaear=a1 e di+ Fdr= I3 {3t argr. o=
TS OETST AT JAT T+ hl “f3=aT 2T a<ha aMMg...” T=aT I [qearqe didl
ALCATT Flerd Fefl FHI TS ATal. ST TEhald HER(T qi9 HTEAT Fq41aL fdaaat.

STSATEIAT T FTSL FHL0l HY di=arehe fOrhel. d=aT o7 "9 =aT STa ST 9
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HAST AI=AT ST STl The 379

A= FHIAIA AM@ATd 65 GO0 AH FRoqUaT =t =3a AATIHl. Ssiid aaideed]
TILT=AT g‘ﬁm‘e?r ATFE STEHAAT STHTAAT. AT TATT o} AT T T AT SATTOT HT
T o o = o\ o

AT [T AT T O TBTIAL. TET FAAAT T qieTd Srehareroii= faarea =,

THT=AT FUIT=AT TULESTHY el STH=AT Moot a< S0 @T ST A1, AarEr weeg
T EeaTHed Gehedlegd WU Sl Fedte ¥€ ATATT AT el qa=.... TEgesdi=
o N ; N i\ N N ' S —O :
TAAAT ‘HINT A U GaT=a7 ATHRAT @&l HoaTarel S Tl Has
IETIAT. TRAT S FATaL 1T o 3ATS FTAhT AT TRHARH GET=AT ATHAT aaaTd=47. TRHNH
ATH=AT FUATETSN ATgeh qlehood TFH. AT ATATHIST ST F T 07 GIRr 21 deH
ATTAT, AT dal The. AT ATSHIA ARIAST FXAMET (a=AT Jgarmaia al A\a H AqTAT
HAT=AT T YT SaA 1. ‘Afaedt Iar 99 g rqorrar 9 frhadrd. 97 Iy Tl ‘AT
Al 99/ g ATAEEATNAA GHIg A= T S| STH=AT Teheod HSAT HATAL (o aae]

3.
Flg]vrqﬂﬁ?rfeﬁtﬁ@ﬁw@?ﬁ T JTAT TG G SAHTATAT. HAL ?ﬁﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁ‘rw

AT, AT FH AEIH IT dBHDIA T VT STAFTEL & SATATH. 3T HAT v .
TACAT T AT ATIAT AIAATASA s FIFL TTIHAT ATHAHTAT S0ITHT

TETAAT. FHTSATAA ST HEd HLAET AT A= AT A Feed 0ATH HERT

ATSII STTIRTE HTATaY [SaaT.
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e AU Teh AT 58 3Tg... “LISgT Te” FZUST TigedT held il dideh... TSI 5l ALAT Sral.
T ST gl gl & STHTI=AL... FlTeheh AT TSIl HToT=aT g9 e gral. b wreeft
forehett Togdl. TOT SIAT Hol ATOr qefi=ar {qerumehe fa= ST aef faor, Ter=ameat o
AT I THATY IHT Tletl. FAT=AT ASA0T fad Fqiad shefl. AT=AT d&A7 T+ GIaear.
T=AT ATHETT ol ARTEAL... AT=AT AT LSATBl... HATAT THSA HATH HehTT o ArH=aT1q
3ATST 37T 3Tk ATSHAT STAAT THTSIT TS Mg, Tehal FedoAqedT AT qrad g, T G 1]
ATSIT SATSET g1 T HEhTAT ohx TFATAT ATl T 2 HTSAT S had AT A MATD 75
T AT=AT ATAEATT ATAAT THFTH ATHTS TRILTHIT hedd. qI=1 AT, T AT, qTH 1 190,
A= AT, T SATAATIEE A0 AT T HATATolohs qI9 &A1 STIAet ATUEeRT HAT <A
SO 3 SATA 1.

AT AT FR[ATOI, THATATA STETOTAT, THT Q<hl, THATATA & AT qH ATfAATS AT
TATHT HAT TS 3. TAT TET ATAGTATHATST ATHAT TS 3.

T ATShT AT AT

“Every house needs a grandmother in it.” —Louisa May Alcott
“A grandmother is a little bit parents, a little bit teachers, and a little bit best friends.” —Unknown

“If nothing is going well, call your grandmother.” —lItalian Proverb

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel Volume # 14 April 1, 2023 29




Our Bene-Israel was awarded “The Jeevan Gaurav Puraskar”

Mr. Ezriel (Viju)

field of Sports in

2023.

Penkar was awarded
the Jeevan Gaurav
Puraskar on Sunday
for his exceptional
contribution to the

Maharashtra and
India on 19 March
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SABA you don’t know anything / D173 yTI' X7 DhNX NX20!
AT AT FTR AR TR

Leo Daniels

Lying on my large bed and watching children channel on TV with my grandsons, Asaf 6 years old and
Arial 3 years old on each side, | remembered soon it will be Asaf’s birthday. So | made a mistake of
asking Asaf what he would like as a birthday present.

Quickly he replied | want Sonic and all its manistifations. Arial added “Saba also Shadow for me!”

What? | had no idea what he was talking about. | told him, | had no idea what he was talking about.
As | said this, 3 year Arial say “Saba you don’t know anything”.

Then forgetting the program on the TV both sat on my both side and started explaining with their
small hands how the egg breaks and Sonic roles out and when he is weak he can manistifations in to
other forms that are more powerful. And Shadow who is new is still learning his new forms.

Still when | understood noting, Asaf took my phone (which is set in English) and tells me to write
Sonic in the search area. As | wrote it ... oops.... a new world opened in front of me; “Sonic the
Hedgehog”.

Last thing | remembered with my children was Pikachu & Pokémon, the Japanese characters. So |
proudly announced “Oh, you mean Pokémon”. Silence! Both looked at me like | was an ET from
some another world. Saba, they are all dead by now, replied Asaf!

When and how these new Japanese character of Sonic world reached our grandchildren? They
know names of all of them and how they manistifations in to different characters. Amazing.

So it is my advice to all grandparents; start getting familiar with the “Sonic the Hedgehog” and the
expensive price tag on these toys.
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God Too Wonders

We all sense a power that is with us. This is what was named as God in
English. In Hebrew we are not allowed to take his name so we call him
the creator of the world D721y x112.

This is the same power that every human in this world feels and they
have given it other names, Christ (son of God), Allah Vishnu and others.
Not just the names are ... but the paths to server this power is
different. These paths have different names too; Judaism, Christianity
Islam Hinduism and others. Each of these paths represents a different
religion. Definition of a religion is a group a people who follow a
common path and customs to serve their God. There is therefore no
connection between any religion and their God. It is just a path. Each
religion preaches their own way of serving their God, as per their
preachers.

Is God even aware of these paths? Did he ever ask humans to serve
him? He created earth and our solar system and our milky way; and
hundreds of other milky ways. If really he would want humans to serve
him, then all of the solar systems and all milky ways would be filled by
humans.

Currently, in 2020, it was estimated that there are around 2 trillion
galaxies in the observable Universe. Each galaxy is unique, ranging in
size from 10,000 light-years to hundreds of light-years.

R
2 tril

A creator of such a universe, you think he needs any one to serve him?
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David Talagaokar Felicitated

David is all over in the Bene-Israel community.

His love for the community is shown in his
involvement with all the activities related to
the Bene-Israel community; let it be
synagogues, groups, cemeteries or Bene-Israel
community activities during festivals and other
occasions. He is also involved in running for the
Eli Kadarooi school, smoothly.

Where ever he is involved he will make sure all
the administration is accomplished within the
guidelines, including holding elections on time.

David Talagaokar was felicitated for his
wonderful work as the Hon. Secretary of the I.J.
F. (Indian Jewish Federation) at the ceremony
in Beth El synagogue when they received a new
Safer Parash recently.

David is also one of our chosen “Living Legend”
crown holder of the Jewish community, the
respect that Shaniwar-Teli showers on our
community members who serve our
community in their own way.
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Looking to 2023: A Degel Menashe Editorial

Home/ Degel Menashe / Jessica Thangjom

(Ideal Example how a NGO should be run to help their community and report)

DEGEL

MENASHE

nwan YT

(January 5) The start of 2023 also marks the start of the fourth year of Degel
Menashe’s activities. We were granted our Israeli NGO or amuta status by the
Registrar of Non-Profit Organizations in Jerusalem at the end of 2019, and began to
operate in January 2020.

We've come a long way since then. Although we’re still a small organization, we’ve
grown greatly. Our income, our budget, and the scope of our activities have
expanded from year to year. We've accomplished much and hope to accomplish
much more.

All this was spelled out at our annual Board of Directors meeting held in the last
week of December. As presented to the board, our 2022 record was impressive. In
Israel, it included our academic and vocational scholarship program that awarded
grants to 21 winners, the highest number ever; our oral history project, which
culminated in the publication last summer of the already much-acclaimed Lives of
the Children of Manasia; the help extended by us, some of it openly and some
behind the scenes, to members of the B’'nei Menashe community in need of
counseling and aid; and our active participation in events of the Indian Jewish
community, which — in part due to our efforts -- now regards the B’nei Menashe as
an integral component.

In India, we can point to our educational programs in Manipur and Mizoram, where
Jewish schools, with our financial and administrative assistance, are now functioning
for the first time on a daily basis; to our backing of Manipur’s resuscitated B’nei
Menashe Council, which once again, after long years of abeyance, has become a hub
of communal activity; to our musicology project, which has been collecting
traditional B’nei Menashe songs with an eye to issuing one or more CDs of them;
and to our unwavering legal and moral support for Sarah Baite, whose battle against
injustice, followed by the entire B’nei Menashe community, has made her a B'nei
Menashe heroine.

All of this will be continued in 2023 with the addition, we hope, of additional
projects, such as a leadership training program to provide young leaders for the
B’nei Menashe community in Israel; a socio-economic survey of Israel’s B'nei

All of this will be continued in 2023 with the addition, we hope, of additional
projects, such as a leadership training program to provide young leaders for the
B’nei Menashe community in Israel; a socio-economic survey of Israel’s B'nei
Menashe to pinpoint their problems and needs with an eye to developing
government and private programs to deal with these; a “peace corps” of young
Israelis who will travel to India to teach the B'nei Menashe Hebrew and other
subjects while interacting with them and learning about their history and culture,
and still other things.

This leaves for last our campaign for reforming and quickening the process of B'nei
Menashe Aliyah and having it transferred from the hands of the private
organization, Shavei Israel, that now has exclusive control of it to a public body,
preferably The Jewish Agency, so that it can be administered fairly, expeditiously,
and without the many abuses that have characterized it until now. 2022, a year
which witnessed no B’nei Menashe Aliyah at all, saw a continuance of this campaign,
culminating in a commitment obtained by us from the Ministry of Aliyah and
Integration not to extend Shavei Israel’s monopoly on the B’nei Menashe Aliyah
process on the future. If the Jewish Agency does not step in, the Ministry promised
in an official document, the process will be opened to competing organizations.

Now that 2023 has ushered in a new government, we have every hope that the
Ministry, which is as new political administration, will honor its predecessors’
commitments. Degel Menashe will do all it can to see that this happens and will
continue to lobby with the Ministry, The Jewish Agency, and the Israeli Rabbinate to
help press its campaign for B’'nei Menashe Aliyah reform to a successful conclusion.
A happy new year to all our readers!
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Homosexuality in Bene-Israel Community

(13) ¥"7xw' n'7ron 'X- indian group on facebook | 171'® 070 NXN - '"?w Wwiawn 11VN | Facebook

During the month of February a post on facebook by Selim Penkar
(78w a'7xon 'X'¥- Indian group on Facebook) who received the following letter;
Hi Salim,
How are you? | thought hundreds of times whether to write to you, and in the end |
gained the courage because you promised me it would be discreet and anonymous.

'l tell a little about myself, I'm 35 years old resident of the center lives with single
parents. They tried to lie to me several times and | even dated women, but | realized over
the years that I've been in denial and I'm more interested in men than women, | have a
boyfriend for 3 years and everyone thinks he's my friend, and doesn't know that we're a
couple. The reason I'm still in the closet is the primitive parents of the old generation, like
the parents of most of us here, who simply won't accept and won't even try to
understand my situation.

| will tell you a slim story. Two years ago my married sister came to our house with her 2
little girls and was crying, we calmed her down and asked what happened? And she told
my parents that | want a divorce, because her husband beats her and curses her and
humiliates her, but my father's reaction killed us, he said that the moment you left the
house you don't belong here, and see where she is wrong and try to please him, | was in
shock. No one told her in our family we never get divorced.

And she's poor, back home and living this sad reality. Sometimes there are new marks on
her, and she has already forgotten to smile. So Salim tell me how do I explain to a father
like this that | am like this. | don't know what to do help me thank you.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/744921202197767/posts/6006925639330604/

This provoked a lot of responses from the readers. The response advised him to first save his sister and help
her get divorced and find a place to live for himself and his partner before coming out with the facts in front
of their parents. Some advised him to take his own decision. Some expressed concern for the parents. Selim
Penkar used an interesting picture where a half-eaten apple looks a full in the mirror. He wants the writer to
be happy and his parents too to be happy. Frankly speaking the writer is indeed in a very challenging

situation. He may have to need help of some family members who are close to his parents.
Professional Opinion:
Shaniwar-Teli took some professional opinion. We were told the writer to take help of area social worker for him and his
sister. Further it is important stop living with parents.

Oh Moshe! I've
dreamed of this
day since | was a
little boy!

DINS

“Male, 38, still living with his parents.
They asked us to keep him overnight,
so they could change the locks.”
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Mr. Vinod Pawar, Director of Indian Cultural
Center took the initiative to celebrate this day on
a big scale together with Mrs. Eva Talegaonkar
and the members from Keshet Ole Hodu who
organized the programmer which was a great
success and many elderly people came from all

over Israel who had a wonderful time!

Marathi Language Pride Day 19 February 'Jagar Marathi'
in Israel

27 February is the day of literature criteria poet Kavi Vi,
birthday of VA Shirwadkar alias Kusumagraj, poet, literary
& dramatist . This day is celebrated as Marathi Language
Pride Day in entire Maharashtra. Similarly, it is now
celebrated beyond seven seas and abroad with great
pride and enthusiasm.

This year 2023 in Israel was no exception. The Bene Israeli
community from Maharashtra resident in Israel who has
not yet given up Marathi celebrated Marathi Language
Pride Day with great enthusiasm in the city of Ashdod
with the help of the 'Indian Cultural' Centre of the
Embassy in India in Israel.

On this occasion, Mrs. lva Talegaonkar, who is working to
spread and promote Marathi by Indian Cultural Center
and introduce Marathi to the new generation of Indian
origin. With the help of the organization 'Keshet Ole
Hodu' took a major initiative to celebrate Marathi
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Official Language Day at 'Adman Safra Community Center' in Ashdod.

As the chief guest on the occasion, Mr. Noah Mussel, who is the editor of Mayboli magazine for the
last 10 years, and the quarterly

qguarterly of Marathi to be famous from Israel.

Also Mr. Eli Nakt, Deputy Mayor of Ashdod City was also present. Chief Mr. Vinod Pawar, Shri Vinod
Kole, Yogaguru Darshana Rajpurohit and Sera Penkar from Indian Embassy. So in this remarkable
program, Dr. Dhanashree Mundhe who has come to study at Tel Aviv University, he read two
poems 'Kana' and 'Gabhara' of Kusumagraj in a very beautiful way. Mr. Vinod Pawar also proposed
which was amazingly beautiful. The program was very diverse with the educative.

Indian origin actors Sophia and Samuel made the audience to take contract on various Marathi
songs. Various types of Ovi, Bharud, Lavani, Koligeete, Badbad songs were celebrated. Student
group of Talegaonkar received receipt of appreciation from everyone in Marathi as a prayer.

So, this innovative Marathi Pride Day was celebrated in Israel with great enthusiasm and not only
Marathi speakers but also received great response from other linguistic audience.

Marathi Language Pride Day went well with the cooperation of Israeli organization Keshed Ole
Hodu.

The programmer ended with Shri Amitabh Bachchan's Pasaydan. Also celebrated happily by eating
Indian food samosa and potato vada.

Indian Embassy and Indian Cultural center, Israel Celebrated Marathi Bhasha Diwas in Israel on
27/02/2023

(Printed as is. Not edited)

Eva's students learning Marathi on zoom every week were present with great
enthusiasm and sang three Marathi songs which were appreciated by the all the

people present.
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YN "2AI¥' 'N?'A TIN'X had also originated a Purim party in Matnas Uziel in Ashdod.
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Donation of PARASHA SEFER TORAH to Beth-El Synagogue in Panvel.

Nigrakar's Family is donating, in memory of their late parents are <
donating a new Parasha SEFER TORAH to Beth-El Synagogue in f)e C( < 3”6‘” Qoyirt
Panvel.

TAPAL NAKA, OLD PANVEL,
RAIGAD 410206

Three of the brother and some of their children will be going to
India with the Torah.

‘.."‘,v:.h" JHEHON NIGREKAR

SPECIAL THANKS:
MR DANI SEIRGAOKAR & YAFETH UZIEL ELIJAH PINGLE

GUEST OF HONOUR:
SHMRI PRADEEP JOSHI
AKHIL BRARTIYA SAK SAMPARK PARMURH [RSS)

ON

MARCH
; SUNDAY 26 AT APM
2023
/ K!I.Ul’)‘.I.Y :KREA“T‘ Tms fs_: PEI’(SONAI. INVITATION." :
[ l. | e {afloed &

. GRANDIOSE, PLOT NO 462/3
B MARKET YARD, OLD PANVEL

RSVP REQUESTED:

OFFICE
n272 124
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Mr. Kobbi Shoshani

Consul General of Israel to Midwest India

www.jewishroute.in

MENERALOF ISBAELSO MIDWEST IND. :; m
Meet amazing Kobbi by
visiting his site:
www.jewishroute.in

and his Facebook

(20+) Kobbi Shoshani | Facebook
Never seen a Consul
General so dynamic!

Kobbi Shoshani
x

NoN N INEnT 09w 137 D2aan .nuennn 7@ TN 270 Imnx
P10 AUPA D T MIK 12 010 DWIR 18861 NIWA 7KW IIKDD”
T390 I WD K77 UTROW 20 PR 12 079NN DI TUE RN
QNP PUIY D79 T 2TIN0 P70 RID D013

Solomon Pinhas Talkar :D7¥

The Jewish community of Maharashtra celebrated 137 years since the
establishment of the "Tipherth Israel” synagogue. In 1886 good Jews
built it near Jacob Circle in Mumbai. Even today, Jews pray there
without fear of persecution. And yes, the synagogue is part of our
Jewish route that will be launched socon.

ITA_ T _N7np#
Israel in Mumbai
Mumbai Jews

WWW.Jewls| hroute.in
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishroute.in%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3tbPHsa6QB-bDvekYlA1KfE8K8wvTefkKlp9jKrqEHu-CjxaQPO4Y3Z_U&h=AT1c97ghmrA5zWDYuuG0z09lz7U6zY_uemYZANIpfdfMrymwK-Hdu2AIJXDp4_Ecpc3FrcLEAlkap09jeM9C8pv2b0j6fzNKzEzObMnSKOL5UCWSH1TXSDaN1L2qehmIEmgRoLDHEGMkkzUuAD01&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2h4edC223yZ5GjflWUSs3GXy7fMW0dp3Arn6O2tm6sbdtpPsz5WRWfB-2sZHIYG6hLalnLmduuTZG-OBDuCbaerQnakIgBZVBlI5sO31sQm9X3RQ2BvWnXsqE3tmeAgLP8jMaB4BfxBY1kFmjuTcdvbj0tC_1-SGDUf1WhOQdy7NMckOWQDJjpxgV29Lm0-2NnjfRGYjYEc8BAGw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishroute.in%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3tbPHsa6QB-bDvekYlA1KfE8K8wvTefkKlp9jKrqEHu-CjxaQPO4Y3Z_U&h=AT1c97ghmrA5zWDYuuG0z09lz7U6zY_uemYZANIpfdfMrymwK-Hdu2AIJXDp4_Ecpc3FrcLEAlkap09jeM9C8pv2b0j6fzNKzEzObMnSKOL5UCWSH1TXSDaN1L2qehmIEmgRoLDHEGMkkzUuAD01&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2h4edC223yZ5GjflWUSs3GXy7fMW0dp3Arn6O2tm6sbdtpPsz5WRWfB-2sZHIYG6hLalnLmduuTZG-OBDuCbaerQnakIgBZVBlI5sO31sQm9X3RQ2BvWnXsqE3tmeAgLP8jMaB4BfxBY1kFmjuTcdvbj0tC_1-SGDUf1WhOQdy7NMckOWQDJjpxgV29Lm0-2NnjfRGYjYEc8BAGw
https://www.facebook.com/kobbi.shoshani

Celebrating the Jewish route in Mumbai

THE Consulate General only are they documenting knew every stone and alley
of Israel is promoting the them, but are also making in the city. He has done the
Jewish Route, a projectunder  these heritage sites a partof most impressive research on
which they have selected 22 sightseeing for travellers and the community,” said Kobbi
Jewish sites in and around tourists coming to India. Shoshani, Consul General

the city of Mumbai “The basis for the path of Israel to Mid-West India

like Magen Hassidim was the impressive book in Mumbai, adding that the
Synagogue in Byculla, o= [Author of Bombay: Jewlsh community has lived
Sha'ar HaRahamim . Exploring the Jewish in India for over 2,000 years
synagogue near Masjid Urban Heritage] by and have integrated with
Bunder and David Professor Saul Sapir, the public here, while also

Sasson Tomb
in Pune, Not

aJewish who was maintaining their
borninMumbaiand  Jewish lifestyle.

FTH=AT ST AN ATEaaTeh] THT=T U BIEH] TTa: FATL 4 S auigal, Th 5 ATART / TIATAT d1e, ATCAT=AT [ Xag 9 g el g T qATal. STarsrdied
TATETTET T3 GF ATAT. STETSATAT AT TR AT AT AIGAT ATAATTAT AT TG RATE T =0T J9T STel. T AT SAAT A5d AT, Tead, FHILT AT a7 Fral
I, TTAT SHAAHTT HEIA o SCATEA AT ST AT "9TFaTY qTel” FgUA ATGE STd 3TH, TeaTae I [STRoTTe., g HHTSITT Tigel Uldgliee A1 3ig ST qrarier
THLTHT & HRTTHA Tae| 57 THATTIHT 2. TgT T THTSATAT G901 F0(1 & gId. L T Gasd... 5T AN (ATHTEE AqHT Iq Ae). *S eIl UErar 9%
TohaT 9 AMEad T8 Y AT UL =g gred. T.LH = diehe i se=a1 ARaed el U 9a: e T A= giar geadard

YW 71007 Y91%°1 .0 X WAL 71007 2w 1T 99T 211 9701, 19°71 1102 XYW DO 2OIATA/0°M0 N0 MW 0°°9DRI 197 19w ST 2N DINRA TR 7I0P 72V
CIRANIRI MIAD WOATD ITPORT 20w Vaw 222)

. NAW DV 1AW w1, "0 AR Qw1 W 071 VDI MY POV 77 OPI0Y LTI MWD ,N2WA 9Y 1700 0TI 110X OV 1w on aw

. T12°7P0 DWW TID°05 92 20NN ARIID IR LWRIT STV MNP NP2 AR 93 K17 1932 MNP NP2 ,A°R0 2w NIWRAT OTI00a0 TN T

).INRT TR 217P2) 2T 2NI2...0K2PIN NIRINT? TR

1.9.0. IIMWY 7AW MYL IR IR DNRXAF

MiD DAY nnovan: Heena Khandelwal nana y1awsn 930 11nova ubw 290317 HY oo 7200 702

A small taste of one of the sites on our Jewish path: about two thousand years ago, a Jewish merchant/immigrant boat, it is not clear where it came
from, was wrecked off the coast of India. The occupants of the ship drowned to their deaths. The survivors of the ship, seven men and seven women,
managed to reach the Navegao beach. There they maintained a Jewish identity, observed Shabbat, kosher and more. Their occupation was mainly oil
production and they were known as "Shanvar Teli", the oil conquerors of Shabbat. This is the first historical record of the community, and the cemetery
in the village is probably the first Jewish cemetery. This is probably where the whole story of the community begins. So see you in Mumbai... on the
Jewish path (website coming very soon). *If you have found an error or a mistake, we will be happy to hear. T.L.H Pictured: Another article about our
path in the weekend newspaper by: Heena Khandelwal from Mid-DAY newspaper
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Ululation o|ouolou0|0u0|ou0I

Ululation (/ ju:ljv'lezfan, al-/ (#listen)), from Latin ululo, is a long, wavering, high-pitched vocal sound resembling

a howl! with a trilling quality. It is produced by emitting a high pitched loud voice accompanied with a rapid back and
forth movement of the tongue and the uvula. Ululation is commonly used in Middle Eastern weddings. In

the Arab world, zagharit (Arabic: <& ) is a ululation performed to honor someone. In ancient Greece
ululation or (Greek: 6AoAuyr, romanized: ololuge) was normally used as a joyful expression to celebrate
good news or when an animal's throat is cut during sacrifice.

Israeli — Bene-Israel: With mingling of various Israeli immigrants cultures, many of our Bene-Israel women have become experts in

uvula. They use it during all the celebrations they attend. It has become a representative of celebration.

Bengalis call it ulu-uli and they use this during weddings and other festivals. Odias call it Hulahuli or Huluhuli. In
Odisha, ululation is used to cheer during weddings, cultural gatherings and celebrations. [citation needed]
Assamese call it uruli.

In Tamil, it is known as kulavai (Tamil: @& éeTemel ).

Haath Boshi

(204) 1710 *TIN' nT'N7 1ONn- Heritage of Bene Israel Indian Jews - Posts | Facebook

Did you know that “Haath Boshi” is a tradition only in the Bene-Israel community? You will not find this way of
greeting in any other community. Not even other Jewish communities. If you will search not a single image in
internet on Haath Boshi. It is typical of Bene-Israel men holding the four corner threads of their Tallit and giving
hand to other men in the synagogue who will do the same.
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Rebecca Reuben Nowgaokar
(September 18, 1889 — November 16, 1957)

A Bene Israel of Mumbai : Pioneer, Scholar, Community Leader and Educationist

Rebecca Reuben Nowgaokar - Wikipedia

Rebecca Reuben Nowgaokar (September
18, 1889 — November 16, 1957) was a
Jewish-Indian writer and educator. She
was the director of the School Committee
Bene Israel in Mumbai from 1922 to 1950.

Rebecca was born in Shimoga in the state
of Karnataka in British India in 1889, into a
family that led a congregation of Bene
Israel. She attended the local girls'
boarding school in the city of Pune, which
conducted classes in three languages:
Marathi , Sanskrit and English.

Born September 18, 1889

Shimoga, Kamataka, India
Died November 16, 1957

(aged 68)

Bombay, Maharashtra, India
MNationality India

Occupation(s) Writer, Educator

Known for Pedagogy

Pedagogy: the act & art of teaching.

She went to study in England and studied pedagogy at the University of
London and Hebrew and Jewish Studies in Cambridge University under
Prof. Israel Abrahams. Reuben has authored a series of English language textbooks
called Ashok which have been very successful in India and have been used in schools

across the Maharashtra state . It was initiated by the publication of monthly educational

called Nofet (Hebrew: no11 meaning innocence) for Jewish children, and during 1917—-
1920, edited the Bene Israel Year Book. She has published scholarly papers on the
Commission "Children of Israel" in Hebrew and English on various platforms, including a
booklet on community in Mumbai, published by Cambridge University Press in 1913.

Rebecca Reuben Nowgaokar

Rebecca Reuben visiting during the
establishment of the HaOgen settlement, 1947

Shaniwar-Teli: The school changed its name in the early 1920s, and was renamed after the Jewish philanthropist Sir Elly Kadoorie, after in a meeting
between him and Reuben in London. She managed to persuade him to donate a sum of about 150,000 rupees to the school.
This school deserved the name of its original builder as “Haeem Samuel Kehimkar School”
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Bene-Israel History on Records in Israel’s Chief Rabbi’s office in Israel

Shaniwar Teli is publishing this derogatory article in English that was first published in Hebrew and was translated
by Mr. Samuel Kurulkar for “National Union for Bene-Israel Community in Israel” lead by Moshe Sogogkar. It is important for our
community to know this history for which the Chief Rabbi of Israel has apologized on a video.

Derogatory Article Translated by Samuel Kurulkar

However, the chief rabbis of Israel, Rabbi Uziel (words of Uziel chapter n'o ""0)and Rabbi Herzog (hachal ihskak T' A" ''0) wrote that they are
of the seed of Israel, and the permitted them to mix with other Jews community, whatever ,there is no Fear of bastards, provided they can
keep doing Torah and mitzvot.

Rabbi Ovadia Hadaya( yackil ahadi (0 "0 y"nx n"nI X "'o V"nX 1"N) offered to come in the other Jews community ,except Cohanim(priests),
provided that they pass strict conversion.

Rabbi Unterman (Tribe of (Judah 17 "ov T"I' 2"n) wrote similar to this.

In the year1961-1962(2">wn Hebrew year), ten rabbis gathered at Rabbi Yitzhak Nissim's house for a special discussion on the subject,
among them Rabbi Ovadia Hadiya, Rabbi Yaakov Adas, Rabbi Shaul Israeli, Rabbi Bezalel Jolti, Rabbi Goldschmidt and more, and after careful
consideration they decided that they were concerns religious laws about marriages and divorces used in the community, and thus ordered
the Marriage Registrars offices to investigate and demand the couples who wanted to marry and be sure that that there is no problem.
(Remark by me: reference to Rabbi Ovadia Yosef who is always called as 7"x1 |'n)

Rabbi 7"X¥7 |nn our master, righteous man for blessing

(File2'nTn to Israel and page 308 a'u9NIXN)permitted the community of the "Bene Israel" [and this is his language in the letter of the 10th
of month Shebat 5788 : Before you, let me clarify this Torah opinion, that the community of the Bene Israel, who came from India, are
kosher Jews in all respects, and are allowed to come in a congregation and marry with all the communities of Israel Like the religion of
Moses and Israel without any doubt, and without any need for tests and inquiries, and a great commandment to adhere to them and bring
them to the Torah educational institutions for the observance of the Torah and mitzvot, and to accept them into the Torah educational
institutions, Torah, Talmud and yeshivas, all of whom are endowed with good teachings and a pure heart, and love to get closer to the
Torah. The Torah and the subjects of its standards.)

Rabbi Shmuel Rosovsky (Sefer Bene Israel X"n page47) also wrote an article refers as sanction and accepting them (Bene Israel) in the
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community. At that time, his father-in-law was Rabbi Frank, and he asked the chief rabbis to appoint him as a judge at the Great Court, so
the rabbis appointed, not the Minister of Religions(gov) or the subscription committee(gov). But at Bnei Barak, they were angry with Rabbi
Shmuel who permitted the "Bene Israel" sect, and thus Rabbi Shmuel took his word back on it, and published a clarification that his
intention was not to write the answers to Halacha and practice, but only by way of gossip, as a general lesson in Ponobiz says... In any case,
today we permit them, and all the more so The Cochins, as well as the Ethiopians, which

Maran Bivia says (X' "0 y"nXn)"n determined that they were Jews, according to the words of the(t"2Tn) Radbaz (in the n"1w of David's
words sign 5, and in the T"n "Iwnsign V") and his student Mahrikash

(N m'o T AT N"IvA],

0" Mo T'n 'lwnal)

and more .Except for a minority of the minority who inter-married with the Gentiles (non Jews)

and learned from their actions, and where there is doubt they do genealogy test. | recently had a delegation from the "Bene Israel"
community, and their rabbi studied under my brother, Rabbi Yaakov, and was authorized to teach by him. | talked to him and saw that he
was a master of Halacha, son of Purat Yosef. Therefore, rather, we should bring them closer and accept them.

Page 2

By the way, the law of the "Bene Israel" was controversial, the opinion of many of the great generation that those who come from the Bene
Israel sect are not Jews and should undergo a complete conversion, and in India the other denominations would not marry the girls of this
sect, since they held them as non-Jews.

And as early as one hundred and eighty years ago in the year1842-1843, the "Calcutta" jews community turned to the rabbis of Baghdad to
find out about the sect(bene israel), and Rabbi Yaakov ben Rabbi Yosef Chaim joined the jew religious high court (¥"T11)of Baghdad to
prohibit bene israel with other jews (Baghdadi jews) from the reason and fear of Basterds

(File Bene Israel X"n p.21)( and the question from the same community: It has been several years since a man and his wife and their sons
from the Jews known in our places "Bene Israel" etc. came to our house from Bombay. And now their sons have grown up and reached the
marriage stage And they want to marry the daughters the Israeli community, and our souls came to ask if we could give them our daughters
and take their daughters, etc.

And in the month of Shebat 1913-1914 subscriber of high religious court of Sephardim, the Gaon Rabbi Avraham Azriel, the Gaon Rabbi
Chaim David Soranaga and the Gaon Rabbi Shimon Asheriki(7"nta): about the matter of the Bene Israel to forbid them to marry them and
strong prohibition until the Redeemer(messiah) comes.

In the same year, the Deubi Court of Justice in Baghdad issued a sentence in the 19th century: Therefore, these Bene Israel who are in the

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel Volume # 14 April 1, 2023 46




cities of India, they read the law with him and it is forbidden to marry them, since they also sanctify according to the Torah and they do not
have divorce.

These are the words of youngsters who sit on madin flock po ovi Bagdad X"y' and is simple and clean and the son of the son of Ish Chai,
Rabbi Yaakov, Rabbi Yosef Chaim, published and wrote: |, too, a servant of God, saw the following question from the Bible, and what was
derived from above in the Bible, and the Bible as solid proofs directed at the truth According to scribes and books, the first and the last,
therefore it is forbidden according to the Torah to marry them(bene israel) and take their bastards sons from them. And this is simple and
there is no need to fear,

, and those who hears us will surely dwell. These are the words of the young slave Jacob, Rabbi Yosef Chaim and the Sephardi sages of
Safed in the year 1869-1870 referred to this sect, and wrote: Aware of the intelligence that shone and shone toward us once in writing,
from our friend Dr. Ma'aik Jerusalem X"221n, Maggid says that some of the people from their communities ons woke up to shun the people
called the Bene Israel, not to join with them in the ten (minyan), and not to raise them to Sefer torah and also forbid them from oral and
practice mitzvot of htc... and demanded to investigate the class of these people(bene Israel) and here after investigating and demanding
rabbi T"'n "2 according to his opinion, these people are the refuges from the time of the First Temple, and according to the many years
they were assimilated among the nations, they were mixed with the heathens of the land, worshipers of idols, and witness to what is
brought in the verse of the covenant that when Columbus went to the cities of India, and attacked in Cochin, he found Many people called
Bene Israel, and the customs of their ancestors are in their hands, in what details do the people of Bene Israel dominate,

(My remarks Christopher Columbus wanted to reach India and by confusion landed in America .the writer write fake history)

THIS SHRIMP IS —_

\ Mother's

father was
aJew

|am not a Jew

lama
Russian Jew.
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Our Rabbi Joshua Kolet decided to understand the issues
behind the above matter and therefore called the
meeting (see the letter below).

During this meeting

Date: 5" Shevat 5783

To,
Honorable Rabbis and Community Representatives of
Indian Jews in the Holy Land

Shalom,
Subject: Assembly of Representatives

In recent weeks we have been hearing complaints from community representatives
about the rabbinate asking grooms and brides from the community who want to marry,
whose cases are sent to the courts to ascertain their Jewishness and this causes them
and their families great suffering. In this regards a meeting will be held with the Rabbis
of the community and Representatives of the community to discuss and clarify the
issue.

The meeting will take place on Wednesday, 10th of Shebat 5783 - 1/02/2023 at 16:00
PM at the Regional Court, 4 Am VeOlam St., Jerusalem.

For the sake of security in the court building, participation in the meeting is subject to
pre-registration by the 8" of Shebat - 01/30/2023. Register by sending your full name
and phone number on SMS or WhatsApp to 0526060394 or email:
rabbijkolet@hotmail.com.

The Synagogue Committees of the Bnei Israel Community, the Chairman of the
National Organization of the Bnei-Israel Community or the President of the
International Organization of the Bnei-Israel Community may decide which
representatives they wish to send.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Ezra Kolet
Hazon E-li Foundation
For the Bnei-Israel community in India and Israel.
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Shalom and Blessings to all the members of the Bnei Israel
community in Israel and the diaspora.

We would like to share with you the results of the meeting that
took place at the Rabbinical Court in Jerusalem on the 1st of Feb
2023.

The meeting was initiated by Rabbi Yehoshua Ezra Kolet.

The meeting was attended by the following representatives of the
Bene Israel community who thought that the issue was important
to our community :

1. Rav Eliyahu Dighorkar- community Rav of Shomerei Gachelet
synagogue, Ramle.

2. Rav Shimson Mordechai - Rav of Magen Hassidim Synagogue,
Ezor Gimel, Ashdod.

3. Rav Aharon Galsulkar - Rav from Jerusalem.

4. Rav Reuben Garsulkar - Rav from Bene Israel community of
Ashdod.

5. Rav Sharon Garsulkar from Bet Shemesh.

6. Mr. Menachem Kharilkar- President of Yachad Shiftei Israel
Synagogue, Ezor Yod, Ashdod.

7. Ms. Yaffa Samson Gupte - President of International
Organisation of Bene Israelis (I10BI).

8. Mr. Ephraim Shir

Founder of Petach Tikva Synagogue.

9. Mr. Aharon Khanowker

President of Magen David Synagogue, Ezor Aleph, Ashdod

10. Mr. Saul Aptekar, representative of |OBI

And
11. Mr.Abraham Moses representative of OB

Two representatives from the Chief Rabbinate,

Rabbi Eliyahu Maimon, director of the department of Birur
Yahadut and Rabbi Asher Ehrentreu, Director of the department
for Agunot, addressed the representatives.

When inquired about Rabbi Yehoshua’s role we were informed
that on behalf of the Chief Rabbinate, he has been carrying out the
clarifications required in accordance with the requests that the
Rabbanical court asks of him with regards to our Bene Israel
community members. They clarified that he is not their salaried
staff.

When asked why the issue of the Jewishness of certain couples
who are coming to register for marriage in the regional Rabbanut
office is even raised, they explained that in recent years there is a
computerized Artificial Intellegence program that connects all the
information of all Jews throughout Israel in the past and present
and if it finds a certain person who needs to clarify their
paperwork for Jewishness, these cases are sent to Birur.

They informed us that Conversion that were done by any Bet Din
both in Israel or abroad, that is not recognised by the Rabbinate
were not acceptable and hence those that were done in the past
and that are presently done in India are not accepted according to
Jewish law here in the Rabbinate. Therefore they must undergo
conversion in order to receive an acceptable confirmation of their
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Judaism so that these couples can be approved to marry
according to the religion of Moses and Israel.

They urged that “please don't conclude from the above that, God
forbid, the Rabbinate cast doubt on the Judaism of our entire
community.” On the contrary, they consider us holy and pure
Jews like all other communities in Israel, who also at times have
some of their members go through the birur process as it just
seeks to preserve the purity and uniqueness of the community,
since those people who converted in India did not undergo an
orderly and in-depth training in the fundamentals and rules of
Judaism which are the ones that protect us over the years.
Therefore, it is in the interest of all of us that those families take it
upon themselves to go through a proper conversion process so
that they do not encounter unnecessary obstacles.

They also said that the Rabbinate is trying to help us in this task
and requested that members of the community who may be
converted in India or may have a converted parent or grand
parent should voluntarily approach Rabbi Kolet and not wait till
before the children reach the marriage registration process.

They told us that Rabbi Yehoshua Kolet, who has been helping
these families for years, is now, even given the authority to help
go through the process with the Rabbinate, so that if they have
difficulty with the language, he can explain it to them in the
Indian language very easily. In fact Rabbi Kolet will coordinate
over zoom, classes to help with conversions free of cost.

We request the whole Bene Israel Community leadership to work
hand in hand with Rabbi Kolet for this important task preserving
the purity of our people and clear doubts for any such families
from the records of the Rabbinate of Israel.

Prepared and Signed by some who were present:
Mr. Menachem Kharilkar,

Rav Reuven Garsulkar,

Rabbi Yehoshua Ezra Kolet.

Remarks from Shaniwar-Teli Team
Shaniwar-Teli e-newsletter constantly receives requests
from India from youngsters who claim their
grandparents were Bene-Israel or one of their parents
are Bene-Israel. There are cases where one of the
partners is a Bene-Israel and other has converted.

These are all complicated cases that need professional
guidance. We suggest all such cases be forwarded to

Rabbi Yehoshua Ezra
Kolet

+972526060394

E-mail:
rabbijkolet@hotmail.com
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Fury of Nissim Moses

The issue of derogatory article (discussed above) upset Nissim Moses and he wrote a furious letter blaming Rabbi
Yehoshua Ezra Kolet on starting this issue and taking it to the Jerusalem Rabbinical court when the issue is closed, dead
and buried decades ago.

Why not let “sleeping dogs lie” Nissim wrote (avoid interfering in a situation that is currently causing no problems but may
well do so as a result of such interference).

Our Bene-Israel Ancestors Did Much More than what we know

The contribution of Indian Jews to Israel - The Jerusalem Post (jpost.com)
We already know that in 1850 Bene-Israel Jews sent money to Israel to build the grave of Rachel in Jerusalem. It is mentioned at the site.

Little do the people of Israel and world Jewry know that the Jews
of India, known as Bene Israel, were actively involved with
fructifying their dream of a return to Zion way back from about
1830.

The Bene Israel played an important role in the creation and
development of modern Israel from before the establishment of
the state in 1948. They participated in activities in support of Jews
suffering during the pogroms in Czarist Russia. (Pogroms in the
Russian Empire (Russian: Egpetickue noepomsi 8 Poccutickou
umniepuu) were large-scale, targeted, and repeated anti-Jewish
rioting that began in the 19th century.)

They were also the first to revive the teaching of spoken Hebrew
as a second language at the matriculation and collegiate level in
India, way before Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, who started in only 1880.
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Meet Florabelle Moses Talkar

Florabelle Moses | Eugene Ballet

Florabelle Moses (Nissim Moses’s
daughter was bornin Israel and
trained at the Bat-Dor dance school in
Israel where she obtained six levels of
dance certifications from the Royal
Academy of Dance in London. She
studied at the Rubin Academy of Music
and Dance in Jerusalem, affiliated with
the Hebrew University. After receiving
her Bachelor in Dance and Dance
Educationin 1991, she moved to
Eugene and received her Master’s in
Dance from the University of Oregon in
1993.

Our Bene-Israel community members
have excelled everywhere in their
profession. From painting to leading
orchestras and now Florabelle as an

artist.
See her facebook at :
(20+) Florabelle Moses | Facebook

Petrushka
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Raigad Jewish Association (RJA) Honored Teachers

Herzl Bhonkar

RJA respected the four representatives sent by Rabbi
Daniel Talkar from Ashdod at Magen Aboth
Synagogue at Alibag on Jan 1, 2023 for teaching the
local Bene-Israel various kosher procedures and
traditions. Below you can also see the teaching in
process in Alibaug.

| Visit to Ambepur synagogue
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Preservation of our only Monument in
India Moshe Sogaokar

President -"A National Union for Bene-Israel a Community in Israel"

Repairs, Maintenance and Preservation of this only Bene-Israel monument in India
should be the responsibility of the Government of India.

We preserve and maintain the monument in Haifa at the expense of the Israeli
state.

This is my sincere opinion and we are going to work on this logical argument to
preserve and maintain the only monument build in India with the funds from the
Bene-Israel community.

Need $100,000

NIMNRY N7 0DNY 1T DTN ZRY-]2 NOYTIR 7Y M'yI ARITRN ,0017'N
1T Nwnn

LN NN [1avn 7V N9'N2 NOITINN NX D'7TNNNI D'YNYN 11X

NIX PTANYTINWYT "D T A170 (1Y0N 7V TIAY7 0710 1INIXRE NN My TIT
JNIY 2 NP 19001 1TINA NNIQIY TR NVITIRN

For restoration

Contact Raigad Jewish
Association”
+91 98224 11110
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Bene-Israel Synagogue in Kiryat Gat Robbed

(17) Facebook

A robber entered the premises of a Bene-Israel synagogue in Kiryat Gat
in Israel. He was caught on the CC cameras.
https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1/videos/54125197124730

7

The thief took 6000NIS cash 70,000 NIS in cheques and a mobile
phone. Police send a message on the missing mobile phone and the
thief replies asking for 10,000 NIS in Crypto currency to return the
cheques and the phone. The thief did not realize he was being traced
through the stolen phone and was traced and arrested. All the items

were returned to the synagogue.
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Malida- In A Different Way

| was a child then when, on some Saturdays our parents took us to a .
Wadauvkar family, who lived at Dadar TT, to attend Malida ceremony. i’

/
They use to have a Malida every Saturday in the family and it was always open P {
to the community, who ever could and would like to attend. ‘ | ,
What was unusual with them was that their Malida did not use Poha (Rice 3 ..,\ \
flakes) as is used in traditional Madia preparations. They would have cut -‘

coconut pieces with sugar sprinkled on the coconut. i ‘h 5 \ R |

The prayers would be the same traditional prayers but Malida itself was

prepared in a different way. They would also not have fruits. / hz\

Are there other families too that followed this way of Malida preparation? . w
£ » /‘

Shulmith Charikar (our Editor) remembers her father’s mother performing malida with coconut and sugar. She was from Pakistan.
Shulmith says she remembers the wonderful taste of the freshly cut coconut. Shulmith further thinks families living on Pakistan mainly
preformed this Malida due to lack of Poha in Pakistan.

Herzl Bhonkar (RJA —President) updates that in Alibaug synagogue for many years, after Saturday evening prayers distributed coconut
and sugar. Malida is basically offering to God from our income. So those who had coconut plantation and paddy field offered a
coconut & poha malida. While those who had only coconut plantation, offered coconut & sugar malida.
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Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award

The Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award (PBSA) is the
highest honour conferred on
overseas Indians. PBSA is
conferred by the Honourable
President of India as part of
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
Convention on Non-Resident
Indians, Persons of Indian

Reena Vinod Pushkarna ... Read more at:
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/17th-pravasi-

bharatiya-samman-award-2023-announced/

The whole Indian community in Israel
knows Reena and her husband Vinod and
her warm reception every time we visit her
Tandoori restaurants. India chooses her
business, along with 27 other world
businesses around the world that help
developed the culture of India. 9 Jan, 2023

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman (PBS) is conferred for outstanding contributions in any of the following areas.

“Social and humanitarian causes in India or abroad”
“Better understanding of India”

“Support to India’s causes and concerns in a tangible
way

“Social and humanitarian causes in India or abroad”
“Better understanding of India”

“Support to India’s causes and concerns in a tangible
way

“Building closer links between India, the overseas
Indian community and their country of residence;”
“Welfare of the local Indian community”
“Philanthropic and charitable work”.

“Eminence in one’s field or outstanding work, which
has enhanced India’s prestige in the country of
residence; or”

“Eminence in skills which has enhanced India’s prestige
in that country (for non-professional workers
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Should Bene-Israel Community Do This?

Pre released in the interest of the community

f’ﬁi“ .

Need $100,000
For restoration
Contact Raigad Jewish

Association
+91 98224 11110

Should Bene-Israel community make a major sacrifice?

The only memorial of the Bene-Israel in Navgao is rotting and
needs repairs and restoration. The community does not have
$100K to $200K needed to repair it.

Some are of the opinion to discard the old monument and
make a new, a more Jewish monument instead, like a
Menorah, the symbol of the state of Jews; Israel. When you
look at the present monument, no where you get an
impression of it being a Jewish Landmark. This new monument
too could cost about S100K to $200K and you will get a real
Jewish symbol, as it should be meant to.

In either case nothing can be done unless funds are available
either for repairs or for new monument.

On the other hand, there is a need for road expansion in
Bandra and our old un-used Bene-Israel graveyard can become
part of this future expanded road.

Should the community give up the old graveyard and use the
money for the repair or building a new monument in Navgao?

?

°
Send your thoughts to email shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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Our always wonderful Bene-Israel Ladies
Mrs. Seema Jhirad Felicitated

Rahel Bhonkar

We already know Seema Aunty
from our volume 11 (left).

Our always wonderful Bene-Israel Ladies

Now at the age of 72 she won Mrs. Seema Jhirad Felicitated
the 3rd prize in marathon in Rahel Bhonkar

Mrs. Seema Jhirad was blessed by "Rashmi Joshi", the environmental
woman in the Maharashtra region, on Sunday, May 2Sth, 2022. This
ceremony was organized by Mumbai women welfare forum at "Yishvant
Natia Garva Dadar Matonga". Mrs. Seema Jhirad was felicitated by
Rashmi Joshi Environmentalist Maharashtra Rajya on Sunday, 29th May
2022.

BKC - Bandra Kurla Complex.

Our representative Rachel contacted Seema on our behalf and Seema
was kind enough to write a few words about herself which we are
presenting on next page. We have no way to get matter typed in
Marathi so we are presenting the original hand written matter.

Please join us in congratulate Seema, a dedicated social worker for yea

Bandra Kurla Complex
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How IOBI managed to destroy the trust of the Bene-Israel ﬁ o)
o N A 'C'i“.z,\g/} "s{.'..::.-;;' |
Community World Wide for selfish reasons. Ly

Notice: After we issued our “What to Expect in this ST” page, a lot of pressure was put on us not to include this article. But we decided td keép it
as a community member has written it and has put trust in us to publish it. If we suppress their voice than what are we doing? We also realize
that the writer only wants that the group keep the promises for with it was formed. Helping Bene-Israel and repair the Monument

Past six years | am a member of IOBI, since 2018. How excited we were when the international
Bene-Israel meeting was held in Mumbai. John-Perry announced that there was no one to help
him when he was an immigrant, but now he is forming IOBI that will help every immigrant and
help every Bene-Israel who needs help. They will repair and restore the only monument. They

will get donations from around the world for this purpose.

Now six years later there is not a single example of IOBI helping any Bene-Israel in problem.
Jewish Agency closed their office in Mumbai that disturbed life’s of many, but IOBI did not
help. There were issues in Israel of Rabbinate not approving some Bene-Israel marriages, 10BI
did not help. The Memorial is crying for repairs that IOBI had promised. Six years is not enough
time to start repairs on our only monument? What happened to all big talks and promises?

So now | wonder what the reason was we formed IOBI. IJF was doing the job. Why did we need
IOBI? In 2020 | was very angry when Leo Daniels called the group an impotent chat group and
nothing more. But we now seem to agree with him. | think now most of the members of IOBI
agree with Leo. 10BI is doing nothing. Not in India, Canada, USA, UK; so why call it
International? In Israel Gupte is attending events organized by others and calls it IOBI event.
Singing Jana Gana Mana for the embassy was not what IOBI was created for.

| request the respectable members of IOBI, who have all realized that in six years IOBI has only
proven to be a napunsik group that did not achieve a single aim of the purpose of it being
formed; to take up the matter and change the leadership to someone Jewish and more
concern about common Jewish Bene-Israel community of the world. Let not the monument cry
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Where is my Money? The Community asks? 3

We Shaniwar Teli tried three times but failed each time to initiate the repairs of our Navgao
monument during last two years. Main reason was that community members claimed that
they have already tons of money for this purpose, but no one knows where it is.

First Attempt:

Along with RJA and IJF during Dec. 2019 a meeting was initiated by Herzl Bhonkar and 16 major
community members met in Jonnathan Solomon's office. Each promised to give 100,000 NIS
by the end of the month to start getting estimates of the repairs. Ruth Greenfeild had already
paid 50,000 Rs. and this amount would be added (as per her wish).

However only 3 people paid. Herzl Bhonkar, Leo Daniel and Shimshon Galsurkar. Everyone else
absconded. Only God knows why. Everyone is in good financial position but just that the
community seems in their least priority. Finally waiting for the payment for two years, Herzl
returned the money to Leo Daniels and David Galsurkar in Dec.2022. First failure. (People may
not have paid for the same reason as you will read in third attempt.)

Second Attempt:

Our Australasia Bene-Israel community representative of Shaniwar Teli promised to make an
effort to get together S 100,000. This effort too was started a while ago but there has been no
response since. We assume it must have not gone through. As we understand they have heard
of I0BI pocketing the money collected by the community for this purpose and the community
has lost trust. IOBI have never submitted the accounts nor repaid IJF and Eli Kadoori Trust for
all the expenses incurred in India on food, travel, and entertainment etc. in 1918.

Read on to better understand the gimmick I0BI played in making the whole community
scape-goats for personal advantages of few.
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Third Attempt

Recently we tried to collect S 100,000 for RJA from our community, worldwide.

At this stage we were surprised to receive messages and phone calls asking us what had happened
to the money that was already donated....!!??

Story that we understand:

Though there is IJF, some seasoned thief came up with an idea to form a new group, IOBI. So an
international meeting of Bene-Israel leaders and community was called in 2018. This meeting was
arranged by IJF to form |OBI (IJF should have objected, when IJF existed, forming a new group was
fruitless as we witness after 6 years) along with the Eli Kadoori Trust funds.

As it was a three days program it was managed by the committee members of Elly Kadoorie School.
The expenses for the functions, decorations, artistes, lunch, dinner, tea and refreshments, were

‘)

- ) g8

o
| S

Need $100,000
For restoration

Contact Raigad Jewish
Association

+91 98224 11110

borne by IJF. |JF also arranged for travel by water launch free of charge to Alibaug, to the monument.

IJF confirms that there were lots of promises made by IOBI individuals to collect donations. But nothing materialized. IJF also confirms
they did not collect monies for the memorial repair purpose but towards the expenses for this meeting. It was then decided that the
memorial will be developed under the banner of 10BI.

IJF collected monies only for the expenses towards the celebrations and functions during these three days celebrations. IJF had called
upon IOBI to declare whatever they have collected. But when Bene Binyamin resigned and Gupte took over the reins of IOBI and she
submitted no accounts. Why?

In fact, IOBI-India submitted the accounts to IOBI- Israel, with a condition that they will submit their list of donations collected. There
were no expenses borne by IOBI. All the expenses of the function, decorations, artistes, lunch, dinner, tea and refreshments, were
borne by IJF.

Further, IJF was surprised by the way IOBI functions. David Talagaokar was the Vice President of IOBI, representing the Indian Bene
Israel Community. But David was never informed by I0BI as to when he was not to function as the Vice president and some other
person was appointed on his behalf. It looks like David could have been a hindrance in pocketing the money so he was quietly
removed. Other too who asked questions were quickly removed. All scapegoats and were kept on. "Appo Deepo Bhava" means “I am
the light. Be surrendered to me. What ever | say, never doubt it” Let me pocked the money. Don’t ask questions.( Jew-Hindu-Budha)
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We were not able to understand who collected the 10BI should IJF should
repair the repair the
onumont omumont

money on behalf of IOBI.

The people who made the list and formed the 10BI
WhatsApp group were also involved in collecting the
money, we were told. No receipts were issued and
were promised after the stationery was ready. No one
received any receipt. On enquiring we were told the
WhatsApp group was formed by Gupta who is the
administrator from the very beginning (2018) and
therefore she should have collected the money or
should know who collected the money. But IOBI have
said nothing on this collection. Where are all the
donations given for Memorial repairs.

Where is the donated money to 10BI for repairs of the monument?

John Perry takes the entire credit of forming the I0BI as per his interview given to some TV channel. As always he likes to take fake
credit. Does nothing but takes credit on other people's work. It was the work of IJF and EK School Trust made this possible. With the
leadership of IOBI in Gupta's hand the group became an impotent group that did nothing in six years for the community.

It seems the formation of IOBI was not really for the benefit of few dishonest Bene-Israel self-appointed leaders. Forming an impotent
NGO to collect donations from USA in the name of Bene-Israel and pocket the money by these few. Still no accounts are shown by I0BI
Israel. As told to us by an IOBI member in Israel. (Read the last 3 months activity of IOBI in Israel to understand what community says).

In conclusion, John Perry (who calls every one Bastard who does not agree with him) managed to fool all the Bene-Israel into forming
an unnecessary group I0Bl and making it an impotent group by blocking all the accounts. IOBI shows 200+ long list of membership in
USA to get their donations that never reaches community people. IJF should never have allowed a second body to be formed. At the
most they could have allowed an IJF — foreign member’s wing (as this IOBI idea was created by Bene-Israel’s living outside of India).

Situation Today: Now our people don't trust both; not I0BI nor JF and refuse to donate again.
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IOBI, please leave the group and join IJF.

We asked few respectable leaders about the donations.

Mr. Nissim Moses: My mouth is shut. Don’t ask me. (he was present in the 2018 meeting and had made a donation)

Mr. Elijah Jacob: | know | made a donation for the repairs of the monument in 2018 but no repairs were done.

Mr. David Talagaokar: | was traveling to USA in those days so have no idea about donations.

Mr. Herzl Bhonkar: As my mother had passed away, | did not attend these meetings. No one approached me for any repairs.

Who collected the money? Where is the money? Where is the donors list and amounts? Who pocketed it? In this game of "The Thief of
Bagdad" the biggest loss is of our community. People will not give donations for same reason again and again and again. There may be
another "The Thief of New Jersey" waiting around the corner.

If members who are still in IOBI realize the amount of damage I0BI has done to the community, and how we have been cheated by

Our above conclusions are based on the information that we have received. If others have more / different information, please send it to and we will publish that too.

LOSTMONEY

Wanted
©

N

Our community money is stolen

Come to
police station

DETECTIVES < ‘
No No Baba
we don't want to i
\ N
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IJF & 10BI and the Navgao Memorial Moneyin Lacs. Where is it?

During 1918 IJF and Eli Koodari School Trust bore
all the local expenses, when leaders of Bene-Israel
community met in Mumbai and decided to form
an additional group; IOBI.

They were also taken to Navgao Memorial. At this
point many IOBI leaders committed to collect
funds for the repairs of the monument and it was
decided that IOBI would be responsible for the
repairs of the Monument. The local political
leader Mr. Patil was to add to the funds collected
by IOBI.

Donations were collected, but no one has any
idea where these donations are? Who took them?

We have asked both I0BI and IJF to give us
a list of donors. Let us see what response
we get. Here too we are requesting both
IJF and I0BI to give the doner’s list so that
this confusion is cleared and the

There was no reason to form I0BI when IJF existed. However it was created in the

community can re-trust. Lacs of rupees name of doing pending heritage projects for the Bene-Israel community, starting
have been donated. Some doners have with the Monument in Navgao. 1918 to 1923; 6 years and nothing has been done.
given details. Where is the money? Who Took The Money? Thief of Bagdad?
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T02
Shalom Everybody,
| would like to share some views about the Pillar which is also known as Stambh the Memory of our
Jewish Bene Israel (Sons Of Israel) Monument in Navgao (Maharashtra, India. This story was told to
us by Mr. Mordekhai Ghosalkar from Ahmedabad who later lived in Lod and passed away in Lod.

As written in the book of Shoftim there was a serious war between the 12 tribes of the sons of Israel
which is known as milkhemet Ha Akhim (War of Brother/tribes) where all the eleven tribes were
against tribe Binyamin after the end of the war all the tribes came together in the place called shillo.
All the tribes came back but the last ship of Binyamin did not return so it is assumed that that ship
came to India at this Navgao sea shore.

When this ship came to the Navgao shore the Jewish people were fainted (unconscious) because of certain reasons like lack of food
and water etc..... The citizens of Navgao thought that they were dead and tried to burn then because they didn’t know that they were
Jews. As the fire was lit the Jews woke up and their lives were saved and so the local people started calling them Chit Pavan Lok which
means they were brought to life by their fire of Gods.

We Bene Israel (Sons of Israel) were also known as Shanivar Teli. Then the Jews started doing the Torah study and the study of
Halakhot and also of Shulkhan Arokh. In their remembrance the pillar was made in 1960’s. Now the question is that are we
Sons of Binyamin. If yes then how come we have the DNA of Cohan???

There is no perfect proof of that. As we also know that the strongest Tribe in all 12 tribes was the Yehuda (Judah) tribe which fought
lots of battles and never lost a single. The Judah’s tribe also helped lots of non-Jewish kings to win their battles because of that it is
assumed that we Jews were called as Yehudi on Yehuda’s name.
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According to Bene-Israel Wikipedia it is written;

The history of the Jews in India dates back to antiquity. Judaism was one of the first foreign religions to arrive in India in recorded
history. Indian Jews are small religious minorities who have lived in India since ancient times. They have experienced very sparse
instances of anti-Semitism from the local non-Jewish majority.

The better-established ancient Jewish communities have assimilated many of the local traditions through cultural diffusion. While
some Indian Jews have stated that their ancestors arrived during the time of the Biblical Kingdom of Judah, others claim descent from
the Ten Lost Tribes of the pre-Judaic Israelites who arrived in India earlier. Still some other Indian Jews contend that they descend
from the Israelite Tribe of Manasseh and they are referred to as the Bene-Menashe.

The Jewish population in British India peaked at around 20,000 in the mid-1940s according to some estimates, with others putting the
number as high as 50,000, but the community declined rapidly due to emigration to the newly formed Israel, after the Partition of
Palestine at the end of British Mandate in 1948. The Indian Jewish community is now estimated to count no more than 5,000

People in India.

The Bene Israel (Sons of Israel) also referred to as the Shanivar Teli (Saturday oil-pressers) or Teli Jew as their caste, as Teliis a
community in India. It has been suggested that they are the descendants of one of the Ten Lost Tribes via their ancestors who had
settled there centuries ago. In the 19th century, after they were taught about normative (Ashkenazi and Sephardi) Judaism, they
migrated from villages in the Konkan region to nearby cities throughout British India—primarily to Mumbai, but also to Pune,
Ahmedabad, and Karachi (now in Pakistan), where they gained prominent positions within the British colonial government and the
Indian Army.

| hope you all enjoyed being with me for some time. If | have hurt anyone or anybody s feelings Please spare the un pleasantries.
| wish you all a pleasant Khag Tu Bi Swat Sameach May Hashem

Bless you all..... Amen Be Happy Be safe

Yours Faith Fully,

Yafeth Uziel Elijah Pingle

Ashdod Israel

20.January 2023
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Shalom Everybody

According to the Book EVOLUTION of the BENE ISRAEL and their SYNAGOGUES in the
KONKAN Written by Dr. Irene Judah

Chapter 1 and Chapter 11

History (Chapter 1)

Historical evidence which is available, states that the ancestors of the Bene-Israel’s fled
from Northern Galilee during the persecution instituted by foreign enemies, chief
amongst them Antiochus Epiphanes who invaded the land around 175 BCE, and which
had finally lead to the Maccabian Revolt and Uprising.

History has recorded that Antiochus Epiphanes (a Greek Hellenistic king- 175 -164 BCE) in
175 BC planned to exterminate the religion of the Hebrews. He killed 40,000 Jews in just
30 days, sold a similar number as slaves, took some thousands as slaves for himself,
defiled their temple, pillaged their treasure and collected a large bounty for himself.
However, in spite of that, some Jews did manage to escape.

The flight of the Bene Israels occurred before the Maccabian uprising. This is based on the
religious observances of various holidays, fasts, birth, marriage, burial and sacrificial rites
that the Bene Israels observed. They did not celebrate Hanukah, which commemorates
the incident after the Maccabees liberated the temple. Also the Bene Israel’s were not
aware of the destruction of the second temple

by Titus.

Evolution of The Bene Israels and their Synagogues in
The Konkan: Dr. Judah, Irene: 9789385665561:
Amazon.com: Books

Jews in India, mainly those in Maharashtra are called
Bene Israels, which in Hebrew means 'Sons of Israel"".
The author goes into their history, starting from the
Galilee, going into details about the various
possibilities about their journey, where, what, and how
did they come, starting from their land of origin to
their landing on the shores of India, more than 2000
years ago. Then what happened over the years to their
language, customs, culture, mode of dress,
professions, prayers etc. Why did they choose the
name Bene Israel for themselves, their own names,
surnames with associated causes and references. Their
historical background over the last 2000 years up to
the present ie 2016. In this book the author has
written about the Synagogues in the Konkan area,
going into their history, background with several
anecdotes and experiences she encountered on her
visits to the Synagogues, going into their evolution
over the years, while visiting some of these
Synagogues as a child and her memories of those
Synagogues. Then visiting those Synagogues as an
adult several times and documenting them. Some in
1985 (few of them), then in 2000, again in 2006, some
in 2009, then again most of them in 2014, and as
recent as 2015, documenting their state of affairs,
earlier and now, with photographs wherever possible.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel Volume # 14 April 1, 2023 71



https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Israels-their-Synagogues-Konkan/dp/9385665561
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Israels-their-Synagogues-Konkan/dp/9385665561
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Israels-their-Synagogues-Konkan/dp/9385665561

Thus began the journey of the Bene Israels, travelling the routes opened by King Solomon for trade with India and other countries of
the east. This small group of fleeing Jews in boats, reached or rather got shipwrecked on the western coast of India, in the Konkan
region about 15 miles from Cheul. The Cheul creek is between Bassein and Mahad creek. Cheul was the chief port of trade in year 2
BCE.

This theory gains credence, because Cheul was a flourishing trade center at that time. Their destination was Cheul, but while in the
Cheul creek, their ships were caught in a storm and they were shipwrecked near the Henery Kenery islands. The shipwreck was either
due to a storm or their ignorance of navigation along the Konkan coast, which is treacherous and very rocky. The total number of Jews
who were shipwrecked is not known, nor the number of boats in which they were travelling. What is clearly known is that 14 people, 7
men and 7 women of the group survived. Also it is not known nor documented, how only 7 men and 7 women of the group survived.
Also, it is not known how only 7 men and 7 women and not any other odd number survived, seems miraculous though odd. Also it is
not known whether these 7 men and 7 women were husband and wife, and if so how many of the couples were really couples.

When they landed in Nawgaon, they were lying unconscious on the beach. Local fisher folk gave them resuscitation, took them to their
residences, fed them and made them strong. In other words, helped them in every possible way. Further, they helped them settle in
Nawgaon and later on as their numbers increased, helped them settle in the neighboring villages and helped them support
themselves. Qil pressing, coconut and betel nut farming, animal husbandry and carpentry became their professions.

The survivors took refuge in the village of Nawgaon, where they buried their dead co-travelers and that spot is there till today, though
not clearly marked but is visible, sort of, as mounds of stone. A memorial has been built there to commemorate this event.

Thank You very much
Yafeth Uziel Elijah Pingle
Ashdod Israel

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel Volume # 14 April 1, 2023 72




Shalom Everybody

According to the Book “EVOLUTION of the BENE ISRAEL and their SYNAGOGUES in the KONKAN”
Written by Dr. Irene Judah

Chapter 1 and Chapter 11

Monument to the Bene Israel Ancestors at Nawgaon (Chapter 11)

This symbolic memorial was built in 1964 and later replaced in 1985 by a pillar. The project for
making a monument at Nawgaon and how this project was initiated makes for an interesting story.
The Government of Maharashtra offered to build a public water reservoir in the town of Talla,
provided its citizens would raise Rs 96,000/- as part funding towards the cost of construction. The
fifty members of the Bene Israel congregation of

the Knesset Israel Synagogue of Talla managed to raise Rs 16,000/-, one sixth of the money that had
to be raised by all the residents of Talla. They contributed this amount to the authorities.

Subsequently, to show their appreciation for this splendid contribution by the congregation of the

Knesset Israel Synagogue, the other residents wanted to erect a suitable memorial at Talla, for them.

However, the Bene Israel congregation offered another an alternative, requesting their help in the
erection of a suggestion, monument to their ancestors at Nawgaon. This struck a responsive cord.
Donations were collected and though everything lagged behind the original schedule, ultimately
things fell into place.

All the Bene Israels made a concerted effort to construct a monument at Nawgaon in memory of
their ancestors, lest posterity forget their story. Bene Israels within as well as from outside India
supported the project and sent donations. A lot of non-Jews like the residents of Talla donated.

EVOLUTION of the
BENE ISRAELS
and their SYNAGOGUES
in the KONKAN

lL Dr. Irene Judah

Evolution of The Bene Israels and their
Synagogues in The Konkan: Dr. Judah,
Irene: 9789385665561: Amazon.com:
Books $17.69
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A committee was formed under the sponsorship of the Tiphereth Israel Synagogue in Mumbai (Bombay), chaired by Mr Shellim
Samuel, Advocate High Court, with representatives from all the Bene Israel synagogues and prayer halls in Bombay, Thane, Poona
(Pune), Talla, Alibagh, Revdanda and others. Their first meeting was held on 19th August 1973. The aim of the memorial project was
not only to construct an impressive monument but also to provide a proper road leading up to the cemetery, put up a proper sign
board and getting the road renamed after the Nawgaon cemetery, with proper fencing and providing a rest house near the
cemetery. The committee also proposed to approach the Archeological Society of India and enter into an agreement for the
preservation of the cemetery and get it recognized as a monument of historical significance.

The design for the monument was created by a Bene Israel architect, late Joshua Benjamin of Delhi. The design is based on the
traditional Jewish symbol, the shield of David (a six pointed star), which would be the base of the six-sided pillar about 17 feet high.
Appropriate Hebrew, English, Marathi inscriptions were to be written on the sides of the pillar to commemorate the landing of the first
group of Bene Israels at Nawgaon. The base of the pillar was to have six black Kaddapa stones on which donor names would appear.

By 1985, though the monument was complete, due to lack of funds the peripheral wall around the cemetery could not be built nor is it
built till today i.e. up to 2016. As of today, everything is in shambles, there is no peripheral wall and the monument is in a dilapidated
state requiring urgent repairs. The wordings are faded and cannot be read properly. Currently, the cemetery is being used

for burials and is being maintained to the some extent by the committee of the Magen Aboth Synagogue in Alibagh.

The Bene Israel congregation of Jerusalem built the “Jerusalem gate”. When | asked one of the committee members of the Magen
Aboth Synagogue as to why it was named Jerusalem Gate, since the name did not seem appropriate or relevant, nor did it make any
sense, he got livid, really, really angry. He told me that nobody took permission or consulted the managing committee and just did it on
their own, hurting their sentiments, as if it all belonged to only them.

| asked a few non-Jewish villagers in and around that area as to what was their reaction to the entire project. Most told me that they
were happy with the fact that a memorial to the Bene Israel ancestors had been built. But not a single person was happy about the
naming, position and design of the gate. They said that this is Maharashtra, in India and represents the Bene Israel’s of
Maharashtra. So it should have been named accordingly. | asked them what name would they have liked, the unanimous reply was
“Nawgaon Gate”.

Thank You very much, Yafeth Uziel Elijah Pingle, Ashdod Israel
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About Late Rabbi Avraham Ashtamker in his own words

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1000413710145918& cft [0]=AZVBBG92RWDiPWTDPbggyEABC70H3tkimRh KUS56XRBRi6GagwNip95-
nP7fikXx14X8R0OkGaih40PC3EWDCXHo4HS8EsfRcS94YU2 Bqeg2BL4G3-b44GbeoobTsHzAy-A9zKnaxzTwfZO9A6GEYL4B2& tn  =-UC%2CP-R

English and Marathi is Google Translation. Hebrew is the original.
The rabbi of the Indian community and the rabbi of the "Magen Shlomo" synagogue - Yavne-
| was born in 1958 in the village of Tala, in a region called Maharashtra in India, to a religious family with all the
members of the family living together in harmony: grandparents, fathers, brothers, uncles, uncles, uncles and their
companions.
It is said in the family that my father Mori used to serve as an escort to his uncle, Rabbi Avraham Ashtamker z"l, and
in his old age he blessed my father to have a son who is a wise student.
After the passing of Rabbi Avraham, my father's uncle, | was born. From the day | was born a week or more, | refused
to drink milk and only after my grandmother Rachel Gha
Giving the name of the deceased Avraham Ashtamker, my father's uncle, | started drinking milk. | grew up on the lap
of my grandfather Murray Moshe A.H. | remember even childhood poems adapted for us for school in the pot: "
Fetat Huta Sawira Uguito ", interpreted as when dawn breaks the sun rises and the rooster calls and wakes the
children to school. All the kids | learned and played these local games "Kabadi", (ho ho character) and a game called
"Viti Danda". Tela Cemetery- My ownership of the country .

In 1969, | studied at the Mamad Raban Gamliel school, and in middle school. The game | was attached to was
football. At school, because of the language problem, | moved to the working and learning youth until | enlisted to
live 18 in the IDF for compulsory service. | married my partner Pnina Shakhi and we had three children, two sons and
a daughter. | blessed them with grandchildren. At the end of my military service, | was trained by Rabbi Eliyahu
Ashtamkar 11 in prayers, and Rabbi David Hajaj 11 in the mitzvot of circumcision.

And Rabbi Yaakov Faberker zt"l in the mitzvot of responsa, and the rabbis of the city of Yavneh and the rabbi Yosef
Abuhatzira zt"l and the rabbi, Avraham Kreuzer zt"l, who helped me a lot in all matters related to Halacha and
teaching.

Today | am in contact with the local rabbi, Rabbi David Abuhatzira Shlita, the son and successor of the late rabbi.
Today | work as the community rabbi and the rabbi of the "Magen Shlomo" synagogue for the immigrants of India in
Yavne, T.V. provides the services to the community and to anyone who requires all religious needs: in the
preparation of chuppahs and kiddushin, circumcisions, all religious needs throughout the country and abroad, they
are in prayer arrangements of holidays and Sabbaths, etc. .
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Wedding-

When | reached old age, | will always remember the years that have passed when | remember my place of residence "Tala in India" how we were raised and educated in the
ways of the Torah by our parents and teachers, and we were strongly connected with the synagogue in our place of residence, which also served as a local and regional
rabbinate. Therefore, | decided that the name of the synagogue on the prayer books should be mentioned as the name of the synagogue "Knesset Israel". The Jews of the
place were called by the residents "Shabat Tali" ("The Treasures of Your Name Shabbat") after the daily occupation on weekdays of producing oil from sesame in and
various species, returning from their work on the Sabbath day and being gathered in the "Knesset Israel" synagogue for prayer and Torah lessons, large and small. To
approach a holiday and a club, also learn the style of prayer and its interpretations in the language of the place that is understandable to everyone. The gentile residents of
the place respected the Jew in the place so much that when he walked in the chuppah processions or today celebrated in the pronunciations in front of the synagogue, they
would stop playing, until they passed in front of the synagogue.

Synagogue-

The village was located on a mountain and most of the drinking and cooking water was filled from a well called "Sonar Vir" or "Sonerchi Baudi" which was located at the
bottom of the mountain. In the winter, the well was filled with water, and during the summer days there was almost no water left inside, to the point that it was necessary
to wake up in the early morning and go down in it in order to dilute water by coconut shell, directly from the source of the spring. The well in the villages was used by the
local Jews on Rosh Hashanah to recite "Tishlich" and on Yom Kippur for the baptism of a mitzvah for men. These holidays apply in India at the end of the winter period. The
sukkah of the synagogue was built entirely of walls and shielding from mehadrin kosher branches, the occupants of it smelling "the smell of the field in the thigh". In order
to obtain an etrog for a blessing, they would go to the nearby villages, and from here we see the fondness of the mitzvah how precious it is to every Jew everywhere.

Rabbis from different countries of Israel continued to visit my grandfather's house, Rabbi Moshe bar Binyamin Ashtamker z"l throughout the year and stayed with him.not
only that, but we also immigrated to Eretz Israel they continued to visit my grandfather and grandfather and ate from the food of my grandmother Morti Rachel 75, and |
pray to the Creator of the world and there a Jew who was privileged to immigrate to the Land of Israel, will tell the story of his life to his household members and give in the
hearts of those living abroad the faith and confidence in it.

Not only by saying "Next year in Jerusalem," but also by deed, they will be granted aliyah to
our holy land and will see the building of Zion in Jerusalem, and we will soon receive the
coming of the Redeemer of Justice in our day.

Amen & Amen.
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A New Mikveh in Mazgaon, Mumbai

This Mikveh was
built by Rabbi Eliran
and his wife Elisheba
at Mazgaon, where
they are residing in a
rented bungalow.
This Mikveh is for
women only.
Opened on 5/2/2023
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MOTIVATION FOR PRAYERS

God knew humans well and how selfish human race is. That is the reason God gave humans
sexual pleasures so that this selfish creature will run after this pleasure and produce the
next generation. If not these humans would never have sex as it give them no benefit.

Obviously this selfish human race will never pray if there was no personal benefit for them.
Humans have aspirations desires and greed to succeed. They need someone to fulfill their
hopes. Who else than God! Praying to God can help fulfil their dreams.

There are no limits to wishes of humans. Better job, better home, better salary, better
marks, better health, first son, job for children, marriage of children, jobs for grandchildren,
getting useful wife, getting a fruitful husband, first second and then third cars.... no end to
the demands of humans and their hope is in just prayers.

Prayers are completely self-motivated in all self-centered intentions.

Catch-22

The Collins English Dictionary | The book is set on an American airbase in Italy and tells the story of Captain Yossarian, a bombardier in the Army Air

defines a catch-22 as follows: Corps who wants to be discharged.
The only way he can be discharged is by claiming that the war has made him insane. However, the camp’s doctor

points out that Yossarian’s desire to be discharged (and thus safe) proves his sanity. Yossarian is caught in a
paradoxical situation.

“If you describe a situation as a
catch-22, you mean it is

an impossible situation because
you cannot do one thing until The term is first introduced by the character Doc Daneeka, an army psychiatrist who invokes “Catch-22" to explain
you do another thing, but you why any pilot requesting mental evaluation for insanity demonstrates his own sanity in creating the request and
thus cannot be declared insane.

cannot do the second thing

until you do the first thing.” ao
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Magen Hassidim, Mumbai

Ronen Bhonkar

continues at
Magen Hassidim
Mumbai after high
holidays were

The repair work ) L | s;ﬂ?

over.
-.Is
Front beam marble and Granite Polishing 3 New power saver fans Floor polishing completed
fixed fitted. 12 more required

12 Fans are required.

Community members

who would like to

donate one fan per

person, please contact

Mr. Ronen Bhonkar

+91 96195 67555

Rs. 4850 / fan

If you want to sponsor
food for festivals

Double vitrified Italian marble pattern | Platinum white And black Tiles fixed in staircase New Trustee office with please contact Ronen
tiles fixed in Trustee office Galaxy Granite in ladies gallery wooden tiles Bhonkar.
Gallery veranda
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Open pavalion will be repaired and painted (below):
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INIVATION

We Request the Pleasure of your Company with Family to = 1z
celebrate "* » the *92nd Anniversary of Magen Hassidim Magen HaSSId Im Synagogue
Synagogue, Mumbai* on *1st of April 2023, 7p.m. onwards.*
*Mr. Noel Samson Chincholkar*&
*Mrs.Rezina Noel Chincholkar*
Has Kindly Accepted to Preside over the Function, We are Glad
that,

*Mr. Abraham Jacob Awaskar* & | Cele b,.'-;d Lin 4
*Mrs. Jesica Abraham Awaskar* : = | 2 gl
have consented to be our *Chief Guest* ¢
*&*

*Mr. Shay Noel Chincholkar* *(Youth Icon)*
have consented to be our *Guest of Honor.*
*PROGRAM:-*

@*ARBITH Prayers at 7 pm and Havdalah*
@*Auction and Lighting of All Handies*
@*Auction and Opening of Hekhal with special prayers of the
Anniversary.*

@*Auction and Cutting of 92nd Anniversary Cake*

{ ;
years

. s . | .. |
! / : .
._,./" " - '

@*Address from President of Function, Chief Guest and Guest of
Honor.*
@*Auction of Malida Eliyahoo Hannabi Prayers.*

®@*Malida* #80. @ .

®>Dinner* *: * 1st of April 2023, 7p.m.

*Mr. Ronen Levy Bhonkar*
*Managing Trustee and Secretary of Magen Hassidim Synagogue*
*Rsvp requested-* *office - 7208224979
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92" . Anniversary of Magen HaSS|d|m Mumbal

On 1°%. April 92 anniversary

that was celebrated with 350+ ‘ N o 4
member of the community. » LR

Many prominent members of 99041’7?”1“? Cdi‘bmf 7
the community were honored. of. l(ﬂ‘?t'/')/ﬁﬂtc/lﬂ)

(We are covering few pictures cj 4’41"40(?[«? ﬁ[/[mga( C) |

here. See facebook for more) »« Aran ian -

Shaniwar-Teli team was a bit
disappointed that the
managing committee that
worked so hard to get the
serious repairs done to the
synagogue was not recognized.
We hope there will be an
official opening of the
renovated synagogue when
these members are graced.
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made by IJHC (right) looking for v
name of a Indian Jew who
saved life of others.

Deor Community members,

A unique sculpted memorial is being built in Tsfat, Israel,
on Jerusalem Street adjacent to the Municipality
building. This memorial will hold names of righteous

Jews from oll over the world,

This monument was built and at
IJHC request the name of Mr.
Ashton Ashtemker was added,
as you can see in the images on
left.

We have been approached to provide names of Indian
Jews who have played an important part in saving lives
of Jewish brethren, sometimes, at the risk of their own
lives. The memorial has limited space so some names
will be placed in the golden book instead.

Please send us information including names, place of
incident and detalls of how they helped in saving lives of
other people. Please send the information to

ithercenter@qgmail.com

Astamkars name etched into
the stone with other righteous
Jews who risked their lives to
save other Jews in WW2.

Deadline for sending the information is March 30th,
2021

The Indian Jewish Heritage Team
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Though the Malida program was
cancelled in Jerusalem due to
weather forecast, the Malida at
Mazkeret Batia, a small village near
Lod and Rishon LeZion, went on
smoothly.

Nature of every problem

j® e

in one In one

week month
{@ Rabbi S5adsack
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Ashdod Elections

Moshe Chodekar 21¥ ]2 awn

Dear friends

Happy to announce a new path starting today. |
was offered to Cohen as a member of the
Ashdod Religious Council. This is a great
opportunity to serve the public and take care of
all their needs within this role.

And with that I join the faction "Ashdod will win"
Led by Eli Lahmani, who is also running for
mayor.

The appointment was recently approved at the
city council meeting, and awaits final approval
from the Ministry of Religions.

All of this couldn't have happened without the help of my dear friend Ronen Kultker.
Ronen was the one who recommended my candidacy, pushed, persuaded, and
insisted that the nomination would be approved.

For this | say thank you, and full of appreciation.

Thank you to Mr. Eli Lahmani who put his trust in me.

Hoping for a blessed action for all the public in Ashdod.

May we all be successful.
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You can trust 100% on every Bene-lIsrael to ask you;
“But | voted for you! How did you not win?”
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Ashdod Elections continued ....
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Menahem Khailkar
Have a good week everyone.

| would like to update all my friends
who support me that there will be
no primaries on March 9, 2023
because only one candidate
remains; Norin Alkasi.

| removed my name from the list
because the members of the group |
was "Keshet Oleh Hodu" decided to
support Mr. Eli Nacht in the
upcoming elections.

| wish our Indian community all the
best and success to Norin.

Nurin Dandekar is retired
secretary of Ashdod court after
46 years of experience and now
active committee member in
Ashdod Magen David Synagogue
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The worst part about
working for the
department of

unemployment is when
you get fired you still have
to show up the next day.

2 > ‘
https://youtu.be/jh3NSF021 U

Facebook
(20+) Eli Nacht | Facebook

Many of the Bene-Israel community
members in Ahave decided to support Eli
Nacht in the election for Mayor of Ashdod.

He has been seen in many Indian functions.
He speaks good English and normally speaks

to Bene-Israel community in English and

Hebrew.

Eli is born to immigrants from Ukraine and
now works for the Knesset. His details can
be found through the links provided.

Normally most of the Bl community votes

for Shahs, a religious party.
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https://youtu.be/jh3NSF021_U
https://www.facebook.com/people/Eli-Nacht/737072982/

In Jan of 2023 | was invited to speak at an international
folklore seminar in Austria on the topic of “The Role of
Saints in Defining Group Identity.” The audience was
comprised of Jewish Studies students from a university
in Frankfurt, the vast majority of whom were non
Jewish.

| enjoyed great pleasure to present a paper on Elijah’s
role in defining the Bene Israel community identity.
Elijah, aside from his stardom in the Biblical Books of
Prophets, has been identified statistically as the Jewish
saint who appears most commonly as the hero
amongst the collection of worldwide Jewish folktales
hosted at the Israel Folktale Archive in Haifa.

In fact, his appearance at the Passover Seder where
we will soon welcome him - an older, ironically
benevolent, wandering traveler - is echoed in
European international folk custom in a very similar
Father Christmas who attends the Christmas vigil feast,
where there will already be an empty place set for the
wandering traveler at the table, and the father of the
house will hear a knock at the door and welcome the
guest whom he alone can see.

Moreover, there is actually an order of Catholic monks,
the Carmelites, who defines itself as disciples of Elijah.
What is interesting to note is how they address the
more extreme moments of Elijah’s tale - while the
Biblical massacre of the Ba’al Prophets is ignored and
the many various geographical locations of miraculous
Elijah-events are conflated upon Mount Carmel to

centralize their tradition of a quiet,
pastoral monastic order on that mountain.
The original monks’ habit was even a
striped black and white one, reminiscent
of the singed mantle of Elijah, folded as it
dropped from Elijah’s fiery chariot to the

- | hands of Elisha.

The students naturally found Elijah as a character very relatable and thus
the Bene Israel tradition as well, by which they were fascinated. | shared
the story of Elijah’s original appearance on the Konkan coast where he
saved the seven founding couples from a dangerous run-in with the
Brahmin and taught the community how to survive in their new home
through tolerance and acceptance of the other, in a beautiful contrast
and poetic correction of his zealous earlier spirit.

.

| showed them how today there is scarcely a home that does not proudly
hang Elijah’s iconic image in a prominent position in the living area or
even a shop with him gracing their entrance; he adorns keychains, pocket
prayers for a safe journey and more, so that community members are
always aware of his presence and reminded that they may summon him
to help at a crisis moment: They must simply utter the almost magical
testimony of “Shema Israel,” the very same words that summoned the
prophet for their ancestors so many years ago.

Miracle stories of Elijah’s blessed interventions stretch from India and
back to Israel where he will appear as a police officer preventing a near-
entrance to the Gaza strip and who promptly disappears, or as an eagle to
escort a lost IDF jeep driver safely from the field. The connection to Elijah
and reverence of the prophet defines the community both from within,
amongst community members, and without, for the many Hindus who
attend the Jewish sacred sites which they know to be blessed by Elijah, in
heartfelt prayer for a child or other.

- . i
**Ms. Fine is an M.A. student in the
Program for Folklore and Folk Culture
at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, currently completing her
thesis work on “Sukkat HaNess” of
Ashdod among the Bene Israel
community. She welcomes any and
all feedback on this piece, and if
anyone would like to participate in
her field research on the sacred
space, she would be most grateful:
rishona.finshaul@mail.huji.ac.il
(Above Rishona is in Varulkar’s Sukka
inA shdod)
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Thus Elijah as the eternal prophet of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, whose fiery chariot can stretch its journey across heaven and earth, naturally escorts the community
Bene Israel’s along its journey through eternity, and keeps them together, in peace, wherever they do go. The students and myself have realized that we all have so much

to learn from the Bene Israel tradition and the venerable Elijah himself.

“Saints as Agents of Group Identity “

Rishona, the girl from America who was in Panvel and wished to get married and did get married, on her return; same Rishona

attended the a seminar in Austria on “Fantasy and Reality in Jewish Folklore” where she “Saints as Agents of Group Identity”.

She spoke about our Bene-Israel community that can be identified with the image of Prophet Elijah, anywhere in the world.
Bl ] | — B

‘

» ,’ — ‘
: o
Every Bene-Israel Home will have this
image
Bene-Israel shop will have such image .-I
Synagogues will display these images o

The prophet Elijah has become a kind of patron saint for Bene Israel. A ritual of thanksgiving dedicated to the Prophet
Elijah is called Eli ahu HaNabi, and is performed at weddings and other celebratory events. The ceremony features a tray of

malida, parched rice, grated coconut, fruits, nuts and sugar.
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Kirtan Recitals at Purim events.

With the arrival of the month of Adar, everyone eagerly awaited the Purim programme of
JRU. Keeping the tradition alive we all had an intimate gathering of friends and enjoyed a
cozy party on 6™ of March 2023 at ORT India Hall.

It started with Norma’s warm welcome, then reading of the Megillah and then telling of
the story of Purim in Hebrew and English by Richard Young and Cheryl Tucker.. Here we
kirtankars also got an opportunity to showcase our talents. The kirtan was a narration of
Queen Esther’s story with revival of our 18" century songs in the original tunes along with
a little drama.

Narration and writer — Mrs. Diana Korlekar
Singers — Rifka Moshe, Ruby Kurulkar and
Seema Jhirad

We were all excited to be dressed up as the
lead characters of our history. Enacted by
King Achashverosh — Mr. Elijah Jacob
Mordechai - Mr. Judah Sankar
Queen Esther — Mrs. Rahel Ronen
Queens Maiden - Mrs. Seema Jhirad
And Haman played by - Mrs.
Ramrajkar

j p‘“’iﬂl Celehration

S Bl Kk scounl )
Tueadny 70 on 2024

Prarmgy

Rebecca

Then Norma Suvarna accepted the Megillah on behalf of the JRU, presented by Richard
crafted by a Jerusalem artist. Later we enjoyed the lovely dinner sponsored by JRU and
went home with happy memories and of course some learning experiences.

JIAN JEWISH FEDRATIOI
Puruz. C ration |

School Hall
wrch 2023

H

Purim celebrations at Elly Kadoorie school hall
organized by UJF.
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This year we celebrated the Purim function literally for 3 days with different synagogues and organizations. Next day on 7th March
2023 we celebrated the Purim Party on a grand scale with lot of pomp. There were fancy dress, singing, dancing and mimicry
competitions and lots of prizes to be won for all ages. More than 150 friends attended the party sponsored by IJF — Indian Jewish
Federation. It was such a wonderful sight to see all the children and adults too, dressed in colorful costumes, full of enthusiasm and
imagination at the highest level. Everyone was waiting for his/her turn to show-off their costume with wonderful dialogues.

Ms. Lebana Penkar did the anchoring of the programme awesomely. She also showcased her story telling prowess in such a way that
for the rest of the evening everyone was thumping the moment Haman appeared or his name was taken. The judges had a tough time
declaring the prizes. Kirtan Group rocked the whole function and we secured the maximum prizes in each section. IJF appreciated our
efforts of reviving the oldest Indian form of telling the Torah stories to the masses and reviving the 18th century songs in the original
tunes.

Overall, the function was a grand success and another memorable evening.

We take the opportunity to thank JRU and IJF and their teams for arranging such wonderful programmers and look forward for many
more. We have also proved that even when the world has moved on to new mediums of entertainment we can plan and execute
wonderful Kirtan programmers so that we remain connected with our rich Indian heritage and Past.

The Central Organization of Indian Jews in Israel (COlJI)
1984-2020

The Central Organisation of Indian Jews in Israel (COlJI) was founded by Noah Massil. The
organization has twenty chapters around Israel. Maiboli, the newsletter for the Bene Israel
community is edited by Noah Masil. There is also a website called Indian Jewish Community in
Israel which coordinates various cultural activities organized by the community. The community
in Israel opened the museum of Indian Jewish Heritage in the town of Dimona in 2012. The
museum is currently run by volunteers. At present, the museum has a small collection of items
donated by the community. It also holds cultural and cooking classes for all communities.
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Bene-Israel Jokes

Palkar advertises: "For Sale — Wedding Suit, used only once by Mistake......"

Pezarkar: | broke my leg in two places.
Awaskar: | advise don’t go to those places again.

Talkar: Where do you find cow with no legs?
Bhonkar: | think in the same place where you left it.

Chandgaokar: What do you call a typo error on a
tombstone?
Mabagaokar: A grave mistake.

Ashtivkar: Why is Pingle sitting in the fridge?
Sankar: “The recipe said, rest in the fridge for 1 hour.”

Jiradkar: What is the difference between Liability &
Asset?

Bhastakar: A drunk friend is liability. But a drunk
girlfriend is an asset.

Killekar is in a bank

Killekar: | would like to open a joint account.
Cashier: With whom sir?

Killekar: With someone who has lots of money.

Mrs. Penkar: | have changed my mind
Mr. Penkar : Oh....Is it working now?

Agarwalkar opened his barber shop when Niglakar
walked in:

Niglakar: "How mach for haircut?"

Agarwalkar: "20 Rupees."

Niglaker: "How much for a Shave?"

Agarwarkar: "Ten rupees."

Niglakar : "Great-shave my head, please!"

Umedkar: Agarwarkar when can | bring my two years
old son for a haircut?
Agarwalkar : When he is four.

Susan

Marry Me...
and Make me
the Happiest
Man in the
World

David, you
want Both
nm??

Dighorkar : Charikar, There are two types of wives.
Charikar: First?

Dighorkar: First Type, Quiet, Beautiful,
Understanding, Not Argumentative, Loving, One who
listens to husband.

Charikar: Hmm.... And second?

Dighorkar: Second type, your own wife.

Mr. Galsurkar : | need space...
Mrs. Galsulkar : so go and join NASA..

| am still waiting to

marry the sister of
my widow

"Darling Let's Enjoy
our Saturday and
Sungay"!

on
Mond

a lot"

Chinchokar’s from India went to Jerusalem and his wife died.
Rabbi: "Sending her body home would cost you $10000.... but...
burial here at this holy city would cost just $100".

Chinchokar: "I'll take the body home!!!"

Rabbi : "Why the costly option? You must really love your wife

Chinchokar: "Nothing like that Rabbi.. Just that Jesus was
buried here and he came alive on the 3rd day...

Khirlkar: (calls up Hotel Manager from room)
Please come fast, I am having an argument with
my wife & she says she will jump from your hotel
window.

Manager : Sir, I am sorry, but this is your
personal Issue.

Khirlkar: abbe saale ! The window is not
opening. This is a maintenance issue ..
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Two sides of the same story

2 BI Wives chatting in office:

Pezarkar : I had a fine evening, how was
Urs???

Dandaker : It was a disaster. My husband came
home, ate his dinner in 3 mins & fell asleep in 2
mins. How was yours?

Pezarkar : Oh mine was amazing ! My husband
came home and took me out for a romantic
dinner. After dinner we walked for an hour.
When we came home he lit the candles around
the house. It was like a fairy tale!

At the same time, their husbands are
talking at work..

Pezarkar: How was your evening?

Dandaker: Great. I came home, dinner was on
the table, I ate & fell asleep. What about you ?
Pezarkar: It was horrible. I came home, there's
no dinner, they cut the electricity because I
forgot to pay the bill; so I took her out for dinner
which was so expensive that didn't have money
left for a cab or auto.We walked home which
took an hour & when we got home I remembered
there was no electricity so I had to light candles

Mrs. Kandlekar : T hate that beggar.
Mr. Kandlekar: Why ?

Mrs. Kandlekar: Rascal, yesterday I
gave him food today he gave me a book,
How to Cook !!!

Why Jews Law doesn't permit second marriage?
Answer: Jewish law says: "No human can be
punished twice for the same offence.”

Speech
Drunk Jetaker was requested to say a few words
in a meeting on Good Wife. Jetakar agreed.
1. A good wife always forgives her husband
when she is wrong.
2. A good marriage would be between a blind
wife and a deaf husband.
3. Shortest description of a married man
"Ek Tha Tiger"
4. They say that when a man holds a woman's
hand before marriage, it is love; and
after marriage it is self-defense.
5. It not true that married men live longer than
single men, it only seems longer.
People noticed that drunken Jetakar was going away
from the topic, so few objected. Jetakar shouted back;
6. please stop behaving like my wife,
will you please allow me to complete the whole
sentence before you start guessing and

suggesting.
And to my son | would like to say;
7. Dear Son,

If you think your Dad, Mom, Teacher, Boss
etc... are strict and unnecessarily harassing
you...Wait for your wife...
And how can you tell the married men at a wedding
reception? They're the ones dancing with everyone but
their wives ..... ha ha ha ... and you know why
women live a better, longer & peaceful life...!!
Why? Very simple. A woman does not have a

Who is she?

on't ask me. If |
2]l you then | will
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|OBI

Did you all notice that with new year, every group had elections and we have reported them here, but I0OBI had no elections.

The Leader of IOBI as usual in a hurry of being first to take false credit misreports things to the community. Without checking details he
jumps to conclusions and questions community leaders, proving he is not a leader, but just a self-appointed leader of no value.

Top contributor - 1d - iy

@ John Perry shared a link. 7 Jan, 2023

Another attempt by the Mumbai municipality to grab Jewish land, the
Bene Israeli cemetery at Bandra along with that of the neighboring
Catholic cemetery. Crores of rupees change hand between the
municipal officials and building developers, that enable to latter to
construct new buildings in the vicinity.

To my knowledge, a few years back even the Panvel municipality
intended to extend the road outside our Beth El Synagogue situated at
Old Panvel that would have resulted in our losing part of our place of
worship.

We would love to hear from the local community leaders.

8 Jan. 2023 Bandra Cemetery:

Once again John Perry is misinforming our community. See his post
attached. He has no updates, which are mentioned below given by
active leader of the community David Talegaonkar.

John Perry should call upon its IOBI leaders to take up the matter.

We had raised the topic of Bandra cemetery with Late Judah Pugavkar.
He was handling the Bandra Cemetery. He had then stated that Bandra
cemetery is operative and we will allow burials if anybody approaches
them.

During Covid a Body of deceased Bene Israel community member was
refused to be buried in Bandra Cemetery. Our Worli cemetery Trust is a
different trust and has nothing to do with Bandra Cemetery.

Now the Municipal Corporation wants to acquire some portion of the
cemetery for public purpose use. They certainly have entered into
correspondence with the Trust.

If anyone has to object , it is the trustees of Bandra cemetery.
Judah was the so called Vice President of I0BI, and they should take up
the matter.

If John Perry is ignorant of the situation he should keep quiet. By
challenging the Bene Israel leaders to act in the matter, he is making a
fool of himself and is exposing his ignorance. It is the Trustees of
Bandra cemetery who has to act in this matter. We thank David.
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The International organization of Bene Israelis(IOBI) organized claims they
organized a one-day trip to Yam Ha-Melach (Dead-Sea) for its (only selected)
Golden age group, to celebrate the Republic Day of India. There were people
from Ashdod, Lod, and Ramla, in all 81 participants joined the trip.

It was a fun-filled day with refreshing hot springs, sumptuous lunch, games and
gifts.

What was like a cherry on the cake were souvenirs sent by the Embassy of India.
They gifted each one with water bottles, lapel pins and flags to celebrate
Republic day. IOBI is very appreciative of this generous gesture shown by the
Embassy of India. (Copy pasted from IOBI’s post).

We spoke to few Bene-Israel’s in Ashdod Lod
Ramle Ashkelon Kiryat Gat Senior citizen.
Comments below ==

No common needy senior citizens of Ashdod Lod @
or Ramle were aware of this. They told us that
they were not even informed. It is a closed

group of few people who jointly enjoy on the Again selected senior citizen \
funds gathered in the name of Bene-Israel / own parents /Aunts /Uncles i
people. only qualify. Using y

- L IOBI held a Purim party, but once
One woman in Dimona asked us; are there Community money for own . for th le. Just thei
golden Bene-Israel senior citizens only in people. SN MO e e peefle, Jusi i
Ashdod Lod and Ramle and Gedara? We are Comment from an own people to show the expenses.

The community was not invited to
this even. Why?

dead? Why do they call themselves

. , Accountant in Lod:
International when they can’t even reach people

No accounts are still given.

in Israel? Now th Il <h h Later we were informed |OBI again
Aman fc:omaAshdo: wZos&e ?;other is 74 years Ioz\sNin oer\s/gz:\::izisngo’n/]iz p:chnEi:c took a ride as the function was not
ago said: “Gupta thinks Golden age group is £ 10BI f Ash

just her parents. All others are copper age and pocket all the money. (.) OBl but of Ashdod Synagogue
group” in Ezor Alef.
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MAZAL TOV

A prominent member of community Mr. David Birwadkar recently
got his son, Oren Birwadkar married. We share with him the
celebrations of their family and wish the Birwadkar family Mazal

Tov

Our community member Salome Rebello was respected by Baton.
(Baton a thin stick used by a conductor to direct an orchestra or choir.)

Hans de Gilde ceremoniously handing over the baton of the Ulmer Spatzen
Chor to a Salome Rebello after his 25 glorious years with this choir. It was an
epic moment and Salome was deeply honoured.

Hans de Gilde ceremoniously handing over the baton of the Ulmer Spatzen
Chor to a Salome Rebello after his 25 glorious years with this choir. It was an
epic moment and Salome was deeply honoured.

Many many thanks to the huge team effort for making the 'Abschiedskonzert’
of Hans de Gilde and Barbara Comes on 26.03. 2023 such a moving event!
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Shalom Friends!

We are happy to announce that the Bene Israel Stree
Mandal Managing Committee Members successfully
distributed food essentials to 40 Jewish women/
members who are financially weak and needy. This was
for the upcoming Passover festival in the month of April
2023.

Since Bene Israel Stree Mandals, Nagpada Premises is still
under Litigation, the distribution of essentials was done
on Sunday the 26th of March, 2023 from 10AM to 3PM
from Mrs. Diana Haeems residences, Parel.

This was possible only with the support of our generous
donors.

The Bene Israel Stree Mandal Management is very
grateful to all our generous donors and will always look
forward to your support in the future.

We have vatap (distribution) twice in a year- on Passover
and on New Year.

Our Good wishes to you All and Happy Passover Festival.
Mumbai Bene Israel Stree Mandal
Managing Committee Members
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Eves Association, Thane

Lebana Penkar

The Annual Prize Distribution Ceremony of Aamchi
Shayali was conducted by the Eves Association, Thane,
on 2" April 2023, from 10.00am onwards; post a break
of two years due to the unprecedented global
lockdown and slowdown on account of Covid19
pandemic. Working Committee of Eves Association,
Thane;

President: Norah Solomon Sherry
Secretary: Milka Samson Talkar
Editor:Sheba Penkar
Treasurer: Nancy Samson Killekar
Working Committee of Eves Association, Thane,

The event was conducted under the auspices of the
above team. The Chief Guest for the event were Mrs.
Rebecca and Mr. Benhur Solomon. Around 150
community members who attended the event were
invited for a breakfast of Kande Pohe and Chai.

Meritorious students who excelled in academics, in the
Tenth, Higher Secondary, Bachelors and Masters
examinations, in various fields like Engineering,
Chartered Accountancy, Marketing, etc. with high
percentages / scores were felicitated with Trophies and
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Cash Prizes. Awards were also given to young students
who dared to chart a different path and created a niche
for themselves in files of Arts, Culture, Theatre, Sports,
etc.

Prizes were given to the winners of the Best Story, Best
Poem and Best Recipe in Volume 7 of Aamchi Shayali.
Mr. Naomi Penkar and Mrs. Rebecca Hillel Galsurkar
were felicitated for their outstanding contribution to
Eves Association.

Many Senior members (women & Men) were also
felicitated for their standing support to the Eves
Association and the Community.

Mrs. Seema Jhirad and Mr. Ezril (Viju) Penkar were
felicitated for being awarded the ‘Sammaj Bhushan’
and ‘Jeevan Gaurav’ honour respectively, by the
Maharashtra State Government.

The Community witnessed very encouraging addresses
by the Chief Guest Mr. Benhur Solomon and the Guest
of Honour, Mr. Ezriel Penkar.

The event wrapped up with sumptuous Kosher Lunch
with Jalebi.

Wishing the Eves Association and its members more
power to carry on their good work.

Lebana Penkar
Member - Eves Association
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Winning Poem

Mrs. Naomi Penkar was honoured
for her outstanding contribution to
shayali. Her poem won the best

prize you see on the left column.

_____ “Never apologize for being a powerful woman.” |
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Words to grace Mrs. Naomi Penkar by Eves Association, Thane
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Moshe Soagokar
has formed a new
group by the name
of

United Indian
Immigrants from
India)

( ¥ ' nE TINX
¥IN )

After the original
group decided to
divide themselves
under the the
leadership of
Aharon Soagokar
National
Organization of
Indian Jews in
Israel

(7@ AN 12X
ITIN 'NXIY).

Copy of the letter
in the right
explains the
situation.

I2INA10 [NNX Aharon SOAGOKAR

In Israel

National Organization Of Indian Jews

AN INRSY YV ININ MIN

Moshe Soagokar pINA1I0 NWUN

== =]
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Bene—Israel
Philosophy
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David Talagaokar

Purim Party 7"". March 2023 : We had more than 150 people (including women and
children) for Purim celebrations yesterday evening in the school.

We also celebrated International Women's Day by cutting of a cake and distributing gifts
to each and every woman.

Mrs Diana David Takegaonkar and Shaina Lebana Penkar were Judges for fashion show,
singing and dancing competition.
. N <«

=
A
o I "
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The two judges for the fancy
dress competition and
dancing and singing
competition:

Mrs. Diana David
Talegaonkar and
Miss. Shaina Lebana Penkar.

A(20+) Facebookl| pictures at:

B 22
- ’

T TS S LA LW WY
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Fiber Motor Boat Donation Project Completed Successfully
(20+) Facebook

A BBC video on school children walking hours
and then crossing a river on a make shift
bamboo boat that takes 2.5 hours to cross one
way, and then walk again to reach the school.
Then the same way back after the school.

UBTGR, 370

With Mr. Herzl Bhonkar of RJA Shaniwar Teli
decided to help them out. Herzl suggested
donating them a fiber motor boat with life
jackets and donate some bicycles.

Herzl investigated the costing and reached an
estimate of 2 lacs for this donation project.

Our wonderful community donated freely and
quickly and in one week we had commitment
for 1 lacs rupees. People kept cash money at
the Indian shops in Ashdod Ramle Dimona Lod
towards this cause. All the cash money was
returned to the doners.

As the commitments were coming it rapidly, Herzl informed us that the Government of Maharashtra has decide to help these children
by giving them two speed boats with life jackets. So we had to stop these collections and thank all those who had committed to this
cause. We thank all of them. Commitments came from India, Israel, Australia, UK, Singapore and Canada.

WE SINCERELY THANK HERZL BHONKAR FOR HIS TIME AND EFFORT HE GAVE TO THIS PROJECT. HE IS ONE OF OUR LIVING LEGENDS.
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for Fiber Boat Project

List of Commitment for Donation received

We sincerely thank all these kind members of the community who
allowed us to get this commitment almost within one week,
which was more than half the target amount.

Moshe Degodkar (Greece) -$ 100
Leo Daniels (Israel) -$ 100
Solomon Erulkar(Australa) -$ 100
Solome Erulkar (Australia)  -$ 100
Johanna Samson (Singapore) -$ 100
Rommel Solomon (Canada) -$ 100

Sarah Joseph (England) -$ 100
Ellen Daniels (Israel) -$100
Nissim Moses (Israel) -$100
Aliza Ashton (Israel) -$ 100

Besides these, there were many who gave cash money at their local grocery
shops for this cause in Ashdod, Lod, Ramel Simona and Kiryat Gat.
Thank you to Herzl Bhonkar for his time he gave to this project

Purim celebrations at Ohel David Synagogue, Pune.

Dr. Reuben Daniel

The bene Israeli community in Pune celebrated the festival of Purim, with
great fervor and fun. Whistles and rattles were played when the name of the
tyrant Haman was uttered by the chazan in the Synagogue. The bene Israeli
community donated with an open mind and thousands of rupees were
collected from both the Synagogues in Pune.
The amount collected g
was given to Bayati, the
old age home for the
Jewish community of
India.
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If we Bene-lsrael were living in Avatar's world...

<l

some time in /
1000 to 1400 ACE ¥

pyabisadsack

-
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Lost Heritage of Bene- Israel in Pakistan (now a Mall)

of the Jews in Pakistan

VA /SIAN BENE ISRAELCOMMUNITY
7 MAGCAIN SHALOME SYNA GOGUE waLacH

Lot S0l ERIUESA o o E AL

Varpahnhawes ol Vaktean

Photo firchives of Pakistan |

The history of the Jews
in Pakistan dates at least
as far back as 1839, when
Pakistan was a part of
British India.™™® Various
estimates suggest that
there were about 1,000 to
2,500 Jews living

in Karachi at the beginning
of the 20th century, mostly
comprising Iranian

Jews and Bene Israel
(Indian Jews);Fsl g
substantial Jewish
community lived

in Rawalpindi, and a
smaller community also
lived in Peshawar.
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Sir Elly Kadoorie School

David Talagaokar

This is our newly elected committee of Sir Elly Kadoorie school for the term 2023-25.

QIR PTIYV W r T Qf') 3 : '1-:’:‘6‘!{.; |
They are (from left to right) SIR ELLY h@ﬁg&{hsgI,f{‘log‘[;n%’_.lL(, COLLE ,

7 T ot e} T @ YT DT

t jg - C15]
T Ajs__l‘jfmo 2

Mr. Joshua N. Nagawkar,
Mr. Benhur Satkiel Bhastekar,
Ms. Lebana Penkar,
Mr. Ezeriel R. Penkar (President) ,
Mr David M. Talegaonkar ( Hon. Secretary),
Mr.David D. Birwadkar,
Mr. Moses Jacob Korlekar,
Mr. Samuel Wasker,
Mrs. Elizabeth Birwadkar.
Mr. Samuel Wasler (Treasurer)

Each of this committee member is dedicated, hardworking and experienced as they
have worked on various institutions and synagogues.

These are the repairs and renovations
carried out in Sir Elly Kadoorie School ,
Mazgaon, and Mumbai.

The entire rear staircase was dilapidated
and was not used for the last more than ten
years, was now renovated.

Roof tiles were removed repaired and those
damaged were replaced. The drain pipe
running on all four sides was replaced with
new piping’s and fittings.
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Republic Day Celebration in Bene-Israel Community in India
David Talagaokar Jan. 26, 2023

Holocaust Memorial Day India by Israeli Embassy

Holocaust memorial days - Wikipedia

The Republic Day was celebrated in Sir Elly Kadoorie School by
hoisting the Indian National tri colour flag in the morning. An ex-
student of the school from 1996-97 batch Mr. Vaibhav Godse
was the chief guest and the flag was hoisted by him. Thereafter,
the school children performed folk dances and also did drills
and entertained the gathering.

Refreshments were distributed to every student, teachers and
staff, which was provided by an organization " Roti Foundation".
This organization provides afternoon breakfast to our primary
school students every day. Shri Jayadrath Yeshwant Tambe, the
operation manager of Roti Foundation was also felicitated by
the Head Master Mr. Wagh.

Mumbai Police Commissioner Shri Vivek Fansalkar addressing. Chief
m|n|ster d|d not attend the functlon

As of 2004, twelve countries observed January 27, the day of the
liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp, including Germany,
Britain, Italy and Scandinavian countries. In 2003 France designated
this date as the day of remembrance of genocides and prevention of
crimes against humanity. In 2004 Israel designated this date as a
mark of the struggle against antisemitism. As of 2004, eleven
countries in Europe had chosen dates related to local histories.
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Bene Israel Conference Education Fund

(a body which is more than 100 yrs. old)
David Talagaokar

It gives non- refundable donations to poor Jewish school going children and New Committee
provides scholarships to children doing higher studies, who have to return

back the amount on gaining employment. The loan is interest free. Many David Moses Talegaonkar
Bene Israeli children have completed their education with the help of this President.

fund. This body was established in 1917 during a Conference of Jews from all Benhur Satkiel Bhastekar.

Vice President.
Moses Rajpurkar.

around India.

This was handled by Mr. E. M. Jacob, Mr. Reuben Shirkolkar, Mr. Abraham Hon. Secretary.
Massil , Mrs Samson ( daughter of M.A.Moses -wife of Judge Samson) and my Daniel Ashtamkar.
daddy Mr. Moses Joseph Talegaonkar ( who was the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.

Samuel S Wasker and Betsel Rajpurkar

Treasurer for more than 20 yrs.). | remember myself typing the Accounts
Internal Auditors.

every year when | was in School.
At present we have representatives from every synagogue and Jewish
institutions from Maharashtra.

Elizabeth and Gershone Aaron scholarship fund
(once run by Toby (Tobias) Aaron Koletkar)

Many would remember Mr. Toby Aaron who handled administration of an education fund from his
home in Shavaji Park. Checking about the institution run by late Toby Aaron who gave scholarships,
nothing much was stated except that after the demise of Mr. Toby Aaron it was continued by Mr.
Norman Elijah, his wife and sister. Norman Elijah has passed away. Noreen Elijah is not aware if the
scholarship funds are still available. She suggested you check up with Toby's son Clement Aaron. On
checking with Clement he replied; As am not aware of details AND DONT HAVE INFORMATION.

If anyone has any information on this scholarship funds, please update us. shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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It's been a busy few months and | have been thinking what | could share with our group.
Must have been great timing to get a message from our community friend that his daughter
was having an Arts Display in a local community Art Lounge. We decided to attend the event
and have a closer look at Reeva's work. | was astonished by the time and effort spent
creating the oil paintings and the beautiful work being displayed. This is also a great
opportunity to celebrate the talent and creativity of people from our community that are
spread around the world.

| would like to share a bit about Reeva's pathway into this field.

ABOUT REEVA

Arriving in Australia during early childhood, art has been my method of exploring and
understanding the world, even at a time when communication in my new environment was
difficult. Drawing transformed into a love for photography in late adolescence, gaining
recognition by winning the 2006 My Monty local photography competition and becoming a
finalist in the 2007 Doug Moran Photographic Prize (student category). In early adulthood,
after engaging in numerous short painting courses, | proceeded to explore my desire to
paint, completing 150 credits towards a Bachelor of Fine Art (Visual Arts) at the Victorian
College of the Arts. It was there that | realised the sheer difficulty of perusing art as a career
at such a young age; the desire for stability got the better of me. Ten years later | began to
re-explore my passion for art, merging my interest in photography with the painted medium.
In 2021 | began submitting to art awards and became a finalist in the Agendo Art Prize,
resulting in the sale of my work. | have since exhibited at the Eltham Art Show and have had
two solo exhibitions in 2023. My work is complex and contradictory, merging the
photographic medium with paint, the digital with traditional, and the abstract with realism.
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The ORT India Elections

Sivanah Ashtamkar
Director — ORT India

At the Elections held on Sunday, 11™. December 2022, the
persons mentioned have been elected to the posts of Members Members of the Managing Committee of ORT India
of the Managing Committee of ORT India for the for the term 2022-2025.

term 2022-2025.
1.Mr. Akiev Samson
The newly elected Managing Committee has unanimously decided

to designate Mr. Levi Rubens as the Chairman of ORT India. 2.Mr. Zohar Reuben

3.Mr. Levi Rubens
ORT India looks forward to the support of the Jewish Community

and Institutions. 4 Dr. Reuben Daniel Pezarkar

5.Mr. Jonathan Solomon
Ort India, an educational institution, we give reimbursement for

educational scholarship to students as well as online scholarship.
Online courses can be applied by anyone who is interested in 7.Mr. Jonathan Mapgaonkar
boosting their educational graph and enhancing their career
opportunities.

6.Mr. Jacob V Sassoon

Fair Elections has the power of ridding any institution of its current diseases

-Harry Emerson Fosdick
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;?ETL,LL,GHT Taglit collaboration with ORT-India since 2006

Sivanah Ashtamkar
Director — ORT India

ISRAEL

Taglit Birthright Israel began with a bold idea—offering a free, life-changing trip to Israel

for young Jewish adults between the ages of 18 and 26 and, in doing so, transforming At one time you came (o] your
the Jewish future. Taglit trip that was sponsored for
In North America, Birthright Israel Foundation raises the necessary funds thanks to a family.

nearly 40,000 donors each year, to ensure that Birthright Israel remains a gift to young
Jewish adults for years to come by the joint venture of;

Can you sponser a

FOUNBATION Tagl It
ORT-India that basically trained young Jews in skills required by Israel, found an ideal of a Bene-Israel child from
companion in Birthright Israel’s Taglit program when the population of the Jews started India in 20237

dropping due to immigration to Israel. What better than to support young adults to visit
country of their parents to decide their future.

Contact
Last year ORT-India & has Birthright sponsored the Taglit trip for 35 Jewish young’s. This Sivanah Ashtamkar
year there are 40 participants who have applied for Taglit. Director — ORT India

director@ortindia.org
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The ORT India Activities

Johnny' Jhirad
DEAN-ORT India

ORT India conducted a two Sundays workshop on Smartphone Usage by Elders on 26th February and 5th
March 2023. Sixteen Elders attended. The feedback was excellent and could be seen on their happy faces
at the end of both days. They were also given extensive reference notes in case they do not remember
some steps afterwards. They were taught to use general principals, common symbols and an intuitive
approach to be able to become more able to work out on their own. A highlight of the workshop was
they taught to use ChatGPT.

Ort India will be starting summer activities for children during their summer holidays. We are also in the
process of starting different technical educational courses which will be helpful to enhance one’s skills
and increase job opportunities of the students.

SKILL

\ BUILDER

N~

Passover Invitation Passover

grT—— I've called you here to break with me
CONNUNITY SEDRR TO B KL AT this bread, unleavened loaves,
e sweet wine and peppered cod

AT 8 P.M THE ‘KADDUSH” AND
‘HAGGADAH’ READING WILL

IS None here a servant,
SO T— but a friend, instead!

Email: solomon.ijec@gmail.com
Web: Kenesetheliyahoo.com

%
o>
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The Trustees and Managing Committee of The Magen Hassidim
Synagogue need to be congratulated whole heartedly for
celebrating their 92nd Anniversary in their usual pomp and style
and lots of hard work to conduct this without too many hassles or
short comings was very evident.

Ronen Bhonkar and all the willing volunteers’ efforts and hard
work is totally appreciated. Well done once again.. Keep rocking
and keep shining!!!!

Message from : Mr. David Birwardkar

Hearty Congratulations to Mr Ronen Bhonkar, the Trustees and

Managing Committee of The Magen Hassidim Synagogue.
G-d bless you all. Shaniwar -Teli

Mr. Viju Penkar and Mr. David Telagaokar were honoured at
Magen Hassidim for their wonderful work done through IJF in
service of the Bene-Israel community in Mumbai.
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AJDC

Nissim Pingle

Members of the Knesset in Mumbai

;_ B nk\».\*\
Y fkesﬁer
p
*-\__‘414/

INDIAN JOINT TRUST

Admi g, 1st floor, Bal indas Road,

D.G. Ruparel College Prem:ses Near Ruby Mills Gate, Matunga,

Mumbai - 400 016, INDIA.
Tel: 2436 7844 E-mail : ajdcindia@jdc.org

- Connecting our Jewish Community

April 2023

Nissan - Iyar 5783

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30
Yom Ha Azmaut
Celebration in EPJCC
(tbe)

Torah Session by

7:30pm

Rabbi Joshua Kolet -

1

Shabbat Shalom

2
Hebrew Class by
Shoshanna Pingle -
5:00pm

Torah Session by
Rabbi Joshua Kolet -
7:30pm

Erev Pesach

Pesach 1st Day

7
Pesach 2nd Day

Erev Shabbat

8

Shabbat Shalom

9
Hebrew Class by
Shoshanna Pingle -
5:00pm

Torah Session by
Rabbi Joshua Kolet -

7:30pm

10

11

Kaballah Class with
Judah Kolet -
6:30pm

12

Pesach 7th Day

13

Pesach 8th Day

14

Erev Shabbat

15

Shabbat Shalom

16

Hebrew Class by
Shoshanna Pingle -

5:00pm

Torah Session by
Rabbi Joshua Kolet -
7:30pm

17

18

Kaballah Class with
Judah Kolet -
6:30pm

19

20

21

Erev Shabbat

22

Shabbat Shalom

23
Hebrew Class by
Shoshanna Pingle -
5:00pm

Torah Session by

7:30pm

Rabbi Joshua Kolet -

24

25

26

Orot Ha'Torah - Rosh
Chodesh lyar by
Ronnie Lee (RIG
Fellow) - 3:00pm

28

Erev Shabbat

29

Shabbat Shalom

Consu! General of Israel p
(o Mig-West India Ly
Mr Kobbl Shoshan
l"
Chairman & '.'.”‘4') ng Trusten
of Xeneseth Eliyah Synagogus
Mr. Solomon F Sapher
Are honouted 1o Invite yOou
1o meet the
Hoanarable Speaker af the Kneiast
W A 5
MK MR. AMIR OHANA
ity Ath Agrit 2023 1 D30 AM
g
rar th Liyal ") w
{ B Car "o ]
Mumt Manarsanhtra
3 ' ) ] ry r My
~WEREL
— -
E‘,- —~

The JeW|sh Community of Mumbai are hereby informed that we are lucky to
welcome the Israeli Delegations along with Members of the Knesset and the
Speaker of the Knesset Mr. AMIR OHANA .

On Tuesday 4th April,2023 at 10:45 am at the Keneseth Eliyahoo Synagogue
55,V.B.Gandhi Road,Fort Mumbai-400 023.

Your presences is important to strength the ties of Indian Jews who are living
in Israel.

Please carry your identity card along with you.

Best wishes, Solomon F Sopher.
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Malida & Tu’BiShvat

Tu’BiShvat is a Jewish holiday occurring on the 15th day of the Hebrew month of Shevat. It is also called Rosh HaShanah La'llanot,
literally "New Year of the Trees". Many celebrate this day as a national Indian Israeli —Bene Israel celebration as a national day
celebration. Many open Malida invitations are popular for this day.
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Bene-Israel Purim Parties 2023

— 08/03/2023 —

—=~a-~ztg

]’l{\\ﬂs JOOPIURD NBDWODA APASY *
5P 10953 'nhix
2 Annron: >210mp
//" i e B3k sra
S
19.7 v

o

::::::::::

n"a

b s Y ey

o 50 St & ~ge Yo oo mimata >
aro orbime mivin ams op opnba Y
Aoty el binas

mab meni X mbh A i e >
SN MM

s mm Srbord “rhas h b by bsh >
s et v At M >
ﬁgoh

TNETENR I oing bt b mioh o

s men fi RN
‘f“ ﬂ?’% W o A Eaim

ST N

Lag B'Omer of Holi

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel Volume # 14 April 1, 2023

123




Purim Celebration in Eilat
Moshe Digodkar

On 6 th March in Shar E Shalom Synagogue, there was Megilat Esther
reading. After that in the hall (ladies section) they had Puran Poli, Ozne
Haman and other food with beer and other drinks.

In Amuta Sitar they also had Megilat Esther reading on 6th and on 7th
they had party with magic show and also they had Puran Poli with Ozne
Haman with chips ,Bisli,Bamba and Beer, drink etc.

Both, in the Synagogue and in Sitar they distributed gifts for children.

It was 23rd March 2020, when Lockdown started in India.

. . "Life isn't about having what you want,
No one knew at that time what was written in the future.
S ED el it’s about wanting what you already

After many setbacks & over 68 lakhs humans lost life
worldwide , we those are seeing March 2023 are thankful

have. Be grateful!”
to All mighty for this Life ..and Life is getting Better for All. _
- Levy Penkar #COV'DI.S
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Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu
Member of Parliament

Member
« Comminise on Public Undenakings

* Standing Commities on Human Resources Development
(Lok Sabha) . j'jlvnlll;l of the Indian insttutes of Technology (1! Ts) However, this is to brimg 10 your kind nonce that the condition of the Telugu spasking Jews
* Consultatve Cammitine for the Minestry of Anima m Andimn Pradesh 15 pathetc & ey we working @ agncaliuel md constructon laboaress and a
14-Narasaraopet Constituency - A P wrety well Husbandry. Dairying and Fisharies few ane abso in Govermment jobs. They have boen demanding 10 go back 10 therr mosherland 1 =
20 Mar 2023 Inael but they are facing mapor hurdles in proving ther Jow xdentity, But & blood sample test
DO No MP (LSYNRT/D2023 conducted by the Centre for Cellular and Molcenlar Biology in Hydersbad, which 15 2 life scicnces
research Lab wunder CSIR. GO confirmed thear identity 25 Jews and non=indan
To,
Dr. Subrahmanyam Jmshankar, Kceping in view the plight of the Telupu-speaking Jewish people in the Krishma and Guantur
Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs, e gy “ﬁ;'m:;‘:'nmﬁm"f S R N (R Dok e
Government of India, = '
South Block, New Dethi ~ 110011 Vil e T
Email; cam@mea.gov.in ./ ﬂ’//
Sub: Request to heed the demands of the Jews in Guntur and Krishna districts of Andhra Pradesh XZW
to deport them to their motherland in Israel FAYUIR KRS DRVARS AN
R“md \'lnh'er. D.Nu_ 3552 :g:‘::‘ie’:ri-:vvs.'t';; '.vv.vl ;-‘(_ -:.- B s - 577 O0%
Wobie ~P-PPITATTIT « Eonad  winhng Wevuldyshoo n vy Mshea
India was hailed for giving refuge to Jews who fled Nazi Holocaast from Europe and other ) )
countnies. It is not just during Nazi's genocide, but relations between India and Israel go back These are the Jews who traded in turmeric
thousands of years. When no nation was accepting Jews for shelter, it is India that has given them : .
Slacie I e ooy, Tdiehilin (o Garo. DhoAstioe il St betwee.n India Andhra Pradesh and Middle E.ast.
Turmeric was used to elongate the storage time of
There are about 6,000 Jews i the country and many of them have made India their home roducts
But there are still some Jews who wish to go back to therr motherland. The Government of India P :
has been facilitating their travel to Israel as ever since its independence in 1948, it has been . .
welcoming every Jew from all the countries across the world After the discovery of refrigerator the demand for
There are about 300 Telugu-speaking Jewish people living in Kothareddy Palem, near turmeric dropped. This left these traders behind
Chebrolu, in Guntur district and also at Machilipatnam mn Knishna district of Andhra Pradesh | as the technology moved forward.
have been mformed that they belong to the Bene Ephraim Trbe of Israel. Their ancestors came 10 ]
Amaravati about 300 years ago from present day Telangana and they claim that some items used
by their ancestors are still preserved at Amaravatt Muscum
Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel Volume # 14 April 1, 2023 125




Yellow Pages of Bene-Israel Professional in Israel. Taken from WhatsApp group:
D'TIn '09/jpoy/vixpn ¥
050-882-6000

Mr. Yaniv Dandekar has opened a very interesting whatapp group where
Bene-Israel owners of business give their details. It would be interesting to
join this group as you can find many important services given by our Bene-
Israel community. It ranges from financial services, lawyers, internal

decorators, plumbers, divers, travel agents, reality agents and much more. +972 50-882-6000
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Rezina Daniels, Match Maker for Bene-Israel

+972-52-5747486

Rezina Daniels is looking for matches for the following

1. Well Qualified working
Bl girl in Mumbai 30
looking for match in USA
Canada UK Australia.

2. Well Qualified working
Bl girl in Mumbai 34
looking for match in USA
Canada UK Australia.

3. Bl girl 36 qualified
working with good job in
Pune looking Bl boy.

4. Girl 38 educated
working in Alibaug looking
for a suitable boy.

1. Divorced man 40 2
children

2 Divorced man 42 living
alone

3 Girl 32 educated
working, uses hearing aid
for one ear looking for a
boy.

4. 35 boy slightly delcix,
gets monthly national
disability, expert in all
work at home (cleaning
cooking washing) looking
for suitable.

1. 56 Bene-Israel Divorced man,
children not living with him. Will
marry and get the wife USA
citizenship.

2. 63 Bene-Israel Divorced man,
religious like in India, children not
living with him. Will marry and get
the wife USA citizenship.

Nepal/Moldovia

Girls willing to take Jewish Religion
for suitable marriage.

1. Bene-Israel girl 40, height 5.7’ looking
for tall Bene-Israel boy.

2. Bene-lIsrael girl 35 looking for a Bene-
Israel boy

In UK

34 boy software engineer from London
UK, mother Bene-Israel, father Jew from
UK.
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“Then Moses said to the
people, ‘Commemorate
this day, the day you
came out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery,
because the Lord
brought you out of it
with a mighty hand. Eat
nothing containing
yeast.”

-- Exodus 13:3

“Passover is one of my
favorite times of the
year. This is when the
whole community and
family gets together to
remember who we are
and why we are here.”

“In Jewish history there
are no coincidences.”

Happy Passover to all the readers
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«..,AND WHEN | SEE THE BLOOD, |
wiLL PASS OVER You. AND
THE PLAGUE SHALL NOT BE ON
YOU TO DESTROY YOU WHEN |

STRIKE THE LAND OF EGYPT.”

EXODUS 12°13

Not once does
the Bible say,
"worry about it,"
"stress over it,"
or, "figure it out.”
But over & over
It clearly says,
"TRUST God."




We are looking for help in Hebrew and Marathi articles. More writers are also welcome.
Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible
Follow us on Face book and become our friends: https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1

To Our Readers

1. Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com

2. Write to us about any Bl business you run and would like to advertise free

Please send us matrimonial to add to the classified poems and stories (Marathi English Hebrew)

All your suggestions are welcome

Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.

No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.

Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong or
misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private circulation. Only
purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any abusive language is used
against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shani war Tele is a collective team. No individual is
responsible.

O N AW

Coming Dead Line to submit matter for next issue:
June 15, 2023
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