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INDIAN CULTURAL CENTER

Se'adya Ga'on St 24, Tel Aviv

Free Yoga Classes

(Online & Offline)
SUN (2 OCT) HOLIDAY
MON (3 OCT) ASTANGA YOGA
"\‘ I'UES(4 OCT) VINYASA YOGA

\

' WED (5 OCT) HOLIDAY

\

( FHURS (6 OCT) VINYASA YOGA,

MEDITATION & PRANAYAM

7 FRI (7 OCT) GENTAL HATHA YOGA
batel

SAT (8 OCT) YOGA AT GANEI YEHOSHUA
PARK (Evening 0630-0730 HRS) < ',\.

-~
MORNING BATCH 0700-0500 HRS Ny [
O800-0900 HRS - g‘ .
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Happy New year to all our Readers
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ou should
understand that
the growth of the
parnasa is not for
you and me. It is
for the growth of
the parnasa of the
synagogue!
For you and me
|God takes care

of the parnasa.

@rabbi sad sack
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Dear Leo brother,

| just watch the Shaniwar Teli news issue.
Very nicely arranged and all information
provided inside the magazine. Entire team
of Shaniwar Teli has taken due care for
printing the information provided by our
Jewish community, all over the world.
Give my regards to Dr. Shulmith Solomon.
Blessings to entire team of Shaniwar Teli,
from BETH EL SYNAGOGUE Panvel.
Moses Korekar

feer foretr wr=w.

QITIaT qeAT =T A 3 TigdT, B
ST .

QT ST ST ATRAT TToiaeid]
HATTRT AT AE ATAT. AT ST THTAT
e aTE et HelTel 219 6 {oo AT 3T
TR ITH AT,

qat= AT G Fee SieFed LATHT
TataT snefate I uer It 91 geqa.
HIAH HITHT

| received also Shaniwar Teli of this month
few days ago.

You have almost 100 pages. | salute you
and your team.

Please accept our " Kol Hakabod " from
“Maiboli team" . We wish Shaniwar Teli" all
the best.

The "Maiboli" Marathi quarterly in Israel"
completed 35 years and on the way to
closed and issue our last issue.

We wish Shaniwar Teli to continue many
many more years.
Noah Massil

Dear Noah,

Thank you for your wishes. It is a thankless
job. How did you manage 35 years?!!

We will not go so long, as | see your team.
Maiboli was always a pleasure to read for
my family and the whole community.
Thank you.

Leo Daniels

(SR s ]

R : ‘_’{?"Mr. Waskar talking

to his son in Israel
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Leon from where did you get this stupid
article that the Cochin Jews gave the Bene
Israel Jewish Education. What are you
trying to do make life more difficult for the
Bene Israel Jews. This not the First time you
have gone Tangent. The Cochin do not
need any one else if they have a Jewish
editor publishing their Half-truths and
nonsense. You will not find one from any
other community doing this. | am very
annoyed with you on this subject.

Nissim Moses.

On further clarification with Nissim Moses
the confusion is cleared;

1. Cochini teaches did teach Bene-Israel
Jews prayers, preparing children for Bar-
Mitzva , Marriage. That is what is written in
ST.

2. The language Hebrew (like English Hindi)
Bene-Israel was taught at school as Hebrew
was added as a language for Matriculation
exam. They studied Hebrew and then
printed Marathi prayer books that we all
have seen.

Cochin Jewish teachers made valuable
contributions towards us Bene-Israel and
this should not be forgotten.

And it was a cochin Jewish visitor who first
discovered the Shaniwar-Teli could be
Jews.

We agree with the article on Cochin Jewish
teachers. My Aunty will write the reaction
and will send you later as my aunts are 70+.
For your information :

My daddy in 1946 learned for his Bar
Mitsva with Cochini Hhajjan. My uncle's
Brith-Milah was done by a Cochini Mohel in
1943.

Shulmith Kolet

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel (Private Circulation) Volume # 12 Oct 1.2022 Page: 6




From the Editor

From the creator of the e-Newsletter

We at Shaniwar Teli wish all our readers A Very Happy New Year and Well
over the fast. We hope and pray that we will be able to achieve our goals and
fulfill them to the best our abilities.

We would like to congratulate Mr. Johnny E Jhirad the Dean of O.R.T for been
awarded the Top Educator Award for 2022.

Mr. Sassoon Samson E Phanspukar the Jewish Minority Community for Maharashtra
hopes to solve the various problems related to synagogues, cemeteries , Charity
Commission pending matters, individual problems and aliyah guidelines . He has also
arranged online Selichot broadcast on Zoom from various synagogues in India.

We are also thankful to Mr. Hillel Gadkar for his summary of the Torah portion every
friday on Zoom.

Our deepest condolences to the family of Queen Elizabeth. The Queen had visited
India especially the Matrancherry synagogue on 17th October 1997

Our heartfelt condolences to Menashe on the dead of his dear sister Myrtle. She
passed away on 25th September 2022. She was a wonderful person and a very
active JRU Youth group member. Myrtle you will be missed by all of us in the Youth
group. May her soul rest in peace.

We pray for all our Jewish friend that they are safe in Florida.we hope that the
Hurricane passes over them without great damaged.

The Ragiad Jewish board has placed direction board to help
the visitors to travel easily to the Eliyhoo Hanabai Rock in
Khandale, Ghodkand Alibag. Our thankds to the committee.

An international convention of Indian Jews will be held on
13th October 2022 in the park Yad Lebanim Petah-Thivah.

Dr. Shulmith Charikar,
Editor

These last three months have been amazing with so many
activities going on in Bene-Israel communities in India Israel and
Canada. Several shows, independence day, kirtan singing, book
releases synagogue celebrations and others. We received s many
activities to be updated on the Shaniwar-Teli facebook and we try
to do it on the same day.

The essay competition was well participated and the judges to did
a wonderful job. We sincerely thank Mr. Noah Massial, Ms. Riki
Shi and Mr. Johnny Jirad.

The Panvel case is in progress and we have most updated
information that we have received from the lawyers. We have also
spoken to the other side to understand their point of view.

The discussion of Herzl Bhonkar in his RJA page is of importance
for all our community. Please do read it as offer us solutions that
you can think of.

We are told again and again that there is no one taking care of

potential immigrants. Since now all the process
is on-line you need a computer educated person
to help the families out. We have discussed this
with Mr. Johnny Jirad, Dean of O.R.T if they can
appoint a young man who can charge a small
fee.

Elijah (Leo) Daniels Walwatkar

Creator of the newsletter idea
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“Living Legend Crown "ior members of the Bene-Israel Community

In this issue we have decided to award our Living Legend Crown to a Bene-Israel lawyer and
advocate

Bavrd Talegaonkar

David is everywhere in the Bene-Israel community in Mumbai. We find him active in managing
committees of Synagogues, Cemeteries and various Bene-Israel Jewish originations in India. His
effort is always to keep things in order in the Bene-Israel society and make sure people who
actually did the work will get also the credit and admiration through Bene-Israel Jewish
representative groups. He is always ready to answer questions on community activities in a fair
and just manner.

David works at Profession Advocate High Court. He graduated from at Guru Nanak Khalsa College
of Arts, Science & Commerce and completed his law degree from University of Mumbai.

We have found David always cooperative and updated about the latest information on the
community matters; may it be matters of Panvel, Raigad or Jewish cemeteries in Mumbai. Lots of
information and update that we offer on facebook and in the Shaniwar Teli issues are, many
times, are first confirmed with David.

We wish David lots of success and to keep up his love for his community!

-.‘}. -:-f

e
S )

David Talegaokar
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Mazal Tov Johnny Jhirad

Glad to announce that Ort's Dean Mr. Johnny E Jhirad has been
awarded the Top Educator's Award 2022 organized by Rhythms
group and SCLRRC on the occasion of Teachers Day.

Johnny is a B.Tech. graduate from 1T Mumbai has lived in Israel
and Netherlands where he has done many major chemical plant
projects. In Israel He has done a classified developmental power
plant project in 1987 to fight the threat of oil embargo.

At Ort in less than a year's time, he has started many courses
among them Data Science, Digital Marketing and Cybersecurity.
He is talking to many students who are doing or done recently
courses like BSc, B.Com, BA, BMS etc. to easily change over to
a professional track and increase their employability and salary.

Considering the importance of personality and soft skills in one’s
life he arranged three workshops for different age. He also guides
parents and students to plan their education as per their aptitude
and interest in and mentors them throughout. We wish Johnny
the best in future.

Do contact him if applicable to you on WhatsApp 9819137437

Mr. Johnny E Jhirad, Dean ORT India

o one can steal education from pou.
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WHO MADE THE RULES

Dr. Reuben Daniel, Pune, India

Rabbinic writings state that the Oral Torah was given to Moses at Mount Sinai, which, according to
the tradition of Orthodox Judaism occurred in 1312 BCE. The Talmud says that the Torah was written
By Moses with the exception of the last eight verses of Deuteronomy written by Joshua.

Benjamin Franklin is credited for discovering electricity in the 1700s. Electricity was first introduced in
the people’s homes near the end of the Victorian period in the late 19 th century. The telephone was
invented around 1854 and the first hand held mobile phone was launched by Motorola in 1973. The
first smart phone was an Android version released in 2008. Mobile phoes have become an integral
part of our lives. It is as if an attachment to the human body.

Now the question arises where in the Torah is it written that you cannot put on the electric light and
television, laptop nor talk on the phone. Did the Orthodox people even imagine these modern
appliances or even various modes of transport like aircrafts, trains, cars etc., | am not challenging the

V4 J '775'“' ,-‘,' ‘-’\'. S
(‘J A A

OWN RU I.ES.

t‘_", !‘,‘1;:\ ".:: l] {

owm"tm.as.

TO LIFEIT
SO RIGIDLY.

written words in the Torah, but doubt arises who changed these rules ( definitely not written in the Torah ) that create a hindrance in
the day to day living of the present generation. Suppose there is a medical emergency, like a heart attack or a paralytic stroke or any
other problem to loved ones, how do we call someone, who strictly follows Sabbath and will not pick up the phone, nor will he travel

to help? Isn’t this a big problem in the present time?

The reason for all the above dates is just to show thousands of years have passed from the time Torah was passed on to the Jews till
the present generation which cannot live without their mobile phone in their hands. Even a new born baby when they see a mobile
phone they wants to have it. Many parents give in and hand over the gadget to the child. How can we have a balance between these
two contradiction? Whenever guests visit we will find most of the hosts glancing at their phones, this is seen even in Synagogues. How
can we go for Sabbath prayers walking 10 — 15 km to the Synagogue? Many more such examples can be written about following

Sabbath the Jewish way in the twenty first century.
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‘Haifa Day’ in Rajasthan where Lebana Penkar was the chief guest

Dear friends, | had the honor of
attending the commemoration
ceremony of the ‘Haifa Day’ on 18
Sept’22 in Jaipur Rajasthan amidst
Parliamentarians Mr. Sumedhan and
Saraswati and Mr. Manoj Rajoria, Ex
Minister, Mr. Jaiveer Singh, General
Anuj Mathur, Brigadier Mohan
Shekhawat, MLA Mr. Sharma and
Group President, AD. Vikram Parihar,
and pay my respect and tribute to the
‘Haifa Hero’ - Major Thakur Dalpat
Singh Shekhawat, who led the Jodhpur
Lancers to liberate the crucial port city
of Haifa in Israel from the Ottoman
rule, 104 years ago. Sharing a few
snippets of the grand ceremony.
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All blood that falls is never for any other reason, but the family.
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Taken from Mid-day

surday mud -day
11 09 2022
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MUMBAI KONACHI?

Majhanau Liang an

— - <— —

The Chinese in Mumbai are
Indian Chinese, not Chinese
Chinese. Lunch is chapati bhaaji,
not soup. The city’s last few
members of the Jewish and
Chinese communities talk
assimilation and contradiction

The Shaar Ha Ralamm synagogue
was built i 1796 by Samucl Exckied
Divekar, after he escaped unscathed
as a prisoner of war n the second
Mysore War, PIC/CETTY IMACES

munity made their way here, "My
great grandfather came via Burma,
1 think™ says Tung Shang Chen,
adding with a laugh, "My mother,
from Kalyan My grandparents
were nomads, trying to settle in
Africa, Saudi Arabla and England,
but finally came back to Indéa™

Inthe 1950s and 1960s, for those
Hving between Mazagaonand Co-
laba —the choice of hairdresser and
dentist would have to be Chinese.
This area covered the major hubs of
occupation, Mazagaon and Byculla
with their proximity to the docks,
and Colaba to the centre of British
life, Fort.

“We are skillfud with our bands”
says Dr Ma. who started assisting
his father, also a dentist, while in
college. “So, the Chinese worked
as carpenters, dentists, hairdress-
ers, and cobblers in workshops
in Mazagaon. They made paper
flowers and lanterns, and sold
them outside Crawford Market™
in the lane behind the Taj Mahal
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Hashana. three generations. Sephardic pned forces, Mazagaon was the community's
Jewish New Vear Unlike most communities mi- and the Latter served as teachers mowfwmlmu&e
PIC/PALPLLA  grating to then Bombay, the Chi- Inmany schools in the city. Bene Lane now; and there is no priest. A
ATPVIAGETTY nese came by land from Calcutta. Israel teachers of the Free Church ol caretaker comes every Sunday to
MAGLS They had been migrating to West Scotland's Missson School and the clean the shrine.
Bengal since the late 1700s for trade nr Jewish Englsh School in Bornbay, late In many ways, Dr Ma Chen
In tea, sugar and other essentials. ]; [ 19th century, Wiliam Johnson and and others of the community are
The East India Company was trying (f Wilam Henderson. PIC/SARMAYAARTS  Chinese Impersonators, more In-
to get a foothold in markets to the y . FOUNDATION dian than Chinese. “We cat chapa-
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tea and expertise to run planta- sl Wbl tojoinforces withmore e o) knowabit” Occasionally.a
tions In the Northeast. Atchew is : affluent Jews such as the soup makes it to the dining table in
sald to have started the firstsugar  (Above) Leora Micah Joseph's Baghdadis. They worked in - the Ma and Chen household.
mill in India, bringing 1100 work-  £7e1 great grandfather Subedar the mills, and taught in their Dr Ma has Chinese characters
ers with him. According to urban  Major Ezekiel Haeem Takar and schools. They also setup the  onthe wall of his clinic and small
legend. this gave sugar its Hindi  £7et great grandfather Azon ezl der v bt Seiiios to Vartons ods sind ead:
. Sir Elly Kadoorie School in =~ 8 to various gods and g
word: Chini. Ezehiel were both in the miitary. ' desses, between whom sits aGane-
Soon. & Chinss Town was estab.  PICS/SAYYED SAMEER ABED! - M.n,m.um,.whnw l.m;;u.);r sha. "My mother told me to put up
lished in Calcutta, and it Alourished (nm)smmnsmum ofinstruction was, and still g0 pararvers: they mean ‘Shubh.-
while the city was the capital of the ndcating they came is, Marathi. But serving in Lably in Chinese. Our cultures are
Crown. As Bombay grew in industry mnmum s . ‘ the military remained the
and prosperity, many of the com-  SAMEER MARKANDE i preferred profession Continued on page 21

“I cannotseparate my Indian iden-
tity from my religious one,” says
Leora Joseph née Ezekiel. “I am
Indian first, and Jew later.” Ezekiel
isasurname withalegacyin Bom-
bay. There's the celebrated poet,
actor, playwright, editor and art
critic Nissim Ezekiel, who inci-
dentally taught Leora American
Literature in Mumbai University.

He was her father’s uncle. But the
family, like many Bene Israelis, has
amilitary history that stretches all
the way to the Afghan War in the
late 1800s.

The Bene Israelis also migrat-
ed to Bombay over land, but from
nearby Konkan. “As per oral his-
tory,” says Sifra Lentin, Bombay
History Fellow, Gateway House,
“our ancestors were shipwrecked

just south of Bombay islands and
only seven men and seven women
survived. The dead were buried un-
der two mounds on Navgaon beach,
close to Alibaug, and a memorial
stands there now.”

Lentin believes this could have
been a trading ship, and that the
group was marooned sometime
before 70 CE. Those shipwrecked

assimilated into the Konkan cul-
tural landscape, speaking Mara-
thi, wearing a nauvari saree and
observing many traditions.
Religiously, they observed the
weekly Sabbath, maintained a ko-
sher diet—no mixing of milk with
meat, eating only fish with scales,

meat slaughtered as per Kosher
laws, and abstaining from eating
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any animal with a cloven hoof, such
as pig; and crustaceans and fish
without scales. “Out of respect for
Hindus,” says Leora, “unlike other
Jews, Bene Israelis in India don't
eat beef” Most of them worked as
oil-pressers, and were called Shani-
war Tellis since they didn'twork on
Saturdays. Eventually, they created
last names by suffixing the Marathi
‘kar’ to thevillage they came from.
Leora’s family were Talkars from
the village of Tal, until they took up
the name of her great, great grand-
father, Ezekiel Haeem Talkar. Her
husband’s family name is Dighokar
from the village of Dighodi. Then
there is the famous naturalist Isaac
Kehimkar, better known as India’s
butterfly man. Lentin is Pingle on
her father’s side from the village of
Pinglesai; her motheris Mendrekar
from a village in Janjira.

The Benes were disconnected
from the Jewish community in
Cochin by distance, and from the
Baghdadi Jews by time. They were
discovered by Baghdadi traders in
the 10th century, who docked at
Chaul port in Raigad. They rec-
ognised that the group observed
Jewish customs and holidays,
but did not possess the holy Sefer
Torah books. Slowly, the Cochin
Jewish traders nurtured their re-
ligious revival as they travelled to
and from ports in North Konkan.
With the British came Protestant
missionaries such as Dr John Wil-
son, who taught the community to
read Hebrew.

v w m e v

There was no need to travel to
Bombay yet, until the Portuguese
went (taking with them their zest
for conversion), and the East India
Company began building Bombay
up as an economic centre.

“Most Bene Israeli families have
aproud military history,” says Len-
tin. “They fought in the armies of
rulers such as Shivaji, the Peshwas,
and the Nawab of Murud-Janjira.”
In the second Mysore War of 1780-
84 between the East India Company
and Tipu Sultan, Samuel Ezekiel
Divekar and his brother Isaac (both
were colloquially known as Samaji
and Isaaji) were taken as prisoners
of war. They were part of the Sixth

“Legend has it that Tipu Sul-
tan’s mother saw them praying,”
says Leora, “and told her son not
to harm them as they were also
People of the Book [the first testa-
ment]. Samuel had taken a vow to
build a synagogue if they escaped
unharmed.” And that’s how Bombay
got its first synagogue in 1796 the
Shaar Ha Rahamim (Gate of Mercy)
on Samuel Streetat Masjid Bunder,
named after him. “In fact, Masjid

Bunder is named after the syna-
gogue,” informs Leora. “In Marathi,
a synagogue is called Mashid. ‘Mi
mashidi jato’, one would say. That
became ‘Masjid””

In Bombay, the Benes were able
to join forces with more affluent
Jews such as the Baghdadis. They
worked in the mills, and taught
in their schools. They also set
up the Sir Elly Kadoorie School
in Mazagaon, whose language of
instruction was, and still is, Mara-
thi. But serving in the military re-
mained the preferred profession.
“Vice Admiral BA Samson headed
India’s Western Fleet during the
1965 India-Pakistan War, then
there’s Major General Joe Samson,”
says Lentin. “My great grandfather
Aaron Ezekiel fought for the Brit-
ish army in WWI in Burma,” says
Leora, “and Subedar major Haeem
Talkar fought on the British side in
the Afghan war.”

Other illustrious Benes include
actor David Cheulkar, Samuel Israel
(former chairman of National Book
Trust), Mayor of Bombay Dr E Mo-
ses, Bharat Natyam exponent Leela
Samson, and the artist and author
Esther David.

Since the end of World War II,
many of the youth of the commu-
nity have made ‘Aaliyah’ (home-
coming ) to Israel as it built a Jew-

diaspora. "My bosses urged me to
go,” says Leora, “They assured me
my job would be waiting for me
if I didn’t like it there. I lived on a
kibbutz, studied Hebrew, travelled
withinIsrael and loved the country,
butIndiais home. Indian Jews, be-
cause of living with so many com-
munities for so long, have a wider
perspective. My husband and 1
consider ourselves very fortunate
to be bornin India.”

| did not know
the chinese too

Chinese Jews
Kaifeng Jews
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HOT TV Channel Decision on Indian Channels

One of the major change that affected all the Bene-Israel first generation population in Israel was the
recent decision of HOT channel to stop offering the Hot Bollywood (channel 91) and Hot Bollywood Classic
(channel 92) in the basic package. Hot offers a basic package of channels that include news in different
languages, some other channels like National Geography and other that rarely interests Bene-Israel first
generation. Their interest is basically in Zee TV (Channel 161) and BollywooD (Channel 89) along with the
above two channels; as all of them are in Hindi.

HOT insists that they will not change the configuration of their basic package for which they charge a basic price. All additional
channels will be at 30 NIS per month. So when they excluded two Indian channels from the basic package, that would mean for every
Indian family to add another 60 NIS per month, if they wanted these channels.

There are other ways to see all these channels (and more ) using a satellite antenna that is installed and moved by remote control to
different positions (angles) to see different channel. Also Zee5 can be downloaded at 30 NIS per month to see all the Zee movies and
channels. But both these options are very difficult for older people to handle who are the major audience of Hot Hindi.

Prices in Israel went up between 16% to 20% during last few months including of electricity (25%) food (16%) and other daily routine
products. The channels have no other way to compensate but to increase prices. They decide instead not to increase the basic package
prices but reduce the package size. Though in the basic package 80% channels are not see by most of the people (like Indians don’t see
Turkish, French, Spanish, Russian, German, Italian channels, other don’t see Indian channels) still they are included in the basic
package. This is also to help the international hotel channels where guests of all kind come.

Moshe Sogaokar of the United Indian Group ITIN 'RXI'7 'M7'nj7 '*¥IX TIN'X has taken up this issue with HOT. Let us see what the results
will be of this effort.
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Who was Judith in Bible? Why is she unknown?

https://youtu.be/uwUDW{Gprig Book of Judith - Wikipedia

While browsing in Google under the caption; Women from Bible, | reached a name Judith/Yudith. | had
never heard of her in our Jewish Bible. So | read further.

Judith was a Jewish widow who uses her beauty and charm to destroy an Assyrian general and save Israel
from oppression. The story revolves around Judith, a daring and beautiful widow, who is upset with her
Jewish countrymen for not trusting God to deliver them from their foreign conquerors. She goes with her
loyal maid to the camp of the enemy general, Holofernes, with whom she slowly ingratiates herself,
promising him information on the Israelites. Gaining his trust, she is allowed access to his tent one night as
he lies in a drunken stupor. She decapitates him, then takes his head back to her fearful countrymen. The
Assyrians, having lost their leader, disperse, and Israel is saved. Though she is courted by many, Judith
remains unmarried for the rest of her life.

Judith with the Head of Holophemes, by Cristofano
Allori, 1613 (Royal Collection, London)

In Judaism Yudith has no mention. Story of Hanukkah takes place during the time of the
Hasmonean dynasty. In that respect, Medieval Jewry appears to have viewed Judith as the
Hasmonean counterpart to Queen Esther, the heroine of the holiday of Purim.

Although the text itself does not mention Hanukkah, it became customary for a Hebrew
midrashic variant of the Judith story to be read on the Shabbat of Hanukkah as the story
of Hanukkah takes place during the time of the Hasmonean dynasty.

Judith was one of the great Jewish heroines. Judith single-handedly
conceived of a daring and ingenious plan to save the Jews during an
earlier time of Syrian Greek oppression.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holofernes

Philosophy of Spreading Joy

The Na Nachs, as some of the group call themselves, are an offshoot
of the Bratslav Hassidim, followers of the late Rebbe Nachman
(1772-1810), great-grandson of the founder of Hasidism.

Na Nach Nachma Nachman
Me'uman is a Hebrew language
name and song used by a
subgroup of Breslover Hasidim
colloquially known as the Na
Nachs. It is a kabbalistic formula

Devotees of the group, colloquially called “Na Nachs”, make
themselves quite visible in the streets of Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Safed,
Tiberias, ar;]d other !s_raell cmesI as they _d_ance a_tc;]p ﬁnd arcl)u?d MOVING | L. cod on the four Hebrew letters
vans to techno-Hasidic musical compositions, with the goal o of the name Nachman. referfing o

spreadingjgy to passeery' the founder of the Breslov

‘Na Nach Nachmu Nachman Me-Uman' is the name of our holy leader b el
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov. (born in 1774) Through a note he sent (In

hE i
1922) in a miraculous manner to Rabbi Israel Dov Odesser (called Rebbe Nachman's WISDOM

'Saba’ or 'Saba Israel'), Rabbi Nachman revealed that his name

(meaning his soul and teachings) is the Song that is Single (Na - 1), will Change your life!
Doubled (Nach - m1), Tripled (Nachmu - nni), and Quadrupled
(Nachman _ |nm). “Na Na Hey Hey Kiss Him Goodbye” The importance of joy and dancing - Breslov.org

The importance of joy in singing and
dancing is behind this philosophy. “When there are
decrees against Israel, if we dance and clap hands we
can sweeten and mitigate the decrees.

They are known to be dare devils as during wars they
drive along with the tanks singing and dancing;
encouraging the solders and distributing water.
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Bene-Israel Jokes

Leah: Listen Sami, our neighbor Sankar’s daughter
who is a rude bitch is getting married and | will not
tolerate this nonsense ever.

Sami: What is your problem? If she is getting
married let her get married. Good for you.

Leah: How can you say this? | will never let this
happen. If you do not do anything to stop this
marriage | will leave this home and go to my
Bastaker brother.

Sami: now angry ... What is this nonsense? Why
and how can | stop any ones marriage. She is
getting married; she is adult and can marry any
one she wants. Why should | care?

Leah: Because she is marrying our son!!

Sami: Eeee......

Dokarkar goes to the doctor, concerned
about his wife's hearing problem.

Dr. Kasukar says "Stand behind her and say
something and tell me how close you are
when she hears you."

Dokarkar goes home, sees his wife in the
kitchen, cutting carrots on the countertop.
About 15 feet away he says, "Honey, what's
for dinner?" Nothing. He gets halfway to
her and repeats the same question.
Nothing. Very concerned, he gets right
behind her and asks again "What's for
dinner?"

She turns around and says "For the THIRD
time, mixed vegetable and rice!"

Bhonkar do you know what my mother said
to my new wife on wedding day?

Bhonkar: No Awaskar, what did she say?

Awaskar : On my second wedding day, my
mom told my bride, “No refunds, no
exchanges on sale items.”

Palkar: Mother | am 38 already. When will
you get me married? Do you know | just
read that 4,153,237 people got married last
year!

Mother: Hmm..... but shouldn’t that be an
even number?

Kehimkar husband and wife were dining at a 5-
star restaurant.

When their food arrived, the husband said:
“Neomi, our food has arrived! Let's eat!"

Naomi reminded him: "David, you always say
your prayers at home before your dinner!"

David replied: "That's at home, my dear. Here
the chef knows how to cook..."
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Humor: My Bene-Israel Parents- True Story

We are Kasukar’s. | was born in Israel but my parents always
remained the wonderful old Bene-Israel family. One weekend.

Mother (M): Isaac you see those Galsurkars in the next building
had three Malida’s in one month.

Father(F): | don’t understand what is your problem Leah?

M: Three Malidas! we have to go, attend give presents three times
in one month. That is too much.

F: But you know they had the first Malida as it was one year for
their grandmother’s death then their last son was going to the
army so they had second Malida and then their first son had a
new born son so they had third Malida. It is a Bene-Israel tradition
to perform Malida. They do as their Hazzan tells them. If they had
not done it then you would say they did not do it.

M: But I still think it is too much.

F: What really is your problem Leah?

M: No no nothing. Hmm... you know we also have to think what to
wear every time or they will say you wore it last time!!

F: But you did buy two new sari’s this month for the Malida.

M: Yes | know, they have the Malida and we have to bear
expenses, give presents buy sari!!

F: So don’t go for the Malida. Stay home.

M: What are you talking about. You can’t show back to the
Malida. It is a sin.

F: So what do you want to say?

M: | am just saying that those Galsurkars in the next building had
three Malida’s in one month.

(I sat their listening and laughing and though it was over and
then..)

F: So you want to take revenge. So you too have three Malidas
next month.

M: What rubbish, we have no reason to do that.

F: Why not. You can say first Malida for your sister is out of
hospital in Canada, second Madida for your round birthday that is
next month and third Malida for the increase in salary and
promotion that | got recently.

M: Confused .... Really we can do that???

F: And you can also buy three new sari’s too to show-off.

M: Yes yes... that is what you want that | work like dog whole
month cooking and cleaning the home doing dishes and they will
come to eat and will go away ... no one will help. And why should |
tell anyone my sister was in the hospital or my age. And what do
you want that everyone will put an evil eye on your salary and
promotion. Nakko —Baba .... | am good the way | am.

F: (In a teasing tone) | am just saying this because those Galsurkars
in the next building had three Malida’s in one month.

M. Shut-up. You just don’t like to sit with me peacefully and talk.
You just don’t like to see me relaxes. (She stood up and walked in
to the kitchen)

My dad looked at me and we both winked at each other as we
laughed in control, so that mother will not hear us.
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Humor- Happy Bene-Israel Husband’s Day

Let us keep *2 minutes silence* and read some quotes of great personalities.

After marriage, husband and wife become two sides of a
coin, they just can’t face each other, but still they stay
together.

— Nissim Moses Talkar

There’s a way of transferring funds that is even faster than
electronic banking. It’s called marriage.
— Daniel Daniels Bhonkar

A good wife always forgives her husband when she’s wrong.
— Leo Daniels Walwatkar

When you are in love, wonders happen. But once you get
married, you wonder, what happened.
- Johnny Jhiradar

Marriage is a beautiful forest where Brave Lions are killed by
Beautiful Deers*.
- Sion Charikar

Position of a husband is just like a Split AC, No matter how
loud he is outdoor, He is designed to remain silent indoor.

While getting married, most of the guys say to girl's parents,
" 1 will keep your daughter happy for the rest of her life* ".

Have you ever heard a girl saying something like this to the
boy's parents like* *I will keep your son happy for the rest of
his life
*N00000 ... because women don't tell lies*!

Moshe Digodkar

If wife wants husband’s attention, she just has to look sad
and uncomfortable.
If husband wants wife’s attention, he just has to look
comfortable & happy.

- David Goslakar

A Philosopher HUSBAND said:- Every WIFE is a ‘Mistress’
of her Husband...
Miss” for first year & “Stress” for rest of the life...

Me to my wife : You should learn to embrace your
mistakes™.....

She hugged me immediately.

-Benny Roheraker
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Common Expressions and their background!

OK

It wasn't as strange as it might
seem for the author to coin OK
as an abbreviation for "all
correct." There was a fashion
then for playful abbreviations
like i.s.b.d (it shall be done),
r.t.b.s (remains to be seen),
and s.p. (small potatoes).
They were the early ancestors
of OMG, LOL, and tl;dr. A twist
on the trend was to base the
abbreviations on alternate
spellings or misspellings, so
"no go" was k.g. (know go)
and "all right" was o.w. (oll

write).
5

So it wasn't so surprising for
someone come up with o.k. for
oll korrect. What is surprising
is that it ended up sticking
around for so long while the
other abbreviations faded
away.

Sorry

The phrase “sorry” was shortened
from “I’'m sorry”, where “sorry” is
an adjective, that originally meant
“sad” or “sorrowful”.

The adjective “sorry” derives from
Old English ‘sarig’, originally
meaning ‘grieved” or “sad”, in turn
deriving from a root meaning
“suffering”. The Old English sense
can still be seen in phrases like
“sorry state”, where “sorry” has
kept its meaning of “sad”.

Bank

The word ‘bank’ is used in the
sense of a commercial bank. It is of
Germanic origin though some
persons trace its origin to the
French word ‘Banqui’ and the
Italian word ‘Banca’. It referred to a
bench for keeping, lending, and
exchanging of money or coins in
the market place by money lenders
and money changers.

Please

In English “please” is short
for “if you please,” “if it
pleases you to do this” — it
Is the same in most
European languages (French
s'il vous plait, Spanish por
favor). Its literal meaning is
“you are under no obligation
to do this.” “Hand me the
salt. Not that | am saying that
you have to!” This is not true;
there is a social obligation,
and it would be almost
impossible not to comply. But
etiquette largely consists of
the exchange of polite
fictions (to use less polite
language, lies). When you
ask someone to pass the
salt, you are also giving them
an order; by attaching the
word “please,” you are
saying that it is not an order.
But, in fact, it is.

Thank You

In English, “thank you”
derives from “think”. It
originally meant, “I will
remember what you did for
me” — which is usually not
true either — but in other
languages (the Portuguese
obrigado is a good example)
the standard term follows
the form of the English
“much obliged” — it actually
does mean “l am in your
debt.”. Saying “you're
welcome,” or “it's
nothing” — the latter has at
least the advantage of often
being literally true — is a
way of reassuring the one to
whom one has passed the
salt that you are not actually
inscribing a debit in your
imaginary moral account
book.
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Sa I ome Re b e I I 0OS ( Pi n gl E) Conductor, Educator, Pianist & Singer

I am incredibly happy and honored to have been appointed the new
choir director of the Ulmer Spatzen Chor. In addition, | was also
entrusted with the management of the singing department at the
music school Ulm.

After 25 wonderful years under the leadership of Hans de Gilde | have
big footsteps to follow. | am so grateful to the school management,
the singing teachers, the board members, the representatives of the
city of Ulm and the singers for choosing me for this position.

Looking forward to working with this amazing team and can’t wait to
be part of the Sparrows Family!

(13) Salome Rebello | Facebook
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVuBhUSOYIc

Salome daughter of Larry Reena (nee Abraham Moses
Pingle-of Musical Saloon Bombay) and Larry Rebello was
awarded the MA Choir Conducting (under Prof. Stanley
Sperber) at the Rubin Academy of Music &Dance at Givat
Ram Campus in Jerusalem —within the framework of the
Hebrew University-Jerusalem.

Salome has studied piano from a young age and
immigrated to Israel in 2008, after completing
bachelor’'sdegree in Sociology from Mumbai University.
After immigration to Israel she has completed a B.Mus.
degree in piano and conducting from the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance. She is a reputed
professional choral singer. Rebello conducts three choirs

and teaches piano in Jerusalem.
Information taken from Bio-Brief prepared by Nissim Moses
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World of Bene-Israel Politics in Israel

ITIN 'RX1'7 'M7'0p ¥R TIN'K / National Community Union for Indian Jews ((3) ITIn 'RXI'7 'N7'07 'YX TIN'N |
Facebook) lead by Moshe Soogaokar whose message to the community is “The purpose of the group is to connect
everyone who wants to the group in order to unite and get to know the members of the community from all over
the country. Later on, the group will be used to convey messages to promote the community's goals and their
welfare anywhere in the country”.

There have been local efforts in each city for last seventy years to win positions in the Municipal Elections in Israel.
Most of the time Bene-Israel community does not succeed to get a representative in. There are some rare cases when
they did succeed.

This time Moshe has planned a new way of promoting Bene-Israel candidates for the Municipal elections and later for
Knesset elections. Under the banner of his group he and his team are having meetings in different cities. He has had
such meeting in many cities. | attended one in Ashdod.

Moshe had managed to all the important local groups in Ashdod to get together for this meeting on 18" July 2021 at 8
PM. The meeting was very dynamic with the update on what was happing today in Ashdod and what the plan should
be. Basically all agreed that before supporting any one candidate, there will be primaries and a candidate finally
chosen will be supported by all the Bene-Israel community. Next meeting in Ashdod was planned for 2 August.

Food Distribution for the needy in Ashdod:
At the same time Moshe’s group distributes free food to the needy. On 18 July meeting Moshe and his team went
around distributing food to needy families in Ashdod.
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Mid-Day / Panvel’s fading memory

https://www.mid-day.com/sunday-mid-day/article/panvels-fading-memory-23237441

Updated on: 24 July,2022 07:42 AM IST | Mumbai
Mitali Parekh | smdmail@mid-day.com

Sunday mid-day goes on a walk around Panvel with Professor Smita Dalvi, who’s in a
race against urbanisation to preserve the pit-stop town’s historical buildings.

To Mumbaikars with the living memory of travel before the Mumbai-Pune Expressway
was built, Panvel is the town sandwiched after the last McDonalds at Kalamboli and the
famous Shree Datta Vada Pao Centre at Palaspar Phata. Now, the Expressway flies over it
and all you see are the squat squares of new buildings with the balconies the size of bird
perches. Its only avenue of interest now is that it is the site of the upcoming airport and

a large train terminal.

As with all six lakes in the city, Vishrale or Israel
Talav, was built in the 18th and 19th century by
influential families with administrative clout.
An important source for research for Professor
Smita Dalvi was the Bapat family, one of the
oldest residents of Panvel, who built three
lakes. Pics/Sameer Markande

The Beth-El synagogue of the Bene Israelis. These are Marathi-speaking Jews of the Konkan
Region, and were popularly referred to as Shaniwar Tellis (Saturday oil pressers) due to their
custom of observing Shabbat. Pic/Sameer Markande

However, the city has been an important trading town and port in the Raigad district. Panvel
Taluka is well-known as the rice-bowl of the region, growing many varieties, one of them even
named after the town. Its urban form and architectural heritage dates back to the 18th century. It
has been home to a population of Konkani Hindus and Muslims, Dakkhani Muslims, Bohris, Koli
fisher folk, and the Bene Israeli Jews, among others. Each community has left behind a place of
worship—the Ekviradevi mandir of the Kolis, the Dar-ul-Imarat of Bohra masjid, several temples
to Mahadev mandirs with stone deep-malas (stone pillars with carved lamps, to be lit at festivals)
and Maratha-style shikara, a Lingayat samadhi, Jama Masjid and the Beth-El synagogue.

Even 10 years ago, one could see excellent examples of Kokani-style timbre architecture, with
tiled sloping roofs and stone masonry. Domestic architecture consisted of wada-structures, town
houses, bungalows, and even Art Deco apartment blocks, such as the Ismail Manzil.

One would be pressed hard to find anyone who remembers or knows any of this, even after living
here for decades. And then you have Professor Smita Dalvi, founding faculty at the MES Pillai
College of Architecture in Panvel, who has been putting together information and pictures to
document this history. The result is a new book, Panvel: Great City, Fading Heritage, which she
has co-authored with Sonam Ambe. In it, she has tried to distill the natural history, mythology
and human history of the town. Expressed with archival photographs and illustrations, the book is
both in English and Marathi.
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Dhootpapeshwar Factory, which manufactured ayurvedic medicines, was founded in 1872. In the

19th century, it enjoyed the reputation of being the best option for employment. A small
museum to Ayurveda now takes up the ground floor. Pic/Panvel—Great City, Fading heritage

“The general perception for even the residents of New Bombay is that it’s like
tabula rasa... nothing existed earlier. In the Raigad part of Navi Mumbai, there are
two historical towns—Uran and Panvel,” says Dalvi. “Panvel is a medieval town.
By the early 18th century, it was established as a trading town. Its port dated back
to perhaps the 15th century, and until the mid 1950s, ships would dock at Panvel
Bunder, facilitating travel of people and goods.”

Panvel Bunder on the Panvel creek (as the Gadhi river flows from the Matheran
Hills and meets the creek) is closer to the Gharapuri island, which we know as the
Elephanta caves. By road, the Sion-Panvel highway concretised and widened an
existing route to the Deccan, which on the other end, stretches to Thane. Cutting
across the length of New Panvel is the Matheran road that ends at Dodhani
village at the foothills of the hill station. It used to be an expanse of paddy fields
growing Panvel rice as far as the eye could see; today, a blade or two of grass is
visible amongst new residential constructions, even towers, in Sukhapur.

Dalvi moved to Panvel from Mumbai 25 years ago. “As an architect, we knew that
significant heritage existed here. Researching this history helped me become a
Panvelkar,” she says. In the early 2000s, Dalvi led a heritage listing project
sponsored by MMR-HCS (Mumbai Metropolitan Region—Heritage Conservation
Society), implemented by the MES Pillai College of Architecture. The faculty team
identified several heritage sites in the towns of Panvel and Uran.

}f&“ Dalvi moved to Panvel from Mumbai 25 years ago. “As an architect, we knew that significant heritage
: ; | > existed here. Researching this history helped me become a Panvelkar,” she says. In the early 2000s, Dalvi

led a heritage listing project sponsored by MMR-HCS (Mumbai Metropolitan Region—Heritage
Conservation Society), implemented by the MES Pillai College of Architecture. The faculty team identified
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;,:'-;‘;; !.;f ~8 Around 2000, the faculty put forth a proposal to list the Raigad part of Navi Mumbai as a heritage site and
W Gheapun ; f it was accepted. The book is a part of that funded project, published by Mahatma Education Soceity
t‘““ﬁf [umbrella body of Pillai college]. Fun fact: Raigad district was once known as Kolaba/Kulaba district. Take
-~ Hghway | that, SoBo.
unum nuw
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https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/thanekars-on-cloud-nine-as-eknath-shinde-becomes-new-maharashtra-cm-23233865

In the past two decades, people are
aligning with the larger community
identity. For instance, the Jain
Derasar is in the process of becoming
a marble edifice with a staggering
dome.

Others have been engulfed by
concrete construction or lie decaying.
The triangular Jewish cemetery, for
instance, is as large as a traffic island.
It holds 25 to 30 graves, and has no
boundary or assigned caretaker.
Recently, it was cordoned off by
barbed wires, with no entry point.
“The older graves,” explains Dalvi,
“have inscriptions in Marathi and
Hebrew. The newer ones have
inscriptions in English too. On her
husband’s tombstone, Rubybai
Benjamin Chincholkar wrote a poem
of love in Marathi, comparing her
husband to Rama who always kept his
word. The synagogue, built in 1849,
has a reputation for fulfilling wishes
and the odd tourist bus still stops by
for pilgrimage. The synagogue was a
mud and brick structure until it was
damaged in floods of 2005. The
neighboring Muslim tradesmen
donated money to have it stoneclad.”

Mid-Day / Panvel’s fading memory

https:f fwwiw. mid-day. comy'sunday-mid-day/article/panvels-fading-memory-23237441
Updated on: 24 buly, 2022 07:42 AM 15T | Mumbai
Mitali Parekh | smdmail@mid-day. com

Above article mentions:

The svnagogue, built in 1849, has a reputation for fulfilling wishes and the odd
tourist bus still stops by for pilgrimage. The synagogue was a mud and brick
structure until 1t was damaged in floods of 2005, The neighboring Muslim
tradesmen donated money to have if stone clad.”

2005 9T 91 a9 04 A9 [ flood ) ST gl ATqeaT 99 0o A9 T a1 B Lha
ATET. TEET 1) FIAHT, 2) ATATHE, 3) TEAET, 4) TIEFL

In the year 2005, therewas a flood in Panvel. Our Beth El prayer area was badly damaged.
Atthat time, the people of our Jewish community had donated. Similarly, the heavenly
venerable Lord Robben Kamarlekar had brought a large donation from Israel, fromwhich
his Beth El prayer rhythm had been repaired. At thattime, the honorable Shri Reuben
Kamarle Kar himself was present. Atthattime, nota single Muslim person had donationted.
Incorrectinformationis written in the above post. Inthe above post, none of the 7 trustees
of Beth El Prarthana Laya has been asked. Trustees 1) Korlekar, 2) Satamkar, 3) Divekar, 4)

Chordek
1

Adjoining the Israeli Talav is the patch of land donated by Sheth Karamshi to the Bene
Israeli community

Losing a place’s historical memories is like losing memory, according to her. “I come from
the point of view of tangible, physical structures [as a professor of architecture],” she says.
“When a heritage structure is removed, you lose a community’s history. Which is worse. It’s
like being a person without past memories.”

For the full original article see the link given above.
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Why do Bene-Israel’s like to eat with their hands?

Most Indians believe that the real taste of food can be experienced only by eating it with hands.

As per Ayurveda, every finger is an augmentation of each of the five elements. Thus, when a person gathers
his fingertips to touch the food, he possibly kindles the five elements (earth, water, fire, space, air), making
him more aware of texture, smells and taste of the food that he is about to consume. This way you are not

only feeding your physical body but also your spirit and mind.

Imagine eating Birda-Rice with fork and spoon .... Bene-lIsrael’s coming from India cannot imagine not using
their hands. Or the common Bene-Israel daily food — “Daal Bhath and Batata chi Bhaji”; unless you don’t mix
the three up in proper proportion with your hand; the pleasure just disappears!

Quiz
There is one Bene-Israel women in this group of ladies
Find her!
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D.Samson shop, on the way to Alibaug. May 2022
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Picture credit: Mr. A. Gujar Forwarded by: M. Raamash Ragvan
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wmus - Wy do Israelis flock to India?

A decade after the Mumbai massacre, what still draws tens of thousands of Israelis every year?
By TAMAR LAFONTAINE , Published: DECEMBER 8, 2018 15:48 Updated: DECEMBER 8, 2018 15:49

Why do Israelis flock to India? - Israel News - The Jerusalem Post (jpost.com)

INDIA— On a Saturday afternoon in late June, some 30
Israelis in their 20s and 30s gather to share a Shabbat meal.
Some bear signs of religious observance such as a head
covering or modest dress while others evoke a more secular
lifestyle through tattoos, dreadlocks or provocative clothing.
The traditional blessing is recited over wine and bread, after
which a parade of humus, tehina, matbuha and other
popular Israeli salads make their way up and down the long
line of rectangular tables that have been joined together for
the occasion. Were it not for the Himalayan peaks visible
through the windows and the Indian waiters bustling to and
fro, one might easily imagine that the gathering was taking
place most anywhere in Israel.

Welcome to the Humus Trail — a term coined to denote the
travel route through India most frequented by Israelis,
particularly post-military service ones looking to blow off

steam, score high-quality hash, and take in stunning natural sights — all at a bargain price. So well-trodden are these areas by Israelis
that entire industries have sprung up to cater to their wants and needs. Here the sacred language is as likely to be heard as Hindi,
business signage dons both Hebrew and English, and shakshuka and falafel are part and parcel of local cuisine.
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https://www.jpost.com/Jerusalem-Report/Mother-India-573686

A Sabbath gathering at a Chabad House in a village in
northern India is but one example of the microcosms of
Israeli society increasingly found throughout the
country. In the last 25 years, India has become a
destination of choice for Israelis, particularly
twentysomethings on their rite of passage backpacking
trip abroad. Eli Sneh, head of Consular Affairs for the
Israeli Embassy in Delhi, estimates that some 80,000
Israelis visit India each year — a number, he says, that
IS growing.

So what is it about India that has captivated so many A decade after the Mumbai massacre, what still draws tens of thousands of Israelis every vear?
(photo credit: MAAYAN YAM)

Israelis? -

“There is only one India!” wrote Mark Twain in his diary as he traveled through the country in 1896. “It is the only country that has a
monopoly of grand and imposing specialties. When another country has a remarkable thing, it cannot have it all to itself — some other
country has a duplicate. But India, that is different. Its marvels are its own; the patents cannot be infringed; imitations are not possible.
And think of the size of them, the majesty of them, the weird and outlandish character of most of them!”

Indeed, there is nothing subtle about India. There is the sheer magnitude of its population (one out of every six people on the planet
lives in India, and in the next couple of decades, it is expected to unseat China as the world’s most populous country). There is the
staggering gap between its rich and its poor (it's home to the fourth highest number of billionaires in the world and, until recently, to
the largest number of people living in extreme poverty). And there's the diversity of its terrain and climate (the world’s largest
continuous mountain range and highest peaks, some of the most vast open plains, three mighty rivers, hundreds of thousands of
kilometers of desert and some of the best tropical beaches). Add to that the 22 major languages, hundreds of dialects, a host of
religions, and food, clothing and customs that are unique to each of its 29 states, and one may begin to understand why Twain
described India as “The one land that all men desire to see, and having seen once, by even a glimpse, would not give that glimpse for
the shows of all the rest of the world combined.”

“India is a very attractive destination for young tourists,” says Daniel Carmon, former Israeli ambassador to India, who completed his
four-year term there just three months ago. “The diversity of nature — Himalayas in the north and wonderful tropical beaches in the
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south — the history, the culture, the religion, the diversity of people and languages, it’s really a fascinating country.

“In India, they find and have been finding for a few decades now a place to decompress after their military service. Traditionally, after
army service and before starting their real lives as adults — before going to university or starting their jobs — the large majority of
young Israelis have these four, six, eight months, one year of experiencing India, seeing the sights, meeting the people, and, by the
way, meeting Israelis themselves, which is a phenomenon to see sometimes — the Israelis looking for themselves, on what is called
the Humus Tralil.

“‘Many of the Israelis are looking for other Israelis. They’re looking for the jachnun that they would eat in Israel on Saturdays or the
humus that they would find in Israeli Oriental restaurants. This is a very particular characteristic of the 40,000 or more Israeli
backpackers that flood India [each year].”

Ye’ara, 20, from Moshav Gimzo in Central Israel, completed her army service two months ago and plans to stay in India for two
months. “| wanted to get away and be without a schedule and India was the cheapest option,” she says. “Also, my brother just came
back from a trip to India and all his talk about it got me excited about going, too.”

Ora, 23, of Jerusalem, also recently completed her army service. She began her backpacking trip in South America and had some
time left before the start of her university studies in Israel so she decided to travel to India as well. “Going to India has become a ‘goes
without saying’ thing. It’s entrenched in Israeli culture,” she says. “When again will | have a period in my life like this when | am without
commitments? In the last year, | can count on one hand the number of times I've used an alarm clock to wake up.

“As an lIsraeli, it’s easiest to travel in India, to meet other Israelis,” she adds. “The way Israelis congregate in every place — it'’s not like
that with other nations, it’s special, and it’s totally part of the India experience.”

According to Tom Landau, 30, a Tel Aviv-based travel consultant, Israelis travel differently than people from other nations. Whereas
travelers from other countries use guidebooks, Israelis travel in packs and depend on the feedback, information, tips and
recommendations of fellow Israeli travelers shared via online platforms such as Facebook, he says.

One of the most popular of these is the Facebook group “Traveling to India with Meron,” which formed two years ago with some 2,000
members and has since grown to nearly 30,000.

“‘Every month, | receive hundreds of queries — from technical questions like how to get from one place to another, to matters that
involve the embassy, to helping someone feel less lonely,” says Meron Kerlick, 54, the founder of the group.

“‘Almost 24/7, | am connected to what is going on in India,” he continues. “For example, today | posted about an Israeli traveler in India
who has been missing for several months. Two week ago, northern India was a mess because of the weather so | posted a thread of
updates about conditions. Because there are so many people living and traveling in the country, I'm immediately updated about things
— even before the embassy.

“Thanks to the group, people can be aware of what is happening. And parents can also be more relaxed because they can stay in the
loop.”

BILATERAL RELATIONS between Israel and India have blossomed in recent years, from military and strategic ties, to science,
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technological and agricultural cooperation to tourism. The gains in relations were solidified in 2017 when Narendra Modi became the
first Indian prime minister to visit Israel. His historic visit was reciprocated by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 2018.

One of the fruits of this burgeoning friendship is the historic opening earlier this year of a flight route over Saudi Arabian airspace
connecting Tel Aviv and Delhi via Air India — a development, Carmon says, that took many, many years to bring about and which he
views as one of the greatest diplomatic achievements of his tenure in India. Both Carmon and Sneh cite the new flight path, which is
both shorter and significantly cheaper than the options previously available to India-bound travelers, as another reason for the
growing number of Israelis traveling there. Futhermore, they note, Delhi has become a convenient stopover option for Israelis on their
way to other destinations in the East, such as Singapore, Bangkok and even Australia.

“Historically, we had a limited arsenal of areas where the two countries would meet each other — defense and maybe agriculture,”
says Carmon. “But nowadays, the menu is very profound and large.

“The bilateral relations between India and Israel at the moment are at their best, but they are not yet at their peak; there should
always be something better to aspire to,” he adds. “Although they are not yet at their peak, they truly have reached new heights with,
among other things, four important reciprocal presidential and prime ministerial visits, and those visits are way beyond being just
ceremonial. Not just the visits themselves but the fruits that they bear.”

Ten years ago this month, both countries lost citizens in one of the world’s deadliest terrorist attacks, which took place in Mumbai.
Over the course of November 26-29, 2008, multiple coordinated shooting and bombing attacks took place across the megalopolis,
including at its Chabad House, claiming over 160 lives.

“Twenty-six/eleven,” as Indians refer to the day, is very significant for India. Half a dozen simultaneous terrorist attacks on India’s
economic capital was a real trauma” says Carmon. “Although India, like Israel, has been suffering for years from terrorism, the 26/11
attacks, in which hundreds of people were murdered, was a ‘game changer’... and, among other things, detection methods were
improved because of it. Nevertheless, | do not believe it has affected, or should affect, the economy or business or tourism.

“Both our countries, India and Israel, have been victims of extreme terrorism and this is something that bonds us together, no doubt
about it. This also brought both governments to sign a landmark agreement on homeland security and anti-terrorism, which we have
been implementing since 2014,” he adds.

“One of the ingredients of the growing partnership between Israel and India that always needed strengthening is the people to people
channel,” he continues. “India and Israel have known each other for many years in various aspects and ways and means, but the
people to people part of it was relatively weak. We did not, and still do not, know each other enough. We should study each other, we
should give a much larger platform and [have] much more profound knowledge of each other, and tourism and the connectivity and
the movement of people for business or pleasure are very important ingredients in those relations.”

FOR SOME Israelis, India was never a dream destination, but, rather, one that the circumstances of life conspired to bring them to.
“Until the age of 30, India, and the Far East in general, were not on my map,” says Roey, 39, of Rishon Lezion. “Actually, it was the
opposite — | was against traveling in this area. I'm not spiritual. | don’t smoke. And | was appalled by the lack of cleanliness here. In
short, nothing attracted me about the place. But at age 30, a relationship and a business endeavor of mine ended, and | wanted to
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take a break from Israel, get some air. And suddenly, the Far East called to me.”

For others, like Immanuel, 64, India was a homecoming of sorts. At age 12, his family left Mumbai for Ashdod. At age 55, he returned
to explore his origins and initially, was alarmed by what he met.

“The crowdedness, the chaos... | was afraid to cross the street on my own,” he recalls. “When you land in Delhi or Mumbai, it’s
traumatic.”

He returned to Israel but found himself back in India a few years later, with his second wife, a senior care worker from Nepal. “We
traveled to Nepal to visit her family and | was really taken by the place — it was so relaxing and laid back.

“When we returned to Israel, | couldn’t get Nepal out of my head,” he says. “After six months, | returned to Nepal on my own because
| was sick of living in Israel — from the stress. A month later, my wife joined me and we opened a restaurant in Kathmandu.”

After the April 2015 Nepal earthquake, the two left for Goa, a favorite beach destination in southern India, and opened another
restaurant. Three years on, they’re still in India, splitting their time between Goa in the South and Dharamasala in the North, a
common seasonal migration pattern in the country, timed to avoid the monsoon season in each region.

“In India, | discovered my passion for drawing — something that would never have happened in Israel because of the ongoing stress of
making ends meet,” says Immanuel. “Here, | finally had time to myself. If | had stayed in Israel, | would probably end up passing my
time playing backgammon or in a wheelchair with a Nepalese care worker.”

Says former ambassador Carmon: “Many Israelis make use of the richness of what this country has to offer and the fact that it can be
done in a relatively economical way." Budget travelers in India can easily, and comfortably, get by on $20 a day, including
accommodation.

“And the proof of the pudding is the fact that many Israelis come back, not just backpackers but also after they establish a family or
they are older and do a rerun of an experience they had in India,” he adds.

“Israelis find a type of peace here that they don’t find in Israel, in their routine there,” says Michal, 31, a backpacker from Petah Tikva.
“Here they feel freedom to do whatever they want.

“It's not for naught that Israelis call India ‘Mama India,” she explains. “There is a type of embrace that one receives here that one
doesn’t in Israel. There’s a certain magic — one | haven't yet fully understood.”

Oded, 40, a tour guide from Tel Aviv, has been to India four times. “India is like a favorite poem or song or book that you reread or
listen to every few years,” he says. “And every time, you reconnect to it from where you are in your life in that moment; it ages with
you.”

For some, India is an adventure pursued as a couple or even as a family.

Yonatan, 28, and Yael, 20, from Ma’on, recently married and chose India as their honeymoon destination. “A friend got us excited
about India,” explains Yael. “He told us that there is a great deal of variety, from relaxing to going on treks. And it no doubt helps that
it's very cheap to travel here.

‘I didn’t do a post-army trip. | hadn’t seen anywhere outside Israel, and | was curious — to see and live the unfamiliar,” she continues.
“Also, it's an opportunity to spend time together as a newly married couple, to build our relationship without the pressures of work and
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other commitments.”

However, “If we had known ahead of time just how many Israelis are traveling in India, it may actually have been a reason against
coming,” she notes.

Oded, 37, and Meital, 32, of Kedumim, have been married for seven years and have two children under the age of five. For them,
India was a last-ditch effort to save their marriage and family.

“We were on the brink of divorce,” says Meital, who first visited India 10 years ago on her own. “So we started working on ourselves
and our relationship, attending different seminars, trying to understand our mission in life. And as a result, Oded opened up to the
idea of India.”

“From the day we married, Meital told me, ‘What about India?’” recalls Oded. “But at the time, the idea didn’t resonate with me. In
Israel, | worked in sales. Every few months, | was with a new mobile phone, a new watch, hair gel — | was unhappy and sought refuge
in external things. Today, | feel just the opposite — like | just want to shed everything, to live in as minimalist a manner as possible.
“I've been here 10 months, but really, it wasn’t until two months ago that | started feeling like | was here, that | truly began to
surrender to the place, for the masks to begin to fall,” he continues. “So now we want to extend our stay by another year so that we
can truly experience and internalize what this country has to offer and teach us.”

The time in India has also benefitted their children, says Meital. “The kids have changed a lot. They used to be really closed. And now
they connect to people very quickly. They have confidence. The freedom, the lack of structure, the exposure to all types of people and
ages has done them wonders.”

MEITAL AND Oded’s stay in India took on even more meaning when they were offered the opportunity to run a local Lev Yehudi, a
type of open house for Jewish travelers, for a few months.

“The young Israeli travelers in India have a need to decompress, to undergo meaningful personal growth,” says Meital. “I went
through it myself when | was their age and | felt that | wanted to help and support others going through a similar experience.”

The house aims to be a home away from home for Jews from all walks of life; a place to gather, hang out, learn, take part in a
workshop, join a meal, celebrate Jewish holidays and the Sabbath, or get advice or assistance with everything from logistical
challenges to medical emergencies to homesickness.

“It's very confusing here,” continues Meital. “People come to India to go through some type of journey and sometimes they need a bit
of guidance. It's easy to get sucked into the young Israeli culture here of smoking [marijuana] all day. | try to help them understand
what they want, and to connect to themselves.”

Lev Yehudi, which is an initiative funded by the National-Religious movement in Israel, is joined by like-minded initiatives in India,
albeit from different areas on the religious spectrum. Another is Beit Bina, a project of the pluralistic Jewish Movement for Social
Change, and, of course, Beit Chabad, a project of the Chabad Hasidic movement that has branches in most major cities around the
world.

Sigal and Shai Levy, a couple in their 60s from Tel Aviv, have been managing Beit Bina in the northern Indian village of Dharamkot for
the past two seasons. The village has become one of the most popular stops on the Humus Trail.
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“I was surprised to discover that Israelis [traveling in India] are looking for a place to feel at home, to connect with other Israelis after
so much time abroad,” says Sigal. “At the end of the day, they're looking for something beyond smoking weed or passing their time at
coffee shops.”

Shai concurs. “Most of the Israelis in India are here to decompress, especially after their army service,” he says. “There’s something
in India that allows for wild freedom, like the Wild West — a sense that they can do whatever they want, be that smoking weed, driving
without a license or making noise. This is what they seek here — not self-understanding and not spirituality.”

Michal and Dror Shaul (and their now 11 children) have been the Chabad representatives in Dharamkot since the house first opened,
in 2000.

“‘Back then it wasn't like it is now,” recalls Michal. “There was nothing — the area was mostly fields. There was one restaurant. The first
Shabbat we hosted, 60 people attended.” On average, much fewer people attend Shabbat events at Chabad in India these days.
“Most travelers back then were very deep. They were spiritual, searching for meaning,” she says. “There was more time and
opportunity to self-reflect, to disconnect from one’s comfort zone and social habits and to truly experience the places one was in —
without distractions of friends or family or workshops or what he or she thinks about me.

“Before the advent of social media, of accessible Internet here, it was possible to truly disconnect from regular life — it's no longer like
that,” she says. “Nowadays, if friends or family back home don’t hear from you for a day or two, they start worrying. Years ago, people
would go weeks without contacting their families because there simply wasn’t how.

“It's become a very touristic experience, like any other vacation. Local culture has been watered down, the experience is losing its
authenticity. | wouldn’t be surprised if, over time, people will tire of coming here.”

Only time will tell, but until then, what's certain is that the kaleidoscopic enormity of experience that India offers is reflected in the
diversity of what people look for and find in it.

Dear Wifie, | don't want to Eg&’ksw(;‘g;g?g% S;OU
go to office today. daughter??11
Every one at the office See the picture she
keep asking me what is in sent me yesterday
India that our children are ot Ll
ey : She finised her army
not r(?turnlng rom India. hore 9 officerand
| don't know what fo tell now look at her. g5
them. They look at me like She must be madg#f_=*

| am to be blamed as |
come from India.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel (Private Circulation) Volume # 12 Oct 1.2022 Page: 37



Marathi Translation of the book “The Girl From Foreign”

How a Bene-Israel family is related?
Shulamit Kolet
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THE GIRL
FROM FOREIGN

A

SADIA SHEPARD

A search for shipwrecked ancestors, forgotten
histories, and a sense of home Fascinating and
intimate, The Girl from Foreign is one woman's
search for ancient family secrets that leads to an
adventure in far-off lands. Sadia Shepard, the
daughter of a white Protestant from Colorado
and a Muslim from Pakistan, was shocked to
discover that her grandmother was a
descendant of the Bene Israel, a tiny Jewish
community shipwrecked in India two thousand
years ago. After traveling to India to put the
pieces of her family's past together, her quest
for identity unlocks a myriad of profound
religious and cultural revelations that Shepard
gracefully weaves into this touching, eye-
opening memoir. amazon.com

Author: Sadia Shepard. First published: 2008
Genre: Biography
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AT FAAVTIAT STl TS ATIATAT ITETIAT fHebd.

fodt @

UL, AT AT F YaGeT T ST el ST I HEHTH 3T =T JTa3=aT F ATgT=AT AT 2909 T qoiel eTiHT e
AU ATTATAT ATLATSAT FHIFROA T GSATHT ADT Fed <l ATl AT A AT FIHT A H=AT TSI ATTATAT TTZTAAT (Haadl.
o * i (o o\ o o o\ o : o o
T Terehe U1, qas , 0T oA Teagl ATaayd ATl STSiia ! qTiehed = Fefie =t A1 SIror F {2 e sirsii=a71 Arsavil Tl HLo
T el ATLATd F SHLhR T AT, ATATHY, FEed, HierhadT, HTA, 0 Has ARME [, JE4E, ded ol Mg¥ A9 JATgha &y
o o o o > [enN o : o o (o
MR AT .HTEA TTRETT & STHTCEHT AT T LT TaTH ATTAT A haLIaT gral JATedT AT (el gATaY EI 97 T faval
AT To= SRIOT SAMqeATAT HIAAAT GHIHAT STV Foe Bl AT HIEH Ae-aS 1 ATATLET, ATSHAT TG ATg0T TS
TTATILEL. AHUE FANTA AT, THA Fed TEATA BIAS ST AT, SAIedT F=aT 519 T a1 frequmaa<= s’ aArsit
AT Z=gT T HLOTET ol U ATSeh! AT gal ATd (AATad @d e fad arsert g e ax ey aeg o g«
F2TeTTT ST AN A% FEE AT S gHa F et Gghd B STIedT G Ui HThILd olg . 3ATST =31 STeRTATE ATAAT Hg[oit
STST=AT FIIAT AT TIgiad. GAHTSN AT (AT 9 AAAAT Hgdd ,FHlEeel [egiesll g AT=AT dHATETST Hgardl Hligdl 3Ta.

ATTATHRE [ oAt SAFAT (STLTEd 9 J9Td TheamaT BIeer Qi ATgra. Siael aTes F TS STGeT |, THTCT 9T aTgeedT qofl
AT T3 g1 Teaeh aTaaTaT SToraar.
U AT-@ TR I8
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Bene-Israel Pinterest

Shoshana Kolet
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AT FIAATS q (1880)
AT FIAS- A<D

(1) Shoshana Kolet | Facebook

THTIA AT TTLTT &I 2o1TC AT T ATLATd 3TTel ATTUT SAT TSRO of TATIE ATl I TeT A= ATOT o b { AT
THATRTLAT HTA IT TSRO SFTDT &0 AT F GIAISIT ATl AT HATAT ATqAT AT &H F0e797 7y A= ATara
FSHAIT IS, AT ATIBT T MATHET AILATHEY TITT TTa = T aTad HTiadl <UITH VT Ted | Fgd TaTa &
AT SUATHT |1 Aogdl Tu= ST (2d AT TOEIET (Hep U= 91T Fogdl gHIaesT 2l AT [F9rvd:
iR o AT ATTAT AT TS T F qTigd ! TSI 0T FTe = T1F TaedTH [EgT qsai=T A<
AT ST gHT=T ATiRT FHeft =TT 27 757 a=ar Arfor Araraa =997 81 ANTedT. J@¥ T4l a9 1880 Ted A=A
ATS o ATSET AT SATTHA HH T FTH FE (AT TRTHRIL FSHT AIAT AT WATEET a9-3:1T i ST
HEAIHT TATYAT FE TS FTH TE hed T YT ASATEH FA ¢ 9T giger e FToredoor 8 sifwree 1880 a7 fRarsft
FLOATT . ATABT (ha e TATATHT T AR FgUA o HIGL HLATHT SATARTLT ST HT STTH FHiT (AT T THTEAT. o
Wﬁ'l‘rl?ﬁ'irﬂlmﬂd clcOOh(%?:T"o'&I'&T@%f
' qTADT Tha= ATAOTHD T ST 3T doel I g 1S BT Q9T AT TAST0T 38 Furrer AT
' 9T Taelt ST AT FRaa ST eraedT Saetdate RedT ST AT d9vy
L AT FSUATHT G AT, BT FHeqdT AT I . ATTHTO HSBTH FTal (FIH Feee
AT T FLOATH AT heAT F AL TTAT ATETAA Flal ZaT&TaF FATAH T
AL O TAATH HTH SSATHA SATEARE T g0 DL (AT & e,

T AT qOT SATATaT hid HL0gTe EATT hetl. AT FTSTT (e TRMOITH FTH TZLTH aSTTTHT SHET TTH FT
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AT T SAH TRTL AT T ATATAT HATAL ST ST, ATRIAT shidd TR SAS ARAT AT STIAT T 1A
TEATHRTD! B IOTTAT BT ST FIAFHHATIT TH GH[ HISUT, AT T HL0T AT TEHIAT ATeh sl ARTLAT HTAT
FTATIT e FLOATHT (AT FLd AT (o L G FHIOTATl HraadT 7 =dT IedT ST aTgaidrs! A=ard g
FTH TR AT AATIHRTE HATAT & =T FIGaT=1 TSt AT, ql Fra= UhedHa< AT 9¢ ORI ATl . o
ST STTRATA T TS AT AT 9 Al T AT 99 AT A g ANTA. 3T TG Gl GId HIAHH HLAT]
ol IT AT ST FLIAAT ATTAT

fohd e SooTeh He T oha e 9ol i T2 & (&7 J7=A7 A =47 el o
URUATHTST AT AT o qIaT TGl gid 9. So1He HIEqL H0ATe UHhal 39 Tfad
Y T T T THTCAT 9TAT AT G99 HSDT 3WTal &7 2l 1. for i
TR I8 =EAET T8 97 Faar= AT Fd. A0 $5a2T=9T AIheaTd
TN IS ST AT(OT AT=AT TETAA [HHTTAT T 9768 HISAT ATEA S0
FOT ATEqL=T AT e greft Teara Y697 9 o AIaed 9 d.

TagT Lot T AT ATRIAAAT GTTHE TST TIIT ATHE T FaHaT TeaTd aTTHT Qe T 39T T aTed]
Uoad 9T SId T USHdTAT 3Tl dod 9 g1 SITd o fohdd &20d O ST THT ATEaY o F 39 IS Fleid I9d.
ST HATEa H11880 71889 AT FTATT ATHTIUT S&T o &TT sl 3Teh JBT AMATTGIT [SRTU(T heAT. U i ai o
T ABT Uahed sl SATH=AT LG AT HAT-HATS T TTS FISd STe T TATT o1 T o=t et =107 gie o,

T FTBTT Tohde STk HEB AT ATGL el gl dhiae (1) AT Sfege BT H fash I AT AT(2) HEAIT T I
TTHT TR T TIHF T (3) ST U T GHET ATH T T 191 0T A (4) ST 799 FT I 00T
TEdY AT (5) HTAA T ATATHT ATATH STIEHT IT= UEJL U AL(6) ATAAT THETH AETH FT I THF
ATEATA(7) THETF AETH F¥ AT TTTAT B AT o EATH(8) BT AT aTd1E ATATHT T 1Y AT 1T T(9)
HATAA T AATgH HHET MZTILHLT TTo T &1 d1= A (10) FTAATT TH S1. ATBae T A= 0T 9F AT AT (11)
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AT TTEE 21 AT & I A7 ATA(12) AR 5. UH. AL L T 3aTH e T4(13) AT 1T THTaHh<
s N o [N PR . N o o~

THETE T & [T T, AT ST SHET AT FL AT ¥ad: TI9 18T ool 22T Hiae AT AT F1Td

AT FTeret 21 SET FiaT TS TS T U ST A saT AT STal 9 UaedT 9 J&dq a0 STt h

A T ATeI g ATHT TSl ALTST ATUATA Teh A oA 3Ta.

Tehad MHAT THTU ATRTAT hidd TR FTald HIEdT T9dTAT Shaa ST HET o AT I8 ATacdT=T g&q
AT Ford. ATTIT AT O TRdcard AT F Fhlde F9TH TIHAT i<k F0TETET AT ATT07 ST HI9 AT T
N s N = o o T R o NS 5 . .

ATRTAT HISAT T9T9 ST@dT [T, ITHTET STH=aT AT (9 TS (AT, SSTTaT 8999 TR 1) F =471
TSt ATTIT ATAITL T T QTET=d FTETHT 979 SUITHTST SATaAT 1T a1=aT FOrre e s 537 1
AU 959 T T8I0 U, U9 9 (AT aTede T9TST a7eaTe U AT, ot AT 399 94T 2.9.1918 91T

T3 FHALT Bral. 2. 9.1918 T Ire e A= 7.10 & TEdehl ATAT URHT ga7d T8l qae] 41T 50

FIAATHT TEAT g ATAT AT AT T AT FATAAT FIaATHT AT FTAT 2t F2A= AT eI FaTael af hid-
FLUATT AL, T 1921 T = et Al AT AT AT BT 2 hidd I el d€ 94T 9 1934 qe FHET
T Fiash< ATAT AT =TT g o= ahel. 1935 Hed 2T 9 fa= a1a T 2= a2 uva vs araqese T+ =9
Fel. A9 1950 Teq AT ot ATHaT 2 AT T TIEATTT FTEY hel. TAAT T 1955 AL AW gTET (37 14T 919
=7 areleaefl A== ot . T U HAET TH T (AT TE A9 AR 2 THITEHE AT hiid A d TATAT ST TS hed,
2 ST gTea<s I 2id o ATHS & = FaT=aT gTAT 4T IiReaiar= Trguar=T TR GTeAT S a1 3eT. AT 8
A AT 9T et =T YTAT aTerd ! IF ATAT. 1 Uil a9 1957 & o7 g Fhird= TUATHeY T=gT TguaT=T
et 7T THeaTeA. T ATAST HT AT FTAaT=aT ST JHTI= TS, T8 Tha e SIaur 916 HATeATHaY Jeht Fa= 9 17

deg = ST, THATET & il UhedTHdY AT Flal T HIFIT TISTd a8l df 98 AT Tl Tral UHuaT=
TeAT AT 9 BT TISAT ATASTHT g1 ANTAT. o HASTIT A1 FHIqH H% AR, T hidd HIL aA0ATH g T TG g
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ATl. T2 THAT T 19 79 Hed =T HTAT HhL ATH Tod | AT 2 hidd HIAA T Lol AT TSHT ATAT ATHA ST ATaT
et

9 1979 T TU JRTAFaTes a9 TZUF ATST el T AT T A HIAFATT TE AT 2roaT=1 9eff Ficre are
THTAT. Yo T F2UT AT a1 [9eTsh T2 dgdeh FIAFAT T&F FTAT T 2Ial. I YT 5 Teaa< [97eqeh
femrfatee 77 v for gy =Fer AT oo AT gEdt Ao U areTs FRd e ST ATOr ST el 8 9TI 79
=, aTereh o TOrersr ataT U= s, T Tes=aT HRATLATOHT AT AT ST1eft F=arehed =T @I 9124
ey, ATH=T 9 9T=IT F2UTSl U ATohel [T 31T 319 SETT I Te A AT AT Fhidd FLdTaT ATeAT ATIOd
FTE. TS ATAT AT B AU Tt fohae % AT Bt AT T=T GO ATAT. AT 14 STeedT Hob J FTH
Teal UHal AN IS, T07 Sog7 /I 9 idl AT Mauiaay AT shiad iigcdTaT T ST¥ITE Hied Arqeq]
TTa= AT el TENT [MaSH AT Hlel hidd TG Sal.

1HsETET 2015 TS TS, AT e F 27, U=y A7=A7 o1 U381, 597 A9TNEId ST Mo 97
faoTT g ol diid e TETI0r |TEY el AT FIAFATT 1. STAATATS IR o AT=AT Tgh A1 T o e
HqTAer.qe 49%a¥ 2016TTS(T STTeTHT Hlele AT GTET hiele AT TEALIU=T FAT gf TIHH1 TE shiad &1
.S 21 H=AT AT 220 TN |18 Al

11 S 20170STT ZogsT AT AT HEAT I AT g [AAMTOT=gT GARETT FHTL AT TTTUHT el F FATL
ETET TTMUHAT Flele IT & AR ST AT a% fosa g Fidd sarisid ol 7 de1 TEaT AT shided U
ATAITT T SATAT. T ST THTL AR HTTATH ATAAA Fled LTS THTUSA AT TIIT THT TS gl gl AT AT

T 99 U TLHATHET F9T. GUET SHTTATET TCHAT 87T 3118, ST,

“TT HATHA ST T7 HTAGS FE = ST ATAL.”
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About the writer Shoshana Kolet:
Shoshana is 77 years old. Lives in Neral. She
dictates are articles to a computer that
write for her. Hats off to her who at this
age has so much love for her community.

About the writer Shulamit Kolet:
Shulamit is 60 years old and a very
active social worker in Beersheva,
still working 20 hours a day.

She has great capacity to master
languages; English Hindi Marathi
Gujrati and Hebrew. Shoshana is
her father’s sister and therefore
she forwards us matter from
Shoshana.

Above article of Shoshana
Kolet is a rare and recent one
that explains the origin of the
devotion songs in Marathi
based on our Bible stories (that
is called in India Kirtan) with
names of the first originators
of this technique to spread
devotion in women and
children.

We have requested Shulamit
Kolet to translate this article in
to Hebrew for our new
generation to understand the
magic of the Bene-Israel Kirtan.
We hope Elijah’s Jacob’s Kirtan
group spreads the same magic
once more.
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Newly formed Bene-Israel Kirtan Group

ITIAn VI'S 1"In Xa NNIX Elijah Jacob

The Mumbai Research Centre of the Asiatic Society of Mumbai cordially invites you to a @ L =
presentation on "Revival of Bene Israel Kirtans" by Mr. Elijah Jacob, accompanied by ol
recitals of a few kirtans, on Wednesday, 7 September 2022 at 5 pm in the Society's Durbar ‘ ST—0
Hall. G
The kirtan, as a didactic tool combining stories and philosophical discourse with song
dates back to at least the 13th century on Maharashtra. It was adopted by the Bene Israel
after hearing a “trance-inducing” kirtan by the Hindu kirtankar Raosaheb Shankar

e
Panduranga Pandit as a means to teach Jewish texts. This led to the founding of the
Kirtanotejak Mandal in 1880, followed by the performance of the first Bene Israel kirtan ij
" o o . : .
Abraham Charltra by Benjamin Shimshon Ashtamka.r. Despite somg early resistance, | BENE TSR AEL KIRTANS
Bene Israel kirtans began to draw large crowds, and kirtankars were in demand at naming A ey M Hab Jocslony e curreneteshos! gl
. . . . . unique kirtan culture of the Bene lsrae community,
ceremonies, weddings and housewarming parties. Between 1880 and 1960 approximately accompanied by performances by the Kirtankar group.

42 kirtans became part of the repertoire.
Kirtans stared to decline in the 1960s as many Bene Israel emigrated to Israel. Mrs. Flora Samuel in Israel and Mrs. Rachel Gadkar in
India had briefly revived it in the 1990s, but sustained revival only began in 2015. This lecture by Elijah Jacob will delve into the recent
history of revival, accompanied by recitals of a few notable kirtans.

Mr. Elijah Samson Jacob completed his B.Sc-Tech from UDCT in 1984 and went on to work in the corporate sector till 1993. Wanting to
switch to the social sector, he trained in NGO management at the Golda Meir Training Institute, Haifa, Israel in 1994. Joining the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, he independently handled and executed the set-up of Bayiti Old Age Home in 1996 and
the Evelyn Peters Jewish Community Centre in 1999 under the aegis of AJDC, New York. He was the long term Country Manager of the
AJIDC India, and retired as its Executive Director in 2021. He was also trustee of the Gabriel Project Charitable Trust till March’2019.

A founding member of the Jewish Religious Union Youth Group in 1979, he is currently Vice-President of the Shalom Alumni Club under
the aegis of the Israeli Consulate, Mumbai; Trustee of the Indian Joint Trust (the Indian arm of the AJJDC); Chairman of the Services
Committee of the Jewish Religious Union, Mumbai; and life member of the Jewish Religious Union and Tipheret Israel Synagogue.
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Mumbai Research Centre of the Asiatic Society of Mumbai
Society's Durbar Hall.

International Bene-Israel Kirtan Group leadby Elijah Jacob

Mr. Raamesh Gowri OROT HA TANAKH KIRTAN GROUP
Raghavan

Facebook

See the link on face book of the first performance of
the Bene-Israel Kirtan singing and acting on Sept. 7,
2022. Thank to our dear friend Mr. Raamesh
Raghavan of the Asiatic Society.

Next show will be on Sunday 18th September at
Magen Abraham Synagogues 88th Anniversary
celebrations in Ahmadabad. We have also been
invited to perform at the Marathi Granthalay
premises in Thane subsequently. The secretary of this
library attended our event at Durbar Hall and liked it.
He wants the group to perform for his society as well.

Dr. Shehernaz Nalwalla, Vice President of ASM
with Hon. Consul General of Israel in Mumbai Mr.

They are going to get busy with these forthcoming ” Kobbi Shoshant.
invitations. Hope we soon see them in Israel & '
Canada
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ITINN VI'S 1"IN XA NNIX

“4 *’. A [ ¢
Group photo of Kirtankars with Society
members.

Kirtankars present today: g o

i 2. Sod sod Abrahama
Diana Korlekar, 77 3. Maza Joseph dekhila kaye
Seema Jhlrad 72 4. Prabbu mhanto arey Mosha

A\ ’ 5, Lat my people go (English kirtan)
Rival MOShe, 70 6. Miriam Shir Hadash (Hebrew kirtan}

7. Tumhi laqi Deva 3
Judah Sankar, 67 ] git:&é-,:?.'.;;.ffé? -
. Yeh kaun chitrakar hai {Hindi kirtan)
Isaac Shapurkar, 59 1D. Kirtan based on Ellyar;oo Hannabl
i H 11. Psalm 23 in Marathi
Ronen Danle" 36, Casio 12. Ps;l:': 121m- N;;';dh'rusti lavu ka mi
Rachel Bhonkar, 35 13, Purm, porin i
L Ueror Yikra

E!g B onen Da! !ig!,‘ Z§, PowerE!Oi!EE 15, Ata tumchi raza ghato

Kirtana, also rendered as Kirtan, is a Sanskrit word that means "narrating, reciting,

telling, describing” of an idea or story, specifically in Indian genre of religious.
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Savitha Suri

:@ Savitha Suri is with Raamesh G R and 2 others ™
~ at Asiatic Society of Mumbai Central Library.

It was an evening to remember- for more than one
reason,

The evening had several familiar sounds- the clink of
the cymbals, familiar Hindi film tunes and the feeling
of a shared cultural heritage one gets at Ganpati
aartis.

Except that | was listening to ‘Orot Ha Tanak'- a
kirtan group from the Bene Israeli community.
Consisting of members from various synagogues
around Mumbai, Panvel and Thane, the kirtan group is
on a mission to popularise the kirtan culture within
the community and use the kirtans to talk about the
history of the community to the outside world.

Sometime in the 1880', Benjamin Shimshon
Ashtamkar, the first Bene Israeli kirtankar led the
community’s efforts to narrate the Biblical history of
Judaism and their own history through ‘kirtans’ which
were a popular form of religious discourse in the
villages they lived in.

Sung in Marathi (which is their mother tongue), the
kirtans were popular at house warming ceremonies
and other events of the community.

With time, the kirtans faded from popular memory
after 1947-1948 only to be briefly revived by Flora
Samuel ( Israel) and Rachel Gadkar (India).

Sustained efforts to revive the tradition began in
2015 boosted by the efforts of and encouragement
from members of the community and
ethnomusicologists. A compilation of kirtans was
made { and the book was available for sale at the

event; proceeds of which were going to charity)

The early kirtans were centred on Biblical stories-
with the concept of creation of the world, Adam and
Eve, Noah, the forefathers, and continued with
prophet Moses.

Most kirtans in the early days were based on The
Torah. Some of the later praphets were also included,
along with other writings and events in Jewish
history.

Popular film music of the day found its way into the
kirtans, as it does today ( every super hit Hindi film
song has a ‘bhajan’ version , doesn't it?).

The kirtan group performed Marathi, Hebrew, Hindi
and English kirtans at the iconic Durbar Hall of the
Asiatic Society, Mumbai,

The event organised by the Mumbai Research Centre
of the Asiatic Society , threw the spotlight on a
community that has dwindled rapidly in number with
most youngsters migrating to Israel and perhaps the
US and on the shared tradition of musical religious
discourse.

The images and clips | share do little justice to the
evening but for those who attended the session, it is
not one that is going to be forgotten for a long time.

The evening served as a timely reminder- that at our
very core, we are all the same and that music - as
does all art- brings people together irrespective of
language and geographical boundaries,

#tkirtan #kirtankar #Benelsrael #marathi #Hebrew
#English #hindi #music #musicunitesusall #art
#performance #aneveningtoremember

Savitha Suri holds a PG in Sociology and PG Diplomas in Mass
Communications, Cyber Law & Cyber Forensics. She works in
the area of documenting textile & craft history and traditions,
imparting digital literacy to independent weavers enabling
them access the online marketplace and organizing workshops,
webinars & textiles trails to increase awareness of and access
to authentic information and resources. She has led two
market revival initiatives of endangered weaves and co-
authored 2 books on textiles (Assam - a journey through its
textiles; and business management in weaving).

She curated a 6 week digital festival on the cultural diversity of
the North East for Mumbai airport’s Jaya Museum in 2020. The
curation submitted to UNESCO as a unique initiative during
lockdown to create awareness on living heritage and also won
joint Gold at the Asia Consumer Engagement Awards for the
Best Social Media Campaign. She also curated ‘Aaghosham’ - a
digital festival on Kerala- for Jaya He Museum in 2021. She also
heads the Maharashtra chapter of the WICCI Handloom
Council.
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Celebration 30 Years India —Israel Diplomatic relationship

Mr. Raamesh Gowri Raghavan,
Member, Mumbai Research Centre Member, Managing Committee, Asiatic Society of Mumbai

: : LA® 30 YEARS OF INDIA-ISRAEI
Mr. Raamesh Gowri Raghavan, Member, Mumbai Research Centre -

Member, Managing Committee, Asiatic Society of Mumbai discovered the ZFE - DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
Bene-Israel community when accidently during his archeological research

for the university of Bombay he came across old graves of Bene-Israel. He o © v e s
then with his team wrote an article “Exploration of Bene Israel @ = ’(,‘f‘;,';}‘,

Cemeteries and Synagogues in Raigad District, Maharashtra” ((49)
Exploration of Bene Israel Cemeteries and Synagogues in Raigad District, Maharashtra |

Raamesh Gowri Raghavan and Kurush Dalal - Academia.edu). This is an amazing
article and only of its kind in the Bene-Israel history with amazing s

plctures..Slnce then Baamesh took a lot .of.lnterc?st in the Bene-.lsrael AR A Sty
community. It was his effort that the Asiatic Society of Mumbai took and Imperial Infrastructure
interest in the Bene-Israel community as a subject. Raamesh is PRSI0 LML e S
working with members of our community in Mumbai to explore ways

to preserve the Bene-Israel heritage in Raigad Pune & Mumbai.

‘HMI e

Shalom from Mumbai. SHALOM

The Mumbai Research Centre (MRC) of the Asiatic Society of Mumbai celebrated ¢ BOMBAY
30 years of India-Israel diplomatic relations with a number of events that were well RS en) 122022 |0 am - O pm

received by the public. | am happy to present a brief synopsis of the events. The
posters of the events are attached.

Eriy it
BENE ISRAEL KIRTANS

The MRC hosted a free public lecture by Itamar Toussia Cohen on the Aden
Settlement on 14 July 2022 at the Durbar Hall of the Society. The lecture was
attended by Kobbi Shoshani, Consul General of Israel in Mumbai, and other staff of
the consulate along with the distinguished members of the Asiatic Society.
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Attached to the Bombay Presidency in 1839, Aden was crucial to Bombay in the context of steam navigation, especially after the opening of the
Suez Canal shortened European trade routes to both Bombay and Zanzibar. Aden became home to a thriving Indian community including
Bohris, Parsis, Baghdadis, Jains and Bene Israel, thus being cosmopolitan in nature. The speaker explained the rise and fall of the settlement, its
deep links to Bombay and the daily life.

Itamar Toussia Cohen has a BA from the prestigious Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem with a focus on painting, sculpture, art
history & theory and an MA in Middle Eastern History from Tel Aviv University with a focus on Indian Ocean History, the Global History of Labour,
British Aden, and Islamic Studies. He is an artist, primarily of figurative and decorative painting inspired by Arabic calligraphy, and a musician
who has written, recorded, and performed original music in Tel Aviv and abroad.

On 24th July, the MRC organized a visit to the Keneseth Eliyahoo Synagogue, established in 1884 by Jacob Sassoon, grandson of David
Sassoon, commemorating his father, Eliyahoo Sassoon at 4 pm IST. The visit was led by Prof. Saul Sapir of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. Mr. Solomon Sopher, chairman of the synagogue trust graced the occasion. Prof. Sopher explained the history of the Jewish faith,
and of the persecution of the Baghdadi Jews at the hands of Daood Pasha. He then explained the history of the synagogue as follows: in 1832,
David Sassoon had immigrated to Bombay and established himself as a master of the cotton industry. To cater to the need of the Baghdadi
(Mizrahi) Jews, he built the Magen David Synagogue in Byculla in 1864. Over the years, many more Mizrahim came from Bukhara, Persia and
lastly from Iraq in 1941 after the Farhud pogrom. The Keneseth Eliyahoo synagogue saw large numbers during festivals like Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur. Sometimes, when the crowds were too large, additional services were held in the neighbouring Cawasjee Jehangir Public Hall (now
the NGMA).

Designed by Gostling & Morris of Bombay, the building's base is of stone masonry while the superstructure is of brick masonry. The inner space
contains ornamented pillars, and is dominated by a stained-glass arch that reaches the ceiling. The Bimah is bordered on both sides by ornately
carved marble. The synagogue contains Torah scrolls belonging to the Sassoon family.

The MRC presented a free public lecture by Prof. Saul Sapir, accompanying the launch of his book "Bombay/ Mumbai: City Heritage Walks" on
Tuesday 26th July 2022 at 4 pm at the Durbar Hall of the Society. The launch was co-organized with the Consulate of Israel in Mumbai. The
lecture was attended by Kobbi Shoshani, Consul General of Israel in Mumbai as Mumbai chief guest, other staff of the consulate and the
distinguished members of the Asiatic Society.

Born in Bombay, Prof. Saul Sapir has been teaching Historical Geography at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem since 1975 and at the David
Yellin Teachers College, Jerusalem, where he headed the Department of Geography for several years. On his sabbaticals he lectured at the
University College, London. He has published numerous articles on a wide range of subjects, mainly focusing on Jerusalem through the Ages
and on the Land of Israel during the Modern Era (Nineteen and Twenty Centuries). Prof. Sapir has degrees from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem in Geography, Archaeology, and Education. He has also attended advanced University studies in History and Arts, and Architecture in
Haifa's Technion - Israel Institute of Technology. He has previously authored "Bombay: Exploring the Jewish Urban Heritage" which tells the
story of the Baghdadi Jewish community in Mumbai.
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In his new book, Prof. Sapir paid tribute to the vibrant heritage of Mumbai, through narratives of both well-known and obscure landmarks of the
city. He takes advantage of his historical geographic skills to showcase the open museum of architectural designs that the city is, with fresh
insights based on intensive research. The book offers a rich experience shared by both visitors and #Mumbaikars past and present.

On August 1, the MRC conducted a unique bus tour of the Jewish Legacy of Mumbai, visiting the synagogues of Panvel (Beth El), Thane (Sha'ar
HaShamaim) and Byculla (Magen David), along with the numerous public institutions given to the city by the Sassoons. In between the
participants also enjoyed a kosher meal. The trip was led by Prof. Saul Sapir of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, as well as Yael and Ralphy
Jhirad of Mumbai. Prayers were offered at the Beth El synagogue for the well-being of Israel and India, along with the lighting of lamps. At Sha'ar
HaShamaim, the members of the synagogue engaged with the scholars on the tour, explaining the Jewish heritage of Thane. Finally, in the
evening, Dr. Saul Sapir took people down memory lane, exploring the area where Baghdadi Jews used to live in Byculla.

Yours truly,

Raamesh Gowri Raghavan, Member, Mumbai Research Centre,Member, Managing Committee,Asiatic Society of Mumbai

Humor- Bene-Israel Married in alien families...

Moshe Digodkar who is married to a Bulgarian girls write; | am happily married to my dear wife Lily. However when | first 43
visited my in-laws in Bulgaria and spend few weeks with them | realized that Bulgarians nodded their head up and down &K (sYe) )))
to say NO and move their head sideways to say YES, just opposite to what we Bene-Israel do!! It was so confusing for =
me....

We did contact a lot of Bene-Israel members who have married with non-Indian Jews but unfortunately only Moshe replied.

Major Difference in Yom Kippur in Indian and Israel

In India wwa wara tannht tn acle farnivanace frnm hnth hitman and (2nd Tha rnmmnn nhraca we all 1iced in Maygthi

was “Bolala Chalala Maaf Kara” (s\9IT STt |T® X0). But Israel askina foraivness from human is not part of
Yom Kippur. Only forgiveness has to be asked from God. So here the people wish each other pw naiporL

vian (TG a7 =T TETe - AT Y ST) (God grace you with long life).
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Why do we celebrate Tu B’Av?

Jenny Samson Bamnolkar

For years Tu B’Av has been a time of reason to celebrate;
we all celebrate it in one way or another, and over the years
the nickname & quote; Holiday of love &quote; has even
stuck to it. So why is this a big deal in Judaism, and what
does it have to do with Yom Kippur?

The month of Av is a difficult month for the Jewish people,
as it is written in the Mishnah: & quote; When the month of
Av arrives, we enter the month with fewer celebrations
&quote;

Once the Av month begins, certain mourning customs begin
to follow, which increase as we approach the fast of Tisha
B&#39;av, a day that marks the peak of mourning for the
destruction of both Temples.

Some of the mourning customs continue in part even the
day after - the day when the Temple continued to burn.
Some of the mourning customs continue in part even the day
after - the day when the Temple continued to burn.

And yet, a week passes by and already the fifteenth of Av is
arriving, a day which the Sages describe as: & quote; There were
no better days for Israel than the fifteenth of Av and the day of
Atonement & quote; (Taanit 4:7). What is Tu B’av? Why is it such
a happy day? And what does it has to do with Yom Kippur?

The day on which the dying stopped during the exodus from
Egypt — After the exodus from Egypt, Moses sent spies to scout
the land. When they returned, on the day of Tisha B&#39;Av, ten
of them interpreted the sights they saw in the land in a negative
way, which caused the Israelites regret leaving Egypt,they were
frightened and feared entering the land of Israel.

.
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The day on which the dying stopped during the exodus from Egypt — After the exodus from Egypt, Moses sent spies to scout the land. When they returned, on the day of
Tisha B&#39;Av, ten of them interpreted the sights they saw in the land in a negative way, which caused the Israelites regret leaving Egypt, they were frightened and feared
entering the land of Israel. They forgot all the visible miracles that had accompanied them until now, and did not believe in God&#39;s promise to give them the land. In
response, God condemned them to remain in the desert for 40 years, until the entire generation that came out of Egypt with Moses died in the desert and were not
allowed to enter the Land of Israel.

And so it was. Every year Moshe would announce the arrival of the eve of Tisha B&#39;Av. His contemporaries would dig their own graves, enter them and await their
death. Each year, 15,000 people would be left in their graves. In the fortieth year, the last 15,000 people dug their graves and awaited their death.

However, in the morning everyone woke up safe and sound. They were surprised, but assumed that they had probably miscalculated the days, so they returned to their
graves the next day as well, and again the day after that... until the 10th of Av, when a full moon rose, testifying that indeed, the 9th of Av came and went, and they stayed
alive. Thus, the 15th of Av symbolizes the day when God forgave Israel for the sin of the spies. Similarly, Yom Kippur symbolizes the day when God forgave the Israelites for
the sin of the calf, the day when Moses came down from the Mount Sinai with the two tablets. Both holidays represent a day of forgiveness and unity of the people of Israel
with their creator.

The day the tribes and the tribe of Benjamin were allowed - In the days of Moses, the daughters of Zeluphad, whose father had died and left no heirs, came to Moses and
claimed to inherit their father’s estate. The daughters did indeed win their father&#39;s estate, but they were forbidden to marry any man who was not from their tribe, so
that the estate would not pass to another tribe.

Thus it was determined that daughters who inherited their father&#39;s will not marry with the members of the other tribes. Many years later, following the case of a
mistress in the hill (which is mentioned in the book of Judges, chapters 19-21),the Israelites swore not to marry their daughters to the tribe of Benjamin. These two
prohibitions caused great sorrow to the people of Israel. One endangered the existence of an entire tribe, and the other saddened the girls who were limited in choosing
their partner. The sages of Israel carefully examined the prohibitions, and realized that the prohibition of the marriage of heiresses to a member of another tribe applied
only to the generation of the conquerors of the land, in which it was forbidden to transfer land from tribe to tribe. Similarly, they determined that the oath not to marry the
daughters to the tribe of Benjamin applies only to the generation that swore it, and not to its descendants.

The day on which the prohibitions were allowed was 9th of Av, and thus, two more reasons were added to the holiday of God, which has been celebrated ever since the
death of the generation in the desert.

As we mentioned above, the 9th of Av and Yom Kippur are similar to each other in respect of forgiveness of sin in them, therefore, our ancestors were not afraid to
introduce a custom where the daughters of Israel would go out to work in the vineyards, lest it become an obstacle and a breach of the barriers of modesty.

Those sacrifices were solely for the sake of heaven, in order to build more kosher homes in the nation of Israel. However, since the Temple was destroyed, and the wall of
purity and chastity was breached, this custom was also abolished. The day the guards were removed from the roads - When Jeroboam ben Nebat tore the kingdom of Israel
from Jerusalem; he set up two central platforms for idol worshiping. Jeroboam was aware that many of his royal family still had their eyes set on worshiping God in the
Temple in Jerusalem.

He feared that this would weaken his rule, so he placed guards on the roads leading to Jerusalem, who prevented the Israelites from making a pilgrimage to the Holy City.
These guards stood on the roads until Hoshea ben Ela ascended to his kingdom, removed the guards and allowed the people to go up to Jerusalem. The day the guards
were removed from the roads was Tu Bav.
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The day they stopped cutting down trees for the temple - When Ezra and Nehemiah and their contemporaries returned to the Land of Israel, they found it desolate - for the
enemies of the people uprooted all its trees, and there were no trees left for the sacrificial work in the temple. The trees for the temple would be brought by people who
volunteered to do so. The volunteers had to go further, and risk an encounter with the road guards, who tried to prevent the supply of wood to the temple. Many times
creativity was required of them to succeed in their mission and pass the guards. Not every tree could go up to the sacrifice at the temple. Rotten wood and worms were not
allowed. As is well known, damp wood concentrated together quickly rots. Therefore, it was necessary to fill the warehouses with dry wood before the arrival of winter and
humidity. Thus it was determined that the 17th day of Tammuz is the last day for bringing tree offerings to the temple, because after that the sun is no longer as intense as
before, and is not able to sufficiently dry the cut trees.

On Tu Bab, they would celebrate and be happy that the warehouses were filled with wood for the winter. That day was nicknamed &#39;Yom Tevar Magal&#39; - the day
of breaking the cardamoms, the day when tools for cutting trees are no longer needed.

The day when the dead were allowed to be buried in Beitar - Following the rebellion failure of the Bar-Kochva, the city of Beitar was captured. Its many residents were
brutally murdered, and their burial was not allowed - so that they would see and be seen. After the death of Hadrian, who desecrated the bodies, another king came and
allowed the dead to be buried. Two miracles happened during that time: one that the dead were allowed to be buried, and the other, despite the long time that had
passed, the bodies did not rot. In commemoration of these miracles, the Sages put the blessing &quot;the good and the benevolent & quot; in the blessing of the food.
&quot; Hatov & quot; = good - for being allowed to be buried, & quot; and the Metiv & quot; = benevolent -that the bodies did not stink. It should be noted that the day of
burial of the Bitar victims also falls on the Tu of Av. Holiday of love - If we look for the common denominator for all the events mentioned above, we can easily notice that it
is forgiveness, connecting and strengthening ties. The Almighty brightens his face (leadership) towards His people (Jewish nation) after years of death, following the sin of
the spiesin

the desert, and in his mercy brings an honorable burial to the dead of Beitar. The people of Israel strive to strengthen the bond between themselves and their Creator, with
devotion to the worship of the altar and the sacrifices (sacrifice from the word kinship), and the guards of the roads are removed from their duty, to allow the children of
the Kingdom of Israel to go up to the temple

and worship and get closer to their Creator.

Members of the tribes are allowed to marry each other and many wedding bonds are formed on that day. A day of abundance of true and pure love between God and his
people, between the people of Israel and their God and between man and his fellow man. Customs associated with Tu Bab today - In the past, the Tu of Av was a real
holiday. However, today, after the destruction of the Temple the joyfulness has been reduced of many days as mentioned in the sources, the Simcha =Happiness was
introduced into the study of the Torah. Starting on Tu Bav, and until the end of winter, it is customary to devote extra time to studying the Torah at night (because the days
are getting shorter, and the nights are getting longer).

Tu Bav, also symbolizes the beginning of the period of soul-searching and repentance, in preparation for the mighty days. In the past, here were those who used to send
greeting cards and congratulate each other by writing and signing well, already from Tu Bab, as we do today during the month of Elul.
May we always be united and have GOD’s blessings upon us, Always.

“Follow your dreams, they know the way.” — Kobe Yamada
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TARZAN AND COBRA , VERY RARE MOVIE , VIJU PENKAR,SHOBNI SINGH, LEENA DASS, JAY SHREE T DALJEET , - YouTube

Bene-Israel Cooking Old Memories

Traditional brick The Primus stove was the Lmdqwst s patent Simple stoves are During May 1862 The first gas stoves were
stove. used in all first pressurized-burner covered th? constructed in the same | John H. Irein created | developed in the 1820s
. éreas kerosene (paraffin) stove, burner, which way as oil lamps, which | coil oil lamp. and a gas stove factory was

developed in 1892 by Frans Was;lrj(;n(;e:the use a wick to draw fuel established in England in
Wilhelm Lindqvist, a factory upw from the tank 1836

mechanic in Stockholm.

stove instead of
outward.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I20nc1tIKEk

Israelites from India(New name for Bene-Israel)

Pictures taken from visitors from Israel to India on Pilgrimage — Revdanda
Golan Chariker Shriker ((19) Golan Chariker Shriker | Facebook)
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https://www.facebook.com/golan.shriker

The journey continues at Borli
village and visiting the 'Gates of
Peace' synagogue Maharashtra
state India.

(19) Golan Chariker Shriker |
Facebook
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How to make millions during Corona lock down

The Desperate ApeWives Project includes 10,000 NFT portraits of apes. The collection was launched on October 28,
2021, and depicts icons of influential women throughout history and the pop culture such as: Paris Hilton, Chiara Ferragn,
Queen Elizabeth II, Kylie Jenner, Wonder Woman, Marilyn Monroe, and Cleopatra. The initial price for each piece in the
collection was set at 0.08 etherium (ETH), the equivalent of 360 dollars at the time. Within 12 hours of the collection’s
launch, all 10,000 pieces were purchased. The piece inspired by the Mona Lisa, considered the fifth rarest in this series,
was sold on a secondary market for 87 etherium, an equivalent of 400,000 dollars at the time of the deal. Today, these
digital pieces are owned by approximately 4,500 members, among them many collectors and celebrities, including the
singer, Sia. Two of the pieces purchased by the renowned singer were inspired by her iconic hair. Recently, Sia even
publicized a photograph in which she is wearing a dress adorned with NFT characters from her collection, including one of
her own "apes.” Creators of the project are The Gardener, a co-founder, businessman and Israeli entrepreneur, second
generation of collectors and a member of the Friends of Museums Associations in Israel and around the world; Archer
McCall, a co-founder who is a traditional Israel artist who began to create digital art in the wake of the Corona crisis; The
Florist, a co-founder who is a certified board attorney with a love of fashion, art, and culture who connected the
ApeWives Project to the world of fashion. Select works from the ApeWives collection were exhibited in Miami, in
December 2021, at the Zemak Gallery as part of the prestigious Miami Arts Fair. The eve of the opening of the fair was
marked by an exclusive event for owners of NFT pieces from the ApeWives collection. On that night, the Apewives
anthem was performed for the first time, as created by Israeli D.J.s, Mr. Black and Gproject. A new element of the project
was launched: a digital fashion brand named House of DAW, dedicated to creating haute couture for virtual worlds.
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How to make millions during Corona lock down

ULTIND 28-2 NPUINIT X o1 YW NFT nivye 10,000 7710 ("Desperate ApeWives™) "NIWRIN NIDIPR” BP'NMD
AMUN BATYN NDYNN L UIIND DINGL|IBYT 011D :{11D DIDA NIZNAIAMIBONA D'U'DWN D"W) DYIP'N NI 2021
(ETH) Dimn'x 0.08 7 TV It 7 VY 72 T NIWNIA TNNA .00DINGPL RN 70,7 o RIS Ryl
TWU ANNIWUN AT NN 10,000 72 WU YRR NPWA VNN NIVY 12 N .N910 AN 71T 360-7 TW-nIlY
NY2 71T 97X 400-7 TW-NIW DMK 87 MINN YWNA PIYA 7204 ,IT 11T ANMMUA N'YNNT NAWRA AT UImn
o"nw .(Sia) "0 MRt 0AYA 010 OYYITI DYDON 7712 ,0M3n 4,500-3 TN DIYTULTA NITIAYA 0'P'TNN 01D .P0un
N7NWI MW7 N DAY UMD '0 ANOTD ON UNAND YD NUWIE NN YL TUR-NInt awdaw nn'san
W' UNW T0"N-nIY ,The Gardener 0N UMD M¥ .ANITVAW "NIDI"N INK 7710 ,N7W OINND NFT NINT NAILY
TO"N-ANIY ,Archer McCall ;071521 YIN2 DYIN'TID "TT IITIAND 12N1 DYDON TW ANDWAT YY T ,78IW" 0T 0'poV
[*T NIV AW NTO"N-NBNIY , The Florist .JNIPN 1AWN N2V NY7VWT NUAN X7 TNOY 'MII0N TR DR Y
"TIDIPR" NU¥ITIIN NNNQ NITIAY .UDIND 07V "TIDIPAT BP'ND 2 N2'NY NN NUK UDIX MDY MW
U1 7 T IN2 2WUTINT 0N TP DURND TN PN Zemack N*7Ia 'MNTA 2021 ON¥T BYD
Mr.Black DUZNIWH "IN ST 7Y IUW "RIDIPNT (UNA WIN 2O ININD . NIBIN RUYI7I0 NFT '{PTANT '2'017P00N

LDYTRIOVIN NINTIV'YT I TUDIN X1, House of DAW D@2 *700'T 7UDIK ANM WIR B'NDAN 77N .Gproject |
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Yom Kippur amongst Jain community in India

If you think Jews is the only community that hold the day of Yom Kippur (day of forgivness), then you are wrong. | thought the same

until a month ago until | heard about the Jain community having a similar day as per their religion .

Kshamavani (Sanskrit: Ksamavani) or "Forgiveness Day" is a day of forgiving and seeking
forgiveness for the followers of Jainism. Digambaras celebrate it on the first day

of Ashvin Krishna month of the lunar-based Jain calendar. Svétambaras celebrate it

on Samvatsari, the last day of the annual Paryushana festival. which coincides with

the Chaturthi, 4th day of Shukla Paksha in the holy month of Bhadra.™ "Micchami
Dukkadam" is the common phrase when asking for forgiveness. It is a Prakrit phrase
meaning "May all the evil that has been done be fruitless".?

On this sacred day, every member of the Jain community approaches everyone,
irrespective of religion, and begs for forgiveness for all their faults or mistakes, committed
either knowingly or unknowingly. Thus relieved of the heavy burden hanging over their head
of the sins of yesteryears, they start life afresh, living in peaceful co-existence with others.
Indeed, this day is not merely a traditional ritual, but a first step on their path

to moksha (liberation) or salvation, the final goal of every man's life, according to the
teachings of Jainism."!

The literal translation of kippurim is cleansing. Yom Kippur is a Jewish day to atone for
misdeeds and become cleansed and purified from them.”

In India we wera tannht tn acle farnivvanace franm hnth hilman and (2nd The rnmmnn nhrage
we all used in Marathi was “Bolala Chalala Maaf Kara” (/€T ITeieT 5T% &<7). But Israel
askina foraivness from human is not part of Yom Kippur. Only foraiveness has to be asked
from God. So here the people wish each other V1211 DMw N2 por ( TTaE aT afvw TETe)

(God grace you with long life).

Ksamavani
(Forgiveness Day)
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Maccabi 2022

(20+) Maccabi India | Facebook

Maccabi World Union (Registered
Amutah 580037158) is the largest and
longest running Jewish sports
organization spanning over five
continents, more than 60 countries, 450
clubs, and 400,000 members. MWU is a
Zionist organization that utilizes sports
as a means to bring Jewish people of all
ages closer to Judaism and Israel in
addition to various informal educational
activities in a manner that surpasses

politics and sectarianism.
Who we are - Maccabiah 21

From the appearance by US President Joe Biden
at the Opening Ceremonies to the record number
of Jewish athletes from around the world who
participated, the 21st Maccabiah Games were a
spectacular success.

The Maccabiah torch was brought from Modi’in,
birthplace of Judah Maccabee, who led the
rebellion against the Syrian-Greeks and
rededicated the Second Temple in 164 BCE.

Ten thousand athletes in 62 delegations
competed for 2,100 medals in 29 different sports,
encompassing 42 disciplines.
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Cricket
England won
Israel was the 3™ winner
and India was 6 winner.
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JRU Youth Group of the 80’s

During 80’s JRU YG had up to 163 Bene-Israel youngsters as its member. It is amazing
that today’s every effective leader of the Bene-Israel community comes from this
group (we are not talking about self-appointed leaders but leaders who contribute to
the community). Many pictures of the JRU YG members in Israel are around but this is
the first time a picture of some of the YG members in India that is seen recently.

Finding the Mountain of Moses: The
Real Mount Sinai in Saudi Arabia
See this: Fascinating & very interesting Story Video

Finding the Mountain of Moses: The Real Mount Sinai in Saudi Arabia - YouTube

Subject: Stunning Discovery of the Exodus Story the Muslim
World Might Destroy.

Short Story -Lullaby for Mariupol -Stephen Connacher lived in southeast Ukraine (Lullaby for Mariupol | 100Words (100wordstory.org)

| remember the chilly winter carnivals at Drama Theater, and the new green and yellow maternity hospital. Neighborhood babushkas
gossip among the falling leaves. Flower shops burst with color for Women’s Day. Laughing children skip through water fountains.

Then, suddenly, somebody liberated us.

Bombs hit our homes, our parks, our schools. In a matter of days, we returned to medieval life: bitter cold, dehydration, starvation, and
the stench of death. Corpses lie everywhere. | hear ghostly shrieking off in the distance. There is no way out of this hell, nowhere to
turn, nobody to help.

Then, mercifully, stillness.
Goodnight, Mariupol.
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IJHC

Ruth Greenfield.

On behalf of The Indian Jewish Heritage Center & The H "
Cochin Jewish Heritage Center you are cordially invited to ()” 7Oage
the 97 talk in the “Heritage On Zoom" program. 0
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Anna Schultz is Associate Professor of Music at the University of Chicago, DUITSTH TIAND VT 12710 WR'W TN YIND 0900 Miwpn i
where she s also an associate member of the Department of South Asian MIGIN 0T M2 PRI IR TR ANnygn & + "’&”
o Apin. i n s
Languages and Civilizations and a member of the Greenberg Center for W w I,m auanx oor

Jewish Studies. The core issue animating her research in India and beyond MARGASIA Tinn N 203 70 NYUMDA VI 120 KID 01 ' T 2 ny

is music's power to activate profound religious experiences that in tumn
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The lecture will be in English and is open ta the public and all India Lovers, Join us via z0om link Attached to
this invitation. The lecture will be recorded for Heritage Documentation. rr‘n“::-, am T ’ = ey LT = SRR SRR
ean woe '{,2 nany - 03-5170358 WrxYx ANy
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IJHC has participated in this exhibition on “Henna”, the Holon municipality has given credit to IJHC in all
their publicity and have also mentioned our name on the stands with the mannequins.

Others who have contributed to this exhibition are from Morocco, Libya and Yemen. Please do visit the
exhibition and be impressed. Opening is on September 21st. The exhibit ends in December.

Communities who have contributed to this exhibition are from India, Morocco, Libya and Yemen.
Please do visit the exhibition and be impressed.
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Our Bene-Israel Indian girl B hod ™
O"m3a anN
LIBI PANKER from Rosh Ha | R BEenT xu'\“\'\L

Ayin is a very good singer ANASIAYINTN
who came up to semi -finals \
of "Kokhav Khadash”. In
the finals she won the
fourth position.

Rising Star (Israeli TV series) -
Wikipedia

2115 WHW - DI f

Libi Panker - Wikipedia
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Shevet Ole Hodu-Ashdod

Simcha Solomon / Eva Talegaonkar

Tribe of the Indian Immigrant- Ashdod

4

This group is very active in Ashdod. They also have arranged Yoga classes conducted in Ashdod in cooperation with the Indian Embassy
and also their active member Eva Talegaonkar teaches Marathi on-line classes on zoom through Indian Cultural Center of India of the

Indian Embassy.

On 21.09.2022 The group had
organized a meeting with the
housing minister Mr. Ze’ev Elkin the
Bene-Israel community. Many
pending issues of our community
with the Amidar needed updates
and help the new immigrants.

The group
holds regular
Yoga classes
in Ashdod

The group also arrange entertainment shows

like the one below:

Sept. 18, 2022
evening saw the
colorful show of

Alok Katdare’s

musical show
(Golden voice of
Kishore Kumar).

Ashdod Municipal vice mayor Mr. Elly Nacht graced the occasion along with the management of the United Bene-Israel Group.
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The group regularly organizes day tours and picnics along various entertainment shows.

Meaning of sign on Gravestones: Open Hands and the Pitcher

The hands on this gravestone indicate that it marks the resting place of a member of the
priestly clan.

Judaism is based on learning Torah and doing the mitzvahs, through which we connect
with G-d and make the world a better place. During the course of our history, many
symbols have become associated with Jewish people, Jewish scholarship, and Jewish
culture. 13 Jewish Symbols to Know- 13 Jewish Symbols to Know - Essentials (chabad.org)
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BJP’s Jewish Minority Leader in Maharashtra

Sassoon Phanspurkar
022-22818764 /9869711786

Good morning,. From today, every
Monday from 11.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.,
| will visit the first BJP office, LIC for
our community. For your service at
office no. 2. in this office in front of
Yogakshem. Will be present to meet
all of you.

Whoever has any problem should
come and see me in person. The

telephone number of the office is. (5
022-22818764 This is the first tele-
phone operator who will go to
Madam, tell them office number 2. Or
tell me my name mother-in-law
Samsan Phansapurkar. Then from
3.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. Till then, the
Ministry will be present at the 6th
Floor, The Chief Minister's Office. My

mobile sound number(3 9869711786

I FehTes,. ATST TTHA &X HIAATLN TRl
11.30.9 5.30 HeATH(& T4 HY ArqedT
THTSTETST TIH ATSTAT
FTATAT, T AT, TR THIE AT
FTATALTT FTATAT FH T 2.9 AIAT Ao
ATST. TFET AAT HSUIT ATST ITTEAT

I 3TTE.

ST FHIIT=AT Flel THEAT AHATH HAl
TS THET AEA ST HIATAATAT gLea T
FHTE AE.(7 022-22818764 TT TR =T
T AT HEH g Aol AT a1l
ATRe dTeh 2. TohaT AT AT JT 9T
HTHH RUETEHY . Fa¢ I 3.00 T
5.30. 94T HATAT 6 AT AT, T FA1
FATAT T ITEAT UM, HTAT FHIT
gl FHHIH(T 9869711786
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Request to All Community members Please come forward
without any hesitation and fear if anyone's having any
problems related to Synagogues, Cemeteries, land
acquisitions, Community properties, individuals problems,
Aliyah guidelines, Court pending matters, Charity
Commissioner's Court pending matters. SASSOON
SAMSON E. PHANSAPURKAR BJP. PRADESH KARYALAYA,
OFF. NO. 2, OPP. YOGAKSHEM L.I.C. BLDG. VEER

B , = i r R NARIMAN ROAD, MUMBAI 400 021.  OFF. TEL. NOGZ
R — | 022 22818764. VISITING HOURS 11.30. AM.TO 02.30.PM.
BAPPA DARSHAN AT WORLI RESI.OF SHRI. | THEN LATER 03.30.PM TO 05.30.PM AT MANTRALAYA
MUKUND KULKARN| SAHEB BJP. MUKHYA | 6TH-FLR, CMO. OFFICE. EVERY MONDAY EXCEPT GOVT. &

KARYALAY MANTRI MAHARASHTRA RAJYA BANK HOLIDAYS. MY MOBILE NUMBER (3 9869711786.
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Register for online Yoga Classes in Israel
using the links below

Morning Class:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tduurrTOtEtXtkzZ5pWUs9YbvpKDh_D6n8
Evening Yoga Class:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsduqqqDoqEtWfGUpOQiF5I0HdVgNTzvPn
Friday Mornings:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tduurrTOtEtXtkz5pWUs9YbvpKDh_D6n8

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email with further information about the classes.
Thank you.
Darshana Rajput, Yoga teacher (0585114090)
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Activities at “Edna Bene-Israel Community Center” in Ramle

Accountant Elkan Judha has started teaching
voluntarily “Spoken English” for the Indian
community at the Edna Center “in Ramla

They have about 20 students. All are Indian mostly
after pension and a few working. They also students
from ages 45 to 80.

The Center charges 10 ILS per student per class
that is used towards maintenance and buying few
snacks for the group and towards electricity water
sanitary stationary etc. They have also organized
New year Toast party.

United Indian Jews
group (UIJG) met with
the Ramle Municipal

nN"oxa NTIVN
) management at Edna WPROUN 3py 3137
. . me? mns

l,/ Community center. Th g

. ] X BY0TPE ovm ey

UG is trying to
\. combine all Israeli
: *1;‘&2‘?},"3‘?( Ty uTivon Bene-Israel cities

together under one
umbrella.
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A.J.D

.C

Israel Organization
of Bene-Israel (I0OBI)

gctober 2022

+ Connecting our Jewish Community

Tishrei - Cheshwan 5783

M‘;"'! Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1
F) 5 3 7
Erev Kippur | Yom Kippur | o oottt
Benjmren Rox - 5 O0pm
Erev Shabbat
10 11 12 13 13
Sukkot Women's it Art Qasa By Rt
Day et Sysgges Class with
Erev Sukkot Suickah - 4 to 6pm Koket - 7:00pm Erev Shabbat
16 7 18 19 20 4
ebre s bommme
Shemeni Simchat - Ssblpen
- 5:00pm Atzeret Torah Class with
Judah Kolet - 7-00pm Erev Shabbat
23 24 25 26 27 28
— Orot Ha'Torah - —
Hebrew by| RoshChodesn | Kaballah
Shoshanna Pingle|  Chestwanby [ with Judah Kolet orenr e coagy-tamy
- 5:00pm Rebecca Rarme. 6-00pm
: s*“ Erev Shabbat

The e

problem with
doing nothing
IS knowin

when to stop.

| AM A

President
appointed
by
Mavali of
Dongri
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Embassy of Israel in India

Curtesy : Nissim Moses

YACHAD: Embassy of Israel celebrates a special collaboration with Indian designer Sahil Kochhar. Special fashion shoot in Israel with a
capsule collection by Sahil, celebrating 30 years of Israel-India ties. New Delhi, 18th August 2022: To celebrate 30 years of Israel-India
diplomatic relations, the Embassy of Israel in India collaborated with Indian designer Sahil Kochhar to showcase a special collection for
both men and women inspired by the beautiful landscapes of Israel. This project is part of a campaign titled ‘Yachad’ - a Hebrew word
meaning ‘together’. An event was organized in Delhi on August 17 to celebrate the occasion, where Israeli Embassy diplomats and
project members from India came together to exchange ideas and share their experiences. On this occasion, the Ambassador of Israel
to India H.E. Naor Gilon said, “This is a first-of-its-kind project which we hope will open doors for future possibilities and collaborations
between the people of Israel and India in the diverse fields of culture, fashion and lifestyle. Showcasing Indian designs inspired by
Israeli landscapes led to this beautiful project, which has further strengthened the close friendship and growing partnership between
our two nations.”

Designer Sahil Kochhar said, “Yachad, means coming together and that is the essence behind this special collaboration. It is a
celebration of 30 years of friendship between Israel and India. This collection and campaign we have shot around it are very special to
me as it represents two beautiful cultures coming together. The collection is inspired by the diverse landscapes of Israel, incorporating
the same as artwork on the clothes.”For this campaign, the designer and his team spent several months scouting talents from Israel
who are the best at their craft. The models that were selected were not just professional models but also included local talent from all
over Israel, including the younger generation from different walks of life, athletes, artists, surfers & the parkour community of the
country. Through this project, the Embassy showed an Israel that may be less known to the Indian public. The fashion shoot took place
in several parts of Israel including the Dead Sea, Eilat, Gan Hashlosha, Tel Aviv & Jerusalem.
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Indian Embassy in Israel

On July 1, India’s largest floating solar power
project with a capacity of 100 MW was
commissioned at National Thermal Power
Corporation, Ramagundam. Under the Make in
India initiative, aluminium air batteries
developed by Phinergy in a JV with Indian Oil
Corporation Limited will power a 50-seater bus
for about 500 km. In 2021-22 India receives the
highest ever FDI of over USD 83.57 billion.

On July 18, the Embassy at ICC hosted the young
Indian team that participated in Maccabiah,
International Jewish Olympics, 2022.

On July 28, the Embassy held an Open House to
address complaints/grievances relating to the issues
related to consular matters.

On 14™ Aug a program was held in Ashdod during
evening that was divided in to two parts.

During the first part, Independence day of India was
celebrated with Ashdod Municipal authorities, Indian
Embassy representatives was celebrated. During the
second part two singing artists from India
performed.

The dance performance was organized by Riki Si
from Ashkelon. Two local singers also performed.

Tickets were sold for this even at 100 NIS. The hall of
3000 was fully packet earning the organizers NIS
300,000. There were Indian snack sold. Nothing was
offered free as in other cities except some Indian
flags.
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Beth El-Elohim (Pen) Synagogue

ITINQY |92 NO12N N'A Penn synagogue in India - YouTube

In the picture you can see
the woman who founded
the Synagogue of the
House of God in Penn in
India: Hannah Bay
Diwaker (from the book
'The Gammat-a).
Inspirational Women' by
Eliez Reuven Dandkar).
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This matter from llana
Shazor's post on facebook
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Raigad Jewish Association by Herzl Bhonkar

How Shaniwar-Teli lost all their in heritage!
Efforts to Preserving our Heritage in India fail all the time

When the Shaniwar-Teli’s realized that they were Jews and they could immigrate to
Israel, most Bene-Israel rushed to get out of India to reach Israel. It was not an
organized exodus but a very chaotic one. The leaders of the community did not
organize an planned exodus where it was pre negotiated;

a) What is the fate of the immigrants in Israel?

b) What will be the plan for preserving the heritage?
On the other hand the Jewish Agency was working with a very persuasive plan to
get as much manpower to Israel as they could from all over the world. Bene-Israel’s
fell prey to the carrot Jewish Agency dangled and their love for their religion lead
them to immigrate, irrespective of the fact that India was the only country where
Jews were never prosecuted.

Perusing the carrot, the Bene-Israel community lost on all the grounds. Immigrants who reached
Israel had to work in hard physical jobs in making roads and building bridges. On the other hand,
they left their 2000 years heritage to be apprehended by other local communities. Some of our
clever Bene-lIsrael sold the community properties to local communities as their person proprieties.

Were our then leaders so short-sited so as not to see and imagine the consequence of leaving this
exodus to the strangers? Our situation of Bene-Israel people in Israel and India was like the two cats
and the monkey. Cats received nothing but Israel received labor and Indians received *advantages.

*Since our Bene-Israel people then had only one aim; moving to Israel, our leaders ignored all the advantages other “teli” communities
received in India as scheduled caste community. Further being scheduled caste, Bene-Israel was also a minority community. Our
leaders could have earned several advantages for its community including reserved seats in medical and engineering collages, grants
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for businesses, reservation in government jobs and other huge advantages that other scheduled caste minority groups were showered
with. Butin hurry to immigrate to Israel we lost all those rights.

As the president of the Raigad Jewish Association | was very enthusiast to restore the aging heritages
dying in Raigad. Many of our community members from all over the world promise to send fund to
restore our heritage sites and make a Bene-Israel Jews pilgrimage path along Mumbai Pune Panvel
and Raigad. But the funds never come. Some sincere people who keep the promise and make
payments as per the schedule. But when other did not pay as promised, | had to return the money to
many who had paid as per the schedule. Two years ago a group of twenty esteemed members met
and all agreed to pay one lac rupees each by the end of the month. Few kept their promises and
transferred payments on time, including my part that | added to it. But many did not pay. After waiting
for two years when no one else paid, | returned money to those who had kept their promise.

Now generations have changed and local born Bene-Israel children really do not much care for their
origin and the heritage their ancestors have left behind in India. The children born in Israel (where the
major population of Bene-Israel had immigrated) have assimilated with in the main stream Judaism.
They will go visiting the graves of the Chadikim in Israel several times but not come to India to find
their heritage. The dying original Bene-Israel’s generation from India will perhaps leave only a distinct
memory of the Bene-Israel of India in the books. As by then perhaps no heritage will be remain in
Raigad unless they are restored now. And for that generous contribution of money is compulsory.

The Elijah Rock
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Ner Israel Synagogue,
Ambapur

Building work at this
synagogue has
resumed under the
president of RJA,
Lawyer Herzl Bhonkar.

Last year

R.J.A had installed a
candle lighting post
at the Elijah Rock’s.
We can see that it
has been very
useful for the
visitors coming to
this heritage site.

This year R.J.A
placed a road
direction sign
towards Elijah’s
rock.

This is very useful
for visitors who
drive rented cars
to visit Raigad.

' ‘L"‘dl‘.m: m’

| S|
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Bene-Israel —Canada

Arelia Daniels

Bene Israel Selichot with Hazzan Joshua Daniels - YouTube

Reclaiming ARIELLA
7@\ Identity JOSHUA
The Podcast MIRIAM

Hazzan Joshua Daniels and Miriam Daniels were
each born in Bombay. Ariella is their
Torontonian-born daughter. Each had unique
experiences, and each shares their stories of
different ages and stages in life while reflecting
on how they fit into the greater Jewish world.
There are stories of prejudice and pride and
reclaiming identity. Joshua can be a cantor for
prayers in nearly every rite, from Ashkenazi to
Bene Israel to Baghdadi. Miriam has found her
place within the Jewish community and shares the
long history of the Bene Israel of India. Ariella is
very involved in integrating Jewish diversity.
They, as a family, have found the beauty in the
Jewish mosaic and share it with us and wherever
they can.

My parents and | were also interviewed
on a podcast A few other Bene Israelis
were as well. It is a very interesting
interview of about an hour that you can
hear at the link below.

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHROc
HM6LY9IMZWVkcy5ibHVicnJ5LmNvbS9m
ZWVkcy9yZWNsYWItaW5nX21kZW50aXR
5LnhtbA/episode/aHROcDovL3d3dy5ibH
VicnJ5LmNvbS9yZWNsYWItaW5nX2lkzZW
50aXR5Lzg4NjA3NzU3L2EtYmVuZS1pc3Jh
ZWwtYWNOaXZpc3QtZmFtaWx5LXRoZS51
kYW5pZWxzLw?sa=X&ved=0CA

some more interviews with Bene-Israel in links
below

The second picture shows our New Year prayer table
ready before prayers.

Hazzan
Joshua Daniels

August 30, 2022
1IZPMET / 7 PMisrael

Reclaiming Identity - Bene Israel Proud: Gail, Sasha, Esther

Reclaiming Identity - From Mumbai to Israel: Aviva,

Reclaiming Identity - Institute of Jewish Experience

(google.com)

Ronel and Eliana (google.com)
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This group is present in all the cities of Israel
where Bene-Israel live. Their interest is to

take the local groups from each city and form
a united group to push the national agenda of
getting more Bene-Israel people in local
Municipal offices and the Knesset.

Every day they have new meetings.

A message from the community union's spokesman
group:

We're on our way with full power and momentum.
Yesterday evening a meeting took place at the
home of the Chairman of the National Union Mr.
Moshe Sugauker to which former minister and
future member of the Knesset Miri Regev was
invited.

The meeting with the member of parliament Regev
took place in a pleasant, warm and personal
atmosphere, but nevertheless the meeting was very
serious matters with a strong spirit in order to
continue the work of the national union.

In the context of the meeting, Regev Knesset
member received a review from the spokesman of
the organization Mr. Yehuda Shonkar, during
which the vision of the National Union was
presented regarding preserving the heritage of the
Bani community. israel Indians, the union of the
community both on the local plateau and on the
national plateau. Also, the Regev Knesset member
was presented with the broad activity of the
national union, goals and needs that must be
promoted for the community in the short and long
term, and in general it's all about the young
generation, the third age, culture and sports,
heritage preservation, religion and values.

In the context of the meeting, a special discussion
took place with Member of Parliament Regev on
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/4058220554298425
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the issue of the community in Mumbai, properties
and synagogues that are required preservation and
strengthening, the situation of cemeteries in India
and strengthening the relationship with the
members of the community.

In the context of the meeting, the national union
did not hide the political dimension of promoting
the election of a member of the community as a
member of the Knesset israel

The Knesset Regev member addressed all the
issues raised in a practical and respectful way.
Within this she promised that she will act and help
as much as possible to her God in the promotion
and solution of all the issues that were raised. The
Knesset member Regev mentioned that when the
time comes and when the right fitness hour is
created, it will also be implemented to establish the
heritage center of the Beni israel

Also achieved the girls in the matter of promoting
representatives of the community member in the
Israeli Parliament.

The National Union and the Knesset member Miri
Regev expect to continue and deepen their
cooperation until mutual goals and interests are
achieved.

At a meeting with the Regev Knesset member, Mr.
Moshe Sugauker - Chairman of the Community
Union, Mr. Yaniv Ashtamkar - Secretary of the
Union, Mrs. Tzipi says - Legal Counselor, Mr.
Raymond Bastaker - Coordinator of the Activists
and Activities, Mr. Avner Burfaker - in charge of
sports, Mr. Eliyahu Bastaker, members of the Beni
Hamansha leadership chairman came together.
Cricket in Israel - Mr. Yafet Nagauker and the
spokesman of the union The communal Mr.
Yehuda Shshunkar. (Facebook Translation)

i gl7alslorimi kehtaty i ialninigls!

WK 721027 °1°°1Y 19IR2 01N 237 N1 12N
DYDN D P02 72 TN VAW 2ORWIIT 109
212 N9 D1TPA PT° ORY WHRNY 2120 VoM
X122 °2 7°°% 237 N0IDT NN2M APV N0
DX 7 D¥DN L,AdRNAT W3 NV XIPIWY DY
AT ORY-HRIW 212 N2 DWW 197 Npao
12 50 MR DR W2 NI NI 1D M
SRR VIR 0P

O°9¥1n 237 P NDIIT NIATT OXIRT TVPRA
nwaL Y 012 a7WO W DRRYM wnnb
07777 D°0IUIRI MILVA

WA M DI 23 D013 NN2AN Qv wean2
SPRLWR 220 N NPT TIPRA 2"P-9PIRA0
97 ,NP0OWA NXYY - DX 23 TR 9N
Q13RI ,NMPPYOT 0D 197 -Ipuda TN
,IPW02 ITPOR M L0TID0T DY ORINNT — P2
VPP MINRNT 'Y SWIAS °12 DA AN
9% SN2°P0 TINORT 121TY PINA N9 M -DRIW2
APNVY AT

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter for Bene-Israel (Private Circulation) Volume # 12 Oct 1.2022 Page: 84




It’s been a very busy year and was looking for something interesting that |
could share with our community. Looked through a lot of documents that
my dad collected over the years. He did mention that | should go through
them and not discard them. Today | found this newspaper article that was
published in 1984 by the Weekend Telegraph.

While this image is just a small part of the full paged article, it covers a lot
of information about out Bene Israel Heritage, stories and people from our
community that goes back a very long time.

This is also time to wish everyone Shana Tovah. We all pray that 5783 rings
Peace and happiness to you all.
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Meet Second Generation Beni-Israel

Yochi Moses Tr=ETaZ AT

08-9747 880

For all travels to India and around the world
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Bene-Israel Man to help where needed
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Magen Hassidim Synagogue
Ronen Bhonkar

With the fast approaching festivals we are trying to get all
repairs done. We have constantly up-dated on the facebook the
status of the repairs and how we found new damage that needs
immediate repairs. Especially the ladies gallery that could have
collapsed.

Recently we were asked if we will be painting and decorating
the outside gate and the wall. This will depend on the funds
that will remain (if at all) after the essential repairs.
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Your donations will help us very much at this stage:

Name of Account

Magen Hassidim Synagogue Estate Trust
Alc No.: 005910210000019

Bank: Bank of India

Branch : Jacob Circle

Account Type: Saving

IFSC Code. BKID0000059
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It is interesting that Viju Penker launched his Marathi book in Israel in Ashdod through team of Noah Massil and Samuel & Eva
Talagaokar, but not for sale. He distributed them free with a request that whoever takes the book, they read it. If any was taking the
book just to leave it on the bookshelves, then he requested to leave it for some once who would actually read the book.

Eve and Liz administrated the show while Noah, who was the chief guest, gave his thought on the book and on our community. Snacks
were served and soft drinks too.
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United Bene-Israel Group (Objection)
NN AN "M TIN'N

The program on 14.8.2022 was organized by following groups mentioned at the bottom

TR W emey .
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The show made NIS 300,000 (3000 seats x 100 NIS). Where this money go?

If Ashdod Municipal offered the hall free for the Indian embassy program then why was 100 NIS
charged to the citizens? The two artist bought from India were unknown and paid cents.

Instead of charging 20 NIS to the citizens (as in other cities) they were charged 100 NIS. This
300,000 NIS was distributed between 10BI, IJFC, Indian Embassy, Ashdod city... all those who
supported this program.

The question was asked by the United Bene-Israel Group (*¥X aI1X' 'M7'nj TIN'X).

We had asked the Indian Embassy details on this but they did not reply. Are some few from
Indian Embassy getting paid to let locals use their name? Why is Indian Embassy getting involved
in local matters?

This misuse of funds / benefits offered to public should be transferred to the citizens and not taken
advantage of to make money for personal use. Day light robbers.
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Bene-Israel in Petah Tikva celebrate Independence day of India with Leora Itzhak

At the "Bollywood" show that took place at the
World Center in Petah Tikva as a mark of India's
Independence Day

Food stands from the rich, delicious and diverse
Indian cuisine, in the bazaar of gorgeous Indian
clothes and for dessert and the title and the cherry
on top.

The performance of the amazing singer with a
unique voice like no other in Israel - singer Liora
Itzhak znx' NIN"™

Thank you for a magical and unforgettable evening
-Yaron Levi
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-Girl 29, 5 years in
Israel working

-Girl 23, 5 years in
Israel working in
accounts

-Girl 28, wears
hearing aid in one
ear.

-Girl 30 from Ashdod
looking for a boy
who agrees to settle
in Ashdod

-Boy 30 from South
Israel, working, only
son in the family.

- Man 55 living in
Israel 30 years never
marries looking for
partner

-Boy 30 from
Ahmadabad now in
Israel

-Man 38, never
married

-Divorced man 55
from USA looking for
Bene-Israel women
- Widow man 66
looking for religious
women from USA
-Never married Man
60 in Israel for 30
years looking for
Marathi speaking
-15% dyslexia 32
years old boy

-Divorced man in
central Israel 49,
children not living
with him wants to
remarry. Well
settled.

-Divorced Religious
55 living in central
Israel seeks religious
women.

-Divorced 57 looking
for suitable
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Romy Kehimkar on Facebook

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR BENE
ISRAEL COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE IN
EZOR HETH in ASHDOD.

THE PRAYERS STARTED AT OUR LATE
DAD & MOMS HOUSE,BUT NO ONE
MENTIONED THIER NAMES AT ALL,
BUT ALMIGHTY DID NOT FORGET
THEM,BOTH WENT TO HEAVEN ON
SATURDAY MAY THEIR SOULS REST
IN PEACE AAMEN FORGIVE US.
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Shaar Hashamaim Synagogue ( Gate of heaven) Thane

Samuel Daniel

75th Independence
day was celebrated in
Shaar Hashamaim
Synagogue ( Gate of
heaven) Thane .
Moshe Penkar,
Administrative Officer,
Science & Technology
hoisted the Flag.

Dear members of
the community,
we are pleased
to release the
calendar for our
Hebrew year
5783 on the first
day of the
Selichot.
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The Selichot was in person and 35
melodiously recited by | members join the

Mr. Moses Avraham Selichot broadcast
Phansapurkar (Mohel) | online.

and about 30 Special Thanks to Mr Eli
members of the Thane | Rahamim Ramrajkar who
community attended | helped for arranging
Zoom

Asiatic Society Library members
visited Thane Synagogue ( Shaar
Hashamaim) to get to know
about Jewish History in Thane
and their culture.Mrs Bina
Ramrajkar, Mr Samson
Birwadkar and Mr Samuel
Daniel( President) interacted
with them. Rav Uri and Mr
Moshe Phansapurkar ( Mohel)
gave religious touch to this
interaction.

Mr Moshe Phansapurkar( Mohel)
addressing group of members from
Asiatic Society Library, explains how
we pray and importance of 10
commandments in Jewish life.

Consul General of USA, Mr David J Ranj Jewish by religion, was given a farewell yesterday
evening at the Kenneseth Eliyahoo Synagogue by Samuel Daniel , President of Shaar
Hashamaim Synagogue along with Mr David Ghosalkar handing over a bouquet on behalf of
Thane Jewish Community.
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5RW2 1717 °X2 n9p / The Community of Indian Immigrants in Israel
0543046072 119855 9010000 7°n 2044 70 137/3 0"R977 217 Y2IR NP 002 AR
Avichai Basteker Kiryat Arba Haram Street 137/3 Ted 2044 Zip Code 9010000 Pelephone 0543046072

Those who have books, Sidur, Castes, pictures and documents that want saved and
published. Do not throw away. We preserve them for research for future generations.
Welcome to talk to me on WhatsApp +972543046072. | pay for shipment .
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13 Jewish Symbols to Know

13 Jewish Symbols to Know - Essentials (chabad.org)

A lit candelabra (usually with several branches) is often used to decorate

the grave of arighteous Jewish woman, who was surely particular to light

the Shabbat candles in her home every Friday afternoon and on the eve of
Jewish holidays.
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MIM MO 22T DS 37 A0 LA SN M nonn
Mown oYY MIATINA O 1IN 201 ITUNe 1 O
aNEY MmN 8 NND ETEn wpen e aTn
LSTIBK AP0 Y1 0003 Yy e 227 W2nh Yiap
PN VE  oamn e YT W s, e
MINSD D TV SN 102 YIOYY YOI 00 TN
IPNYIN NP3 29 nD Mmoot 035 praye At Yo 1mn
s 20 T, emnn Oro oY NN PD Yol andn

M9

nnpYwanoy ;407

AP oF 23 o Yo e

TOCPTIND NAYT YT ST I MY N PN NND
ADPET A M NaY YO0 OB YT U0 oD
mmend 1 YU ying K¥oan (rent) odnn ovrnns
JLOMUTIN 1D U3 BAIND OaOMm Orann

LTI DRI N modh noes N unax

3PN O 23 THND Q3NN T % COTIND

ANT -1AN > DY

IS O YN DT K PORA N3 P ANIR NN
9@ 1IN 10T NP NN NN IMTTTER 1IN
AN 1 0D WA TN OETITION AT MTONN TNK e e
MY 3TTTEN 2Y Bwn AN AT 1 b o Yo e
TYYT3 O'OTHA2 IS MSSTTD B Prase obu am Yan
121 0% 1 oYTHA ADem NEAa N3 oo
T ANSN TR 28 Yy 313 Senn YN Y rmoe n
I TTNE PISTYON - ANT-ON TV TN oen Nan
Yy ovaanm Yu-U ONETN ODPTW YTV MYGN a0
DOTIN N2 AFYTERY O 1Em 0 ovatn) Snen
My NN 00 1A PAINSY S Ten: orien
MM TR TV0NA W NATIN O I0 ONPnm Mamn
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& GABRIEL

PALIMIBAI

Please help us continue our

development work in underserved
communities in India.

Donate here:
GPM's Rural Emergency Response Program | Root Funding

GPM must immediately raise $100,000 for
its Rural Emergency Response Program to
provide emergency services to the tribal
district of Mokhada serving 180,000 people.

Residents of the rural villages of Mokhada that
GPM serves are currently facing drastic life or

Eliyahushalom Kolet & Lara Bloch

Kol hakaved on the amazing initiative!

Kayla and Abie

Some of the hundreds of donors:

death ituati It of ¥ ¢ \ Given in honor of Sarah Gribetz's bday! $54.Dﬂ
eath emergency situations as a result o B 77 - X .
gency _ s g Metson Family
extreme weather. Seasons of long drought are The Rural Emergency Happy Birthday cousin Sarah! $100.00
now being followed by intense monsoons that | Response Program provides | pentzi gribetz rubin $180.00
have ushered in harsh flooding, destruction of access to food, medicines,
_ and transportation in times of
property, animal attacks, health care shortfalls, emergency for 180,000
and relentless food insecurity. people.
When this young pregnant mother was trapped in her flooded village Gabriel Project Gy
Mumbai staff sprung into action and literally carried her to a hospital to give birth to HETSITd AR AfgAer
a beautiful twin boy and girl.(Consent given for use of photo) WW ATt 95

RIATZ EEAA W AT ¥ Areen ARaguea s Fd Ieur

et v v T e Sv
v o
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Worli Cemetery Maintenance

David Talegaonkar

After the restoration Contribution of Contributions of 10,000 Rs.
work was completed by | 10,000 Rs each each from :

Sion Charikar at the from

Worli cemetery the Tiphereth Israel Synagogue,
Maintenance is Viju Penkar, Magen Hassidim Synagogue,
continued by the Worli David Birwadkar Etz Haim Synagogue,
Cemetry Committee. Charikar Babuiji Gate of Mercy Synagogue
The cutting of grass was | David Talegaokar Elly Kadoorie School

just completed.

Gate of Mercy Synagogue after Major Repairs
David Talegaonkar

David Birwadkar is the Trustee of Elly Kadoorie School and also is the
Chairman of the Trust Board of Gate of mercy Synagogue.

The Trustees and Managing Committee members of Gate of Mercy
Synagogue are pleased to inform all our Jewish community members that we
will be having the Rosh Ha Shanna prayers in our Synagogue to be conducted
by Hazzan David Abraham Pezarkar on Monday the 26th September, 2022.
The prayers will commence at 7.00 am. The Tashlik prayers will be held at
Ferry Wharf at 5.30 pm on the same evening. Le'Shanna Tova!!
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Meeting Mrs. Julie Guedj

ORT’s activities in India began in 1960, after the WOU Congress in London approved a proposal
to establish an ORT school in Mumbai. Part-time evening courses for draftsmen were started
early that year and the ORT India Polytechnic commenced operation in August 1963.

LMNOP

Mrs. Julie Guedj has a manscript | ' ) ! :
# | o h

ready for a digitial book
publication on her husband who y
was the third director of ORT in Rl %
India. She is now arranging . | '
where the pictures should go. ' - v

-4

In her late seventies Julie is s v E
active and eager to get the book '
in its final form. Shaniwar Teli ‘
team istrying to find a sponsor f) : : g
to printing her book. ]

Mr. Joseph Guedj was very much
loved by the students of ORT

While her visit in Ashdod for an Indian program on independence day of India many students
flocked around her. People can especially to meet her. She still seems popular with all the
students of ORT, especially the Girl’s ORT from Worli. ORT India students are not just in India
and Israel but also in most of the major cities of the world thanking ORT for the trade they
learned in the ORT schools in Mumbai.

We pray that Julie successfully completes her ambition
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We get many many plctures and |t is impossible to keep track. We are prmtmg below a “ Kachal” of several plctures. Enjoy

Reclaming ARIELLA
@/ 1dentky JOSHUA
The Podoast MIRIAM

n?eherg Foaas ;
by ——

nnnnnn

Oshrit Birvadker
B Py ) I nddin's Forwign Palicy Expr t0
Feunder of MAMT RN, Entrepee neswr, Frowd Indlan

.“-.-;‘ 5
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ORT-India
Sivanah D Ashtamkar & Johnny Jhirad

Our Dean has identified a few professional courses which can be done by BSc, B.Com, BA, BMS
etc. students part time online. These courses put them on a professional track and they can
get ready jobs with good salary almost near to some engineers, much higher compared to what
they would otherwise get if they do well in these courses.

They are not very difficult but full focus is required for 6 months to one year. You can do these
courses even if you are from engineering or other courses from B or C grade college. You can
do these courses even while studying a regular graduation course. For students planning to
migrate to Israel also can study these courses to do much better in Israel.

Contact the Dean Ort India Johnny E Jhirad through WhatsApp only on 9819137437. —

EpucaTion

IS
‘% THE
. a7 MOST
2" POWERFUL
O, WEAPON wmich vou can use
ki O CHANGE

Dean is also available for Career Guidance and Mentoring to community students as well as working people to progress. Contact details as above.

Ort India conducted three life skills workshops at Worli for different Age groups overall from age 9 to 30+ years which were well received by the

participants.

One more such workshop is planned at Thane soon.

Our ORT India educational and online scholarship forms for the year 2022-2023 are uploaded on our website (www.ortindia.org). Ensure to

spread the message to maximize the benefits to our student population.

Our Taglit birthright trip for the year 2022-2023 took place in June 2022. It was a huge success, 33 students were benefited from the same.

Suitable candidates within the age group 18-26 years should apply for the same.

Johnny E Jhirad ,Dean Ort India
Sivanah D Ashtamkar, Director Ort India
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Disputes in the Community

Herzel Simon — Advocate, Thane

community in Panvel.

In the interest of the Bene-Israel community we would like to update about two major court cases that we are fighting for the

Panvel cemetry land build to buliding
contractors: Plot 210 & 217

Panvel Synagogue land sold to building
contractors: Plot 474 and 490

4

Case: 600/2022

The Opponents being the trustees of the said trust are trying to
tlegally dispose of the property in favour of one developer M/s.
City Developers through its owner one Mr Asiam A. P. Munshi
(hereinafier referred to as “the said Developer™). It appears that the
Opponents have executed a Development Agreement dated
31.5.2016 (hereinafier referred to as “the said Development
Agreement”) with the said Developer for Development of the said
propfny and also gave Power of Attomey dated 31052016
(hereinafier referred 1o as “the said Power of Attorney”) in favour
of the said Developer/Mr. Aslam Munshi The Applicants call upon
thf Opponents to produce the said Development Agreement, the
said Power of Attomey and other documents pertaining to the said

We were told about this but no documents sent to
support it, as yet.

Discussion with Mr. Moshe Korlekar

From Panvel Synagogue
During our discussions with Mr. Korlekar he states that the case
is made and the Judge will decide if the claims are valid or fake.
We should wait until a decision is given by a Judge. Until a
judgment is not made there is no point to come to any
conclusions or create false news.
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Cong watulations

The winners of the essay competition
will be announced in the Shaniwar-Teli

due on 1.10.2011

ORT-India has sponsored this
completion to the value of $600

English| Marathi | Hebrew
First $100 $100 S100
Second | S50 S50 S50
Third S50 S50 S50

Shaniwar-Teli eNewsletter sincerely
thanks ORT India for their support and
all the participants. We also thank all
the judges for the effort.

o

ORT-India will contact each winning

participant individually to give them

their winning amounts or arrange to
reach them the same.

All the essays will be digitally printed
in a book form and distributed in the
community as we distribute
Shaniwar-Teli.

There were few interesting ideas
discussed in the essay. It will be
worthwhile to read them one by one
to understand what others think.
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Essay Competition Results, Marathi

EEERUGE R IEUIC R R

TEITT ST F1 7 ~FTATENTAT F9@ [AFET97 FHIF [RSTA7 ZIat, 717 7781

. 7T wiAe =T [

Marathi Essays Writers
Number Name

= 401 Aviva Medekar Lod
Tl 402 ET.3HAT T SO (FTATEHT) -

TETTE e g, SRem d TRTal 3 di- U Tatay S "wHar g |

403 Elias Daniels — Ashdod

A== EEE]:Er IF TO0E TR B HEn. O H T M e 404  Shulmith Moses Gadkar -Thane
- 405 Daniel Reuben Bamnolkar
= =1 = I = [ =
TTiE ST AEmdE-T, Ta! Uihs tadael UF Had Taul Fe e 406  No Name

407 Shoshanna Kolet, Neral (via Shulmith

ol BIE. T BEE "Yetoo FE WRET - TEIGE SHME F6 waE sEee | Kolet)

408 Dorit Ashtamkar — Virar

ToET i e S ot e Ty e SR yn et 409 Neomi Bhoropkar - Ashdod
410 Moses Elijah Jacob Korlekar — Panvel
Beet e ST o BT et 411 Diana Elijah Pingle - Ashdod

412 Rahel Ronen Bhonkar Mumbai
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e wEt aTeE v ey dt A, mEyE v Py s e
iR T e, S wes e, ws IRt e e o et

S b = B = et b e ) o o s e T e o

ST et M- S0ed 4 §Eda SRTea] HIUH- g &1 7
G R 1 e B B B o 1 2 0 o G L G R e e

4 FATONT 7
W ST UWET HITE fea Fied = =ue = Hay e o amn,
TF THyE T T A & e S T fee AR

SRR il e A e s AR T = i e e e e M R i - il
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Marathi: Judge Mr. Noah Massil’s decision

In Israel, an e-mail newspaper called "Shanivar Teli" is published in
Hebrew, English and Marathi. We are proud of it.

In the previous issue, the publishers had announced an essay
competition for Marathi speaking writers. His topic was "How will the
Indian Bene Israel society be in the year 2122?". Editor Mr. Leon
Daniel requested me to join the panel of reviewers. | accepted it.

| read all the essays submitted for the competition. None of
these essays were related to a "given topic". The authors have told
how their ancestors went to India, how they practiced religion there,
how they built prayer halls, what business they did. The information is
written. But using our imaginations, will our Bene Israel society be
organized in the future? Will our future generations be proud of our
Bene Israel community?

In the future, our future generations will be married to people
whose ancestors came from Europe, America, Ethiopia and Arab
countries. Then how will their children tell who are their ancestors?

Contenders could have written essays focusing their thoughts on
many such questions. As an examiner | am conveying this decision to
the editors of "Shanivar Teli". They will announce the results taking
into consideration the decisions of other examiners as well. Hope so.

Yours - Noah Masil, Editor "MyBoli" Trio Magazine, Israel.

2'0n N1 N VOIYN NLV7NN I'NXRINN
"0 ANIMY" oW NNLVFIN INIT [IN'Y NIRY R3I' IRwn
T2 D'NA DNIX .N'XRINIE NN 2NNy

D'2aNN? 0NN nNNN 2y 07" ma 1T 0TI (17
NW' 12 AN AN PR" A 17Y Xwnn SaRaRn MaaT
NN Yzt IRIT IR N )aya "7 2122 nawa nrTinn
T NIX 'M727 .0M7100 7IX897 q0xnY

TAX QX .NINNNY IYAINY Dnknn 7D NX "Xy
N9'0 D"anna 'jIm xwn"7 Nwp ot X7 1770 pnknnn
N2 TX'D ,NT DY 17200 DA TXD LITIAY 101 DAMIAX TXD
NIYXNNA 72X .2IMD yT'!N .IYY DA 70Y TR ,N'7"9N NINYZIX
DXN 7Ty ARNN N7Y 78w N2 nnan oxn LT
v e 1 n'rapa o'Ra 'R DY 0'RaN DDA

D'WIX? O'NIW] I'D' N7 O'NAN DNIETA ,Tya
TR .22V NI A'SI'NK N7 INKXK ,N9N'RN 1Y'Aan DN'NIARY
.DNMIAX DN M ITA' DAY DTN 'K

NN D'TPAND D'IANN MDY 070! 1A DTTINNNN
IT NL7NN 1"AYN X [N .D7X0 NI NI7RYA DAMIAYNN
NIAYNNA )N NIRXIND 2y w71 0N "0 aRnme® DIy
.PY DI P DA D'INX DN 7Y DaMIv7Nna

Axawr "MyBoli” ntwtw 'tan Oy ,'7'on ma - 1w

Both above translations are Google translation.
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Essay Competition Results, English

Note that all the judges received only the number of the essay and not the name.

Judge: Mr. Johnny Jhirad, Dean ORT-India Participants
The final four noteworthy Essay numbers are 101, 103, 105 and 106. English Essay 12 Essays received (Revised 17/7/2022)
These essays are found noteworthy doesn't mean that the judge or Name /Details Number
Shaniwar-Teli agrees with all points in the essays. Lelbana Penlar — sl Lol
Yafeth Uziel Elijah Pingle 102
Simha David —Israel 103
Maximum focus was on the topic of essay viz. future of Bene Israel in Benny Walter 104
the next 100 years as it was the main criteria. Couple of essays were too || SAMSON ELIS JACOB - Israel 105
short to be consider. Many Essays dwelled about the Bene-Israel past Dr. Reuben Daniel Pezarkar —India 106
and present with usual crying or boasting about the community and i}r:niasrz::on 18;
talked very briefly, just one or two points about future of the Solomon Euralkar 109
community. Leo Daniels 110
Anonymous 111
Essay 101. This Essay describes the future of Bene Israel in India and a Ellen Daniels 112
Dr.Yonatan Solomon Kharilkar, Thane 113

vision for 2122 in a positive optimistic tone. Though, how to go about

o " L The Judge has decided not to rank the essays but to choose
achieving it is not put across, it's a good contribution. g y

those essays that were close to the topic given. Each winner
will be awarded $50.00 each (distributing S 200 into four).

Essay 103. This Essay focuses on the practical day to day aspects of life

of Bl people in future. Talks about it in a positive point of view. Aspects C’onq'zatu[atiom
discussed are to do with professions of Bl in future, their trade between || Lebana Penkar - India $ 50.00 | Simha David - Israel $ 50
India and Israel, food, yoga, Ayurveda, Bollywood and radio in Israel. Samson Jacob —Israel $50.00 Ruben Daniel ~India $ 50
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TN 212 I VOIYA NLVNN NN

105,103 ,101 nn jI'x7 D"INAIN DINAND 2NN 950N NYAIN
IXN NUSIYAY MNIX AT |'X [I'¥7 D"INY D'X¥N) 278 DA .106-1
.0"INXNA NITIZIN 72 DY D'NDOoN "70-INIMY

11 ¥ ATIY .1 INKN Y XYUND2 ANTA NfAND DITpnnan
.0"MIP'YA DIMLNIPA AT AT DY NINAN 0w 100-a TR
2V 120YNA NI NIoN .AwN'AY7 FTOn DNYP I'N DNIAXN andD
2V 27270 NNRONNA IX DA TRIY N Y AN avn
TNY 7V DUNY IX DINX 2T 27,020 2OXza NACTEAYagn
Bylhhh!

NN ITIN 78 12 YW ATy IR AIXNN a1 Inxn .101 aon
2V nd%77 'K, DX .NI'N NMN'VSIN ANA 2122 mwh? IThn
.N2IV ANINN AT ,N2YIN X7 AT NAYD

2 Draimirn D'Yyna 0'uana Tpnnn at nkn 103 aan
N Van NTIEM AT 7Y "aTA .TMya Bl 'wax 7w pan

"2 DA2w AN0Y% ,T'Nya Bl-n Nvi¥pn? DMIYR 0IMA 0'0aNn
A T T ,amnex nary iRy e mn

SASIT ;. FTIATHTT STIAT T=1<7€ =T |

e AT Secl@H 1T (e FwATH 101, 103, 105 TTT 106 2. B
ey Searad T seadTd ITAT 3T STHT ATal ot ~rarefter fhar
rfaaTe-aett HergTdier a9 qaamdt agad o,

TR ¢ 00 AW o THTEIAH AT T Haem=ar AuAmET Sredid
STTEd &7 higd ol el IO Al &I MY grar. I Hay F=
FLOITAE GO AgTd gid. 3 [HaeiTed Iq-T8T0d JARD
AT AAATARIBTAEA AgH = TS0l ohal HHIATIEA deTs HIL0
STTOT STAT AT, THETIT=AT TTASATaed H<h Uah (hdlT &
HETAT F4T el el

e 90 ¢ . AT MEYTd ATATdIS IF SHTISAT AT SATfor
TRTIICHS STTATET T 2 ¢ XX AT AT AU el AT, ST,
T G T § THI 5a AT ATel, T § Uk Tl TETET

AL,
fae 903 . BT Mg afasara drsmT Ari=a1 Strar=an

TGN aA (e THAL A& hiwd HLdl, ATATIT THILHE

ZTEH AT AT, AIGCATT AT ATEHT, ATLT AT TETAA
. o . -~ X anN

TTATA ATAT ATATL, 3, TR, AYAR, TGS AT

TATIARE T L= AT=aATefT Fatad @ ==t dhefl Tl A,

Both above translations are Google translation.
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Essay Competition Results, Hebrew
N2V 2NN NN7YUN NIXXIN

DYN NX X71712'NN 190N DX 71 1727 D'09IWN DWW 17 m'w.
Note that all the judges received only the number of the essay and not the name.

w1 T

ONNYN

I'N DINXN DNIA'NN NYX? )XY IND DNIAYN ' NAXKAY DRIYRIN DNIRNND YN YN
21N NIND NAYNA IR /'YR 119'0 NI
NX TNNT N7'0PR7 DNA7 NNk 'RE NPY ATTRRn "aa% Dawnn ivn XN MyT?
NWUI DNR.(XWIDQ 'N'0D TIKN TNX 1IN 'Y NNNY) Nf2RIwD NN niionnl NINN
...07107 NN7¥N2 .NYTN DX 1I'7Y NNYT IRY 2N

1st- 1006 Moshe Charikar - $100.00

3", -1005 Avichi Bhastakar- $50.00

Apart from the first two essays that were really proper essays, unfortunately the other essays
were more of a personal story and/or thought less connections.

In my opinion, the issue is thought provoking about our community and how to really get the
community to implant culture and tradition into Israeli society (even though there was one very
pessimistic essay on the subject). Good luck to everyone... Winners: 1006, 1004 and 1005

I I Maeieaih o @@y TR (e gid Gl 3a< Heel daqheh Ha= ATerh gid AT /
et ==t BT FHT FAT AT 2T

HTAT 0, 2T HET SIAT THEATE RS AT IT THETATAT GEEeH S Iel THTSITd Sehd !l Arior qea<y
ESTATITE FH TN ITETIH JTaEe [S=Asad s g (ST A7 fAvmew us aoiq FAemarar ey gar).

Fatar qe=ar... fasTd : 200%, 200¥ AT 200y
Google Translations

Congratulations

Name Number
Elizabeth Binyamini 1001
M"NX DY 1002
Izaya Ashtemker 1003
Yaniv Ashtamkar 1004-Second
Avichi Bhastakar 1005-Third
Moshe " ¥ |Nn 1006-First

Charikar
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We are looking for help in Hebrew and Marathi articles. More writers are also welcome.

Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible

Follow us on Face book and become our friends: https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1

To Our Readers

1. Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com

2.

W o0 NO U AW

Write to us about any Bl business you run and would like to advertise free

Please send us matrimonial to add to the classified poems and stories (Marathi English Hebrew)
All your suggestions are welcome

Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.

No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.

Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong or

misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private circulation. Only

urpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any abusive language is used
y

against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shaniwar Teli is a collective team. No individual is

responsible.

Coming Dead Line to submit matter for next issue:
Dec 15 2022
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