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Tu B’shevat Greeting & Present to our Readers

Free Present for Bene-lIsrael Community
Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter with kind permission of Mr. Noah
Massil would like to distribute the digital version of an excellent
pocket prayer book “Malida”.
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Above image by Hannock Daniel of RIA. / The Malidah Service of The Bene shaniwarteli@gmail.com

Israel Community. | 17n"ayn 1 (haluzhaivri.org.il)

This book includes prayers you need to read during any Malida including blessing to men, women and the solders.
We will be distributing this digital PDF version that can be downloaded and saved on your phone or print out for safe keeping.
Those who are already receiving Shaniwar Teli news letter by email or WhatsApp will automatically receive them. Others
please send us your email to be added to the list.
shaniwarteli@gmail.com

If you want a hard copy, Mr. Noah Massil has 300 copies for take away. Please let us know.
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Jewish Prayer for Healing: Mi Shebeirach
https://youtu.be/9WgRIAg4xGs O u r Tea m
"Mi Shebeirach" is the traditional prayer for Editor

the sick. This Hebrew phrase "Mi
Shebeirach" begins the prayer, and it
translates to "the One who blessed."

In this prayer, the person reciting it asks the
"One who blessed our ancestors" to bring
complete physical and spiritual healing to
the one for which the prayer is said.
Specifically, the prayer asks for "blessing,
mercy and strength" for the person suffering
from health issues. When reciting this
prayer, you can add the name of the person
or people you know in need of healing.

Here is the English translation of the Hebrew
text of the "Mi Shebeirach":

"May the one who blessed our ancestors,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca,
Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who
are ill [names]. May the Blessed Holy One be
filled with compassion for their health to be
restored and their strength to be revived.
May God swiftly send them a complete
renewal of body and spirit, and let us say,
Amen."

This prayer is often given in Synagogue when
the Torah is read, though it is also used in
other settings, such as before surgery.

Dr. Shulmith Charikar
e-Newsletter creator
Leo Daniels Walwatkar
Adviser
Nissim Moses Talkar
Noah Massil (kar)
Religious Matters
Rabbi Shmuel Ben Shalom
Divekar

Herzal Bhomkar
Elijah Jacob
Moses Korlekar
Solomon Erulkar
Sassooon Phanpapurkar

Ronen Bhonkar

Please pray for Rabbi Shmuel Ben Shalom Divekar who | . Reuben Daniels Pezarkar

is fighting for health and life. He has always stood with Avichai Bhastakar
us as rock. He stopped us from using any Hindu God Sami/Samuel Daniel
images in our publication. He replied to all the Moshe Digodkar
questions of the readers in a very satisfactory way. God
Bless Him and give him long life! Amen.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 6



https://youtu.be/9WgRJAq4xGs

Wall of _Fame for J3ene- /stael

Purely Based on positive landmark contributions made towards the Bene-Israel Community

Architect Joshua Moses
Benjamin Bhonkar (1920-2005)
For the courage to build the
first and only Bene-
Israel/Shaniwar Teli Memorial
in Navgoa.

Haeem Kehimkar (1830-
1909)

For the courage to write and
publish the first book on the
History of the Bene-Israel
Jews/ Shaniwar Teli from
Kokan India.

Nissim Moses Talkar (1943)
Historian Indian Jewish
Heritage and Bene Israel
Genealogy Research for over
68,000 families.

Rabbi Shmuel Ben-
Shalom Divekar (1968) for
the courage to become part
of Israeli Rabbinical team
leaders and introduce the
Marathi Bene-
Israel/Shaniwar Teli prayers
books from Jerusalem.

Noah Massil (kar) (1946)

for the courage to start the
first Marathi “Maiboli”
magazine since 1985 in Israel
that bought together all
Marathi speaking Bene-Israel
/ Shaniwar Teli globally.

Advocate Herzl Levy Bhonkar (1976) for the courage to re-built
the Ambapur synagogue that was in ruins and would have
captured and become home for some other community. His
courage to place the first candle lighting facility at the “Eliyahoo
Hanavi Tap” after hundreds of year of existence of this rock.

Shaniwar Teli will complete two years on 1.1.2022. During these
two years we came across many different characters and colors of
the Shaniwar-Teli community from India Israel Canada Australia
and New-Zealand. We realized many of us show passion towards
doing things for our community but most in of us it is only a “Show
of Passion”. But there are very few amongst us who really have the
passion to leave their landmarks without any selfish motives.

Elijah S Jacob Ashtamkar
(1960)

For the courage to open
the first parents’ home
(old age home) for the
Bene-Israel /Shaniwar Teli.
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Curtesy: Sam & Erna Daniel, New Jersey, USA

Customized-2 & Personalized Postage Stamps of Haim Samuel Kehimkar
& The History of The Bene Israel in India
Courtesy of Gideon Asher Hyvam Kehimkar His Great Grandson

Today Living in The Netherlands
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Shaniwar Teli will complete two years on 1.1.2022. During these two years we came across many different characters and colors of the
Shaniwar-Teli community from India Israel USA Canada Australia and New-Zealand. We realized many of us show passion towards
doing things for our community but most in of us it is only a “Show of Passion”. But there are very few amongst us who really have the
passion to leave their landmarks without any selfish motives.
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Letters & Corrections

Dear Leo, Lastly, I will be grateful if I can
get the number or email of Raigad

Thank you very much for sharing the current Jewish Association. I really

issue. I notice that my name has been appreciate their work.

appearing continuously in the last few issues. Yours truly,

Raamesh Gowri Raghavan
I enjoyed the jokes on graveyards. Although it | Le style, c'est 'homme
makes me feel sad as many of the cemeteries 2 LY
are terribly neglected in Maharashtra. I also
read the article on "Kevrei Tzadikim - Graves
of the Pious". I wonder whether there are any
such graves in Maharashtra?
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To: Saniwar Teli,

I read the article on Konkan Jati with interest. | usually don’t like to write letters

In fact, I woul like to share the link of a book like this but your good newsletter \
written by John Wilson (founder of Wilson has forced me to do so.
College, Mumbai) as follows. This book was Thank you for clarification about the
used extensively by ?ene I_srael to study confusion about Panvel Cemetery
Hebrew and get familiar with Torah and other . .
sacred works. plot details. We kept assuming that > \\f
the Panvel Cemetery was sold by E‘sj
01-The Rudiments of Hebrew Grammar In some Bene-Israel person and the $574
Marathi.pdf building was built over the graves of
our people. But this is not the case.

G This was good to know.

01-The Rudiments of Hebrew o ‘
Grammar In M... Thank you for this information. Also
Other works of John Wilson are available our sincere complements to Herz| of
here: https://johnwilsonpapers.wordpress.com/ | the RJA for wonderful work.

Nissim Kolet From Bene-Epharim
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Dear Leo & Dr. Shulamith,

An Excellent News Letter & very well
Edited.

Thanks for all the additional material
that was added to the original Article. It
really presented it well.

Regarding the Section on the Criticism of
the people of IOBI and there set Up. |
always said that one can kill fore flies
with Honey than with a Fly swatter.

| think all that criticism of the
organization, their activities and their
administrators only aggravates an
already bad situation.

Please remember once a battle is
initiated and no matter how well
planned it is you never know, how it will
end.

How Does all his criticism help us? Let us
try and unite our people we have all of
us suffered enough of discrimination by
others to cause infighting among our
own people. Like a Christian Church

congregation singing hymns we all have
to sing & do things in unison.

Please Let us stop this infighting and tell
all those petty minded persons to take a
hike to hell by the shortest path We are
going to Unite as a people.

Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage & Bene
Israel Genealogy Research

Thank you Nissim. We will take your
advise very seriously.

A spoonful of honey will

\'3_

catch more flies than a
gallon of vinegar.

Benjamin Franklin

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume #9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 10




Shaniwar Teli: Page 19 of the last issue. The below article got delayed by the sender before the last issue was released. It clarifies the event as it should be.
We had described it as a training course from the lack of information on time while it was a competition. We request everyone to send the matter in time.

Wi i vy

groe 'y

Hello, My name is Mishael Akleker - everyone calls
me mish. | am a 26 year old industrial and financial
consultant, climate change advocate and | like to
dabble in writing and digital artwork in my spare
time. | live in Sheffield, in the United Kingdom and my
beautiful family is back home in Mumbai. My little
family consists of my mom who's is a super mom
whenever she’s not being a super woman and my
little kid brother and bestie who has a passion for
faith.

Recently | did something out of character, and
decided to take part in an international competition
organized by the international internship university in
association with the eco training Center (Sweden).
The competition was centered around the theme
“building an inclusive future” and participants had
the option of choosing the medium they wanted to
work with.

The challenge was interesting and although my
primary medium is charcoal and pencil, | was recently
exploring the use of the digital medium. The main
focus within the theme was the “sustainable
development Goals” that have been standing pillars
of the United Nations to combat climate change. Each
goal represented a unique challenge that would have
a long standing negative Implication on us and our

future generations if we do not address it and
implement solutions to it.

The biggest challenge was being able to capture
these goals. Although you were allowed to focus
on one goal, | couldn’t possible decide which one.
Each one needed to be represented in its own way
but | couldn’t do multiple entries. | needed to fit
everything into one submission, one piece of art.

| spent a few days thinking about this theme.
Thinking about the vast disparities between those
of us trying to fight for the climate and those
sitting in their own siloed world, cutting
themselves from the worlds troubles and
surrendering any responsibility they had as
humans.

| thought about how conflicted the earth must
feel, as our Mother Earth. Wanting to love her
children, those who live in her shelter land
protection vs trying to protect herself from the fire
and discord we throw at her.

The conflicting relationship, of saving vs
destroying, of loving vs hating, of what could be vs
what is - this is the depiction | wanted to my art to
have.

And so | created a piece where two people were
doing the only thing that could be done in a
situation of despair: giving each other a hug.

One person represents the current state of our
world, filled with chaos, political agendas and
biases towards to fulfil greed at the expense of the

planet, it's resources, it’s animals and humans.

And the other to represent a world where we
looked after the world, as it looks after us.

| got to work on this piece and ultimately just
made the submission deadline,

Myself and hundreds of other participants had
submitted their pieces, all with some vision of
representing a way in which we could be an
inclusive and good society.

| was extremely pleased when my name was called
as one of the winners. Everyone who had taken
part were brilliant and put everything into this
competition. Taking part in something that
advocates for a good change, fills you up with the
zeal to take more action, be more involved.

Since then | have also given up on eating fish and
advocating for more people to be aware of terrible
sea piracy that happens around the world. If our
oceans die, we will all die. | can only hope to
continue making personal changes so that | a
accountable to the planet, taking part in
competitions and awareness campaign and
contributing to make our world an inclusive place
where both humans and nature work together
sustainably.

The winners were announced on zoom and a
certificate were handed to each of the
participants.

| hope, if you are reading this, that you start taking
action in our fight our planet for ours and every
future generation to come.

Thank you, Mish
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Letter from the Editor

Letter from the creator of the e-newsletter

Dear Reader,

Shaniwar Teli E- newsletter was started with the main
purpose to get Bene Israels settled around the world to come
together and express their views. Hence we publish all letters
received from our readers. We have no grudge against any
group or person.

We pray for the speedily recovery of Rabbi Shmuel Ben
Shalom Divekar. May good health envelop you, spurring a
quick recovery. We will at present miss his advice, guidance
and assistance in our religious section.

Our team at Shaniwar Teli would like to wish you all a Happy
2022. The year 2022 will help us to obliterate Covid-19, the
Delta and Omicron coronavirus variants which is spreading
across the world.

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family and friends
of Rabbi Abraham Benjamin Mendrekar of Thane who left us
on the 13th December 2021. He was a wonderful and gentle
soul and will forever remain in the hearts of his students and
friends. May God give him eternal rest; Amen. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his children and family members during
this painful time.

Dr. Shulmith Charikar,
Editor
Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter

Dear Readers,

The new years for the trees is coming soon and every Bene-
Israel family will be saying Maida. With this issue we are
including a PDF of the Malida book composed by respectable
Bene-Israel leader Mr. Noah Massil. You can download these
prayers on your phone so that it is available handy. It will also
be avilabe on our Facebook under Album: Malida

This is the most complete book for the Malidi prayers with all
the blessing towards the end. Please enjoy this useful present
from Shaniwar Teli and Mr. Noah Massil.

When we speak of Heritage of Bene-Israel; Mr. Haim Samuel
Kehimkar known as the “Father of Bene-Israel people”; his
grave should be an important monument for our community.

We are in the process of rediscover this segment of our
heritage and we will keep your informed.

We are proud to be now associated with Mr. Noah Missil who
now has a page of his in Shaniwar Teli.

At the same time we welcome Mr. Elijah Jacob (Ex- Director
of AJDC, India) to become part of this e-newsletter and will be
free to write his thoughts in his page.

Leo Daniels Walwatkar,
Creator of the Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter. i
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Bene-Israel “Living Legend”

“Match Maker” is a very common profession for older ladies. They work through word of
mouth. During 1984 Mrs. Rezina Jacob Daniels Walwatkar; a gynecology nurse by
profession, who had already arranged several marriages in the Bene-Israel community
noticed a new demand for match making in the Bene-Israel community coming from
outside India; Israel, Canada and USA. It was then that she officially advertised her
profession of a Match Maker in the Bene-Israel community.

Born in 1938, today she is 83years old and just in beginning of this year a couple got
married which happened to be her 101th match. She claims not one of her match has ever
taken a divorce.

Currently she has matched some 20 more couples from all over India Israel USA Canada
and Australia. She hopes all of them will come through, but it takes time, she says. In olden
days parents decided, but today boys and girls want to meet and spend time together.
They also like first to live-in-together. Sometimes she says the boys and girls get married
but don’t even inform her or say thank you. But she says she did her job towards the
community.

Her advise to the new immigrants coming from India is to get married first in India and then
come. The reason is that the Israeli Bene-Israel children who have grown up in Israel in a
very different environment, especially due to the army service. Indians find it very difficult
to adjust to Israeli culture, especially when a marriage is involved. An Indian husband will
not work at home and this is completely not acceptable by Israeli girls. Israeli girls don’t like
to cook Indian food. They prefer spaghetti and meat balls or Shredded chicken and
spaghetti. She will not make “Kanji Bhatt” like Indian like. Mainly they get divorced and the
law here supports ladies and throws out the husband from home.

2l

Mrs. Rezina Daniels Walwatkar.
Award winning Nurse of BMC.
Felicitation by the Bene-Israel
community for winning the best
nurse award from BMC.
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And God forbid if Indian husband raises hands on an Israeli
wife (as they have seen their parents do it) she will call the
police and he will go straight to the jail and his career is
finished. So every family should take this in to account.

In Israel boys like to live with girls in live-in before deciding
to go for marriages. It can be good news or bye-bye. This is
acceptable by an Israeli girl too but very difficult for Indian
parents and especially the girl.

Those Israeli girls who do not do army but go for
“Community Service” as they are religious; they are very
orthodox, normally coming from religious schools and an
Indian husband for them is the strangest animal they have
never seen. He will have to go for several counseling with
her Rabbi before he can even touch her.

Rezina mentions that she has list of several boys and girls
who are immigrants and are not getting married for years.
People immigrate to Israel thinking that their children will
find partners in Israel as so many Bene-Israel’s families live
in Israel. But their children are a different breed; far far
away from Indian mentality culture manners and heritage.

Many parents call her for their children saying that they are
handling their child’s marriage and the boy or girl
interested should contact them. This attitude does not
work in Israel or outside India. No one will be ready to talk
to the parents as they think this is interference.

Has arranges 101 marriages in the Bene-Israel
community and still going on.

If you are Bene-Israel and want to
get married, send me a email.
rezinadaniel@yahoo.com
AT AA-ZHTAA AATA AN AT T
T=aga 9T 97 v U R
9T34T. rezinadaniel@yahoo.com
D'¥N DNKXE 7R 0 DR DX

SN 7 Inun  Innnin®
rezinadaniel@yahoo.com

e TTe TITE SALTAAHT A4-sALAA AT
s faarg 7+ " v 8
+972-52.5747486 TISIEA.

rezinadaniel@yahoo.com

Shaniwart Teli is proud felicitating Rezina for her unique
services to the Bene-Israel community and this quarter’s
“Living Bene-Israel Legend Crown” goes to her.

'50127 ra fu/z;ffon)"
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2" Marriages : should | re-marry?
In Rezina’s opinion children pay a very important role in second marriages. If the children are small,
up to 13, one is more free to take a decision but with grown up children, it becomes complicated;

specially in India.

In Israel the society is open minded and Bene-Israel children grown up in Israel want their single
parent to re-marry. These children themselves would look for new partner for their single parents.
But in India children don’t even consider this option. It is not even an option due to the unwritten
society laws in India.

Many widows do not want to marry in Israel because they think now another man will come in their
life and demand her to cook and take care of him. They reject the re-marriage idea.

A live-in relationship:

A live-in relationship not only gives the couple an opportunity to know the
partner without having to engage into a legally binding relationship but also L ,
excludes the chaos of family drama and lengthy court procedures in case the L|Ve-|n
couple decides to break up. Divorce rate in Israel is 27%.

Relationship
legitimate or not

In Israel, live-in relation is also a bi-product of the marriage laws in Israel that
supports only women after marriage and man would be asked to leave the
home and she gets first priority.

Penkar : Koletkar do you know what do a hurricane, a tornado, a
fire, and a divorce have in common?

Koletkar: No. What?

Penkar: They are four ways you can lose your house!”
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Why Bene-Israel Boys and Girls from India and Israel don’t find partners in each other.

Indian Girl Israeli-Girl
Love Iniia % Isra?l Loves lsraal
Grows with India values ' ;
Accepts arranged marriages Dcm_; underztan;ﬂ Indian vaIuES
Accepts parents suggestjons Considers arranged marrage a shame
- e Parents interference not acceptable
Virgenity is holy ) - )
Virgenity means nothing
Is ready too cook Cooking, dishs, cleaning is job of both
er.f ::P_uldrn:—:-_n 'Ef wife's job Both should grow child from changing dipers
Man hitting wife is acceptable Man is out of home if he hits wife

When Israeli girls go to army their fathers buy them condom and tell them not to come home preganat.
Indian girls dare not talk about these issues with any one. No parents nor relatives.

Indian Boy Israeli Boy

Looking for a Israeli girl
Live-In relation is a must
Girl should be a strong in nature
Don't prefer virgen girls
Want to share all family responsiblities
Don't like parents or in-laws interference

Looking for a Indian girl

Prefers a arranged marriage
Girls should be shy and polite

Wants a virgn girl
Looking for girl who will cook
clean do dishes and take care
of children

Rezina remembers a marriage she had arranged many years ago between an Israeli Bene-Israel
boy with a girl form India. The boy Awaskar born in Israel got married to a Waskar girl from

India (an arranged marriage). In this marriage almost 30 young Bene-Israel Israeli boys came for
the marriage to India who were friends and relatives of the boy. As Indian Bene-Israel girls are
not as open as Israeli girls, for the day of the mendhi and next day marriage these 30 Israeli boys
came with 30 road side prostitutes whom they had hired for 30 hours. Further they did not
admit that there was something wrong with it. They kept saying what girls do to live is their
personal matter. We have no rights to question them. It was very strange site with these girls
dancing with the boys from Israel. Later one of the boy married a girl and took her to Israel.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume #9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 16



Jsene-/stael winner of

Ashoka Chakra

Curtesy:

Mr. Nissim Moses

The Historian & Genealogist of
the Bene Israel Community

The Ashoka Chakra is India's highest peacetime military
decoration awarded for valour, courageous action or self-
sacrifice away from the battlefield. It is the peacetime
equivalent of the Param Vir Chakra, and is awarded for the
"most conspicuous bravery or some daring or pre-eminent
valour or self-sacrifice" other than in the face of the enemy.
The decoration may be awarded either to military or civilian.

Lt. Col Robin-Mayer Joseph
Solomon Talkar (1962)

Won the Most Prestigious and
Highest award for Gallantry in the
Indian Armed Forces - the
Prestigious “Ashoka Chakra Medal”
in 1962 from the President of
India His Excellency Servarpali
Radhakrishnan.

We Bene-Israel are
proud of you Lt. Col
Robin-Mayer Joseph
Solomon Talkar.
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Where is the Grave of the Father of Bene-Israel;

Mr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar?

We searched and asked a lot of people if they knew where the grave of Mr. H.S. Kehimkar was. To our surprise no one knew
this informagation. Finally we asked our adviser and Bene-Israel Historian Mr. Nissim Moses and quickly we got the following

information from him. This grave is very important site for our Shaniwar Teli / Bene-Israel Heritage.

Dear Leon,

See here a copy of my of the Page on Haeem
Samuel Kehimkar from my Family tree Records.
Note he lived and worked from the Property of
The Israelite School, now renamed as The Sir Eli
Kadoorie School in Mazagon Bombay which was
the only cemetery operating in Bombay at that
time.

Regards

Nissim Moses
We further sent this information to Mr. Elijah Jacob and this is the
reply we received.

“The cemetery has closed down. | will check with
one of our community members whether we can
get access and locate this grave.”

This grave/site needs to be built into a Memorial.
Shaniwar Teli is requesting anyone interested? If
yes, we will help raise money)shaniwarteli@gmail.com

‘ Main

Person

Gender:
First name(s):

Last name:

Birth
Date:

Place:

[+] Deceased
Date:

Place:

Cause of death:

Buried at:

: Haeem Samuel Jacob Kehimkar

i® Male (JFemale () Unknown

| Haeem Samuel Jacob

| Kehimkar

| 1830

| Alibagh, Konkan India

| Oct 9 1907

| Bombay, India

| Buried in Mazagon Cemetry, Bombay, India
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Bene Israel cemetery in Mazgaon, Mumbail

Our Cultural Heritage

INDIA, Mumbai (Bombay). Bene-Israel Cemetery, Mazgaon. (2009) - JewishPhotoLibrary (smugmug.com)

In 1875, “The Bene Israel Benevolent Society for Promoting
Education” established the “Israelite School”, an English-language
primary school which developed into a high school in 1892.

In the 1930s the school became known as the “Elly Kadoorie School”
after its benefactor, and taught its pupils, most of whom were Jewish,
Hebrew as well as English and Marathi.

Today, the school has become a Marathi-language school in which
none of the pupils are Jewish. The Israelite School Old Students’
Union, which later became known as the Maccabean Fellowship, was
established in 1917 and in its heyday in the 1950s it attracted
hundreds to social gatherings.

- NO_ADMISSION |

: W}THOUT FERMISSION
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A memorable meeting with Mr. Aaron Shapurkar

Leo Daniels
“When someone does not say his “Kar” he becomes a “No-kar” — a servant/slave of other
religion and culture.” — Aaron David Shapurkar

Perhaps then | was 15 when my dad sent me to Magen Hassidim in Bombay to pay for a
Haskava. It was about 11 AM when | reached the synagogue. | noticed the office manager
was in the synagogue arranging candles. He asked me to wait.

As | waited | saw an old man sitting outside the office. He asked me “Who are you young
“man. | did not know him so rudely replied “I am sure you don’t know me.” He replied “Try
me. What is your family name?” | said “Daniels”. “No” he said. “The kar?” “ We don’t use our
kar” | replied promptly. He smiled and replied; but you know it? | said “yes; Walwatkar”.

Two more questions and he told me about my father mother grandparents from both sides
including where we lived and to what synagogue our family went. | was surprised how well
he knew my whole family just from our family “Kar”.

Meanwhile the office manager came back and | paid and took the bill. As | left the office the same old man called me “Son,
come sit with me”. | looked at the office manager who smiled to hint that go sit with him. So | quietly sat next to him. He then
told me his name. “My name is Aaron Shapurkar. Like you, | am also a Bene-Israel. | am a teacher”. He told me the schools
and synagogues where he taught. But then he said something that | never forgot. “Son, never be ashamed of your “Kar”. Be
proud of it.”

This was the first time | heard how our “Kar”’name were linked to the village where we came from; and how the villages were

linked to the tribe of “Shaniwar Teli” (first time that | heard this name) and how the “Shaniwar Teli” were linked to the Jewish
religion. “Those who forget their “Kar” god takes away their blessing from them. Only traitors of the community remove their
“Kar” and get curses of and most suffering deaths” he said.
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Our Bene-Israel Heritage
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Humor: Donuts & Hanukah
The Hidden Menace

As we approach Hanukah there is this incident that | never forget.

In all work places a Hanukah Party is essential where the Hanukah is lit followed by a
donut party.

Sarit a coworker who stood beside me in one such party took a donut and started
rotating it with her fingers. This went on for a long time until finally she decided that
this was the correct place to take the first bite into the delicious donut. And she
dared it.

Splash .... jam sprang out of the donut all over her mouth.

Finally she observed | was looking at her and gave me an embarrassing smile.

“I never get it right” Sarit said “ it is just like finding mines; you know hidden bombs in
the ground, when you step on them it can just blow up killing you”. She took another
bite no more worried about the mess on her face and said “In army | was trained to
locate hidden mines and | always found them... (laugh’s and continues) that is why |
am still alive .... (laugh’s again). Then taking another bite she continued “But | never
succeed in guessing where the jam is hidden in the donuts!”

Thinking of it isn’t she right. You just don’t know when the hidden jam will spring out!
Some time you eat half of the donut and no jam comes out and you just start getting
disappointed that there is no jam in it, splash and the jam is all over you mouth with
the next bite. Sarit’s comparing jam in donut it to hidden mines made a permanent
impression that comes back to me every Hanukkah as | start biting in to donut.
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15 Types Of Smiles
And
What They Actually Mean

15 Types Of Smiles (And What They Actually Mean) (herway.net)
Curtesy: Sam & Erna Daniel, NJ, USA

What are Israelis proudest about?

A lone soldier died in battle a few years ago. His parents flew to
Israel from the US to participate in their son’s funeral to be held at
midnight.

They told a friend that they feared that they would be alone in this
late night funeral. The friend published it in WhatsApp. 20,000 men
women and children arrived at the funeral and many more could
not because the roads were blocked by the crowd. The parents
were surprised why there was such heavy traffic at this time of
night. “ITS FOR YOUR SON'S FUNERAL" said the police officer who
tried to make way for them!

Me and my family were among those waiting for hours to honor a
boy we didn’t know.

THAT'S WHAT | AM PROUD OF!

The rest is just hard work.

The soldier name is Sean Carmeli. RIP!

Jony Papini
electronics robotics specialist

Leaders change. Time waits for no one. USA thought only
Trump can lead it. Israel thought only BB can lead it. But no
one man can make a difference in democracy. This is because
democratic countries have polices and agreements between
them. Change of party governing the country can make
changes in new decisions but cannot change the older
agreements. All agreements between Israel and India
continue to hold and so does all policies between USA and
Israel. USA is thought to be no more the most powerful
country in the world but no other country has replaced it.
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How did the 8 hours work day start

It is known facts that most of the laws
followed by this world are made by
Jews. Starting from the Ten
Commandments given to Prophet Moses
to the public tax law introduced by King
Solomon.

Slaves had to work 24 hours a day based
on the mercy of their masters. Slavery
was widespread in the ancient world
which dates back as far as 3500 BC. They
would get food clothing and shelter in
trade for their service as slave.

South Carolina established its slave code
in1712:

Slaves were forbidden to leave the owner's property
unless they obtained permission or were
accompanied by a white person.

1. Any slave that try to run away and leave the
colony received death penalty as the
punishment.

2. Any slave who evaded capture for 20 days
or more was to be publicly whipped for the
first offense; branded with the letter R on the
right cheek for the second offense; lose one
ear if absent for 30 days for the third
offense; and castrated for the fourth offense.

3. Owners refusing to abide by the slave code
were fined and forfeited ownership of their

5. Slave homes were searched every two
weeks for weapons or stolen goods. Punishment for
violations included loss of ears, branding, nose-
slitting and death.

6. No slave was allowed to work for pay, or to
plant corn, peas or rice; or to keep hogs, cattle, or
horses; or to own or operate a boat; to buy or sell
or wear clothes finer than "Negro cloth."

In 1884, Tom Mann a Jewish man joined
the Social Democratic Federation (SDF)

and published a pamphlet calling for the
working day to be limited to eight hours.

Mann formed an organization, the Eight
Hour League, which successfully
pressured the Trades Union Congress to
adopt the eight-hour day as a key goal.

Future

The Case for the
6-Hour Workday

Many experts are now talking about 6
hours work day. Many universities are
experimenting on this possibility.

There are some interesting arguments
to support this cause. Firstly that the law
was passed in 1884 and since then there
is automation in every profession.

A ship can now be unloaded but
automation; manufacturing lines
produce products faster and in larger
guantity. An office worker now types on
software and saves on electronic discs,
automatic vans clean the streets.
Employees have no time with their
families; they spend hours in traffic, no
worker actually works 8 hours a day.

There is a suggestion that in addition to
the week end there should be another
day off.
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Why do Indian people refer strangers as Uncle & Aunty?

It is because younger people tend to refer to elders by ‘Aunty’ or ‘Uncle’ rather
than by their names or as Mr. and Ms.to give them respect as they are elder.
Among Indian communities worldwide, Aunty and Uncle are commonly used to
refer to elders even if they are not relatives.

The non Bene-Israel community failed to understand that it was a way of giving
respect to the elderly’s. They could not understand how every Bene-Israel man
not from the family was an uncle and and every women aunty. Uncle means
brother of your father and aunty would mean his wife. So how everyone was
your uncle and aunty.

In Hebrew Uncle & Aunty are Dod & Doda and they were real relatives. In other
communities they did not call everyone from their community Dod & Doda.
With respect they referred man as Adon (Gentalman) or Givarat (Lady).

As newer generation children of Israel grew up in schools and later in army
they shared and leant the cultures of each other; it went down with time that
Uncle and Aunty are common names for Bene-Israel’s. It has become very
popular with Arab and Israeli shops. As soon as they see a Bene-Israel entering
their shop they will shout out a greeting; Kasa kai Uncle!! Or Kasa kai Aunty.

Some Bene-Israel people don’t mind and take it in good sprit but some of the
Bene-Israel feel very insulted. They feel when Israeli call them Uncle or Aunty it
is not out of respect (as we do in India) but more out of discrimination. They
don’t like being called uncle or aunty. They will never go to that shop again and
talk to every one about how the shop owner insulted them.

) 900IN 'R NONDP | T
Kasa kai Uncle -

HIl hlg AP O

So what if he called
you Uncle?
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“Shaniwar Teli”

Noah Massil
Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter is very proud to be associated with Noah Massil.

Dear readers, Greetings!
| was very happy to read the "Shaniwar Teli" News letter. | congratulate the editors, writers and publishers. By the way, for the
information of the young people among us, "Shaniwar Teli" is the nickname for the "Beni Israel" community who came to India about

2300 years ago.

You have some information about our encounter with the Hindu religion, among which the Jews lived with mutual respect for
thousands of years and from there the origin of the name "Shaniwar Teli":

The Hindu religion defines 4 classes, whoever is born to a certain class will belong to it until the end of his life:

1. Bramhin — Priests

2. Kashtria - Warriors

3. Vayishi - Business Owners

4. Kshudra - low class, cleaning workers

Among the professionals were farmers, carpenters, builders and more. Among other things, there

were also oil men, in Marathi they were called "Teli". They would use a millstone that a bull would

spin. They produced sesame oil, peanuts, coconut and more. : :
Among the professionals were farmers, carpenters, builders and more. Among other things, there were also oil men, in Marathi they
were called "Teli". They would use a millstone that a bull would spin. They produced sesame oil, peanuts, coconut and more.

In the pre-shit period of the First Temple, being an olive oil presser was a common occupation of the Jews, and from the Holy Land fine
olive oil was exported to all Arab countries. Thus at that time, the first of our ancestors who came to India, dominated and excelled in
this profession and began to engage in it. They made a living from it, also in India, with great success.

The Hindu oil pressers did not work on Mondays, because according to their belief the bull carries the god "Shiva" and Monday is Shiva's
day, so on this day they gave rest to the bulls.
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When the first "Bnei Israel" entered the oil business in India, they were nicknamed "Shaniwar Tali", in order to differentiate between
them and the Hindu oil pressers. "Shaniwar" means Saturday, the Jews did not work on Shabbat and therefore earned this nickname.
The meaning of the nickname also indicates that no one disturbed the Jews to keep the Sabbath. Unlike many countries around the
world, no one has prevented Jews from observing the rules and rituals of Judaism. In India there was no anti-Semitism towards them
and they lived in peace alongside with many sects and religions.

Most Jews lived and made a decent living in India, did not assimilate among other religions and did not interfere in local politics. They

relied on biblical stories passed down from generation to generation, on the basic prayers, the Jewish holidays and prayed "for the next
year in built Jerusalem."

In view of the good atmosphere and the good relations with the locals, the "Bene Israel” natives of India were not required to struggle
or travel in the desert to ascend to the Holy Land. With the help of our Lord we came here on "Eagles' Wings" - our "El Al" planes.
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Yes, Nagaland is home to a tiny, cute population of Jewish too! — Eastern Mirror (easternmirrornagaland.com)

EMN
Dimapur, May 9

Really, who knew? There are Jewish persons living in Nagaland too. Nagaland could be a fairly interesting
spot for cultural anthropologists considering the state’s complex network of race and peoples each with
distinct culture, religion, cuisine and social representations.

While peoples of various and myriad faiths and cultures-including Europeans and East Asians-have a
commaon and visible presence in predominantly-Christian Nagaland, this perhaps might be the first time
one could decidedly point to the presence of a Jewish community. And they are a tiny, tiny population-
not even 100 of them.

On May 4, the government released data showing the population of Jews in India. The data provided by
Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi. the Minister of State for Minority Affairs, to the Lok Sabha shows that are only
about 2, 389 Jewish persons in the subcontinent’s 1.252 billion (2013). In the northeast, the highest number
of the community can be found in Manipur (859) and Mizoram (805). In Nagaland, there are only 71 Jewish
persons residing in the state, according to the data. They comprise 34 males and 37 femnales.

The minister said that a proposal was received from the Jewish community seeking grant of minority
status. The office of the Registrar General of India has informed that the population of Jews /Tudaism

religious community as per 2011 census has vet to be published, the minister said.

The minister said that Judaism has been classified under the category “Other Religion and Persuasion” in
the Census of India. ‘No time line has been fixed by the central government to take a decision to declare
Jewish community as minority community, Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi told the Lok Sabha.

The Jews, also known as the Jewish people, are an ethno-religious group originating from the Israelites,
or Hebrews. of the Ancient Near East. Jewish ethnicity, nationhood and religion are strongly interrelated,
as Judaism is the traditional faith of the Jewish nation while its observance varies from strict observance
to complete nonobservance.

The modern state of lsrael was established as a Jewish state and defines itself as such in its Basic Laws. Its
Law of Return grants the right of citizenship to any Jew who requests it. Israel is the only country where
Jews are a majority of the population.
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Philosophy of Life: What Is a Personal Philosophy?
(A guide who want to open business or become leaders)

You make daily choices to work towards a goal. Smaller
goals guide your days, while long-term goals guide months
and years of your life. All of those goals are based on your
core values, which determine the rules you live by.

Those rules are known as your personal philosophies. Some
of these philosophies may be tied to your religion or culture,
but philosophies vary from person to person even within
those frameworks.

You can base your personal philosophy on the following
guestions:
What are you passionate about? Or what inspires you?

1. How would you describe your ideal life?

2. What elements or values do your passions and
ideal life have in common?

3. What habits do you have that relate to those
values?

4. How would you sum up your goals and outlook
on life, using these values?

Now you have a general idea of what it is, how do you write a
personal philosophy? We've outlined a few steps to help you
if you don’t know where to start.

« Start with a list of 10 to 20 personal values.

« Narrow down your list to 3 to 5 core values.

« Think about why each of these values is so important
to you. For each one, write about how you put those

values into daily practice.

« Connect each value to your long-term goals and
aspirations.

« Write a few sentences about how these values
define and guide you.

« Condense those into one sentence that sums up
your primary motivation.

What are core values? If you need help in the list of
core values to choose from; use this link to choose from 400
values. Be sincere to mark each value. Don’t mark because it
sounds nice. Mark only if you genuinely feel so.
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https://liveboldandbloom.com/05/values/list-of-values#0-what-are-core-values

THE ULTIMATE LIST OF 400 PERSONAL VALUES

ABILITY
ABUNDANCE
ACCEPTANCE

ACCOMPLISHMENT
ACHIEVEMENT
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
ADAPTABILITY
ADEQUACY
ADROITNESS
ADVENTURE
AFFECTION
AFFLUENCE
ALERTMNESS
ALIVEMNESS
AMBITION
AMUSEMENT
ANTICIPATION
APPRECIATION
APPROACHABILITY
ARTFULMESS
ARTICULACY
ASSERTIVENESS
ASSURANCE
ATTENTIVENESS
ATTRACTIVENESS
AUDACITY
AVAILABILITY
AWAREMNESS
AWE
BALANCE
BEAUTY
BEING-NESS
BELOMGINGMESS
BENEVOLENCE
BLISSFULNESS
BOLDNESS
BRAVERY
BRILLIANCE
BRISKNESS
BUOYANCY
CALMNESS
CAMARADERIE
CANDOR
CAPABILITY
CARE
CAREFULNESS
CERTAINTY
CHALLENGE
CHARITY
CHARM

You can mark this list and send it to us by email shaniwarteli@gmail.com and we can help you

CHASTITY
CHEERFULNESS
CLARITY
CLASSY
CLEAMLINESS
CLEVERNESS
CLOSENESS
COGMNIZANCE
COMFORT
COMMITMENT
COMPASSION
COMPETEMNCE
COMPLACENCY
COMPLETION
COMPOSURE
COMCENTRATION
CONFIDENCE
CONFORMITY
COMGRUENCY
CONNECTION
CONSCIOUSNESS
CONSISTENCY
COMTENTMEMNT
CONTINLITY
CONTRIBUTION
CONTROL
CONVICTION
CONVIVIALITY
COOLMESS
COOPERATION
COPIOUSNESS
CORDIALITY
CORRECTNESS
COURAGE
COURTESY
CRAFTINESS
CREATIVITY
CREDIBILITY
CUNNING
CURIOSITY
DARING
DECISIVENESS
DECORUM
DEEPMESS
DEFERENCE
DELICACY
DELIGHT
DEPENDABILITY
DEPTH
DESIRE

DETERMINATION
DEVOTIOM
DEVOUTNESS
DEXTERITY
DIGMNITY
DILIGENCE
DIPLOMACY
DIRECTION
DIRECTHMESS
DISCERNMENT
DISCRETION
DISCIPLINE
DISCOVERY
DISCRETION
DIVERSITY
DREAMING
DRIVE
DuTyY
DYNAMISM
EAGERMESS
ECONOMY
ECSTASY
EDUCATION
EFFECTIVENESS
EFFICIENCY
ELATION
ELEGANCE
EMPATHY
ENCOURAGEMENT
ENDURANCE
ENERGY
ENJOYMENT
EMLIGHTENMENT
ENTERTAINMENT
EMTHUSIASM
EXACTMNESS
EXMCELLENCE
EXCITEMENT
EXHILARATION
EXPECTANCY
EXPEDIENCY
EXPERIENCE
EXPERTISE
EXPLORATION
EXPRESSIVENESS
EXTRAVAGANGE
EXTROVERSION
EXUBERANCE
EVOLUTION
FACILITATING

FAIRNESS
FAITH
FAME

FASCINATION
FASHION
FEARLESSNESS
FIDELITY
FINENESS
FINESSE
FIRMNESS
FITHNESS
FLEXIBILITY
FLOW
FLUENCY
FLUIDITY
FOCUS
FORTITUDE
FRANKNESS
FREEDOM
FRIENDLINESS
FRUGALITY
FUN
GALLANTRY
GENEROSITY
GENTILITY
GEMUINENESS
GIVING
GRACE
GRATEFULMNESS
GRATITUDE
GREGARIOUSNESS
GROWTH
GUIDANCE
HAPPINESS
HARMOMNY
HEALTH
HEART
HELPFULNESS
HEROISM
HOLINESS
HONESTY
HONOR
HOPEFULNESS
HOSPITALITY
HUMILITY
HUMOR
HYGIENE
IMAGINATION
IMPACT
IMPARTIALITY

THE ULTIMATE LIST OF 400 PERSONAL VALUES

IMPECCABILITY
INDEPENDENCE
INDUSTRY
INMGENUITY
INQUISITIVENESS
INSIGHTFULNESS
INGPIRATION
INSTINCTIVENESS
INTEGRITY
INTELLIGENCE
INTENSITY
INTIMACY
INTREPIDNESS
INTROVERSION
INTUITION
INTUITIVENESS
INVENTIVENESS
JOY
JUDICIOUSNESS
JUSTICE
KEENNESS
KINDNESS
KNOWLEDGEABLEN
ESS
LAVISHNESS
LEADERSHIP
LEARNING
LIBERATION
LIBERTY
LIVELINESS
LOGIC
LONGEWVITY
LOWVE
LOYALTY
MAJESTY
MASTERY
MATURITY
MEEKNESS
MELLOWMNESS
METICULOUSNESS
MINDFULMNESS
MODERATION
MODESTY
MOTIVATION
MYSTERIOUSNESS
NEATMNESS
NERVE
OBEDIENCE
OPEN-MINDEDNESS
OPENMESS
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OPTIMISM
OPULENCE
ORDER
ORGANIZATION
ORIGIMALITY
OUTLAMDISHMESS
OUTRAGEOUSHNESS
PASSION
PEACEFULNESS
PERCEPTIVENESS
PERFECTION
PERSEVERANCE
PERSISTENCE
PERSUASIVENESS
PHILANTHROPY
PIETY
PLAYFULNESS
PLEASANTNESS
PLEASURE
PLENTIFUL-NESS
POISE
FOLISH
POPULARITY
POTENCY
PRACTICALITY
PRAGMATISM
PRECISION
PREEMINENCE
FPREPAREDNESS
FPRESENCE
PRIVACY
PROACTIVITY
PROFICIENCY
PROFESSIONALISM
PROSPERITY
PRUDENCE
PUNCTUALITY
PURITY
QUALIFICATION
QUIETHNESS
QUICKMNESS
REALISM
READIMESS
REASON
RECOGHNITION
RECREATION
REFINEMEMNT
REFLECTION
RELAXATION
RELIABILITY

RESILIENCE
RESOLUTION
RESOLVE
RESOURCEFULNESS
RESPECT
RESTFULMESS
RESTRAINT
REVERENCE
RICHNESS
RIGOR
SACREDNESS
SACRIFICE
SAGACITY
SAINTLINESS
SANGUINITY
SATISFACTION
SECURITY
SELF-CONTROL
SELFLESSMESS
SELF-REALIZATION
SELF-RELIANCE
SENSITIVITY
SENSUALITY
SERENITY
SERVICE
SEXUALITY
SHARING
SHREWDNESS
SIGMIFICANCE
SILENCE
SILLINESS
SIMPLIGITY
SINCERITY
SKILLFULNESS
SMARTNESS
SOPHISTICATION
SOLIDARITY
SOLIDITY
SOLITUDE
SOUNDMNESS
SPEED
SPIRIT
SPIRITUALITY
SPONTANEITY
STABILITY
STILLNESS
ESTRENGTH
STRUCTURE
SUBSTAMNTIALITY
SUCCESS

SUFFICIENCY
SUPPORT
SUPREMACY
SURPRISE
SUPERBNESS
SUPREMACY
SYMPATHY
SYNERGY
TACTFULMNESS
TEAMWORK
TEMPERANCE
THANKFULMNESS
THOROUGHMESS
THOUGHTFULNESS
THRIFT
TIDINESS
TIMELINESS
TRADITIONALISM
TRAMNQUILITY
TRANSCENDENCE
TRUST
TRUSTWORTHINESS
TRUTH
UNDERSTANDING
UNIQUENESS
UMITY
USEFULNESS
UTILITY
VALOR
VARIETY
VICTORY
VIGOR
VIRTUE
VISION
VITALITY
VIVACITY
WARMTH
WATCHFULNESS
WEALTH
WHOLESOMENESS
WILLFULMNESS
WILLINGNESS
WINMNING
WISDOM
WITTINESS
WOMNDER
WORTHINESS
ZEAL
ZEST
ZING

hoose your aim/career for your life.
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Why Do Jews Not Eat Pork?

Within Bene-Israel community when you ask elderly people this question; normally you will
hear a common answer; because pig lives in and eats human feces.

But human feces are eaten also by birds including chicken that are allowed to eat. Human
feces are a big part of fertilizers for vegetables and fruits. So why not pig.

In the Bible, G-d lists two requirements for an animal to be kosher (fit to eat) for a Jew:
Animals must chew their cud and have split hooves. Pigs do have split hooves but do not
chew their cud, so we cannot eat pig meat and its derivatives.

Cruel Animals & Birds

The birds and many of the mammals we do not eat are predators, while the permitted
animals are not. We are commanded not to eat those animals possessive of a cruel nature,
so that we should not absorb these qualities into ourselves. The commandment refines the
person and instills self-discipline.

Is it legal to have a pig farm in Israel?

It's a question the Israeli government has grappled with since 1961, when Prime Minister David
Ben-Gurion pushed through legislation in the Knesset forbidding pig farming in Israel. Under
pressure from France, then one of Israel’s closest friends, Israel amended the law and allowed it
in Christian areas of the country. A false floor for the Pig farm was the Rabbinical solution.
Officially pigs are not grown on holy land.

Pork Market:

The pork market in Israel is relatively small, but the industry is growing steadily. Over the
past five years, the number of pigs raised in Israel nearly doubled - from some 80,000 a
year to more than 150,000. Many of the pig farms are under Jewish ownership, but they

tend to employ Russian immigrants and Arab Christians.
The copious regulations include that pigs have to be raised on a wood platform, “so that they won’t touch the holy ground.”
It’s something that Muslims and Jews agree on. It’s something that Muslims and Jews agree on.
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Rabbi Yehoshua Kolet(kar)

Article: Bene Israel Rabbi Returns to Indian Community

It’s not often that you meet a rabbi whose command of
the Hindi language surpasses his knowledge of, say,
Yiddish or Ladino. Or, for that matter, one whose
academic training was in the field of botany. Then again,
Rabbi Yehoshua Kolet is no ordinary spiritual leader. A
34-year-old native of Bombay, Kolet is a member of the
Bene Israel community, which traces its roots on the
subcontinent back over two millennia. After spending
several years studying in Israel, he is back in his

hometown together with his wife Ahuviyah, determined

to help strengthen the level of Jewish knowledge and commitment among India’s remaining Jews. “The community is very
Zionist and they are very pro-Israel,” he says. “That is the faith they grew up with. They are very devoted and very believing,
but the level of Jewish observance needs to be raised.”

Located on India’s western coast, Bombay is a sprawling metropolis that serves as the country’s financial center and most
important port. The city is home to an estimated 15 million people, including some 4,000 of India’s 5,500 Jews. Aside from
some 100 or so Jews of Iraqi origin, the rest of the Bombay community consists of Bene Israel, who according to tradition are
descended from seven Jews who were shipwrecked off India’s southwestern coast during the Second Temple period.

They and their offspring clung to Jewish practice and tradition over the centuries, and after the establishment of Israel in
1948, most of the community made aliya.

While those who remain in Bombay have access to an extensive array of Jewish communal infrastructure, including nine
functioning synagogues, Rabbi Kolet would like to inject a renewed emphasis on traditional Jewish learning.
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https://thejewsofindia.com/article-bene-israel-rabbi-returns-to-indian-community/

Twice a week, he teaches a group of 15 boys, focusing on the weekly Torah portion, Mishna and Jewish law. But his dream is
to open a Jewish supplementary school, one that would offer students two hours a day of intensive after-school studies five
days a week. “They have a strong sense of Jewish identity,” he says about Bombay’s Jewish youngsters. “But we are not taking
it anywhere. They need to be given more of a structure and an opportunity to express themselves.”

Kolet knows of what he speaks. He himself hails from a traditional background, though his Jewish education was minimal.
When the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) opened a library in Bombay, the young Kolet became exposed
to a wider range of Jewish thought and literature. “As | started reading more, | became more observant,” he recalls. He went
on to study the laws of ritual slaughter at the local Jewish community center, under the tutelage of the late Rabbi Zion Cohen.
With support from the JDC, Kolet went to Israel, where he studied for six years at the Midrash Sfaradi, which is located in the
Old City and headed by the dynamic Rabbi Sam Kassin. After receiving his rabbinical ordination, Kolet returned to India,
expressing a desire to work with the community. For two years, he oversaw summer camps and other Jewish educational
activities for the JDC, before deciding to launch his own initiative, which is known as Hazon Eli, “the vision of Eli.”

In one respect, at least, working in Bombay has an advantage over other Diaspora communities — the utter lack of anti-
Semitism. “We are a minuscule minority, just 5,000 out of a billion people. Anyway, Indians are very accepting and very
tolerant,” Kolet says. Prof. Nathan Katz, chairman of the department of religious studies at Florida International University and
a leading expert on Indian Jewry, agrees. “The Jews of India generally hold firmly to their Jewish identity, while at the same
time they participate fully in the dominant culture,” Katz says. “India has always treated her Jews well, and in turn Jews have
always been patriotic, loyal citizens.”

Bombay newspapers frequently run feature stories explaining Jewish holidays, and the city has had three Jewish mayors.
“Indians are rightly proud that they have never stooped to anti-Semitism. They are proud of their Jews and proud of
themselves because for perhaps two millennia the Jews there have never experienced bigotry,” Katz adds.

If anything, asserts Kolet, many Indians feel an affinity for Israel, as both countries are ancient civilizations with hostile Muslim
neighbors. “India is one country that understands Israel’s struggle. They have had the taste of terror and face some of the
same challenges,” he says. But along with the tolerant atmosphere in which they live, India’s remaining Jews have also begun
to feel the pinch of intermarriage, which has become more widespread than it once was. “I know of no reliable statistics, but
everyone says the intermarriage rate is high,” asserts Katz. “Whether or not the non-Jewish spouse converts, or how they
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convert, | do not know,” he says.

By contrast, Kolet estimates the intermarriage rate to be “about 30 percent,” while acknowledging that “the community used
to discourage it, but today it has become more common.”

In addition to his work with the Indian Jewish community, Kolet also has his sights set on reaching out to the tens of
thousands of young Israelis who travel to India each year, many of whom are looking for a dose of sanctity in their lives. “I|
want to start a Kabbala center for Israelis. They come here searching for spirituality, and we must find a way to compete with
the ashrams,” he says, referring to the secluded Hindu sites where many Israelis fall under the sway of dubious gurus. Though
nearly his entire family now lives in Israel, Kolet plans to devote the next 10 years of his life to outreach work in India, before
returning to the Jewish state.

“India is too beautiful not to see G-d here,” he says. “People just need to open their eyes and they will see divinity.”

To see the original source and author of this please go to this URL:
Article: Bene Israel Rabbi Returns to Indian Community Jews of India | Indian Jews Jews of India | Indian Jews | Jews in India (thejewsofindia.com)

We all remember our Dhobi IRON-MAX POWE red No pollution no dangerous gas This invention is by a 12 years old
in India and their places Alznobile IIr;)n‘ P'a:]te b S | zmis;ion(,jno a_;hfwaséi. y ThVinlizs;l'\l(a Urgashankar
. years old vinisha olar an be adapted for “Channa eet The ear
where the_y Ironed_the umashankar the solar y Sheng” wallas to keep goods Environmentalist, Vinisha
clothes using coal iron. iron box inventor- | €NErgy warm or perhaps for Tea Stalls Umashankar, Who Received A
YouTube Standing Ovation For Her Speech At

COP26 U.N - Chai Bisket
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Thanks Giving & Black Friday

In the previous Shaniwar Teli we have already see how the “Thanks Giving” was adapted by USA from the
Tu B’Shevat celebration that Jews celebrate to “thank the trees” and nature; also known as the 'New Year
of the Trees'.

Day after is the thanks giving day is the “Black Friday” that has made its way to all over the world known
for best sales offers. Have you ever wondered where this name “Black Friday” came up from?

“The term "Black Friday"” originated with the
practice of selling off siaves on the day after
Thanksgiving. ... The origins of the term "Black
Friday" have become..."

Now, do we really need lo embrace this kind of
lorture? Or we are such foolish, that we don’l even
research what is this so-called black Friday and we
become so excited on something like this?

oooooooo

oooooooooooooooo

.....
----------

r

Black Frida

The slave law was abolished in USA in 1865.
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Use of Zoom Technology in Prayers & Synagogues

Zoom Minyanim has been universally rejected because of the fact that that Halacha says;

“kosher minyan of at least ten shomer Shabbos men gathered in one room or area that is not
separated by mechitzos, barriers. *

This means even if 10 people stand in 10 different rooms of the same home, it will not be
considered as minyanim.

Zoom during Yom Kippur:
There are many community
members who do not attend
Yom Kippur prayers due to
age, overcrowded
synagogues, sickness, away
from home and other
reasons. They could follow
the prayers from their
favorite synagogue through
close circuit camera’s (CCC)
linked to zoom. These
cameras can be linked to the
same timer switches as the
electricity for automatic off
and on.

Friday Prayers
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What are Rave Parties? What are Club drugs?

Rave Parties: The term comes from the Jamaican word for party, rave; but today’s rave
parties really didn’t begin until the 1980s. Similar to electronic dance music festivals (also
known as EDM festivals), a rave is an electronic music dance party that lasts all night. It
can feature performances from both DJs and/or live music performers. A rave party may
be legal or not depending upon where (and how) the event is held. Partying all night is not
illegal, but activities associated with raves may sometimes be illegal, like use of drugs.

Why are Rave Parties illegal and/or Condemned? : A rave party is usually
a big party that is mostly conducted by youngsters (many young movies
stars on teenagers shows attend it) and will have disco jockeys (DJ)/live
performers, electronic music using sub woofers producing deep bass
sound etc.

They are illegal (or at least without prior permission) because of

2) Rave parties gets associated with drugs/open sex and is thus highly
condemned

3) As people use lot of alcohol, things can turn bit ugly if any mishap
happens

4) Rave parties act as secret union of prohibited drug cartels/illegal
activities

5) The cultural values of communities get hurt and they may object to the
people conducting rave party.

6) These parties are many times sponsored by drug Mafia to sell drugs of
abuse.

1) Sound pollution especially at night which affects neighbors/animals etc.

PILLS & THRILLS.
P""’fi" i, Av

4 . . -
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ummmw ACE VEN TSR & W TERACTIVE RDISE DANTRA ESOIE umn
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What drugs are sold in Rave parties: Club drugs. What Are Club Drugs? Popular club
drugs include Ecstasy (MDMA), GHB, Rohypnol, and Ketamine. (What Are Club Drugs? | Learn
About The Dangers Of Rave Drugs (recovery.org) )

Club drugs may be used for somewhat different reasons than other recreational drugs
as several of their effects are reported to engender a sense of empathy and social
communion among those using them.

1. People use these drugs at raves and dance parties to expand their sensory
experience. They believe that they feel more uninhibited and able to “feel” the music in
a different ways. These drugs are popular among young people because they are cheap
and easily accessible. They are typically distributed as pills, powders, or small vials of
liquid. Many people that use club drugs believe them to be a safer alternative to hard
drugs such as cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine-possibly due to the
pharmaceutical-like appearance of these pills. However, club drugs can be dangerous
because there is no way for users to know what is in them. To extend their supply, many
club drug dealers cut their drugs with cheap fillers. These fillers could be anything from
caffeine to LSD to amphetamines. Club drugs are often taken together and/or mixed
with alcohol and marijuana. Combining these substances increases the risk of overdose.

Average Death Rate in
percentage by using drugs

/' sheme patterns Y Of abuse per year

. ¢ DRUG USE DEATH RATE BY COUNTRY
Someone is hurt by o Unsatisfying .
what happened 3 N outcomas (worldlifeexpectancy.com)
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Risks of Club Drugs: Club drug abuse is risky, particularly when someone mixes the
substances with alcohol. Many of the risks of club drugs include dangerous behavior and
impaired judgment, as well as the following

o Overdose

« Coma and death

« Respiratory depression (slowed or stopped breathing)

« Loss of consciousness

« Severe dehydration or over-hydration

o Increased vulnerability to sexual assault

o Amnesia (forgetting what happened while intoxicated)

o Accidents and injuries (due to loss of coordination and disassociation with

environment)
« Risky behavior (unprotected sex, drugged driving)
« Getting a different drug than you thought and having a bad reaction

Beware: Keep a watch in your family for these kinds of products.

ECSTASY OR MDMA (ALSO . OXYCODONE AMPHETAMINES
KNOWN AS MOLLY) Sy N o
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HOW DRUGS HURT YOUR FAMILY

HURTING YOUR FAMILY FINANCIALLY
Drugs cost money. The people making and selling drugs aren’t in the business to make you happy—they’re in it for the money.

Drug use can cost anywhere from less than $100 to several thousand dollars a month, depending on what drugs you use, how
often you use them, and where you live.

So how does it hurt your family financially if you use drugs?

«You steal money, credit cards, or items of value from them to sell or trade for drugs
« They may have to mortgage the house to cover the expenses for treatment
« They may have to sell valuable items to raise the money to pay for treatment
« They may have to wipe out college and retirement accounts to get you help
YOU HURT YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR FAMILY
Substance abuse by children is one area that causes parents great concern.

If using drugs starts to consume your life, your relationships become less important, and you lose interest in school, sports or
work. You may withdraw from family members and activities. What if using drugs becomes a need and turns into an addiction?
When a family member uses drugs, it affects the whole family.

When you use drugs: Others can no longer count on you to do what you say you’re going to do
«You may become rebellious and defiant with parents, guardians and siblings
«You may have mood swings, paranoia, and irrational anger
«You may verbally and physically assault others
«You may start stealing things: money, credit cards, and other valuable items
«You no longer spend time with family members and do the things you used to do together
«You put stress on your parents or guardians: the fear of a child who will hurt themselves or someone else, or die.
People who use drugs don’t see the damage and hurt they’re causing others. The whole family is affected. It hurts the family

dynamics and disrupts the stability of the household.
How Drugs Hurt Your Family | Just Think Twice
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Amazing Fact

O e
Here is an interesting historical fact. Just have a look
calendar for the month of September 1752. @
Go to Google type e . YR
‘September 1752 ' smber 1
calendar’ and see for oo Al
yoursell. You will
notice, 11 days are

simply missing from :
the month. - - ‘
Here's the explanation: 17 1' 19 »

This was the month o AR -
" during :hichnﬁngiand 24 25 d 271 28 . 0

shifted from the Roman

Julian Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar. A Julian year was

11 days longer than a Gregorian year. So. mm&w

Consequently, the workers
ooyl m:lall the mm
leave' was born. ing!

In the Roman Julian Calendar, April used to be the J::‘st mn:
of the year; but the Gregorian Calendar observed . uary
the first month. Even after shifting ‘o the Gregorian alendar,
old traditions and continued

ril as the New r
calebeating 18150 issued a royal dictum; which

rdered tobaw off the face of that month.
: Al ey wmrked!orﬂdaysmmuwm
th. That's how the concept of ‘paid

peop to give up
i g rns p Year's Day. When simple orders

Amazing Fact

Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,
Winston Churchill, once said: "l took taxi one day
to the BBC office for an interview.

When | arrived, | asked the driver to wait for me
for forty minutes until | got back, but the driver
apologized and said, "I can't, because | have to
go home to listen to Winston Churchill's speech”.

| was amazed and delighted with the man's
desire to listen to my speech! So | took out ten
pounds and gave it to the taxi driver without
telling him who | was. When the driver collected
the money, he said: “I'll wait for hours until you
come back sir! And let Churchill go to hell I".

'Youcmmhowpmcbleshavebeenmodmed
against money; nations sold for money; honour

didn't work, the King finally wors 4
it sl wmmm,N”Yemm £ for money; families split for money; friends
mmstn::non.mmlmﬂp'“m“’” Hiskry e separated for money; people killed for money;
e 3 and people being made slaves to money.
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Indian Cuisine always ends with a lavish desert. The
problem we Bene-Israel have with these deserts is that it
always contains milk products. So we replaced them with
fruits.

The Indian restaurants in Israel like Tandoori /Indra
/Namaste / Raj and others use milk replacement products
in their restaurants.

Mindlessness: “How Nothing is What Matters the Most~

Andy Goldfarb the creator of this website “Breaking-Matza” promotes his philosophy with topics like the subject and more, like “Is It
Possible to Run out of Tears?”, “Have You Ever Had a Love Affair with...a Tree? and others. Watch the video at:

https://youtu.be/pTylEISKGLA

“Growing Up Jewish in India”s an article published by “Breaking

Matza” by Doron Samuel from Thane. Enjoy the article at: Growing Up Jewish in India - Breaking Matzo

Curtesy: Daniel Benjamin
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A Rare Hobby!!

Robin Aaron cultivates a rare hobby; collection of Agarbbati
or “Incense sticks”.

Coming from Sanskrit word agar; aroma generally made of
charcoal dust or saw dust pasted with perfumes on bamboo
sticks used mainly in South East Asia for sanitization temples.

Robin has collections of all kinds of bulk boxes of incense
sticks. The picture on the right is the display he laid on his
dining table, filling almost half of the 8 place dining table.

He enjoys lighting them every Friday all over his apartment
and go to sleep. His children Shera (23) and Raz (20) both say
they too enjoy the fragrance in their home.
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Insight, Latest Fosts / Uctober 2U, ZUZ1
A Hidden Synagogue In Mumbai Tells The Tale Of How Bene Israeli Jews Found A
Home In India

by Avushi Kalvani

A Hidden Synagogue In Mumbai Tells The Tale Of How Bene Israeli Jews Found a Home In India | Madras Courier
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The Gate of Mercy, also known as the Shaar Harahamim synagogue, has a fascinating story to
tell. Read on.

istorically, India has been a haven for people of all religions. Jews, who were
persecuted across the world, found refuge in India. Their synagogues, spread across

the country, stand are a testimony to this shared history.

One such treasure, hidden from the tourist gaze, stands tall on Samuel Street, Bombay. It's called

the Gate of Mercy Synagogue, also known as the Shaar Harahamim synagogue.

The Gate of Mercy, the first place of worship for the Bene Israeli Jews of India, has a fascinating

story to tell. But it remains hidden in the annals of history.

In 1680, Jacob Semah, a wealthy Jew landed on the west coast of India. He settled in Surat, a
trading establishment of the East India company. Semah became the founder of the Bene Israel

Jewish community in India.

In the mid 18th century, English trade was booming in Bombay. Enterprising Jews, in search of
trading opportunities, travelled to the city and started their business ventures. And soon, the

community thrived, particularly under the protection of the English.

During this time, the Cochin Jews—the Sephardic community who had long established
themselves in India—connected with the Bene Izraelis. This proved to be an opportunity for the

two communities to renew Jewish traditions in the sub-continent.
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While the Jews of Bene Israel kept the rudiments of Judaism intact, they had suffered in solitude

before going to India. And for a thousand vears, the community remained isolated.

The story of the Gate of Mercy—the vellow and blue walled synagogue in Bombay that radiates
peace—goes back to the late 18th century. At the time, many Bene Israelis served in the British
Army. A notable Bene Israeli officer named Samuel Ezekiel Divekar, also known as Samaji Hasaji

Divekar, imprinted his name in the history of Bene Israelis in India.

Divekar was the son of a wealthy landowner. He had seven brothers, all of whom served in the
army. Six of his brothers were killed in action. Yet, Samuel and his brother Isaac continued to

serve as Subedar Commandants.

In 1783, the British Army fought against Tipu Sultan in a series of bloody wars. The Sultan was
notorious for capturing prisoners and forcing them to convert to Islam or executing them.
Unfortunately, the Divekar brothers, who took part in the Anglo-Mysore wars, found themselves
in the hands of the Sultan.

Then, the question arose: what “caste™ did they belong to? Divekar identified himself as a Bene
Israeli Jew. At first, the Sultan did not know of the community. So, he decided to kill him. But

the word reached Tipu Sultan’s mother, Fakhrunnissa.

Fakhrunnissa remembered that, somewhere in the Quran, the residents of Israel were highly
regarded as the people of God. So, she reached out to her son and pleaded for the lives of Bene
Israeli Jews captured from the British Army. The Sultan, a religious man, took her advice. Upon

his mother’s request, Tipu Sultan rescinded Divekar’s death sentence.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume #9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 49




It is then, as per some accounts, that Samuel Divekar took a vow: if he survived the Sultan’s

captivity in one piece, he would build a synagogue for his people.

Other accounts, tell a different story: the Cochin Jews, who heard of Divekar’s death sentence,

came to his rescue and saved him while he was held captive. They took Divekar to Cochin, where
he saw the Jews worshipping at their synagogue. This inspired him to build a synagogue for Bene

Israeli Jews in Bombay.

Whatever the inspiration, in 1796, Divekar did what he planned. After returning to Bombay, he
inaugurated the Gate of Mercy Synagogue.

After the synagogue was built, Divekar, who, at the time, served as the President, went to Cochin.
Divekar’s visit had a specific purpose: to obtain the Torah seroll and other important liturgical

objects for his synagogue. However, during his tour, Divekar died of an obscure illness.

The Cochin Jews performed his last rites and buried him in their cemetery. The Hebrew

inscription on Divekar’s grave reads:

¢¢ Thiz marks (the resting place of Rav Samuel, son of Ezekiel Divekar,
Commandant Israel, who died on Wednesday the 14th day of the month of Kislev
in the year 17g7. 99
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For the next century, Divekar’s family maintained his office at the synagogue. The Samaji Hassaji
Street—or the Samuel Street— in Bombay is named to honour his legacy. As the community of
Bene Israelis grew in size and became more prominent, the synagogue needed more space for

accommodation.

So, in the mid 19th eentury, the original building was demolished and a new one was erected in
1896. The new building was then christened with the name Shaar Harahamim, which still stands

today amid old, rundown residential buildings of Mumbai.

More synagogues were established to accommodate the growing community. Shaar
Harahamim’s counterpart in the flambovant Kala Ghoda, Keneseth Elivahoo Synagogue, receives
much more attention from tourists. However, Divekar’s story is engrained in the first Synagogue

that belongs to India’s Bene Israelis.

After the formation of Israel in 1948, many Jews migrated to Israel, seen as the promised land.
And the population of Jews in India dwindled. But the Gate of Mercy stands testimony to the fact
that India welcomed refugees, especially those from persecuted communities, and gave them a

safe space to flourish.

Copyright©Madras Courier, All Rights Reserved. You may share using our article tools. Please don't cuf arficles from
madrascourier.com and redistribute by email, post fo the web, mobile phone or social media.

Please send in vour feed back and comments to editor@madrascourier.com

Tags from the story
Bene Israeli, History, Jews India, madras courier, Synagogue
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Do you know what is Vayeira ?

Vayeira, Vayera, or Va-yera (Hebrew (see picture)-Hebrew for "and He appeared,"
the first word in the parashah) is the fourth weekly Torah portion (Hebrew: nvna,
parashah) in the annual Jewish cycle of Torah reading.

It constitutes Genesis 18:1-22:24. The parashah tells the stories of Abraham's three
visitors, Abraham's bargaining with God over Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot's two
visitors, Lot's bargaining with the Sodomites, the flight of Lot, the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah, how Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father, how
Abraham once again passed off his wife Sarah as his sister, the birth of Isaac, the
expulsion of Hagar, disputes over wells, and the binding of Isaac (Hebrew: nT'pun,
the Akedah).

The parashah has the most words (but not the most letters or verses) of any of the
weekly Torah portions in the Book of Genesis, and its word-count is second only to
parshat Naso in the entire Torah.

It is made up of 7,862 Hebrew letters, 2,085 Hebrew words, 147 verses, and 252
lines in a Torah Scroll (Sefer Torah). (In the Book of Genesis, Parashah Miketz has
the most letters, and Parashiyot Noach and Vayishlach have the most verses.) Jews
read it on the fourth Sabbath after Simchat Torah, in October or November. Jews
also read parts of the parashah as Torah readings for Rosh Hashanah. Genesis 21 is
the Torah reading for the first day of Rosh Hashanah, and Genesis 22 is the Torah
reading for the second day of Rosh Hashanah. In Reform Judaism, Genesis 22 is the
Torah reading for the one day of Rosh Hashanah.

Curtesy: Sam and Erna Daniel, NJ, USA

Curtesy Mr. Ezra Moses

Torah Reading for
Va'eira

https://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading
cdo/aid/2492610/jewish/Vaera-Torah-

Reading.htm

- "
A o

Curtesy: Sam and Erna Daniel, NJ, USA
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Multi-Ethnic Museum in Jerusalem

All efforts are being made by “Kehillot Yisrael
Institute” to restore this historic build from 1856 to
be converted into a Multi-Ethnic Museum right in
the heart of Jerusalem.

Thanks to Nissim Talkar, Bene-Israel Historian and
his valuable collection all of which will now be
displayed in this excellent monument.

; ’i;’f.;i?hﬁ;lifgﬁmﬂ?ﬁﬁ"”JNW"I]i"‘nﬁ: “ | | Shaniwar Teli Newsletter visited this place on 20
e April 2021 with Nissim Moses.
Address: 34, Malchei Yisrael Street, Jerusalem

STURTIN L

For more details contact please Mr. Nissim Moses.
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Bene-Israel Youth’s training to understand UN’s operations

Model United Nations (MUN) simulations are popular exercises for those interested in learning
more about the UN. It is estimated that hundreds of thousands of students worldwide participate
every year in Model UN at all educational levels in schools and universities. Many of today’s

leaders in law, government, business and the arts participated in Model UN as students.

Author: UN, DGC Publication date: September 2020 Page count: 152 Language(s) in this book: English Sales

number: 20.1.3 Price $24.00 (UNITED NATIONS GUIDE TO MODEL UN | Shop.un.org : Official Source for United Nations Books and
More

What a proud moment, a young talented and dynamic teenager from our Bene Israel community in Israel
Ms. Shaili Palkar, formally opened a two days DarcaMun 4.0 Conference (Model United Nations) which was held
at Kfar Hamacabia Conference Centre in Ramat Gan, Israel.

Shaili Palkar is the Secretary-General of DaracaMUN 4.0 Conference (Model United Nations). Shaili Palkar is also
the President of the MUN Club of her school. (Darcca Gedera).

This event was attended by more than 100 highly motivated, excellent high school students, and representatives
from over 42 schools from all over Israel. These students are the next Politicians, Activists, Influencers,
Ambassadors, Diplomats and maybe even Foreign Minister and Prime Minister of Israel.

The first-day opening ceremony was attended by Ms. Rhakee Mavyuri, First Secretary of the Indian Embassy In
Israel. She gave a very inspirational and informative speech to all the students that was much appreciated by all.
Shaili Palkar also gave a wonderful speech about Global issues and other topics. The second day was attended by
Ms. Tesoriero Assistant Cultural Affairs officer at U.S Embassy.

Shaili Palkar as the Secretary-General worked very hard for the success of DaracaMUN 4.0 Conference (Model
United Nations) 2021. Shaili Palkar is the daughter of Shirley Palkar and Yonathan Palkar.
Wishing Shaili all the best for her future and as her mother says, this is just the beginning. Fly High Shaili Sky is the
limit. Happy New Year 2022.

Shaniwar Teli wishes Ms. Shaili Palkar good luck for a wonderful future.
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Rain on the wedding day!!
Bene-Israel Myths

My grandmother and parents came from India for my
wedding in USA. It was not expected to rain so we
had opted for a garden party.

But right in the middle of the wedding it started
raining heavily. The reception hall management was
not as optimistic like us and quickly distributed
umbrellas.

Later as the lunch was served to the guests, me and my new wife went around to each
table to say hi and thank you. As we reached my grandmother she took us and said

o o
RS %r [ FEAT ? We both being born in USA hardly speak any Indian
language and looked at our parents to help out. My mum intervened and explained to

us that there is a Bene-Israel saying that if it rains on the wedding day, it means the girl
has tasted food the spoon in the cooking pot.

As we understod the saying my wife Rosy quickly said; “ Indians always find faults in their
daughter in laws! May be it was him (me) who tasted it??!!” We all had a loud laugh as
my mum translated it to me grandmother. Then my grandmother comfirmed that it also

rained on her wedding day and she had to hear these same words from grandmother of
her husband. She then added with banging her fist on the table; “Finally | got my chance

to take my revenge from the Killekar family”. Then she started laughing and it was great

fun as we all joint her.

Note: There is always a reason to these Myths. This may be told to the girls so that they don’t taste while cooking hot food that can burn their mouth.
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Bene-Israel Member of Knesset

Eli Ben-Menachem - Wikipedia

Bene-Israel community complains there was never even one of us in the Knesset. But this is incorrect information.

Eli Ben-Menachem (Hebrew: nnan-|a *7x, born 24 November 1947) is a former Israeli
politician who served as a member of the Knesset for the Alignment, the Labor Party and
One Israel between 1988 and 2006.

Eli Ben-Menachem is an Israeli politician who served as a member of Knesset between
1988 and 2006.

Ben-Menachem (Born November 24, 1947) was born in Bombay, India, and immigrated
to Israel in 1949. He studied at the IDF Military Academy as an aircraft technician.

Ben-Menachem has served as Director of the Department of Neighborhoods

and Development Towns in the Labor Party Central Committee. He was a former
chairman of the 13 largest works committees in Israel, the EI Al Workers Union and the
Tel-Aviv Neighborhood Forum.

In 1988, Ben-Menachem was first elected as a Member of Knesset, winning a seat in the Alignment Party. From 1991 to 1999,
Ben-Menachem won representation in Knesset for the Labor Party. In the 1999 elections, Ben-Menachem lost his seat when he
was placed 27th on the One Israel Party list and the party only won 26 mandates. However, he reentered the parliament when
Yossi Beilin resigned his seat in November 1999. In 2001, he left One Israel and rejoined the Labor Party and retained his seat
again in the 2003 elections. In 2006, he left Labor to join Kadima but did not win election to Knesset.

From August 1992 until April 1993, Ben-Menachem served as Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister's Office, and from April
1993 until June 1996 as Deputy Minister of Housing and Construction. He also served as Deputy Minister of Industry from
March 2001 until October 2002. In January 2005, Eli Ben-Menachem was appointed Deputy Minister of Housing and
Construction. He held that position until November 2005.He is married and has three children and live in Tel-Aviv.
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Batata chi Bhaji / S€TaT /'axna '8 nbxLA

3. oil well and add AddiSalt & chili Powder

Potal 6n full flame confinue on hot heaty Jue 0

The most popular vegetable cooked in Bene-Israel home. Talking to an old Bene-Israel lady from Beersheva who cooks and
sells Indian food showed us how this popular should be cooked.

Aove extra 0|I

Crispy Bhaji: Cook as above. Soft Bhaji: Use less oil and cook the | Yellow Bhaji: Instead of Chili powder use
Add more oil to get crispy bhaji. Remove | same way but with lid on all the time. | Pepper power. Crispy: No lid. Soft: Use lid.
oil later. For this bhaji you can also first boil Many Bene-Israel pour beaten eggs on the
No lid should be used. the potato and then cut them. yellow bhaji.
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From Levy’s to Shaniwar Telis to Bene Israel
Nissim Moses, Historian Indian Jewish Heritage & Bene Israel Genealogy Research

Below is the article we have adopted from Nissim Moses's article “From Shaniwar Teli to Bene-Israel”. However our team found
more useful information in this articles so we subtitled more subjects than what Nissim had. Please write to us and we will
forward you the original article.

Levy’s to Shaniwar Telis:

As has been researched by the author based upon his studies (see reference-1) it has been asserted that the exodus of the
ancestors of the Bene Israel; being from the tribe of Levy; began sometime after the rededication of the 2" Temple by the
Maccabees; who were Cohanim; in Jerusalem. Further, they were oil pressers from the Olive Plantation rich tribal region of
Zebulon and sailed to India from the southern port now in the region of Aqaba/Eilat; with the Mariners of the Tribe of
Zacharias. The reason being that the whole region to the North, West and East, was under the Hellenistic Control of the Greek
King Antiochus the IV who was bent on converting the Jews to Pagan worship and had desecrated the second temple by
introducing Idols and Pagan Worship into the Temple confines.

There has been trade with India from the time of King Solomon for lvory, Mahogany, Teak and Spices probably with the
southern state now known as Kerala-specifically Cochin. It was always conventional that while trading with a foreign entity,
traders would have their agents permanently located at the foreign trading site to facilitate their trading business. Further,
since the travel was in sailing boats they would plan their travel in both outward and inward journey to make maximum use
of the prevalent wind direction i.e. trade-winds such as the South West Trade winds on the Qutward journey and the North
East Trade winds for the Inwards Journey. Further for self-protection against coastal pirates in the Red Sea region they
would travel in a fleet of several ships.

The ancestors of the Bene Israel after surviving a Monsoon Storm settled in the Kolaba District of the Konkan Region (now
Raigad District) of Maharashtra. Because of their profession and custom of observing Sabbath and not working on Saturday
(Shaniwar) they were popularly known as “Shaniwar Telis” (Saturday Oil Pressers) for several centuries to come.
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Shaniwar Teli to Bene-Israel

The usage of the community name “Shaniwar Telis” continued till a very unique incidence occurred in the History of the
community. As in most countries off season farmers become volunteers for the various armies of the kings (Rajas &
Maharajas in the surrounding regions). Hence it came about that a whole family group of four Brother from the Divekar
Family became warriors in the Honorable East India Company armies specifically in those of the Bombay Presidency. India at
that time was still under the control of the East India company as the crown had not taken over control as what became
known as Imperial India (after the Indian Mutiny/Indian War of Independence of 1857.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume #9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 60



The Divekar Brothers were Bene Israel Family Group- Who Fought in the 2" and 3" battles of Seringapatam which became
known as the 15t and 2" Mysore Wars.

1. DIVEKAR, SAMUEL - SAMAJI (Samuel) HASAJEE DIVEKAR- Subedar promoted to Subedar Major. Major General
Abercrombie, Commander-in-Chief of the East India Company appointed him President of a General Court Martial.

. DIVEKAR, ISSAJI (Isaac) HASSAJI (Ezekiel)-Jemedar-promoted to Subedar and then to Subedar Major.
. Divekar, Silliman (Solomon) Hassaji (Ezekiel) promoted to Subedar and then to Subedar Major.

. Divekar, Eloji (Elijah) Hassaiji (Ezekiel) appointed Jemedar

5. Divekar, David Hassaji (Ezekiel), promoted to Subedar.

D WN

During the 2" Battle of Seringapatam i.e. the 15t Mysore War the British were defeated and hundreds of Indian soldiers of the
East India Company were taken prisoners. Most of the Indian soldiers were hanged or killed. When the Divekar Brothers were
brought before the King Tipu Sultan.

Tipu Sultan seeing people somewhat different asked them who they were. The Bene Israel knew of the hatred of Muslim
Kings to Jews where in other middle Eastern countries to the term “Yehudi-(implying Jew from the tribe of Judah) Divekar
brothers decided to call themselves “Bene Israel” where in the Koran they were referred to as the People of Moses.

Mother of Tipu Sultan sitting in the Women’s Gallery immediately sent a message to her son not to harm them as they are
mentioned in the Koran. Since then “Shaniwar Teli” people got the name “Bene-Israel” (The name that associated us to the
children of Israel).

Instead of killing them, Tipu then (knowing how well trained and disciplined the East India Company Soldiers were) offered

them to join his army and they were assigned to his forces the in the Cochin Travancore Area of the Malabar Coast of India
(now known as Kerala).

While in captivity the Divekar Brothers had made a vow that if they survived this captivity they would build a synagogue to
glorify the Holy Name. While in the Cochin area the Divekar Brothers became updated with evolved form of Judaism and
made every effort to escape and return home to Bombay.

Ghosts of Divekar’s
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In the meanwhile the wives and families of the captured soldiers were all informed that their husband or sons had been killed
in captivity or in battle. They had already performed all the Jewish last rights as per tradition. Suddenly late one night the
escaped Divekar’s arrived at their homes in Bombay and their family members & wives were terrified and thought that these
were ghosts who have come to hunt them. Only with the intervention of the senior community members were they finally re-
introduced to the community both as living persons and husbands & fathers.

Death of Tipu Sultan

But soon hereafter they had to return to their Army posts where they were interrogated and grilled for information about the
fortifications of Seringapatam; The Headquarters of Tipu Sultan. The British were preparing for the 3™ Battle of
Seringapatam (the 2" Mysore war) but this time with combined forces of all the East India Company armed forces. In the 2™
Mysore War Tipu Sultan was defeated and died in Battle.

First Bene-Israel Synagouge

The victorious soldiers were rewarded as was customary in those days with a share of the war bounties in gold, silver and
other precious items. This wealth among the five brothers amounted to a very significant amount. The Divekar Brothers as
sworn by oath built the first Bene Israel Synagogue at Mandvi, in Bombay on a street named Samuel Street. It was around
about the time of the establishment of the Mandvi Synagogue Named “Shaar E Rahamim” and its dedication that the
community came to adopt the community name as “Bene Israel” and slowly “Shaniwar Teli” silently vanished into history.
(continued on next page)
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Continued from above page.
Shown below is a Gold coin from the bounty handed down through the generation in the Moses family- (The only
daughter Simah of the last Community Leader —(Commadam Muccadam) David Haim Divekar happened to be his

paternal Grandmother. Also shown is an Embroidery piece made by her as a young girl.
: s

Gold, Sliver & Copper Coins
From the 18 Contury,
Top Gold & Sliver & Copper
colns on the Side are from the
Reign of Tippu Sultan.

Tho Geld Coin is o romnant of
the Bounty Received by the
Divekar Brothers from which the
Shar-E-Rahamim Synagogue (1% |
Synagogue) in SBombay was =
Constructed. [

The lower two gold colns are
those Issued by adjacent
territories- By the Dutch In
Cochin & by the State of
Travencore now part of Kerala,
India

Collection of Nissim & Beatrice
Moses

Picture-1 Historical Coins Related to Bene Israel Heritage

Who were the Divekar Brothers-Their Brief Profile

DIVEKAR, SAMUEL - SAMAJI (Samuel) HASAJEE DIVEKAR- Subedar-Born-1730, Died 3™ Dec 1797- Appointed Jemedar in the 6" Battalion on 2™
July 1775 and later elevated to Subedar and Subedar Major. He fought in the 2" Mysore war under Gen. Mathews and was then taken prisoner.
After his release the records show that on 4" July 1791 at Tellicherry, of the Malabar coast, Major General Abercrombie, Commander-in-Chief of
the East India Company appointed him President of a General Court Martial.
DIVEKAR, ISSAJI (Isaac) HASSAJI (Ezekiel) Enlisted in 1760, appointed Jemedar on 13" Dec. 1971, promoted to Subedar on 11*" Dec. 1775, and to
Subedar Major. He fought in the 2" Mysore war.
Divekar, Silliman (Solomon) Hassaji (Ezekiel), enlisted in 1760, was promoted to Subedar of the 6! Battalion and subsequently Subedar Major. He
fought in the 2" Mysore war.
Divekar, Eloji (Elijah) Hassaji (Ezekiel) enlisted in 1760, appointed Jemedar in the 5™ Battalion on 12 Oct 1775. He fought in the 2"¢ Mysore war.
Divekar, David Hassaji (Ezekiel), enlisted in 1760, promoted to Subedar in the 7t Battalion on 1% Sep. 1781. He fought in the 2™ Mysore war
References

1. Ethnographic Differences/Variations in the Ancestral Practices of Judaism betweenThe Five Jewish Communities of India and the

use of it in Identifying thePeriod/Diaspora of their Exodus from Ancient Israel***
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INJUSTICE FACED BY THE INDIAN BENE ISRAELI
COMMUNITY IN THE HOLY LAND. ...

Today's blogpost was written by Jonathan Nagavkar a Yahel Social Change fellow from Mumbai living, learning and volunteering for 9-
months in the city of Rishon LeZion. (INJUSTICE FACED BY THE INDIAN BENE ISRAELI COMMUNITY IN THE HOLY LAND.... (yahelisrael.com) )

If you have married a Non-Jewish Person; Read this.... (rules have still not changed)

The Indian bene Israeli community lost an important person from their community from Petah
Tikwah. You might have some doubt in your mind about what this community is, does India also
have a Jewish community? Who is the man this community is mourning? More about that after a
brief history of the Indian Bene Israel community.

The oldest Bene-lIsrael cemetery

The History India is a multi-linguistic land, a mixture of many communities living humbly with each
other. The Jewish history in India is dated back to the time of King Solomon who came to the coast
of Cochin to trade.

This lost tribe may have arrived in the 17th century. According to the community’s own oral
tradition, they are descendents from “seven couples from a country to the north,” the sole survivors
of a shipwreck off the Konkan coast near Navagaon (about 48 km south of Bombay). These people
lived around the 7 villages of Kokan in the Alibagh district and later adopted the names of the
villages as their new surnames like Penkar, Nagavkar, Cheulkar, Rajpurkar and many more. The
survivors didn’t have the holy torah to follow Judaism, due to their scrolls being ruined in the
shipwreck. However, they continued to follow kashrut laws, the niddah law, and recited the SHEMA
ISRAEL prayer on daily basis. An Indian Jew from Cochin named David Rahabi discovered the
Bene Israel in their villages and recognized their vestigial Jewish customs.[9] Rahabi taught the
people about normative Judaism. He trained some young men among them to be the religious
preceptors of the community Known as Kajis, these men held a position that became hereditary,
similar to the Cohanim. They became recognized as judges and settlers of disputes within the
community. He was the one who gave the Jewish scrolls to Bene Israelis.

After some years Jewish youth moved to Bombay for higher education and employment purpose and

they excelled in many streams. Even today many buildings built by Jewish entrepreneurs stand The Sassoon
strong. For example, the Sassoon library in fort, Bombay, Sassoon dock in Colaba, Mumbai, Library At Fort,
Sassoon hospital in Pune, the Gate Way of India in Mumbai which was funded by rich Sassoon South Mumbai

entrepreneur to the British.
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Bene Israelis have played a very important role in the infrastructural development of Mumbai city, the financial
capital of India. From the formation of the Jewish state the bene Israelis have started making Aliyah in search for
a permanent Jewish home. There is also an Indian Israeli politician who made Aliyah in the year 1949 named Eli
Ben-Menachem, who served as a member of the Knesset between 1988-2006.

The Injustice
The bene Israeli community has been a small but a wonderful part of the Jewish population in Israel as well as the world. Despite this, after decades,

they still being considered an inferior or a backward community. Why is the Judaism of Bene-Israel Jews continuously questioned?

Danial Moses was born to Jewish father and a non-Jewish mother in Mumbai in the year 1975. His mother (before getting married to his father)
underwent a conversion as per Jewish laws in India. After several years, Danial, along his parents and siblings, made Aliyah to Israel in the 1980’s.
However, after arriving in Petah tiwah, Danial didn’t undergo the conversion process over as per ordered by the Rabbinate.

Danial served the IDF for 3 years, as all the youth in Israel do, and by the age of 23 he got married to an Israeli Indian woman and they had 2 kids.
Danial lived happily with his new family working in an foil company, but before the recent high holidays, Danial experienced a minor stroke at work
and was rushed to the nearby hospital. Unfortunately he passed away leaving back his poor wife and teen kids. His body was supposed to be taken to
the Jewish cemetery in Petah Tiwah but unfortunately the Rabbanu didn’t give him the issuer to be buried in the Jewish cemetery, simply because he
was born to a non-jewish mother and didn’t convert after coming to Israel, despite that his mother had already converted.

This was a very disturbing situation for Dainal’s family. At this point of time they had no idea what can be done. People already began to leave for
the funeral in Petah Tiwah.

Thankfully, they were informed about the situation and it was decided to bury Danial (who followed Judaism very strictly) in a non-Jewish cemetery
on the outskirts of Beersheba. This cemetery is not a non-Jewish cemetery, but the cemetery for those who didn’t covert as per the rabbanu. Even
after burying Danial in that cemetery, no rabbi from any origin was ready to read the haskaba. His family had to face numerous issues thereafter, and
they will need to travel a long distance just to visit Danial’s gravesite near Beer Sheva.

Is this fair, that even after death, this Jewish Israeli man had to face so many problems during his burial? Why can’t the rabbanu just accept everyone
who has one Jewish parent. Is being Jewish more important than being a good human? Many such cases come up in Israel, problems faced by
minority Jewish immigrants coming from India, Ethiopia, other African countries and even sometimes United States.
We all should stand up and raise a voice against such injustice and ask for equal rights for all...
Jai hind.... Jai Israel

(Shaniwar Teli checked with Rabbinate and their reply was that same rules apply to every community Russian, Indian, Ethiopian, Hungarian or Polish)
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Note: In many small Jewish communities, one Jewish cemetery serves the needs of all members of the Jewish
community, whether they are Reform, Conservative or Orthodox. Given the high rate of intermarriage in many of
these communities, as well as the Reform movement’s acceptance of patrilineal descent, there is much pressure
to inter in these community cemeteries non-Jewish spouses of Jews, people who underwent non-halakhic
conversions, and people who consider themselves Jews by patrilineal descent. What position should a
traditional Rabbi take in such circumstances? This has still not been decided and meanwhile such spouses are
buried secretly in a non-Jewish cemetery or criminated. May a Non-Jew be Buried in a Jewish Cemetery? | UTJ Viewpoints

Rabbi Samuel Diveker:

We consulted our guiding Rabbi on this matter who confirmed “It is not allowed; means burial of non-Jewish
in Jewish cemetery is not allowed. “

Why is the Bene Israel using the Liver and the Gizzard in the Malidah service.
Nissim Moses The Malidah Service of The Bene Israel Community. | 1702y 7 (haluzhaivri.org.il)

(Kalji Tita)

This is a sub conscious act of following a custom/tradition established in the old temple days,
inherently/inadvertently following a custom related to the tribe of Levy. In the old days when
some person came to the temple to offer a sacrifice, the ritual slaughter was performed by a
Levite. But he was not allowed to charge for his services. So the liver and gizzard were claimed
by him as his portion. Now if one wanted that from him he had to pay the Levite to buy the
Liver & gizzard from him. Similar to the custom of the ceremony of Pidyon Ha Ben. The next
question is why the liver & gizzard? If one has observed pack animals hunting one will have
noticed that, the liver & gizzard is eaten only by the Alpha Male i.e. the leader of the pack. The
Levites claimed to be the leaders of the Jewish People. Hence traditionally & without even
realizing it the Bene Israel are following a time honored tradition till today symbolizing their
role as community leaders
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Bene-Israel Crime & Criminals

There are no viscous criminals like murderers, serial killers assassins in the Bene-Israel
community; not in India not in Israel and nor in other countries in the world. The only crime
the Bene-Israel community members always commit has to do with finance. Through
synagogues, schools, property.

In our general investigation we found there were Bene-Israel’s who were hanged in India
(Sankar) but not for crime but during war, by enemy hands. Most of the police complain
about Bene-Israel in police in India & Israel are about fights after drinking alcohol. Another
common complaint was of Bene-Israel husbands getting drunk and beating their wife’s.

There are some more serious cases when in Ramle a Bene-Israel man stabbed an Arab man
for disrespecting his sister. The Arab did not die so the stabber was released in few years. In
other case, also in Ramle, Jews would shoot Jewish girls who flirted and went round with
Arab boys. A Bene-Israel girl was shot in Ramle in her stomach. She survived but she could
not have children any more due to the bullet damage.

There are many rumors of Bene-Israel involved in financial thefts. People selling synagogues
to property dealers or old cemeteries that are sold for money. Very rarely we find Bene-
Israel being involved in financial scandal outside the community (like the recent one on in
Pune that was published in a local newspaper). Normally they are involved in financial
scandals with in the community.

When we at Shaniwar Teli were operating the project “Adopt a needy family in India”
during Corona we heard of one Bene-Israel person taking 10% commission from every
family who were adopted and were helped between three to six months. He claimed he
forwarded their names for help.
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There was a recent case in Pune where a Bene-Israel person was arrested for financial fraud

in a school.

The new fraud business that Bene-Israel people are getting involved is forming NGO’s in the
name of Bene-Israel people. Israel gives about two million shekel per year to these NGO’s.
They show some fake expenses (taking groups here and there) and pocket the money. To
open a NGO you need 12 people. So people open NGO’s with their family members and

then share the money. These NGO’s also ask for donations in Bene-Israel names.

Curtesy : Leora Ezekiel

https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai-guide/things-
to-do/article/her-fathers-daughter-23205382

Bata Shoes

Founded in the Czech Republic in 1894,
Bata was one of the first manufacturers to
sell its products all over the world.

As early as the 1930s, the company was
active in Switzerland, Germany, England,
France, Yugoslavia, Poland, India and the
Netherlands. This expansion continued,
and in the 1960s, 42,000 employees were
working in one of Bata’s thousands of
shops and many factories. The foundation
of this success was our continuous

commitment to research and development.

Bata entered Indian market in 1930 and
started manufacturing in Calcutta. They
employed so many people that the whole
area was given the name Bata Nager.

Since 1932 Bata Shoe Company Pvt Ltd is the
shoemaker for Indians (doerlife.com)

- < b -
The near 90 year Story of Bata India —
Putting its best foot forward

Did you know that Thomas Bata the
owner of Bata was a Jew from
Czechoslovakia?
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Some time between 10th to 14th century in Bene-Israel home

re is a strange person who came to the market
today. His name in David Rahabi. He is from Cochin. He was
saying all of us Shaniwar-Teli are Jews people. Is it true?

@Rabbi Sadsack cartoons.
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Know Your City: How a subedar’s transfer
opened up Poona to Jewish diaspora

Written by Ruchika Goswamy | Pune |Updated: December 4, 2021 12:33:41 pm

How a subedar’s transfer opened up Poona to Jewish diaspora | Pune Know Your City (indianexpress.com)

Today, the Jews are less in number, but their synagogues narrate tales of Poona’s Judaic
past, the families that remain hold on to their unique traditions, and many even travel
back here in search of their roots.

On March 16, 1863, Subedar Abraham David Charikar of the 3rd Regiment of Bombay
Native Infantry was appointed as the Assistant Superintendent of Police in Poona. After
Charikar moved to the city with his family, it opened up avenues for other Bene Israelis
like him to migrate from small hamlets of Konkan in search of a better life.

The same year, the construction of a handsome red-brick building began next to the
present-day Moledina Road. After a generous donation by Bombay’s wealthy Baghdadi
Jewish trade magnate and philanthropist David Sassoon, the Ohel David Synagogue was
taking shape as the first-ever place of worship for Baghdadi Jews in Poona after almost
three decades since their arrival in the hill city.

Today the Jewish diaspora is diminishing in numbers, not only in Pune but also across India,
owing either to their aliyah to Israel after its independence or emigration to western countries.
Yet, their synagogues narrate tales of Poona’s Judaic past, the families that remain hold on to
their stories and unique traditions passed through generations, and many even travel back here
in search of their roots.

A shipwreck 2,700 years ago : “There is a tradition among the ‘Beni-Israel’ handed down from
father to son through the centuries of their sojourn in India, that their ancestors who came from
a country to the north, in the vernacular Marathi — ‘Uttarekadil Pradeshantun’ literally ‘out of
the provinces to the north’ were shipwrecked on the Konkan Coast some two thousand or more
years ago, seven pairs, viz, seven men and seven women only being saved. These were cast on
the shores of the Konkan sea-board at Navgaon, a small village to the north of Alibag...” writes
Shellim Samuel in the book ‘A treatise on the origin and early history of the Beni-Israel of
Maharashtra State’ in 1963.

The Bene Israel or the Sons of Israel, is a small ancient community with a long history of survival.
To escape the turmoil and tumult in their land, they embarked on a journey only to get
shipwrecked near the Henery Kenery Islands.
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“It is believed that seven men and seven women survived the wreck. It is rather miraculous that
the number is oddly seven or whether these fourteen people were couples, as there is no
concrete documentation of that. There is no idea about the number of ships either. When they
arrived at Navgaon, they had lost all their belongings and had lost all touch they had with the
Jews of the outside world,” explains Dr. Irene Judah, author of ‘Evolution of the Bene Israels and
their Synagogues in the Konkan’, 2017.

In her book, Judah writes that the Bene Israels took up oil-pressing as well as agriculture of
coconut and betel nuts in order to survive. “Back from their homeland, they brought with
themselves the knowledge of oil pressing of olives and they started the same trade with coconut
and groundnut here in Konkan. With this they found a way to make a living and sustain
themselves,” she says.

Although they lost touch with Jewry and were subjected to the local culture, Bene Israels
retained necessary tenets, including observation of holy day Yom Kippur, dietary laws kashruth,
circumcision, shema prayers and the sabbath. Observation of the sabbath earned them the name
Shanivar Tellis (Saturday oil-pressers), as they abstained from work on the day as enjoined in the

Mosaic laws. “They neither kindled fire, nor did they cook their food on the Sabbath, and on that day they ate bread which was prepared on the Friday,
notwithstanding that it had become stale,” wrote Haeem Samuel Kehimkar, who first documented his community in the book ‘The History of the Bene Israel of
India’ published posthumously in Tel Aviv, 1937.

“...according to Bene Israel tradition, a David Rahabi discovered this vestigial Jewish community living in the Konkan, and proceeded to enlighten its members
about the full and proper observances of Judaism as it had evolved...,” wrote Shirley Berry Isenberg in her book ‘India’s Bene Israels’, 1988.

Over the years, because of their bravery and nobility, many Bene Israel were appointed in the armies during the time of the Peshwas and Angrais. Many also
joined the army under Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, not only as fighters but also in administrative roles such as storekeeping, stock-taking and looking after
financial accounts.

From Konkan hamlets to British colonies

“...the Beni-Israel expansion to the north was in the period after the British occupied the country. The communities at Panvel, Thana, Poona, Bombay and
Ahmedabad were later accretions, mostly as a consequence of the entry in large numbers of the Beni-Israel in the Bombay sepoy regiments...” wrote Shellim
Samuel.

Having performed the duties of a soldier, native commissioner and police officer to the entire satisfaction of his officers, Subedar Charikar was appointed
Assistant Superintendent of Police at Poona, at the age of 41. A few years later, the railway link between Bombay and Poona was completed and Poona’s
favorable climate, lower prices and growing opportunities attracted additional Bene Israel families.
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Later, as chairman of the Poona Municipality, Charikar was in a good position to render help and advice to
newcomers in finding homes and work. “Had he lived longer, he would probably attained to the highest
rank in the Police Department,” wrote Kehimkar.

The Bene Israel families slowly and steadily settled in today’s Rasta Peth and Nana Peth areas. They had
four prayer halls — the Pune Bene Israelis prayer hall established by Subedar Major Bahadur Daniel Rahamin
Talkar, the Herbrath Beth Yakob prayer hall atop Abraham Samson Talkar’s house, a prayer hall founded by
Issac Shalom Ghosalkar near electric house in Rasta Peth and the Jhiradkar prayer hall by Subedar Major
Solomon Balaji Jhiradkar — according to the book ‘Jewish Landmarks of India’. The last one is where Succath
Shelomo Synagogue stands today and as many Bene Israels lived near the vicinity, the lane was called Israel
Ali or Jew Lane.

Arrival of Sassoon and setting up of Ohel David Synagogue

David Sassoon arrived in Poona in 1832, introducing the city to Baghdadi Jews. “As did many upper-class
Bombayites, David Sassoon established a summer home in Puna, a hill town 120 miles east which served as
capital of the Bombay Presidency during the monsoon,” wrote Nathan Katz and Ellen S Goldberg in their
paper titled ‘The Last Jews In India and Burma’, 1988.

Like the Sassoon family, many Baghdadi Jews flocked to Poona for its optimal weather. With the number of
Jews in Poona insufficient for prayer halls, Sassoon’s donation laid the foundation of the Ohel David
Synagogue in 1863. It was locally called Lal Deval, loosely translating to Red Temple.

Sahapedia, which has carried out a cultural mapping project of Pune, writes, “The synagogue was designed
by Sir Henry St Clair Wilkins is built in the English Gothic style, in brick and Deccan Trap stone. The building’s
90-foot clock tower, adjoining its main entrance, resembles an obelisk. The clock in the tower was
manufactured in London specifically for Ohel David. A sizable heckal (ark), elaborately enriched with plaster
decoration, is raised a few feet above the floor. The heckal, facing the west, aligns with Jerusalem’s Wailing
Wall.”

After his death in 1864, his sons Sir Albert and Elias Sassoon headed the completion of the synagogue by
1867. The compound contains a mausoleum of Sassoon designed by Wilkins, caretaker and community
apartments, and a now-closed mikvah (a place of ritual baths). Lal Deval is Asia’s largest synagogue outside
of Israel. After his death in 1864, his sons Sir Albert and Elias Sassoon headed the completion of the
synagogue by 1867. The compound contains a mausoleum of Sassoon designed by Wilkins, caretaker and
community apartments, and a now-closed mikvah (a place of ritual baths). Lal Deval is Asia’s largest
synagogue outside of Israel.
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Succath Shelomo Synagogue

While the Bene Israel had been in Poona for five decades since the arrival of
Subedar Charikar, they only had the four prayer halls for congregations. In
1916, the two separate congregations of the Bene Israels in Poona came under
the name ‘Hebrath Beth Yaacob’. The Jhiradkar property at 93 Rasta Peth was
acquired as the most suitable site for this purpose.

“The foundation stone was laid on December 28, 1919, by Aaron Solomon
Bhonkar and his wife Sarah Solomon Bhonkar, who at that time contributed
the largest sum of Rs. 2,505,” said Judah.

The New Synagogue Building Fund Committee, Poona was formed with its
members Khan Saheb Reuben Samson Bhonkar (president), Aaron Solomon
Bhonkar (secretary), Solomon Rabamin Penkar (treasurer), Shalom Bapuji
Wargharkar, Reuben Solomo Mhedekar, Isaac Abraham Divekar, Jeremiah
Aaron Aston and Shalom David Jhirad.

“Jeremiah Aaron Aston was my uncle, father’s brother. He was a very active
member of Succath Shelomo Synagogue Building Fund Committee, which
eventually gave the Bene Israel Community of Pune a synagogue of their own
in 1921. The committee, with full zeal and enthusiasm, went from door-to-
door among its Jewish brethren who were approximately 1,300 in number at
the time and collected contributions for the synagogue,” said Dr Nathan M
Aston, former president and trustee of Succath Shelomo Synagogue and
Principal of Nowrosjee Wadia College, Pune.

Near the Succath Shelomo Synagogue, was once the Pune Jewish Reading
Room and Library. Opened in January 1887 and reorganised in 1924, it was
founded by David Elizer Koletkar, chaired by president Dr Khan Bahadur Judah
Hyam Mhashilikar. However, the library fell prey to road widening projects and
has since been defunct. The books are now in the synagogue.

Dwindling numbers, rekindling faith

Even though just a few families still reside in Pune, Jewish festivals of Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Hanukkah and Sukkot, as well as events like the bar
mitzvah and marriages are still held in the synagogue. “There are not many
Jews or their families left in Pune but they all come together at Succath
Shelomo Synagogue to mark religious days. The Malidah prayer, however, is
something distinct only to the Bene Israels,” said Yosef Nowgaonkar, honorary

rghark

Rabamin

kar (president), Solomon

secretary of Succath Shelomo Synagogue, Pune. Nowgaonkar said that while
the prayers are in Hebrew, the cast of the local language changed the tune of
prayers, similar to old Marathi tunes.

Talking about the dwindling population, he said that many come back in sheer
intrigue to find their origins. “The instances may be minimal but there are
individuals who are navigating the coast of Konkan in search of the synagogues
their ancestors prayed at,” he says.
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Books

rowing Up Jewish

¢ in Indi

Symagogucs, Customs, and Communitics from the
Bene [srad te the Art of Siena Benjamin

Editor

Ori Z. Soltes

MAY - JUNE 2021

ILLUSTRATED NON-FICTION
ART | HERITAGE | RELIGION

Z1,500 | £30 | 340

ISEN: 978-93-89136-31-2
Size: 213mm x 178mm; 320pp
170gsm Art paper {Matt)

All colour; 176 photographs
Hardback with dust jacket

978-93-89136-81-4 20214911937.PDF

(niyogibooksindia.com)

Tap or pinch to expand

aTgfad: Genesis and Exodus
from The Bible (Hebrew Text

with Hindi Translation)

Another book translated from
Hebrew to Hindiis a b... See More
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Book: “My Journey with JRU and AJDC in India”
Elijah Jacob

Looking Back, Looking Forward...................

Dear Friends,

This book “My Journey with Jewish Religious Union (JRU -that is the only reform Jewish organization in India)
and American Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC — that was started in 1961 by Gerhard Gabriel who also
founded ORT in India) in India” is dedicated to the memories and efforts of my religious mentor Mr. Aaron
David Shapurkar and my professional mentor Ms. Evelyn Peters who devoted much of their lives to the
preservation and progress of the JRU and AJDC respectively.

| completed three decades of my active association with AJDC-India and retired from service at the end of
December’2020 on attaining 60 years. | have been active with the JRU for over 50 years now and felt that it
was time for me to reflect on the wonderful moments and memories that | will cherish going forward.

| request to be excused, if | have inadvertently omitted names of individuals or organizations, despite my
sincere efforts to remember all the personalities with whom | came in contact with from 1967 to 2020.It has
been a long journey since then and an extremely satisfying one.

Looking back, | am proud to say that | have been able to provide a safe space for our elderly destitute at Bayiti.
The EPJCC serves as a hub and centre of activity for the local Jewish community members under the aegis of
AJDC. | was able to forge close relations and interactions with the small Jewish communities of the Konkan,
Pune, Ahmedabad, Delhi, Cochin and Calcutta by inviting representatives from these areas on our Regional
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Advisory Board and through outreach programmes and activities in these areas.

Looking forward, | expect the JRU to rebuild the temple-Rodef Shalom and attract many young adults to their
fold just as we were able to enthuse over 150 Jewish youth in the 1980’s to the JRU Youth Group.

In fulfilling AJDC-India’s mission “In the service of the Jewish community and Indian society at large”, | was
able to establish Bayiti -Old Age Home for Jewish Elderly destitute and the Jewish Community Centre and |
hope and pray that the AJDC continues supporting both these institutions in the future as well. | fervently
hope that moving forward both JRU and AJDC in collaboration with each other are able to initiate new and
creative Jewish programming for the larger community.

My best wishes and blessings for a bright future to the JRU and AJDC.
Elijah S. Jacob.

Excerpts from the book:

My Journey with JRU and AJDC.

My association with the Jewish Religious Union began with the Sunday school in the Rodef Shalom
premises in 1967, which was conducted by my cousin Sheba Jacob. Sunday school involved
bringing the children of JRU members from different locations on Sunday morning starting at 10 am
and we were taught Hebrew language and basic Judaism. | remember the class had around 10 — 12
children which included my cousin Levi Jacob, David Raymond, Derrick and Kenneth Reuben (now
residing in Australia) besides a few others from the neighbourhood. Sheba emigrated to Israel in
September 1968 and then the Lay Minister, Mr. Aaron David Shapurkar took over the Sunday
religious school and started teaching us.
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In 1973, Mr. Aaron David Shapurkar helped me in preparing for my Bar Mitzvah. It was a simple
affair at the Rodef Shalom Synagogue where he taught me to read from the Torah. We had about 35
guests attending the Saturday morning Shabbat service which included my relatives and some of the
JRU office bearers. The President of JRU — Mr. M. A. Moses presented me with a small gift and the
Lay Minister raised the toast in my honour. The Bar Mitzvah ceremony was followed by a simple
reception at the adjoining Rabbi’s flat where laddoos, samosas, wafers, tea and coffee were served to

the guests.

RODEF SHALOM SYNAGOGUE (

26, Sussex Road

(near Jijamata Uduaan, formerly known as Victoria Gardens)
Byculla

Mumbai

Maharashtra, INDIA 5 ——— .
External of JRU Burnt Synagogue
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Book Launch : ”YO D HA”

Written by Viju Penkar

Sprouts

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER AJIT PAWAR WILL
MAKE THE RELEASE OF VIJ U PENKAR'S "YODHA'

SWATI GHOSALKAR

eputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar will release the
biography of Maharashtra's

first ‘Bharat’ winner bodybuilder
and national champion Kabaddi
player Viju Penkar. Hockey star
Dhanraj Pillay and gymnast
Madhukar Talwalkar will be the
chief guests. The release ceremony
will be held on Monday 25th
November at 6 pm at the premises
of Sir Eli Kaduri School in
Mazgaon.

The book is written by senior
sports journalist Sandeep Chavan
and published by Sadamangal
Publications. ~ While  playing
Kabaddi, Viju Penkar has also
made an impression in the
bodybuilding sport. In the 1970,

SPROUTS

Viju Penkar dominated Kabaddi

with his game. Along with
Kabaddi, Viju Penkar also won
the highest book in bodybuilding
‘Bharat Kitab' in 1972, He was
selected for the Bournevita ad in

1972 for his performance. This
should be the first advertisement
for a local player to leave cricket.
This book brings to light the
golden moments of Kabaddi and
bodybuilding sports of the 1970s.

Also, many rare photos and match
entries in this book will be a boon
for sports lovers, said Viju Penkar
in a press conference held on
Monday. Writer Sandeep Chavan
and publisher Pragya Jambhekar-

Chavan were present at the press
conference.

Work on this book began two
years ago. The incident happened
50 years ago, making it difficult
to document. We had to search
for the photo from Darjeeling to
Solapur Sangli. Sandeep Chavan
said that he became a "warrior’ by
combining the records given by
him with many sports organizers.

Publisher Pragya Jambhekar-
Chavan  believes  that  this
journey of Viju Penkar will
be an inspiration for every
struggling player. Two books of
our Sadamangal publication have
won awards for the best books
produced by the state government.
He also informed that Sadamangal
Publication has published many
books till date.

Page No. 1 |
Powered by:

Sprouts News

27 Nov 2021
ePaperGo.com
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300 Rs / $4.00 / 13 NIS

A Bene-Israel Business Owner

RT&T - Let us show you the Holy Land Especially all the

holy places (rttravel.co.il)

Y

Benny Binyamin
Managing Director

96, Herzl St Rehovot, 7654817, lsresl
Ted 497289353333

Fax +972-£-9356000

Mobile +§72-52-6555585
info@rivavel codl
bennyb@rtiravel.co.il

iy ISEATL  swopcer 2

o

How to become a business
owner!

Benny Binyamin claims he is the happiest person in this world and we are happy
for Benny. We want to bring his inspiring story to the Bene-Israel community
how he developed himself and his family from an ordinary person to a business
owner. He has promised us this date for a future issue.

RT&T Triple “S” Tours & Travels Ltd, is a “Family-Owned Company”, working as an
Incoming / Outgoing tour operator and wholesaler for over 35 years. Our company is active in
creating and operating tours to Israel, Jordan, and Egypt including visas for Fit’s, Groups,
Pilgrimages, Professional Tours, Incentives, Mice, Congresses, and Seminars.

We are also having business relations with the Indian Embassy, Thai Embassy, S.B.I, Nepal
Embassy, Sri Lankan Embassy, and Israel Embassies worldwide.

For any travel requirements, please do not hesitate to call or email us at
info@rttravel.co.il. RT&T Team will do the best to make your journey amazing and
unforgettable.
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How Prayers Work? A different approach.

Rabbi Avigdor Miller zt’l

Many people think of prayer as a “Wending Machine”. You put in a few requests at the
top, and whatever you asked for comes out at the bottom. You conclude that if you pray
enough times with no results, then prayer does not work.

The Chovos Halevavos (Duties Of The Heart) a classic work on personal growth by
Rabbeinu Bachya has a completely different approach to prayer, as explained by Rabbi
Avigdor Miller zt’l in his preface to his commentary on the Siddur called Praise My Soul.
His general principle is that prayer is a means to self-betterment. Our prayers are
structured in such a way as to increase our recognition of Hashem’s greatness and make
us aware of how insignificant and powerless we are compared to Him.

We come before Hashem and say” I know You are the only One with the ability to give
me this therefore | am turning to You”. Through constant prayer, we achieve a greater
level of reliance on Hashem and build a better relationship with Him.

Says Rabbi Eliyohu Lopian zt’l (1872-1970), this is the key to understanding how prayer
is effective. We become better people through our prayers, as we explained and
therefore, are deserving of more good, we are not convincing G-d to change His mind;
rather we are changing ourselves thereby deserving to have our prayers granted.

And that is why G-d desires the prayers of the righteous. By withholding from them, He
is giving them the opportunity to elevate themselves and become better people through
their prayers.

The purpose of prayers is not to get “stuff”. It is to make ourselves into better people
with a deeper, stronger connection to Hashem. Rather than feeling let down we can be
grateful for the opportunity to develop a closer relationship with Hashem.

May we all merit achieving a close relationship with Hashem.

Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Kirwan.

od help me to but dress
id et Ruth fail in exam

or food today
ou are always

U every day

Ver worried as you are there

yithing | deserve
w f ur kindness

j are looking afterme
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Jews of Karachi

History of the Jews in Pakistan - Wikipedia
Curtesy: Mr. Nissim Moses

Mental lliness of Bene-Israel from Pakistan

Mr.Yusif — a Bene-Israel who was thrown out of Pakistan

All Bene-Israel people who were thrown out from Pakistan during partition suffer from Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
that is a life time mental health condition that’s triggered by terrifying event, either experiencing it or witnessing it. This is the
opinion of Mr. Yusif (Yosef -Pseudonym name), who is above age eighty now, who lived in Pakistan with his family. They had
to leave ever thing behind and run for their lives. On reaching India he was admitted to a mental hospital as were thousands
other Hindus who fled Pakistan; leaving their property behind, their family women dishonored their children made handicap
so that they cannot fight with Pakistan when they grow up. Many women were kept for prostitutions and slavery. Bene-
Israel’s in India never had to feel this humiliation and could never understand our feelings, says Mr. Yusif. We were insulted
and we ran and we had no one to talk to. The moment you would say you had come from Pakistan, our own Bene-Israel
people avoided you and looked at you in suspicious way like we were some kind of criminals; a sub class Bene-Israel.
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Magain Sha|ome 3ynagogue Magain Shalome/ Synagogue
' ‘ e (Urdu: ~aS o 5ls o8%; Hebrew: nn
DY7w P2 NoIdN M2 DIYW |an NO1dN) was

e 2 i a synagogue in Karachi, Pakistan.
It was built by Solomon David
Umerdekar in 1893, when the
region was still under British
rule as India. The synagogue was
demolished in 1988 on the orders
of the then President of
Pakistan, Muhammad Zia-ul-
Haq,following which a shopping
plaza was built on the location.

The synagogue in 1893

Mr. Yusif continues that you will never find Bene-Israel who returned from Pakistan smiling from their heart or really be
happy. Some are quite and other have serious problem of inferiority complex. Some will go in to a shell and hide while others
who have serious inferiority complex will push them self’s forwards to go ahead of others to overcome their inferiority
complex; but still feel lonely even after all the achievements. But they will never admit it but they know how true | am.

Mr. Yusif said he wrote many letters to various authorities about the permanent mental damage the partition had done to the
thousands of the refuges and the mental asylums in Punjab were the witness. People and newspapers only spoke of physical
losses. No one spoke of the mental damage, mental harassments that changed our lives forever.

It was only on 20th Dec. 2019 an article was published in the “Journal of Medical Humanities” that spoke of untreated mental
illness, alcohol addiction, depressive disorders during partition. Mr. Yusif bought out few Xerox papers to show us the article.

This article took 72 years to publish. The article about mental illness that had influenced thousands of people and took away
smile from their faces for their lifetime. New research show parents PTSD can influence the children too; both through DNA
and through Parents Child relationship as the child grows with depressed parents. PTSD parents usually experience low parent
satisfaction, more family violence and weak parent-child relationships. A child of a PTSD victim is more likely to experience
problems with anxiety and depression. (The person we call Mr. Yusif wants to remain anonymous)
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ESSAYS ON ETHICS

WITH RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS 7"

OREGINALLY WRITTEN AND DISTRIBUTED IN

" With thanks to Wohl Legacy for their generous sponsorship of Covenant & Conversation
WOHL LEGACY Maurice was a visionary philanthropist. Vivienne was a woman of the deepest humility.

ogether, they were a unique partnership of dedication and grace, for whom living was giving
Together, they were a unique partnership of dedication and grace, for whom living was giving

The Birth of Forgiveness (Vayigash) (mcusercontent.com)

This article disturbed many to whom we sent it to summarize for Shaniwar Teli. If Forgiveness is not a virtue then it is an
invention! There was no sin before ten commandments, there was no punishments before the laws, there was no forgiveness
before punishment. If forgiveness is an invention then it is just an understanding with no its reality. Therefore we decided to
print the whole article.

The Birth of Forgiveness

Vayigash Tere are moments that change the world: 1439 when Johannes Gutenberg invented the movable-type printing press
(though the Chinese had developed it four centuries before); 1821 when Faraday invented the electric motor; or 1990 when
Tim Berners-Lee created the World Wide Web. Tere is such a moment in this week’s parsha, and in its way it may have been
no less transformative than any of the above. It happened when Joseph fnally revealed his identity to his brothers. While they
were silent and in a state of shock, he went on to say these words: “l am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt! And
now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent
me ahead of you... it was not you who sent me here, but God.” (Gen. 45:4-8) This is the first recorded moment in history in
which one human being forgives another. According to the Midrash, God had forgiven before this, but not according to the
plain sense 1 of the text. Forgiveness is conspicuously lacking as an element in the stories of the Flood, the Tower of Babel,
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and Sodom. When Abraham prayed his audacious prayer for the people of Sodom, he did not ask God to forgive them. His
argument was about justice, not forgiveness. Perhaps there were innocent people there, five or even ten. It would be unjust
for them to die. Teir merit should therefore save the others, says Abraham. Tat is quite different from asking God to forgive.
Joseph forgave. Tat was a frst in history. Yet the Torah hints that the brothers did not fully appreciate the significance of his
words. Afer all, he did not explicitly use the word ‘forgive’. He told them not to be distressed. He said, “It was not you but
God.” He told them their act had resulted in a positive outcome. But all of this was theoretically compatible with holding them
guilty and deserving of punishment. Tat is why the Torah recounts a second event, years later, after Jacob had died. Te Tere
are midrashic suggestions that God partially forgave, or at least mitigated the punishments of Adam, Eve, and Cain. Ishmael 1
was said to have become a penitent, and there are midrashic interpretations that identify Keturah, the woman Abraham
married after the death of Sarah, with Hagar, implying that Abraham and Isaac were reunited and reconciled with Sarah’s
maidservant and her son. Te Birth of Forgiveness 1 Vayigash brothers sought a meeting with Joseph, fearing that he would
now take revenge. Tey concocted a story: Tey sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father lef these instructions before he died:
‘Tis is what you are to say to Joseph: | ask you to forgive your brothers for the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating
you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him,
Joseph wept. (Gen. 50:16-18) What they said was a white lie, but Joseph understood why they said it. Te brothers used the
word “forgive” — this is the first time it appears explicitly in the Torah — because they were still unsure about what Joseph
meant. Does someone truly forgive those who sold him into slavery? Joseph wept that his brothers had not fully understood
that he had forgiven them long before. He had no anger, no lingering resentment, no desire for revenge. He had conquered
his emotions and reframed his understanding of events. Forgiveness does not appear in every culture. It is not a human
universal, nor is it a biological imperative. We know this from a fascinating study by American classicist David Konstan, Before
Forgiveness: Te Origins of a Moral Idea (2010). In it he argues that there was no concept of 2 forgiveness in the literature of
the ancient Greeks. Tere was something else, ofen mistaken for forgiveness: appeasement of anger. When someone does
harm to someone else, the victim is angry and seeks revenge. Tis is clearly dangerous for the perpetrator and they may try to
get the victim to calm down and move on. Tey may make excuses: It wasn’t me, it was someone else. Or, it was me but |
couldn’t help it. Or, it was me but it was a small wrong, and | have done you much good in the past, so on balance you should
let it pass. Alternatively, or in conjunction with these other strategies, the perpetrator may beg, plead, and perform some
ritual of abasement or humiliation. Tis is a way of saying to the victim, “l am not really a threat.” Te Greek word sugnome,
sometimes translated as forgiveness, really means, says Konstan, exculpation or absolution. It is not that | forgive you for what
you did, but that | understand why you did it — you could not really help it, you were caught up in circumstances beyond your
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control — or, alternatively, | do not need to take revenge because you have now shown by your deference to me that you hold
me in proper respect. My dignity has been restored. Tere is a classic example of appeasement in the Torah: Jacob’s behavior
toward Esau when they meet again after a long separation. Jacob had fed home after Rebecca overheard Esau resolving to kill
him after Isaac’s death (Gen. 27:41). Prior to the meeting Jacob sends him a huge gif of cattle, saying “I will appease him with
the present that goes before me, and afterward | will see his face; perhaps he will accept me” (Gen. 32:21). When the
brothers meet, Jacob bows down to Esau seven times, a classic abasement ritual. Te brothers meet, kiss, embrace and go their
separate ways, not because Esau has forgiven Jacob but because either he has forgotten or he has been placated.
Appeasement as a form of conflict management exists even among non-humans. Frans de Waal, the primatologist, has
described peace-making rituals among chimpanzees, bonobos and mountain David Konstan, Before Forgiveness: Te Origins of
a Moral Idea, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 2 Te Birth of Forgiveness 2 Vayigash “There are moments that
change the world.” gorillas. Tere are contests for dominance among the social animals, but there must also be ways of 3
restoring harmony to the group if it is to survive at all. So there are forms of appeasement and peace making that are pre-
moral and have existed since the birth of humanity. Forgiveness has not. Konstan argues that its first appearance is in the
Hebrew Bible and he cites the case of Joseph. What he does not make clear is why Joseph forgives, and why the idea and
institution are born specifically within Judaism. Te answer is that within Judaism a new form of morality was born. Judaism is
(primarily) an ethic of guilt, as opposed to most other systems, which are ethics of shame. One of the fundamental differences
between them is that shame attaches to the person. Guilt attaches to the act. In shame cultures when a person does wrong
he or sheis, as it were, stained, marked, defiled. In guilt cultures what is wrong is not the doer but the deed, not the sinner
but the sin. Te person retains their fundamental worth (“the soul you gave me is pure,” as we say in our prayers). It is the act
that has somehow to be put right. Tat is why in guilt cultures there are processes of repentance, atonement and forgiveness.
Tat is the explanation for Joseph’s behavior from the moment the brothers appear before him in Egypt for the first time to the
point where, in this week’s parsha, he announces his identity and forgives his brothers. It is a textbook case of putting the
brothers through a course in atonement, the first in literature. Joseph is thus teaching them, and the Torah is teaching us,
what it is to earn forgiveness. Recall what happens. First he accuses the brothers of a crime they have not committed. He says
they are spies. He has them imprisoned for three days. Ten, holding Shimon as a hostage, he tells them that they must now go
back home and bring back their youngest brother Benjamin. In other words, he is forcing them to re-enact that earlier
occasion when they came back to their father with one of the brothers, Joseph, missing. Note what happens next: Tey said to
one another, “Surely we deserve to be punished [ashemim] because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he
pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us”... Tey did not realize that Joseph
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could understand them, since he was using an interpreter. (Gen. 42:21-23) Tis is the first stage of repentance. Tey admit they
have done wrong. Next, after the second meeting, Joseph has his silver cup planted in Benjamin’s sack. Tis incriminating
evidence is found and the brothers are brought back. Tey are told that Benjamin must stay as a slave. “What can we say to my
lord?” Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are
now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.” (Gen. 44:16) Tis is the second stage of
repentance. Tey confess. Tey do more; they admit collective responsibility. This is important. When the brothers sold Joseph
into slavery it was Judah who proposed the crime (Gen. 37:26-27) but they were all (except Reuben) complicit in it. Finally, at
the climax of the story Judah himself says “So now let me remain as your slave in place of the lad. Let the lad go back with his
brothers!” (Gen. 42:33). Judah, who sold Joseph as a slave, is now willing to become a slave so that his brother Benjamin can
go free. Tis is what the Sages Frans de Waal, Peacemaking Among Primates, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1989. 3
Te Birth of Forgiveness 3 Vayigash “Humanity changed the day Joseph forgave his brothers.” and Maimonides define as
complete repentance, namely when circumstances repeat themselves and you have an opportunity to commit the same crime
again, but you refrain from doing so because you have changed. Now Joseph can forgive, because his brothers, led by Judah,
have gone through all three stages of repentance: [1] admission of guilt, [2] confession and [3] behavioral change. Forgiveness
only exists in a culture in which repentance exists. Repentance presupposes that we are free and morally responsible agents
who are capable of change, specifically the change that comes about when we recognize that something we have done is
wrong and we are responsible for it and we must never do it again. Te possibility of that kind of moral transformation simply
did not exist in ancient Greece or any other pagan culture. Greece was a shame-and-honor culture that turned on the twin
concepts of character and fate. Judaism was a repentance-and-forgiveness culture whose central 4 concepts are will and
choice. Te idea of forgiveness was then adopted by Christianity, making the Judeo-Christian ethic the primary vehicle of
forgiveness in history. Repentance and forgiveness are not just two ideas among many. Tey transformed the human situation.
For the first time, repentance established the possibility that we are not condemned endlessly to repeat the past. When |
repent | show | can change. Te future is not predestined. | can make it different from what it might have been. Forgiveness
liberates us from the past. Forgiveness breaks the irreversibility of reaction and revenge. It is the undoing of what has been
done. 5 Humanity changed the day Joseph forgave his brothers. When we forgive and are worthy of being forgiven, we are no
longer prisoners of our past. Te moral life is one that makes room for forgiveness.
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With Respect Rabbi Abraham Benlamin Mendrekar
Passed away on 13" Dec. 2021

Many expressed their thoughts on passing away of him. We are just mentioning a few.

Ezra Moses:

ERlt was very Shocking and Unfortunate to learn of the Passing away of your Dear Rabbi Abraham
Benjamin Mendrekar ¥ (3Rabbi Abraham was a very Accomodative in Helping all who Approached
him for his Religious Advice and Help....He served and led the Entire Jewish Community Religiously &
Selflessly for 40 years....The community is really Indebted to him.....in his Passing away we have lost a
Great Personality of the Community....Please accept our Heartfelt Symphathies and Condolences .Please
convey our condolences to his Children Elanith & Eshkol and his Family.....We pray to Almighty to give
the Family all the strength, courage and Fortitude to bear this Irreparable loss May his Soul Rest in
Eternal Peace..Amen ve Amen ..&14.. "Baruch Dayan Ha'Emet " May his Memories be a Blessing@ to all
who Knew him.... In Grief... Ezra Moses and Family....,

Elijah Jacob:

May his soul rest in eternal peace. | remember that he along with Edwin Shuker took our YG members
on Israel tour in the late 1980s through the Sephardic Education centre and atleast 40 to 50 youth
members participated in them. May his memory be a blessing to us all. Amen.

Judith Dworkin Daughter of Mr. Abraham Moses & Hellen Talkar Achieves Award.

History of Hillel
Founded in 1923 and adopted by B'nai B'rith in 1924, Hillel has grown into the world’s largest Jewish campus

organization. The documents and timeline below illustrate ninety years of Hillel's growth and evolution.

What an honor and complete surprise to be awarded the Richard M. Joel Exemplar of Excellence
Award from Hillel International in front of all of my colleagues at Hillel Ontario and Hillels around the
world. | can only be excellent with the help of those with whom | am surrounded - my dedicated team
at McMaster Hillel, Ben Shefter Jemma Kaczanowicz, my Hillel students and student executive Hannah
Silverman and the support of my mentor and friend Seth Goren....
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https://www.hillel.org/about/hillel-story
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https://www.facebook.com/bshefter?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8E142O5YnbxjOpwOXtpKQ9iT2DdiqaBXphlKCZeABuYKQcBYdxIoBl0fcx41NtCGKM4y9P7NSVrkl3VRA6NyFKv-9AqTVgRGRfJyeahz8S2ogA1CyP6zemgFwJJot_nkxrdF_3vcOHtIRmAxGj3N668EWDttdKT3vNE925h3t-KDywf7GNDtAbNWCKbP0ruQG9rFNb-9L_6qvsVHff0xP&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jemma.kaczanowicz?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8E142O5YnbxjOpwOXtpKQ9iT2DdiqaBXphlKCZeABuYKQcBYdxIoBl0fcx41NtCGKM4y9P7NSVrkl3VRA6NyFKv-9AqTVgRGRfJyeahz8S2ogA1CyP6zemgFwJJot_nkxrdF_3vcOHtIRmAxGj3N668EWDttdKT3vNE925h3t-KDywf7GNDtAbNWCKbP0ruQG9rFNb-9L_6qvsVHff0xP&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hannah.silverman.01?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8E142O5YnbxjOpwOXtpKQ9iT2DdiqaBXphlKCZeABuYKQcBYdxIoBl0fcx41NtCGKM4y9P7NSVrkl3VRA6NyFKv-9AqTVgRGRfJyeahz8S2ogA1CyP6zemgFwJJot_nkxrdF_3vcOHtIRmAxGj3N668EWDttdKT3vNE925h3t-KDywf7GNDtAbNWCKbP0ruQG9rFNb-9L_6qvsVHff0xP&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hannah.silverman.01?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8E142O5YnbxjOpwOXtpKQ9iT2DdiqaBXphlKCZeABuYKQcBYdxIoBl0fcx41NtCGKM4y9P7NSVrkl3VRA6NyFKv-9AqTVgRGRfJyeahz8S2ogA1CyP6zemgFwJJot_nkxrdF_3vcOHtIRmAxGj3N668EWDttdKT3vNE925h3t-KDywf7GNDtAbNWCKbP0ruQG9rFNb-9L_6qvsVHff0xP&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/swgoren?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8E142O5YnbxjOpwOXtpKQ9iT2DdiqaBXphlKCZeABuYKQcBYdxIoBl0fcx41NtCGKM4y9P7NSVrkl3VRA6NyFKv-9AqTVgRGRfJyeahz8S2ogA1CyP6zemgFwJJot_nkxrdF_3vcOHtIRmAxGj3N668EWDttdKT3vNE925h3t-KDywf7GNDtAbNWCKbP0ruQG9rFNb-9L_6qvsVHff0xP&__tn__=-%5dK-R

How Things Grow

How to Grow CHILLIES at Homel

1. Prep the Seeds. Spread on open a
paper towel, place all chilli seeds
evenly on it. Then spray some water
on them and fold the paper towel
close.

2. Soil and Germination. Chilli plants
usually require an airy soil which is
well drained. Add a little bit of
compost to it and give it a good mix.

3. Flowering. Once the plant is about 8-
10 inches in height, it'll bring out small
buds which will blossom into cute little
white flowers about 1-1.5 months after
planting ...

4. Regularly water and nourish the plant
and the chillies will grow bigger and
bigger. The bigger they are the more
potent their spiciness is.

If you are a Bene-Israel and
draw 3-D images, please
send us and we will print

them.
shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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Mr. Yosef Reuben Kehimkar
By Elkan Reuben Judah

With much respect today | would like to speak about Yosef who at the age of 82 years drives from Rechovot to
Ramla to Magen Shalom synagogue where he is an accountant since 1979. He also does other running about
for banking taxation and other accounting formalities for the synagogue and Indian Community in Israel.
Further he also takes personal appointments at the Indian Embassy to solve problems and organize different
activities. Never complaining and serving the community with a smile.

Born on 27-FEB 1939 in Hyderabad to parents Elis & Rebbeca Reuben Kehimkar and family of 5 brothers and sisters. He first
finished his professional HSC Technical education 1954. Earned a B.A. Degree from Osmaniya University of Hydrabad 1969 -
1971 (while working in a bank) and later M.A. in Hindi 1973 — 75 Osmaniya University. He worked State Bank of Hydrabad
subsidy of S.B.I. from 1962 — 1978. He also was the Welfare Secretary for S.B.Hydrabad 1965 — 78.

Yosef married Milka and now lives with son Ran Reuben Kehimkar and grandchildren Rotem, Shira & Matan. His daughter
Mali Reuben Shemuel & her Husband Daniel live with his grandchildren Midan & Amit Shemuel. Yosef took care of his mother
and 5 brothers and sisters and self-graduated.
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Yosef immigrated to Israel, Ramla in Jan 1978. He completed accounting course 1 & 2 1994 — 95 and also
earned diploma in accounting in 1996. He was employed by IAl in their foreign customers accounting as
Manager from Nov. 1978 to 2004 when he retired.

He met personally P.M. Mr. Narender Modi in recognition of his personal initiative to help the Indian
community by passing on messages from and to the Indian embassy regarding problems faced by Indian
Jews and facilities given by the embassy for Indians in Israel.

Books: Published Books on Beni Israel tradition, rules and regulation during mourning period (Funeral,
seven days, month etc.) He also published book on the history of all committee members of the synagogue.

Yosef was appointed treasurer for Ramla “Alya
me hodu” synagogue today Magen Shalom
Synagogue. From 1979 up to date. (Then
Appointed and requested by Mr. Moshe Issac
Bhonkar).

He Went to London and to the US on personal
expense to collect donations for Magen Shalom
Synagogue. A Beni- Israel in London gave
donation of 150-year-old Hanukah as synagogue
in Ramle was named after a synagogue in
Pakistan that has been converted in to a mall
(see article on Bene-Israel from Pakistan in this
issue).

We from Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter would like
to thank Mr. Yosef Reuben Kehimkar for his so
devoted love and caring for the Bene-Israel
community.

um,ﬁwm |

v SumReaE

What people have to say about Yosef:

Mr. Moshe Issac Bhonkar one of the senior most Hazans of Magen
Shalom Synagogue Ramla.

“Today what we see of the Magen Shalom Synagogue is all because of all
the hard work, dedication, planning and time given by him.”

Mr. Pinhas Talkar the present president of the synagogue. Who him
self works with all his heart for the past 15 + years.

“Hard working, ready to give without expectations, Honest , straight
forward, Not double faced, ready to say sorry and Thankyou to all,
easy to get along and always ready to give his time.”
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Other Actives : Yosef is very active in other areas too some of them being;

- GOPOIO( Global Organization of People of Indian Origin) Asst. President 2006- 2008.

- Rotary Club Rechovot Honorary Treasurer from 2010 up to date.

- Running a shop in Rechovot of 2nd hand furniture in co-operation with Rechovot municipality. The income is used for
scholarship to students coming from the financially hard families and for alone soldiers.

- He also took tours to places of religious importance in Israel.

- He organized trips to Indian Naval ships coming to Israeli ports

- Organized Indian food afternoon for Indian children coming in Taglit group ( up to 60 people).

- Making leaders of the community from Ramla speak to the community including ambassador of India In Israel.

- Had organized 30,000 USD to be given as scholarship for students coming from India wanting to do Post graduation in
Israel; for their stay and tuition fees for two years (which has meanwhile got cancelled due to Covid 19 pandemic break
out.)

- Chairman of I.C.C. (International Country Connection) which sent Irrigation and water purification experts to India
Aurangabad for a seminar for a month.

- Works with the Indian embassy to send students of Indian origin parents to India in the student exchange program.

As we can see what am amazing person Yosef is. To have such a vast list of successful activities goes to show Yosef should be a
very sincere polite and determined person with whom people like to work and cooperate. | asked him what his message to
the community was. This is what he had to say;
“Please don’t forget our Indian Tradition and culture.
Help one anotherand stay organized as one for all and all for one attitude.”

Thanks Giving:
Yosef takes the opportunity to thank his dear wife Milka for her co-operation that helped him to serve the community and at
the same time getting both his children graduated from Technion Haifa.

We from Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter would like to thank Mr. Yosef Reuben Kehimkar
for his so devoted love and caring for the Bene-Israel community. God bless you.
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Rabbi’s view on SIKH/ SARDAR

Rabbi David Rosen, a Jewish leader, speaking on Guru Nanak and Sikhs

https://youtu.be/wWED8Jbt912k

How Jews and Sikh are similar. Why do Jews marry Sikhs

Since school and university days | remember always cracking jokes on our Sikh
(commonly known as Sardar) schoolmates. Many times calling their names and tell
then it is 12 in the watch. The most common joke was; why are Sardar’s call “Bara”
(Twelve in Hindi), because when it is twelve all Sardar’s think there is only one
needle in the watch. All those Sardars would just smile humbly. Now after 40 years |
realize how wrong we all ware and am ashamed on what we did. Please forgive us.

Guru Nanak (1469-1539)

He was a trader who noticed massive wars between Hindus and Muslims that he
thought were meanness as both religions taught the same wisdom. To dissolve the
Hindu Muslim religious conflict; Guru Nanak introduced a group of people who
believed in just humanity. This group members came from both Hindu and Muslim
religions.

During 17th Century, when Hindustan was ruled by Mughals, Hindu’s were subject
to severe humiliation. The Mughals treated the Hindu women as their own property
and would force Hindus to accept Islam and even killed those who would refuse to
accept Islam. It is then that Sikh ninth Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadurji came forward,
in response to the request of the Kashmir Pandits to fight against all these cruelty of
the Mughals.

Guru Tegh Bahadurji challenged the Mughal emperor to convert him to Islam..... If he
succeeded in doing so, all the Hindus would readily accept the Islam; however, if he
failed in converting him, all cruelty towards the Hindus would also stop.

HINDU $
MUSLIM$

$ SIKH
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wED8Jbt9l2k
https://youtu.be/wED8Jbt9l2k

The Mughal emperor happily agreed to this challenge. The Mughals tried all they
could, and even after severe torture to Guru Tegh Bahadurji and his fellow members
they failed to convert him to Islam. The Mughals, unsuccessful in their attempt to
convert Guru Tegh Bahadurji along with his four fellow members, assassinated them
in Chandni Chowk.

It was after this incident that tenth Guruji, Sri Guru Gobind Singhji (Son of Guru Tegh
Bahadurji) founder of Khalsa resolved that he would create such an identity for his
followers that they would easily identifiable, and would not be able to hide
themselves.

In 1739, Nadir Shah raided Delhi, looted Hindustan and was carrying back with him a
lot of Hindustani treasures and nearly 2200 Hindu women. The news spread like wild
fire and reached Sardar Jassa Singh the Commander of the Sikh army at that time.
Sardar Jassa Singh attacked Nadir Shah's caravan the same midnight (12 Midnight
when enemy solider were fast asleep), and rescued all the Hindu women and sent
them home safely.

Thereafter whenever anyone attacked and looted Hindustan and tried to carry the
treasures and Hindu women the Sikh army attacked them at midnight, 12 O'clock
and especially rescued the women. Thereafter, whenever any similar incident
occurred people started contacting the Sikh army for help, and the Sikhs responded,
attacking the raider's at Midnight, 12 O'clock, with a passion bordering on madness.
The enemy gards would scream out “Sardarji ka Barah Baj Gaye” .

Meaning of : Jo Bole So Nihal.....Sat Sri Akal.....

Bole So Nihal... Sat Sri Akal is a slogan or Jaikara (literally shout of victory, triumph or exultation).
It is divided in two parts or phrases. The first, '‘Bole So Nihal', is a statement meaning "whoever
utters (the phrase following) shall be happy, shall be fulfilled,” and the second part 'Sat Sri Akal'.
'Sat' means "truth", 'Sri' (a honorific word) means "great" and 'Akal' (or Akaal) means "the eternal
timeless being, ie. God"; thus the phrase can roughly be translated;"God is the Ultimate Truth".

Jewish & Sikh weddings

Va ROSLES VIDEO FRESENTS

Nupur Kantamne}ii& Corey Stein - Cinematic
Wedding Day Highlight (Jewish & Sikh) - Bing
video

Hate Crimes against Jews and Sikh’s

A X
P J

A R
- N v >
4| THE LOCAL EFFORT TO FIGHT HATE CRIME
v . 4
]

Evers declares April Sikh Awareness Month
following violence - Bing video

Sikhs and Jews - separated at birth?

Follow the link:
Sikhs and Jews - separated at birth? - The
Jerusalem Post (jpost.com)
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https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=A+jewish+sikh&qpvt=A+jewish+sikh&view=detail&mid=52136BFE8413676F7F1552136BFE8413676F7F15&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DA%2Bjewish%2Bsikh%26qpvt%3DA%2Bjewish%2Bsikh%26FORM%3DVDRE
https://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-Features/Sikhs-and-Jews-separated-at-birth
https://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-Features/Sikhs-and-Jews-separated-at-birth

A New Shaver for Women & Men
Collections — Skull Shaver

i

Follow the link below:
What Do Hinduism and Judaism Have in Common?
(VLOGZ Curtesy: Sam & Erna Daniel, NJ, USA.

How Things Grow
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Is this the rock that Moses strikes to get water?

https://www.facebook.com/groups/iLearnHebrea/permalink/4992171187477270/
What is the meaning of Meriba in Hebrew, eg this rock which Moses strikes for the Israelites to drink
water is called Waters of Massa and Meribba, Exodus17:6? (72°n)
.

|

Moses went to God for water and e
God ordered him to strike the rock ’
— he did and water came

out. Exodus 17:6. “I will stand

This rock is in Saudi
Arabia so it is not the
rock that Moshe Stuck

unless the Bible took
place in Saudi.

there before you by the rock at With Saudi opening old
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water biblical sites, there are
. . groups that believe the
will come out of it for the people . .
) ; T bible took place in
to drink. So Moses did this in the Saudi.

III
.

sight of the elders of Israe

This is psalm 67.
It has a title line and 7 verses.
It consists of us having God before us...so we
don’t stumble.
ik And blessings for the nation.
ol | Shape is Menorah, where our King wants us
to know that you come before me many
lights symbolizing nation and point of

mam i S

4

connection is the king. The king is supporting

the nation and humble and ready to be lower Future Of DiShwaSherS

than the nation. . .
. : Today we take out dishes from cabinet, use them and put
The pyramid is the opposite symbol where

e e e T arorem them in dish washer and back in the cabinet. In future the
base, his nation. dish washer itself will become the storage cabinet. You will be
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Jewish Boundary Eruv

1500 years of Jewish Custom

(Three of our talented religious writes refused to write this article as they said it was so complicated and very difficult to
understand. Only scholars are needed to understand and explain it. This information is put together by one of our team member
and after doing so the member confirmed indeed it is a very difficult topic. We are still not able to explain its philosophy. )

Sabbath means no work at all. But this is completely impossible. You have to go to synagogue,
you have to carry prayer books, you need to carry food, you need to pick up children, you need
to push strollers... all this and other activates is work.

Eruv: is a boundary used by Orthodox Jews to expand the area where they can carry objects
(and push strollers) on the Sabbath. It is a fence or a continuous wire that goes around whole
city town or village. All major cities like Manhattan London Paris Rome have Eruv.

As you drive towards the south entrance of city of Ashdod you will see
the city of Ashdod on your right. You will also notice several electric
poles carrying electricity in and out of Ashdod. However a bit lower you
will also see a wire running that is supported by wooden poles. This is
the Eruv that goes around Ashdod to let the orthodox Jews get the
freedom for the minimum work that needs to be done.
Eruv is one of those tradition’s which has blossomed from
a basic Torah principle into a highly complicated
legal matter.

Philosophy of Eruv :
To understand the philosophy of Eruv in public domain, one first needs to understand
the 34 Sabbath work restrictions and how various Rabbi’s understand them. There is

never any 100% agreement. Please follow the link to understand how complicated this is.

Eruv: History, Problems, and Solutions — Torah Ve'Ahava (torahveahava.com) If you understand it. Great.
Please make us understand how by building a boundary you are exempted from some of the 34 Sabbath restrictions.
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Why did Moses strike the rock twice?

There are many versions. This is just one of them.

"So Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and
they fell on their faces. And the glory of the LORD appeared to them. Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
"Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. Speak to the rock before their
eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the
congregation and their animals."

So Moses took the rod from before the LORD as He commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the
assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you
out of this rock?"

Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the
congregation and their animals drank. Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not
believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into
the land which | have given them.

Beyond a simple statement of fact, striking the rock twice tells us that this wasn't an accident. Why Moses
struck the rock can be explained by two things. First, this is the second time God supplied water to Israel. The
first time Moses was told to strike the rock (Exodus 17:6). Second, God told him specifically to bring Aaron's
rod. We can understand that Moses assumed that the rod was requested because it was to be used. Aaron's
involvement was being there, thus, showing approval to what was being done, and it was Aaron's rod which
was being used by Moses. God considers those who give support to wrong as equally guilty as those who do
wrong.

Moses and Aaron's failure was two-fold. In scolding the people they asked if they (Moses and Aaron) had to
bring forth water. They did not give God the credit as they should have. Secondly, they did not do was God
commanded. They improvised, but in doing so they introduced doubt into this miracle. One could claim that the
water was there and Moses merely knocked a stone covering the spring aside. If Moses had done it God's way
it would have been more impressive because merely speaking to a rock would not allow water to flow.
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Bene-Israel Jokes

Bastakar: Did you not sell you’re this
pigeon last week?

Malakar: Yes. I've got the world's best
homing pigeon. I've sold him 87 times
this month.

Mrs. Satamkar: “Doctor, take a look at
me. When | woke up this morning, |
looked at myself in the mirror and saw
my hair all wiry and frazzled up, my skin
was all wrinkled and pasty, my eyes
were bloodshot and bugging out, and |
had this corpse-like look on my face!
What's WRONG with me, Doctor!?”
Doctor Mrs. Talkar looks her over for a
couple of minutes, then calmly says:
“Well, | can tell you that there is nothing
wrong with your eyesight.”

Dongi Bene-Israel: “Where are you
from?”

Pedder Road Bene-lIsrael: “| come from
a place where we do not end our
sentences with prepositions.”

Dongri Bene-Israel: “Okay ,where are
you from, jackass?”

Charikar and a Borgaokar were playing
carom at their local club. Borgaokar was
about strike when he sees a long
funeral procession on the road next to
the club. He stops, closes his eyes, bows
down in prayer.

Charikar: “Wow, that is the most
thoughtful and touching thing | have
ever seen. You truly are a kind man.”
Borgaokar: “Yeah, well we were married
35 years.”

A general noticed one of his soldiers
Killekar, a new immigrant from India,
behaving oddly. The soldier would pick
up any piece of paper he found, frown
and say: “That's not it” and put it down
again. This went on for some time, until
the general arranged to have the soldier
psychologically tested.

The psychologist concluded that the
soldier was deranged, and wrote out his
discharge from the army.

The Killekar picked it up, smiled and
said: “That's it.”

Ashtamkar: Do you know Pingle this
news paper says when NASA first started
sending up astronauts, they quickly
discovered that ballpoint pens would
not work in zero gravity. To combat the
problem, NASA scientists spent a decade
and $12 billion to develop a pen that
writes in zero gravity, upside down,
underwater, on almost any surface
including glass and at temperatures
ranging from below freezing to 300°C.
Pingle: Oh... really?? But why did they
not use a pencil?
Bhoropkar: What is your last wish
Bamnolkar?

Bamnolkar :| want to die peacefully in
my sleep like my grandfather. Not
screaming in terror like his passengers.

Drunk Banbonkar & Kurulkar were
returning home;

Banbonkar: Thank God Jews don’t
follow sharia law!

Kurulkar: uh... hic... why?
Banbonkar: | can’t handle one! How
would | have handled four wives??!!
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Hanukkah 2021 Celebrations Around the YWorld

A DREIDEL made of Christmas lights
sits on the sidewalk along Fifth
Avenue in New York City earlier this
month. (credit: CARLO
ALLEGRI/REUTERS)

Polish Parliament
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Shirley Palkar & Oren Benjamin Social Service

Official Representatives of Jewish Agency for Aaliyah from India

As we come to the end of this year 2021 we would like to share a good and positive
information with you all. Up till now more than 100 Bene Israel Jewish Individuals from India
immigrated to Israel. Those immigrated from India included senior citizens, newly married
couples, families, youngsters and small children have come to Israel.

In fact few couples gave birth to new born babies within couple of months after their Aliyah
to Holy Land of Israel. Such a Great Mitzvah.

Shirley Palkar and Oren Benjamin is always there for the community to help and guide each
and every individual in their process of Aaliyah .

Shirley Palkar and Oren Benjamin are now three years with Jewish Agency assisting several
families from initial stage of their Aaliyah till the family / individual reach in Israel. In many
cases immigrants keep in touch with both Shirley Palkar and Oren Benjamin.

We have also received many emails of thanks and support for our social work and guidance
and for helping for smooth Aaliyah which is our biggest gift, especially the blessings we get
from senior citizens. After Aaliyah we try meeting new immigrants and senior citizens to
welcome them as it is our pleasure meeting couples and families whom we assist throughout
their Aaliyah.

Wishing you all happiness, success and good health. Happy New Year 2022.

Shirley Palkar and Oren Benjamin.
( Official Representatives of Jewish Agency for Aaliyah from India)

It was an honor for both of us
to be invited for a prestigious
function held on occasion of
External Affairs Minister of
India Dr. S. Jaishankar visit to
Israel.

ATOTAL
OF 27,057 JEWS
IMMIGRATED
TO ISRAEL IN 2021

T
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AJDC India

November 2021

- Connecting owr Jewlsh Community

Cheshwan - Kislev 5782

December 2021

- Connecting our Jewish Community

lKislw - Tevet 5782
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10BI

To our pleasant surprise this time we got a response from IOBI when we asked them for their activities. We hope this good
and healthy cooperation will continue in the future.

You are already aware of all our activities, but | would still like to emphasize two of our events in particular that were
devoted to the golden age group. We had organized a visit to the Knesset on *Aliyah day*. There were members of
our community, who, despite living in Israel for over 40-50 years had never visited the Knesset. It was like a dream
come true for them.

Then we realized the need of bringing once again, the golden age group to an event when the restrictions of
COVID-19 were eased after more than a year during which gatherings were not permitted. So, IOBI grabbed the first
opportunity to organize a "Malida ceremony" at Ashdod for them which was held in the presence of some well-
known personalities and highly respected members of our community Mr Abraham Samson Mhedekar, and Mr
Nissim Moses, to name a few. It was well attended observing the COVID guidelines.

This is just to highlight our noble intention to be with the golden age group of our community and assist them in
whatever way possible. IOBI is in the process of working on the same lines with a sincere hope to succeed in
accomplishing our goal.

We always welcome constructive suggestions and are ready to work with any group/organization for the betterment
of our Bene Israel community in particular.

[, on behalf of my team, hope that future editions of your magazine reflect the true and good side of IOBI.
Thanking you once again.

Yaffa Gupte
President - |IOBI
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Community National Union for Indian

Jews
Moses Sogokar

ITIN "TIN'"? 'M7"apgn 'YX TIN'N

ANPIAI0 NWUN

(4) 'n'7'n 'YX TIN'R | Facebook

The group aims to connect everyone who wants to the join TARNNT7 NI 72V NXIAPR7 AXNY M 75 NX 12N7 nxiapn Nun
the group in order to unite and get to know members of the UNYN NXIAZN JUNN .YIRN DX 701 n7'npn 2 DX 10N
community from all over the country. Later on, the group will | 722 DNNINZI A7'APn NNLVN DIT'E? DMON 1AYN?7 N 7y

be used to send messages to promote the community's goals
and well-being anywhere in the country.

YIX2 DIn

On Sunday 17" Oct. at King David Hotel Jerusalem, during the launch of the book by Prof.
Shaul Sapur entitled “Bombay/Mumbai : City Heritage walks” Moshe discussed with Dr. S.
Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs of India about his groups ambitions to get Bene-
Israel community members to the Keenest. He also spoke about the worsening
conditions of the cemeteries in India that Moses’s group wants to close by walls.

7IXY '9119 7Y N0 Npwn 170N 07w TIT 700 (1702 "aopiva 17-n Iwxk) DIl
YW 071w .0 YT DY NNIY nwn "NN'Yy nwnim 210 - 'Ranim/"ann" IMNnInY 1I9ko
7V 72T DA KIN. VNY7 7RY' 12 NP AN DR RANYT INIXRRE DI9WRY 2V 1TIN 7w yInn
JMin 17 11207 NXN YN ¢ IMXPZY ITINA NNAEN "N 7Y 0'NNn 0RINN

Dr. S. Jaishankar, Minister of External
Affairs of India with Mr. Moses Sogokar.

Moshe Sogakar is aspiring to become Member of Knesset representing the Bene-Israel community. The first lecture he
arranged for the Bene-Israel people was “How to save yourself from a police warrant” (most apocopate for a Bene-Israel
Bastard siting in New Jersey & some in Israel stealing from Bene-Israel community by forming NGO’s with their own family

members and sharing money between them).

We wish Moshe good luck towards his efforts to become a member of Knesset representing Bene-Israel people.
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The National Union was also created from the dream of 2130 nwn

He showed the people to the road to create a union between all the small
groups and all the cities in the country. Moshe works fearlessly and he is a
true leader!

Because only a true leader is not afraid to hear different opinions and be
listened A true leader is willing to move sideways to allow different minds
to create something great. When the offer rose to the table to start bringing it
everyone got excited and crochet it, and we were off.

And here it ended another lecture sponsored by the union. And this is the
moment to say thank you from the bottom of my heart

Thanks to Sabin Carmel Sanker Adv for giving us a lecture on execution
Thank you to Remond Sigal Basteker the director of the activists within the
union, and there is an amazing amazing performance in the Ramla
community. Thank you to @ Moshe Sogauker who turned to each and every
one and explained the dream and continues to walk towards the dream that
becomes every day another part of the new reality in our lives

Thank you to @ Yehuda Sshhankar the spokesman of the union who makes
sure we remember to present ourselves and the union

Special thanks to all the other activists and members of the management that
do sacred work And thanks to apa annw from Edna Club

Here's a taste of what it was.

(Facebook Translation)
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Friends, we started the activity for the business stage in
collaboration with the National Community Union.
A welcome initiative of the National Union and the opening of

course with the lecture of the chief lawyer of the Tzipi organization.

This week the Kiryat Gat community got a rare and amazing
glimpse into understanding the difference between a will and
inheritance up close and here is the place to note that it was a
stunning lecture by Tzipi, the audience participated and enjoyed the
information.

It was an excellent cooperation, they gave us the stage and
presented both the goals of the team and to promote the desire to
run forward together.

Dear Tzipi - thank you very much for your cooperation. the
feedbacks have been excellent . There is already a demand for more
lectures.

Thank you very much

Thanks to everyone who helps and promotes together with the
union the objectives for which the union was created.
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Pune Bene-Israel World
Dr. Reuben Daniels Pezarkar

Indian Express newspaper gives
news of Hanukkah celebrations
by the Jewish community of
Pune at the Succath Shelomo
ue.

Synagog
N Wy

Other News:

100 Year Celebration: 100th Anniversary celebration is due for two
years which was delayed due to Corona limitations. The synagogue is
going on with the formation of a committee which will decide the date
and programmes to be conducted. It will definitely be in the year 2022.
We would like to make it an international event where all the members
who prayed in this synagogue attend.

Noar Hall community center: The managing committee members are in
the process of filing a few cases against the illegal occupier of our “Noar
Hall community center.”
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WISHES

Members of the Jewish
community celebrate
Hanukkah, the festival of
lights, at Succath Shelomo
Synagogue in Rasta Peth on
Sunday. Povan Khengre




Piyyut - India (01'9) Songs from Tanakh in Bene-Israel Indian Tunes

Avichai Bhastakar
This group saves Bene-Israel tunes for the future. Avichaiis bornin Israel but is strongly attached to Bene-Israel Heritage.

| wanted to share with you about a project I'm in the middle We are also working on the project of translating Mr. Haim
of working on. Kehimkar’s book into Hebrew. Please help us complete this

. . . . project by donation.
| write musical notes on piyyutim and passages from the Rosh

Ashana and Yom Kippur in the style of our Bene-Israel. | have

_ We have collected hundreds of Marathi prayer books that we
already about 30 musical notes.

need to scan and place in a virtual library on the internet.
We need donation for this project. Please send the donation | Please help us with your donations.
to the details below.

For donations. Note for the preservation of poetry and customs of India.
Avihay Bastekar

[12'1 R'22N IN'7X DTIAN.
61486437 pawn on 20 jnay "'w 0wt 797 00X Nyaa 910 IR 712
IBAN: 1L970107970000061487437

Or in paypal:
paypal.me/TraditionalBnelsrael
Or in bit +972543046072

To send materials address:
To Avihay Bastekar
137/3,Harav Zvi Yehuda kook street, mail box 2044,Kiryat Arba 9010000 Israel

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 112



Magen Hassidim Synagogue — Mumbai
Ronen Bhonkar

4

There were two interesting occasions held at the synagogue. The Hanukkah was celebrated in the best possible way that was
possible in this Corona time. Oil lamps were lit daily and members attended and celebrated the occasion.

On 21% Nov 2021 Ronen & Rahel Bhonkar celebrated their son Ziv’s birthday at
the synagogue with cake cutting Malida celebration and dinner.

However this occasion was made special for Ziv as he was made to sit on a gold
balance and date fruits equal to his weight were distributed.
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This was the first Bene-Israel synagogue built in Ashdod in the
Ashtrom area (Ezor Gemel) in the early 70’s. After 50 years it
needs some serious repairs and changes; especially for the
disables as there are only stairs.

;;;;;;

The original plan was to cover the synagogue with Jerusalem
Stone but on inspection it relived that the old structure may

not be able to hold the weight of the stone tiles.

Many of our Bene-Israel brothers and sisters started in Ashdod
and have prayed in this synagogue. Now many of them have
settled all over Israel and outside Israel. Please contribute
generously for this cause.

Please see the bank details in Hebrew.
If you need any more information please send us an email to
shaniwarteli@gmail.com

M08 X1p Mp
10330 N°3 730 wI1T'Na PN nnpb N1
mip% Toox munnb m’:m
e DTN N3 MAN I BT <
e e ;
"IN P33 et
186 30

: P3TNN DY
JITUNR 270N 120

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume #9, 1 Jan 2022 Page Number: 114




DONATE
$18

Gabriel Project Mumbai Emergency Nutrition for Starving Families!!
Gabriel Project Mumbai Emergency Nutrition for Starving Families!!
“AMAZING FIGHTS Against RUMORS”
Donate Here: Gift The World A Shot by Debra Feinberg | Root Funding

Dear Leo,

“Two years after taking the COVID-19 vaccine,
we will all die” said Lavannya’s neighbor, “and if we don’t die then all
vaccinated women and kids will be sterile.”

With these kinds of rumours spreading in the Gavitpada hamlet of the Kalamdevi
village it was no wonder that may residents refused to consider vaccinating
themselves and family members despite experiencing many deaths during the
second wave of COVID-19 infections, only a few months ago.

Lavannya is a young widow with four children. Her eldest daughter has just finished
tenth grade. “l thought the vaccine was too risky. | lost my husband. | cannot
lose my daughter too.”

“That’s when this team of people from GPM came to our village. | wasn’t willing
to attend. But some women from my SHG (Self-Help Group) were going so | just
went along. | was surprised to hear that people in the other padas (hamlets) had
taken the injection. The information they shared with us was important. |
realized that by not allowing my daughter to be vaccinated, | was putting her at
risk. She needs to find work” Lavannya now feels that vaccination is very
important for her and for her family and she has received the vaccination. She has
now registered her daughter and an eligible son to receive the vaccination when
the GPM vaccination staff next come to her village.

For as little as $18 you can help us give the COVID-19 shot. For $180 you can
help vaccinate 10 people and for $1800 you can help vaccinate 100 people!

Help us reach our goal of vaccinating $108,000 so WE can vaccinate six entire
villages (56,000 people) in our district as soon as possible.
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https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=BkxpCO&mc=r0&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EtSWzbZ&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=BkxpCO&mc=r0&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EtSWzbZ&
https://rootfunding.com/campaigns/notgonnamisstheirshot

Cutesy : Sam & Erna Daniel

New Zealand-the Jewish Connection
A Light for the Indigenous Nations - Tablet Magazine

Flags of Maori, New Zealand, Israel, and the United Tribes are displayed
during a ceremony of apology, called a ‘whakapaha,” which was held to
express regret for New Zealand’s actions in standing against Israel at the
United Nations, and to seek forgiveness, 2018© 2021 PERRY TROTTER

In 1886, Mount Tarawera erupted on the island country of Aotearoa, now
better known as New Zealand. It was so violent that the eruption was
heard 300 kilometers away in Auckland. Some feared that the loud
explosions were cannon fire and that the city was under assault from
Russian warships.

It was here that my mother and her family grew up. We are known as
tangata whenua, people of the land. Though | am Maori, | have for many
years worked in and around Jewish issues—the memory of the Holocaust,
advocacy for Zionism, and fighting antisemitism. But it is only in more
recent years that | have become increasingly aware of the parallels that
exist between my own claim to indigeneity and that of Jews to the land
of Israel.

When a Maori person reads the genealogies in the Tanakh, it resonates
with the practice that is kept alive in Maori gatherings, where much of the
speechmaking revolves around ‘whakapapa,’ recounting genealogy to
establish the connections between peoples. (follow the link above).
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Thane-Shaar Hashamain (Gateway to Heaven) Synagogue
Sami/Samuel Daniel

Under leadership of Mr. Samuel Daniel the synagogue
celebrated its 142 years and Hanukah lighting
celebration. The colorful pictures show the lively buzz at
these occasions beautiful occasions.

]
sl {'~'¢: R
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This Synagogue in Cairo had the same name (1898-1905)

author.

(8) (PDF) The "Gate of Heaven'<i>(Sha'ar Hashamayim)</i> Synagogue in

Cairo (1898-1905): On the Contextualization of Jewish Communal
Architecture | Hana Taragan - Academia.edu

The Gates of Heaven Synagogue (1863), the

Canada Curtesy:
Webinar on “The Jews of India” entitled, Sam & Erna
"Sale, Settle, Share, The Symbiosis: Tales of the Portuguese Jews of Madras/Chennai", Daniel

Sale, Settle, Share, The Symbiosis: Tales of the Portuguese Jews of Madras/Chennai - YouTube

The webinar is almost 1 3/4 hours, featuring historian Dr. Kranti Farias and Captain Davvid
Levi of the last family of Chennai (formerly Madras). Please watch at your leisure and share

with others.
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https://www.academia.edu/19499124/The_Gate_of_Heaven_i_Shaar_Hashamayim_i_Synagogue_in_Cairo_1898_1905_On_the_Contextualization_of_Jewish_Communal_Architecture
https://www.academia.edu/19499124/The_Gate_of_Heaven_i_Shaar_Hashamayim_i_Synagogue_in_Cairo_1898_1905_On_the_Contextualization_of_Jewish_Communal_Architecture
https://www.academia.edu/19499124/The_Gate_of_Heaven_i_Shaar_Hashamayim_i_Synagogue_in_Cairo_1898_1905_On_the_Contextualization_of_Jewish_Communal_Architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldest_synagogues_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldest_synagogues_in_the_United_States
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vD0QWRhSy6c

Raigad is mother to us Bene-Israel people. It is the land where God landed us
like Yona from the mouth of the fish.

It is the land where God made sure that we return to our Jewish land by local
calling us "Shaniwar Teli" so that our identity is not lost. If we had not
received this name, perhaps we would never be discovered. As the saying
goes "More than Jews keeping the Sabbath, Sabbath has kept the Jews".
This applies so well in the case of Bene-Israel.

God kept us Bene-Israel protected from the destruction of Jews during
second temple in the 1 century until the Holocaust in the 19" century. We
seem to be chosen of chosen people of God who protected us during 2000
years and still bought us back to our land when it was independent in 1948.

Raigad is the land that gave us our profession prosperity parnasa and growth
for over 2000 years. If we Bene-Israel forget Raigad it will be like denying the
wonderful blessings God gave us Jews in Raigad.

The miracle of Prophet Elijah’s rock in Raigad was a sign and a message that
God has not forgotten us Bene-Israel Shaniwar teli’s. He loved us and
protected us. Why else would Prophet Elijah’s chariot leave marks in Raigad.

Therefore | strongly feel we have to save and protect our heritage in Raigad
as in every Jewish heritage in Raigad, it reflects the love of God for the Bene-
Israel people. He did not forget us for 2000 years. He protected our Jewish
identity. He took us back the holy land when a Jewish state was formed.
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Raigad Jewish Association (RJA) celebrated 181 years for
MAGEN ABOTH SYNAGOGUE ALIBAG

. . L . sesdann
Indian Jewish Association of Australia & New Zealand Inc.

Indian Jewish Association of Australia & New Zealand — Celebrating Indian Jewish Heritage (ijaanz.org)

The Indian Jewish Association of Australia and New Zealand Inc. (IJAANZ) was Governance

incorporated in May 2021. This is the first time ever a group of Indian Jews in Chair: Yoel Samson

the Australasia have come together under one head. Secretary: Nathan Elijah

Other groups should take good lessons from them. The have already Treasurer: Michael Foxen
announced its registration details and list of rules and regulations including Committee Member: Angelica Jacob
details of elections aims and what they want to achieve on their website. Committee Member: Solomon Erulkar
Microsoft Word - Model Rules for an Incorporated Association IJAA 5 Jun 2021.doc (ijaanz.org) Committee Member: Samuel Mordechai
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Eliat
Moshe Digodkar

Eliat has been very busy
this quarter with
Hanukkah celebrations
and the Ms. Universe
completion.

An innovative way of
celebration of
Hanukkah was
experimented using
water fountains lights
and colors.

Many Bene-Israels
bought tickets for the
Ms. Universe
competition and were
happy to see the show,
once in a life time

HAR AZ SANDHU opportunity A new way oféele ating this

At the same time the festival of |lqhh
INDIA

8 | Hanukkah candles were
MISS UNIVERSE 2021 lit daily in the Bene-

Israel synagogue.
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These were the show price for the Ms. World
show until for the very last moment.

And finally at the show time they gave free entry
who ever came to see the show.

Many Bene-Israel sitting in the show were happy
that India won but at the same time sad for the
Israeli participant. But the rule of the world is
“Jo Jeeta Vo Sikandar”.

Noa Cochva from Israel

These are photos of Hanukkah celebrations. Every day the synagogue lit candles and had a small party. About another
Synagogue in Sitar also had the same celebration but | don't have much details. The synagogue lit two different Hanukah in
two different places in the Synagogue for men and women.

i X .. | CRERE =
This is#8t ladies Hartkkah candles
Yy X "' S 7"~“-V,_v_. 3 '

lighting. — -
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ORT

(Organization for Rehabilitation through Training)
Sivana David Ashtamkar

We have uploaded the ORT India educational scholarship forms and online education
forms for the year 2021-2022. www.Ortindia.org

The last day for receiving the forms is on or before 30 April 2022.

We hope that our next batch of Taglit-Birthright (Birthright Israel | A Free Trip to Israel | Taglit -
Birthright Israel ) should take place by June 2022, depending on the pandemic situation in
our world.

Look ahead at ORT India for Career choice, seminar for students, parents & also for
working people who want to enhance or shift their career.

Individual aptitude and interest testing and career guidance for students from 09th std.

until 12th standard.

Importance of aptitude test in education and career

The aptitude test is of a great importance for the students studying in school or those
people who want to change their profession. The test will give them a precise result of
what is the actual abilities of a person. The importance of an aptitude test can be
understood by the fact that they being widely used now for various purposes.

What is the importance of Aptitude Test in our life?

The aptitude test can be used as a measure of the abilities of a person. These tests give
the complete picture of a person’s mind. The aptitude test is of a great importance for
the students studying in school or those people who want to change their profession.

INTERP®

Let your aptitude test
help you choose.
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[JHC

Ruth Greenfield

While Indian Jewish Heritage Committee waits for their Nitivot projects they organize various zoom meetings.
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The Indian Jewish Heritage Center &
The Cochin Heritage Center are
inviting you to join us to "Heritage
On Zoom" talk number 77 on
Gabriel Project Mumbai ,December-
16-2021, 20:00 Israel local time.
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/8584790
7468
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Shalom and hello to you all from our families in
Melbourne.

We just enjoyed the Hannukah festival here at home
and it was great continuing the candle lighting
tradition. Some of my friends at work were quite
interested in the festival and customs. We got talking
about the Sufganiot and Latkes. | started getting daily
wishes of “Happy Hannukah” and there were
requests to taste Latkes. With the help of Salome, we
cooked some latkes for our workmates and they were
served during our community lunch prior to our
Company shutting down until early January 2022.

I would like to wish you all a safe and lovely 2022. All
the best in the future and it’s great that our Bene
Israel Community are staying connected.
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Beth El Synagogue, Panvel

Missing to Rs. 80,000,000/- ( Rupees eighty lakhs $115,000 or 400,000 NIS)

Moses Korlekar

In the Beth El Synagogue panvel, former
trustees and executive committee members
1) Nissim Yakob Palkar and

2) Simon Dighodkar,

They have not done audit of account from
1982 to 1999 of Beth El Synagogue Panvel

amounting to Rs. 8,000,000/- ( eighty lakhs ).

(5115,000 or 400,000 NIS).

Now Hon'ble Charity Commissioner sahib’s
office of Maharashtra state has filed Sue
Motto case (Suo motu action is when a High
Court or Supreme Court on its own takes the
control over the matter or the case) against
them, for recovery of this huge amount. (see
first two pages images of the five page
documents). For the full document please
contact the synagogue committee.

Please note that the existing committee
members have made audit of Beth El
Synagogue in Panvel from the year 2000 to
2020 and submitted to Hon'ble Charity
Commissioner saheb. Also Audit Report for
the year 2020 to 2021 is ready with the C.A.
and will be submitted soon.
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We are waiting for the judgement on this matter
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Good evening dear Leo brother, Mr. Malekar, Palkar and

Dighodkar made propaganda that our committee members
have demolished all graves in Panvel Jewish Cemetery. See

today’s (21.12.21)photographs. All graves are in good condition.

Some are more than 100 years old. +

g 1y

o
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The Shaare Rason Synagogue, Khadak (1840)
By Sinora Yeheal Kolatkar +91 9821400036

The Synagogue is newly done by Mrs. Sinora Yeheal Kolatkar
and Mr. Judah David Samuel in the Year 2015. The synagogue
was built in 1840 and always the repairs jobs come up
especially during heavy rains. Repairing is completed. But still
donations are always welcome as things come up all the time.
Nobody has yet come forward for help with donations.
We have a good Minyan too. We are asking for donations for
constant maintenance & repairs of the synagogue. Many of

you were members of this synagogue and prayed in this
synagogue. Please help us preserving this synagogue.

Please send your donations to THE SHAARE RASON
SYNAGOGUE ESTATE TRUST, directly to the Bank account with
a personal message to Sinora Kolatkar on 9821400036
BANK OF BARODA
BHAT BAZAAR BRANCH
A/cno -99310100007123. New IFSC BARBODBBBAZ
FIFTH ALPHABET IS NUMERICAL ZERO AND NOT ALPHABET O
Should anybody requires any further information about the
Synagogue, please contact: Sinora Yeheal Kolatkar
Mobile No +91 9821400036
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BJP’s Jewish Minority Leader in Maharashtra
Sassoon Phanspurkar

No activity reported.

IJF - Indian Jewish Federation
Advocate David Talegaonkar

No Activity reported

Indian representative office for WIZO

No activity reported.
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We are looking for help in Hebrew and Marathi articles. More writers are also
welcome.

Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible
To Our Readers

Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com
Write to us about any Bl business you run and would like to advertise free
Please send us matrimonial to add to the classified poems and stories (Marathi English Hebrew)

All your suggestions are welcome

Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.
No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.
Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

© N U A WM PR

9. There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong
or misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private
circulation. Only purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any
abusive language is used against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shaniwar Teli is a
collective team. No individual is responsible.

Coming Dead Line to submit matter for next issue:

15" Tuesday 2022
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