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Passover Greetings from Shaniwar Teli
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See page 54 where Ronith teaches us cooking quick snack “Onian Bhajias” to finish Passover.
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Corrections and Letters

Corrections: We are sorry for these corrections in the last issue. Thank you for letting us know.

— Bene Ephrzim community (Fram Assam)

=A: FIAY

Page 109: Assam should be AP.

a) and Mr. Reuben (Shlomo) Benjamin

to India during 1931 from Eden when

d . Levy's grandfather Asher was working
et —

The newsletter is very long. Suggest a
max of 15-20 pages. Balance can be
used for future issues.

Page 17: grandfather should be father. Joey Joseph, Australia

Letters

To Shaniwar Teli,

My visit to Roha, Ashtami looking for our Beth El
Synagogue ended in finding a school, where the
toilets are placed where Hekhal stood.

Hekhal refers to the holiest room in the
synagogue, where Torah scrolls are kept.

There are two rumors about this school’s history

1. Itis given to the local body by the Jews to
run a School and to maintain the Sanctity
of the Holy place once a House of
Worship.

2. This place was sold by local Post Master
Late. Mr. Abraham Ashtamkar to the
local body for a price.

Thanks sir, appreciate your guidance on this.
Let's hope may be if we donated, let our Jewish
symbols be our Jewish identity in this place.
Thank you so much

Abraham Shalom

We request our Bl community to send us
information on this matter if you have any.

Chanmitah Completion

Resalts
Winner of & 100

Winner : Karmiel(Kinneeret) S. Aptekar
From: Saul Aptekar, To: Shaniwar Teli, March 21, 2021
Dear Shaniwar Te
li Team & Sponsor,
Thanks for the cash gift with card. Chag sameach.
Thanks and Regards,
Karmiel S. Aptekar

Karmiel S.
Aptekar (Age: 19)

e == o

w.:;"'fj:_; .’ -——: __,_, ?.x"(;
Magen Abraham Synagogue in Ahmedabad.

p——

—
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers,

We at Shaniwar Teli cover all the developments in Israel and around the world of our Bene Israel brethren. We are designed
to inform, educate or entertain our fellow Bene Israel worldwide. We hope to strengthen ties with each and every one. We
hope everyone is safe from this Pandemic.

We wish each and every one of you a Happy Passover. Our young and brilliant Mr. Karmiel Aptekar won the Quiz contest
which was held by the Shaniwar Teli.

We have taken into consideration the various suggestions that are sent to us. We try our best to cover all the developments
in Israel and around the Jewish world of the Bene-Israel’s.

_Shulmith SOLOMON Charikar Ph.D.

“ An Eth ahic study by
< Dr, Shulmith Isaac Solomon
|- 400 pages

FENTRAT 1.1111111111}
(4
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Letter from the e-Newsletter creator

Dear Readers,
In last fifty years | have not seen so many positive activities happening together in the Bene-Israel community.

1.
2.

00

RJA is taking up and completing new projects in preserving our heritage in Raigah

Elijah Jacob (ex-president of AJDC) is trying to put an orchestra together of Bl singers and musicians to sing Kirtan songs.
This group will be traveling around the world doing their programs.

Association for Bene-Israel Marathi & English literature preservation in Hebrew (ABMEH) under guidance of Avihay
Bastekar from Kiryat Arba who has collected hundreds of Marathi & English old Bl prayer, songs and customs &
tradition books, scanned them and preserved in digital mode.

ABMEH realizes for Israeli born Bl children it is important to translate these books into Hebrew. The first project they
have taken up is to translate H.S Kehimkar's book into Hebrew for digital saving. They need help of $12 / 40 NIS to
translate per page. Please help them.

This March IJHC are did a feature on some Bene-Israel soldiers (list created by Mr. Nissim Moses, Bl Historian).

Pune synagogue takes repossession of the part of the property of the synagogue that was taken from the synagogue by
force and starts maintenance of Jewish cemetery.

John Perry and his team in New Jersey introduced Bl to the US world.

Jewish community in Australia sponsored and produced a book on “Kosher Indian Cooking”

Shaniwar Teli has started its first effort to reach the Hebrew speaking Bl through ABMEH’s help while an effort to reach
the Marathi speaking Bl through Mr. Samuel Daniel Bamnolkar from Thane.

10. Rabbi Samuel Ben-Shalom Divekar has been guiding the community from Jerusalem. With this newsletter we are

including
Elijah (Leo) Daniels

gl o
— :
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Our Bene-Israel Living Legend [ X717 11 @ H1/7171]

This 94 year young man became my friend just a year ago when we started the first issue of Shaniwar
Teli. Nissim Moses had introduced us. | have still never met him nor did | even speak to him. But|am
so impressed with this unusually special kind personality.

Mr. Samuel Daniel Divekar agreed to become our USA representation as we requested others in other
countries. Then on Sam starting sending us amazing information. He introduces us to Siona Benjamin
who guided us how to redesign our newsletter and allowed us to use her unique painting images on
front pages. In every Shaniwar Teli newsletter you find a lot of Jewish related items where it mentions
“Curtesy: Samuel & Erna Daniel”. His enthusiasm astonished me. There was never a day when he did
not send something interesting.

With his degree in M.S.W (Masters in Social Work) he has won many awards including
“Awards for increasing the social bonding between Bene-iIsrael”.

This is, if not impossible, but a very difficult task and if Sam was awarded for increasing social bonding
between Bene-Israel, this man should be an Angel!! Only Angels can perform miracles.

We want to honor our dear angel member of the Bene-Israel community as :

“Dioing Legend of the Bene -Israel community”.

Respected
Mr. Samuel M

Daniel Divekar
March, 9, 1927
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Samuel (Sam) was born to Lt. Michael Daniel Divekar and Yerusha daughter of Sadick
Reuben Penkar on 9th March 1927 in Bombay, India. He is the descendant of a long line
of Honorable and Distinguished Army personnel of the Bene Israel Community from the
original Commadam Muccadam Family of the Divekar Family Group. This family group
were the one who establish the first two synagogues of the Bene Israel Community in
Mandvi District of Bombay City.

Sam’s family then living in Assam; India had him admitted to one of the leading
educational institutions in the region “St. Placid’s High School, Chittagong, which is now
in Bangladesh, India. He registered and studied at two colleges in of the prestigious
higher education colleges in Bombay (now Mumbai) -Wilson College and Siddharth
College in Bombay University for the Bachelor’s degree with Physics as his Major and
Mathematics as his minor on 21 August 1951. Later he joint Govt. Law Collage in
Churchgate Mumbai but flew to USA to Howard University as he was admitted.

Being a distinguished student Sam went to the USA from India and was admitted for his
{M.S.W. (Master of Social Work) Degree.} with emphasis on Clinical Social Work- a
degree program at Howard University, Washington D.C., U.S.A. which he completed in
1957. He then for his specialization did a follow up training program in Psychotherapy at
the Jewish Board of Guardians in New York, N.Y. USA.

In 1975 Sam met the Love of his Life Erna Weber (of Swedish origin) , who totally
captured his heart and he married her. They are a lovely couple who together think
benefits they can bring to the Bene-Israel community.

(Above text and pictures on this page are taken from Mr. Nissim Moses’s Bio-Brief on Samuel
Michael Daniels Divekar)

T

Awards of Samuel Micahael Daniel Divekar for
his and Erna’s Activity in Social Bonding of the
Bene Israel Community

Sam ! Sam !! Tell them

to stop throwing Samosas and
Batata Vadas on each other !

o, this Friday the
Yagdal tune will be the ]
one | like!! If not | wil L ! £

o

Maam, why are you calling us??!! We are
the police. We can not help. If American
and Canadian Bene-lIsraels are fighting
:—F__,_._.-r-*""f'again then call Sam & Erna Daniel. You need 34
/" their contact number.... 2211 '
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The Tomb of Cave of Machpela

the Biblical This holy site is the resting place and shrine of the
Forfathers and Mothers of the Jewish people. It is the second-
holiest place in Judaism after Jerusalem’s Temple Mount

Forefathers
and Mothers

To Organize visits /events call 02-996-5333 (info@hebron.com

We visited this beautiful place last week.

'l Jacob Hall

in today’s Hebron, the Capital city then) from
Hitties around 3800 years ago. Only in 1967
Hebron was liberated by the Jews.

When Sarah died Abraham buys this land (how E‘n, |

4.Jacob Hall

it
ik \
. al . ) - it
2 ,‘_{:’;3'2 '*'
First built 2000 years ago | Under foreign regimes
by King Herod. parts were built.

The place is also known as the “Cave of the
Couples”.

The Zohar of the Kabbalah mentions The Cave r——)
of Machpela is the entrance to the Garden of = E ,‘ :
Eden.

Catorw e e (e

Rahel died on the way so her
tomb is in Bethlehem and not next to Jacob

Adam buried his wife Eve in the cave, later 1.Entrance

joining her after his death. www.hebron.com
A must visit place for every Jew. Cave of the Patriarchs

Shaniwar Teli Issue 6, 1 April, 2021 Page :10


http://www.hebron.com/

Abraham’s Tomb

el
gt

Abraham taking Sarah to her burial site in the cave. Cave of the Patriarchs (the male head of a family or tribe)

As we saw this wonderful place | asked our guide if Hagar’s tomb was also here. He said no. The death place of Hagar is Kaaba,
Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. Her son Ismail too was buried next to her after her death.

Please call friendly Guide Ari Singer (English & Hebrew) for visits and explanations and
arranging events. Phone/WhatApp: +972542281569
Instagram: @toursinisrael
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Question: How and why did Bene-Israel in Israel start performing Malida with dry fruits?
Answers:

Jerry Kolet: for us malida has become a synonymous with poha (parched rice). It became difficult in Israel to
find it...and also rice underwent process to become poha. It became more difficult to find with poha Kashrut.

So the brethren in Israel did it with dry fruits (that was respectable alternative). The intent is there so really no
issue.

Nissim Moses: There is no such thing as a dry fruit Malidah by itself. But in lieu of the availability of certain fresh fruits like
grapes you can have raisin black or white, or wine instead of fresh figs you can have dry figs instead of fresh dates you do
have dry dates. Never heard of dry pomegranates, olives are any way salted or in vinegar. For shehiyanu bracha you need any
new fruit of the sesson. For Ha adam blessing you can use any fruit say papaya fresh or dry or even potatoes. And that is for
Tubeshbat Malidah. Bit generally one eats dry fruits among the Bene Israel in Passover week and around Shavuoth. There is
no such thing as a regular dry fruit Malidah This s concoction of some Dor Ha zair smart alec or maid.
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Crime - Eye-Wash Business of Agents to bring Indian Foreign Workers to Israel

After getting through a very complex bureaucratic system to get some help for old parent at
home, we approached an official agent who was authorized to bring foreign workers from
India as health care workers.

The women who was bought to us was Seema Sharma (a very Hindu name) but told us she
was a Christian. She already had a local mobile phone that we thought the agent may have
provided her. As a day passed we noticed she is talking on the phone most of the time in a
day. We told her calls can be very expensive to India. She said no, she was talking to her
family in Tel-Aviv??!! Then we came to know that her sister and her brother, are already
working here her brothers too are here and soon her husband will come.

We lived in Ashdod and her family in Tel-Aviv. After a month she just said good bye and
went to live with her family in Tel-Aviv. She said in the contract it say we can ask her to leave
her job in one month if we don’t like her work and she has the right to leave the job in one
month. But she already has been issue stay in Israel for 5 years and on our approval she can
work in Israel for five years, while we have no one.

Indian Forigen worker dancing
on body of sick Israeli elderly

The agent said this can happen and recommend to re-apply to get another one. So we did the whole process again and in six
months another women Jhasi (again a Hindu name) came who said she was a Christian and again she had a phone talking
most of the time in a day to her relatives in Tel-Aviv and in one month she too left to go and live with her family in Tel-Aviv.

We wrote letters and sent three reminders to Israeli Embassy in India and to the Ministry of Internal affairs in Israel but with
no response. Later we were told there is a huge Tamil Christian community in Tel-Aviv who have come here as foreign health
care workers. These workers get excellent payments working in odd jobs in Tel-Aviv and pay bribes to agents to bring their

family members against new approval certified by the government to bring a new health care worker for an elderly member

of the family.
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We were told these health care workers come after
training but the two workers we got did not know
anything. From how to take temperature and blood
pressure or home glucose tests, we had to teach them
every thing. They had no training on how to give bath to
elderly or how to change and put on their dippers and
how to pick or hold them.

On Saturdays you will find hundreds of Indian Tamil
foreign workers playing cricket in the Ha-Yarkon park and
their wife’s gossiping with lunch and picnic boxes. Their
children playing around.

Hundreds of elderly people in Israel are cheated over
years while no one cares. They take the approval and the
help that arrives just runs away after a month. These
same workers when they go to middle-east countries are
treated like dogs and dare they cheat any citizen. They
would be in jail for their life. They cheat then earn the
best salaries doing other jobs get all the benefits while
own Bene-Israel agent help them and give them legal
advice how to cheat the first employer and then the Israel
government by continuing to stay in Israel and bring their
whole family.

If anyone is interested in exposing this dirty racket, please
contact us and we will give you details of the family.
shaniwarteli@gmail.com

No no sir, please understand.
Yes we are Bene-Israel Jews
from India but we prefer to be
forigen workers from India
who are working in Israel.

They earn more than
Israelis and get money for
all holidays and weekend:
and a huge salary and all
social benifites.

My
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Health - How much water should you drink in a day

Nathan Elijah (Walwatkar)

Director& Partner at Injury Prevention & Rehabilitation Consultants, Melbourne Australia

Studies in Sweden at Uppsala University have shown dehydration causes
muscles to Shrink. To avoid getting up at night don't drink 2 or 3 hours
before bed except if you do drink small mouthfuls. Avoid tea coffee and
certain medications diuretics that get rid of body fluid and send you to the
toilet. Not drinking water does not allow the body to flush out toxins
bacterial and fungus from the area leading to burning thrush etc.

Each 40 Kg = 1 Liter /day
The formulais 1 liter per 40 kg body weight and
follows the ratio e.g. 100 kg 2.5 (you can count
thin chicken soup Rasa in but not tea coffee or
alcohol because they make you lose water and
run to the toilet).

As normal urine is acidic it kills most stuff down there. As a result of drinking less the kidneys reabsorb water concentrating
the urine which causes irritation due to being concentrated. People try to get to the toilet and it's painful or burning with very
little coming out. In time the bladder which is a muscle called detrusor shrinks and becomes weak leading to more problems.
One needs to continue to drink mouthfuls of water more in the morning. This is only if you wish to stay healthy and live long. |

hope you all will, as it's no fun if there will be no one to talk to.

Gosalkar, my doctor Wow Palkar!!
told me the best way Thank you for NO EDLDH‘,TMHSMHEHT vious ?J?HK‘IIEJ.[" '!UI
fneheduomere sharing! You're drinking a lot of wate A ST
RN So how do we
drinking enough water ; PALE STRAW COLOR y AIMBEI} OR H[IHE‘I’
is by checking the check the urine e il T our body 1SNt getting
y g You e normal & '."'.'l.-."l FI:,-'.'.I!':—. \.'-j e Uf n water
ifitis colorless?

color of your urine. It

should be colorless
*%
like water. ##2?11 ———

TRANSPARENT YELLOW SYRUP OR BROWN ALE
-‘l | “;I:-L ‘Hpﬁ | : FI Irl{ HTH" -
(. [ I‘-. W L r L ’ | |

Shaniwar Teli Issue 6, 1 April, 2021 Page :15



Future of Toilets & Jails

Inter Trans- Men& Women Bi-
&Leshin  sexual

—

Queer

-SseXx

<= =>
<= =>

JAIL

Jails will have to be divided as their toilets.

What is Oz?

When Aus or Aussie, the short form for an Australian, is pronounced for fun with a hissing sound at the end, it

sounds as though the word being pronounced has the spelling Oz. Hence Australia in informal language is referred
to as Oz.

The Strange Sculptures

in Victoria’s Way park.
Victoria's Way park is a private park
near the village of Roundwood in
Ireland, which attracts people with
its unusual sculptures. Strangle the
park also has many Ganapati
sculptures playing various music
instruments.
The strange sculptures in Victoria's Way park »
Tripfreakz.com
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Pos Peer Malida-(PAUS PIRANCHA MALIDA)

Amazingly no one today knows the origin of “Pos Peer Malida”. There are families who still perform this Malida annually but have no
idea why they are doing it.

Suggestion: of its origins: We tried to investigate this subject; however, the replies we received explained only how it is done, but not
why? Except some vague explanations. When we found no source in the Bl community, we approached our dear friend Mr. Raamesh
Gowri Raghavan (see below his details) who is an expert on the Bene-Israel community. We were also helped by Rabbi Shmuel Ben-
Shalom (Divekar), Mrs. Sinnora Kolatkar from Borivili and Mr. Benhur Bhastekar from Mumbai. Finally, we got the exact explanation
from Mr. Nissim Moses, our resident Bene-Israel historian.

Below are the explanations given by each contributor. Also, Leora Pezarkar, along with Mr. Raghavan, traveled to the Pezari village to
take photograph this place; sadly, this proved impossible due to the Coronavirus. We hope to source, and publish, some pictures in the
future. Meanwhile, if any of our Bene-Israel members travel to Pezari village, please take some pictures, get some historical details and
send it to shaniwarteli@gmail.com.

Mr. Raamesh Gowri Raghavan (reference below) wrote: (We thank Raamesh for his help)

One of the unique traits and identity of the Bene Israeli community is the practice of offering the Malida. A traditional practice perhaps adapted from
their Persian/Islamic brethren in the neighbourhood, it represents a blend of two cultures - being Jewish and Bene Israeli Jewish. The use of rice
flakes, coconut and fresh fruits are the local ingredients of the region and ones that the community adopted these practices/customs into its cooking.
Presenting it to invoke the name of Prophet Elijah is a unique Bene Israeli “Jewish” aspect.

One such Malida that is practiced by only a few families of the community interestingly finds its association with a Peer from Pezari village in
Raigad district of Maharashtra. There is no concrete evidence of what may have led to a Malida prayer performance at memorial of a Peer (Holy
Man in Islam); whether he was a Jewish or not may be part of further study. Since very little is known about the Peer, there are various legends and
oral histories associated with it.

It is believed that the first Malida at this particular Peer memorial was performed by the Bhastekar family, followed by the Pezarkar’s and then a few
others. This malida, conducted in the Marathi month of ‘Paush’ (December - January) points to the etymology behind it - originally the malida would
have been known as ‘Paush Peer cha malida’ which would later been corrupted to ‘poz peer cha malida’.

According to an oral legend, the Bhastekar family was the first one to start this Malida as an offering to a Peer to overcome certain illnesses. It is
believed that on this day, every year, a tiger comes to the Peer Dargah (Muslim shrine) and cleans the dargah (shrine/grave) with its tail. This may
not be seen at the dargah today, but it’s a belief of yore.
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Though these beliefs may not have any concrete history to back it up, it remains an important Malida-offering practice in the select few families of
the community. It is important because it narrates an important aspect of cultural adaptation and its evolution while still in keeping to the key tenets.

Rabbi Shmuel Ben-Shalom (Divekar): Sent us the below scanned pages from an old Marathi prayer book

Shaniwar Teli Issue 6, 1 April, 2021 Page :18




Mr. Raamesh Gowri Raghavan (Continued)

be seen today at the dargah but it’s a belief of yore.

to the key tenets.

According to an oral legend, the Bhastekar family was the first one to start this Malida as an offering to a Peer to overcome certain illness. It is
believed that on this day, every year, a tiger comes to the Peer Dargah (Muslim shrine) and cleans the dargah (grave of a with its tail. This may not

Though these are beliefs and may not have any concrete history to back it up, it is still an important Malida-offering practice in the select few
families of the community. This practice is important as it narrates an important aspect of cultural adaptation and its evolution while still in keeping

| Mr. Benhur Bhastekar assisted by Mrs. Sinnora Kolatkar wrote:

We decided to ask some of my Bhastekar friends
around the world about the origin of this practice.
Although no one could explain its origin, they all
confirmed they still perform this Malida.

The only one who could help us was Benhur Bhastekar
assisted by Sinnora Kolatkar, both from Borivili,
Mumbai. We sincerely thank them both.

Benhur wrote: PAUS PIRANCHA MALIDA

There is a grave (more a kind of memorial) of Paus Pir at
Bhastey Gaon near Indapur Gaon towards Roha in Maharashtra.
Over time, a Hindu family seized the entire plot. When you visit
the place, you have to carry chuna (lime) to put on the grave,
perform the Malida ceremony and break a coconut. This Malida
is done for family prosperity. The Peer is a famous Rabbi of that
period. Peer or Pir (Persian) is a title for a Sufi spiritual guide
(also referred to as a Hazrat in Islam).

Date:

The said Malida has to be done within 15 days from the fast of
Teves. There must be a minyan of 10 men present to perform this
Malida.

Procedure:

1. Take a chair and cover it with a white cloth (chaddar) fully and place a rose on
it.

2. Next to the chair, place the table and cover it again with the cloth. Place a
cooked, white broiler chicken (kombda) in a thali to be eaten only by the family
members. This is to be neither served to anybody else nor given away if left over.
3. Next to the abovementioned table, take another table and place a box of good
quality mithai or else any homemade halva beside it. Keep a tamba (vessel?)
filled with water above that. Place one coconut and tie the coconut and tamba
with orange and yellow thread.

4. Start the malida as usual.

5. After Malida Hamotsi, serve the food.

7. Recite the birkat hammazon.

Important point:-

1. The water of the coconuts used to make the malida should not be consumed but
sprinkled around all the rooms in the house.

2. All the above are to be placed facing West.

3. Once you start this Malida, you can never discontinue it.

Another Explanation:

A Bastekar family started this tradition as there was an illness in the villages and
their child was at the risk of death. They took the child to this Peer, who helped
them to save the child and eliminate the disease from the area.
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Pos Peer Malidah-(PAUS PIRANCHA MALIDAH), Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage and Bene Israel Genealogy Research

As in every Religion, the Bene Israel’s have strictly abided by the guidelines and commandments of their religion and their religious leaders — with
one exception. In Judaism, a person, especially a parent or next of kin, will do everything s/he believes it necessary to save a life - “Pikuach Nefesh”
- and give thanks unto the Lord for directing him or her along the required path to save that life.

It is the belief among the Bene Israel, and the Jews in general, that The Lord Almighty uses Elijah the prophet, who lived amongst their ancestors in
the Holy Land in the Tribal region of Zebulon, to guide and direct them in the path to perform their good deeds.

It has always been the strong conviction of every Jew that there are good people and righteous people in every religion who perform their righteous
deeds for the benefit of mankind. The foremost example was, and is, Elijah the Prophet. Although he lived amongst the ancestors of the Bene Israel,
(and a Tishabite by birth, not an Israelite), Prophet Elijah was widely accepted as a Holy, Righteous and God-Fearing person - the messenger of the
Almighty.

Often many a family were struck by a serious health or other crises. To overcome that crises, they, and sometimes their family’s descendants, make a
Neder (commitment or vow) to the Almighty: if given the Guidance to follow a certain path, especially for the purpose of “Pikuach Nefesh”, to
perform a specific Thanksgiving deed for generations to come. Here, | shall give a specific example of the family of author and historian Nissim
Moses himself. His grandmother, Leahbai Daniel Moses Talkar, conceived many children; unfortunately, many of her earlier children died during
childbirth or shortly thereafter. Out of her 10 children, only three survived, one of whom was his father Menachem. That is why, when her own
children got married, she made a Neder (vow) - known as the “Nazarite Vow” - that every first-born male child of her male descendants would not
have his hair cut for five years. Further, they would undergo a “Pidyon Ha Ben Ceremony” in a synagogue for a formal redemption ceremony from a
Cohen. This explains why the author had long hair for five years and why his redemption ceremony was performed at the Etz Ha Haeem Synagogue,
established by his maternal great-grandfather in Bombay. This ceremony is generally followed by a Malida Service; where prayers of the “Eliyahu
Ha Navi” Prayer Sequence are recited, thanking the Lord through Elijjah the Prophet for his Merciful Kindness.

Hence, it is understandable that, in order to Perform “Pikuach Nefesh” on a newborn child, the
Bhastekar family sought the Guidance of Elijah the Prophet. They believe

that he guided them to the Holy Person that performed the required cure - either through medicine
or through prayer and meditation, which brought about a full recovery of the child. The
Thanksgiving Ceremony is generally performed as per the commitment made by the person at the
time of making the Vow-Neder. Among the Bene Israel, it could be a family gathering of at least
10 persons attending a Malida Ceremony, called the Minchat Hodayah. If at the time of making
the Neder, the family made a commitment that its male members and descendants would
commemorate the Thanksgiving annually, then that is the legacy generations of the Bhastekar
family honour today.
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The Shaniwar Teli team would like to thank Mr. Raamesh Gowri Raghavan who gave us more information on Pos Peer Malida than
any Bene Israel. Mr. Raghavan was also mentioned in our 2™ issue - his team discovered the old Bene-Israel graveyard. Read more about
him at Raamesh Gowri Raghavan.

We would also like to thank Sinnora Kolatkar and Benhur Bhastakar from Borivili, Mumbai.
Our sincere thanks also to Rabbi Shmuel Ben-Shalom (Divekar), Jerusalem,
www.indianjudaica.com, for sending us the copy of the procedure in Marathi to conduct this
Malida service.

PS: As you have noticed according to Raakesh the Peer memorial is in Pezari village while Bhastekar tells us Bhastey Gaon near Indapur Gaon
towards Roha. Overall we are still waiting for some Bene-Israel family to give us complete information on this topic.

Do you know the origin of “Stan” Countries

The etymological origins of the The suffix —stan is Sanskrit for g
suffix "-stan" are in the Sanskrit “place of,” or “where one ;m
word "sthan", which means stands.” It is found in the & j}\ %
"place". The Sanskrit word. names of seven countries: ' PR *
In the heart of Central and South ,
Asia, there is a group of seven Afghanistan, |" |
countries known as the “Stan” Kazakhstan, |
countries. Kyrgyzstan, \
Pakistan, L
They are called that because they Tajikistan, J
have a “Stan” suffix. The ending Turkmepistan, A
comes from the Sanskrit root word Uzbekistan. K =
“sistan”, meaning land. UMM
(India or Hindustan is a given e T T B T o
name to “Bharat” by Islam)
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The 1966 movie, of the same title of this article, was perhaps my first English movie. Since then, |
always thought The Good and Bad was ok but why Ugly? While Good and Bad described the level
of goodness / badness in the character, Ugly was more an expression of appearances. The words
that should have replaced Ugly were Dreadful, Nasty, Dangerous or Repulsive.

Years have passed. Now I think the correct name should have been The Nasty, the Bad and the
Good, in that order, because that is how God has created humanity. Have you ever heard of any
parents telling their children “Don’t be bad”? Children already know how to be bad!

Without an ability to appreciate another person's feelings, elementary school children can appear
cruel and cold-hearted. It is never entirely clear whether such cruelty is innate or in response to
harsh, abusive upbringing. For the most part, however, young children's apparently cruel behaviors
grow out of curiosity, and not out of malice.

Kids are just cruel, because basic human nature is cruel. Kids have to be taught kindness and
empathy— they don’t know these things by default. Some kids naturally have a bullying
personality, with lower levels of natural empathy, and others are the types that are going to be
bullied.

Baby: 0-12 months: Most Cruel / Demanding / Self-Centered

Toddler: 1-3 Years: Cruel / Understands how to get what he/she wants

Preschool: 3-5 Years: Cruel / Learning in preschool socializing

Grand schooler: 5-12 years: Cruel to Mean / understands sex vaguely and knows self-interest.
Teen: 12-18 years: Mean, selfish, confused, nasty and merciless — realizes social laws and
boundaries.

Young Adult: 18-21 Years: Learns and understands humanity, mortality and learns mercy.

In conclusion as age of children grows, they start appreciating others.
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LIFE Survey Question

We had asked 100 Bene-Israel

If you got a chance, would you
change anything in your life?
Please answer in Yes or No.

Following are the results

Yes: 27%
No:18%
No replies: 54%
Disqualified: 1%

Note:

1. One replied “Don’t Know”. We realized
this was a 22 years unmarried girl so for
her the answer was correct. But we had
to disqualify this answer as this was not
an answer requested.

2. Those who could not reply a simple
guestion are assumed people who have

a problem making decisions in their life.

Five Years
IndiaTrade
With Israel

TOP EXPORT ITEMS
m Petroleum oil

m Raw diamonds

m Organic chemicals

TOP IMPORT ITEMS
® Raw diamonds

m Electrical machinery
and equipment

m Fertilisers

India- Israel Bilateral Trade (USD mn)

2,821 3,065

3,747
3,290
2312 2,328
3,000 2,095 o
2,000
1,000

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

® Exports from India  ® Imports into India
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culture: A Brief History Lesson on Bene-Israel for New Generations
Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage & Bene Israel Genealogy Research

This is applicable to many Situations Such as The Younger Generation Groups who being
born or for the most part brought up abroad, do not know the Fundamentals of Bene
Israel Culture in India, nor do they know our Traditions or Most Important As To Why
when and how they originated.

Yet they want to dance around trying to create their own baseless and wrong versions
without knowing the background of Humanistic Concepts and Traditions of the Kind
Indian People among whom we lived for over two thousand years.

Yes they are the future generation, but in no field; law, medicine, engineering,
accountancy, technician, etc. is granted a license to practice ones profession unless one
does a reasonable period of internship. Yes, we may be from the Older Generation; but
one thing we have learned is to be responsible for our actions, statements and most of
all in the true Indian Tradition to respect our Elders.

| remember the days as a youngster in India seeing often grown men & women bending
over and touching the feet of their seniors like Grandfathers, Grandmothers, parents,
uncles, aunts, and others.

Why-?? Was this Tradition & Custom wrong-?? | say no because, Humility breeds
Understanding & Friendship and not Haughtiness and Ignorance.

What has the Supposedly younger generation done to retain and correct the impression
of our Indian Jewish population in Israel, besides spin yarns, create supposed facts out
of fictional culture impressions of our heritage and a whole lot of other false statements
made in public.

Nissim Moses, Historian Indian Jewish Heritage & Bene Israel Genealogy Research
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THE “HAATH-BOSHEE" “THE KISS OF PEACE"™
by Elijah E. Jhirad

The Bene Israel have preserved an ancient mode of greeting used at the conclusion of services in the
Synagogue and on festive occasions in the home and elsewhere. This is the “Haath-Boshec”, a Marathi
word meaning a kiss transmitted by hand, and often referred to by historians as the “Kiss of Peace™.

Perhaps the best description of the greeting is that given by the Rev. J. Henry Lord in a book that was
published in 1907 by the Mission Press, Kholapur, India, entitled “The Jews of India and the Far
East” (Reprinted in 1976 by the Greenwood Press Publishers, Westport, Connecticut.). “It is per-
formed as follows: Emanating from the chief minister, who bestows it on the elders nearest to him, it
passes throughout the congregation. Each individual seeks it as far as possible from his senior or
superior. Extending the arms with the hands flattened out, and in the position of the thumbs being
uppermost, the person approached takes the hand between both of his own, similarly held, and the
junior then probably places his remaining hand on the outside of one of those of the person already
holding his other hand. The hands of each are then simultaneously released and each one immediately
passes the tips of his fingers which have touched those of his neighbor to his mouth, and kisses them.
He then passes on to receive the same from, or to bestow the same on, another; and so on, till all in
the Synagogue have saluted one another. Two or three minutes may be occupied in the process. A
movement is going on all through the Synagogue, and a distinctly audible sound of the lips is heard
through the building, till all is finished. See also, Encyclopedia Of Ethics And Religion, Vol II, page

173.
mlewsofCochinahouuUﬁsmodcofneem

According to Rev. Lord, this greeting is identical to the greeting known as the “Kiss of Peace among
the early Christians and both modes of greeting have possibly a common origin in a still more ancient
past. This custom apparently prevailed also amongst the Jews of Persia, especially those of Kurdistan.
It is in vogue among the Syrian Christians in South India who trace their origin to the first century of
the current era when St. Thomas went to India.

The custom is so distinctive that it cannot possibly be confused with the greetings used by the Hindus
and Moslems. It is a misnomer to describe the “Haath-Boshee™ as an Indian mode of greeting, for no

other Indian people use it.

It is our bounden duty to preserve this very special Bene Israel custom so steeped in our tradition and
so expressive of the warmth and unity of our people. Of late we have tended to be neglectful of this
tradition. I sincerely hope that all of us will make a concerted effort to maintain this greeting as our
forebears have done for over two millenia.

Curtesy : Sam & Erna Daniels
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9o EASOl HHNETAS HaTedl HAICH JcbT, BRI 30T o’
areflt gr AU e HE ST HY FAW G dhelel et 3T
3Me HIOT 3AeheT SAEHSER AT AT IaT" FEUA Harerre.
weIfad AT AHGEAT Icad auia Yeg. o &l @IS TiaAr 9ol AL
FEE" AT qEhid el g, (@ e eRue AL fieds UE deeller,
hell ST ATBIHA FATd FaTd 30T J TUH e SAdesear
AU A d HYUT ASSId THRA Fel S, FdF gl
Haear Ay fadear aRss casdishg FISRUATT JocT A, g
diadel graraT 3H9Tal Il 3+ 1Y W@ tara Hfdaes Fhrom
Sl A @Al AredT Facedl alegl glald Has Al Jclel €t
Sadr 0T e FaX HTTaT elell & JTefear saadear aedd
ToH U AR TAHT §Td ThIT I A5 ST AT Fedaharor
HUT TIY SATeledT I AW gad Bal. el ar qarda gere

gFAIhs Hiaes gERa FOAETdr Sl 3o g¢ & afshar
HATTETCAS Scdehron Afdaresl Aaudd el =@ gd. as

fafee o iRt o s 1 FT saEa TEd. FHEEE

T & wfehar are] e ARG Jorar HawsT 0 A5 T
& aeT qgT AfFUET HIO EFHFN T3, GERT T5B 173,

FrdleT AU AgEr CWier AT FITA & T ARA.
Yeg. dliSTal FEUIvAER, € e duie sarer gdte R

"M deel” FEUA ST TRRET 3HTe 3701 a1 HfHares

FUAAT Gl TEAHED Felfeld Teh Greflel gar 3. & 9 g
FRE T A RV SR S R A, ¥
AAE gl URAT A degl IRedr aawada effior S
WRTer Rreweaiaed & gur cafer 3neast 3.

g 9T st fAfse 3 i B Inior AEie FAreTAte AfPEea
HiAATEA FIULTEAT TEATIET BR AT AT FIEC SAT0TE.
U "Fra-arel” ggde Hfdaes R v AR ggd moe ool
0T T HTE, FROT S HIUTAE ARAT o TR AT,

el R IR Hear diwiear Thele 30T THeHadr Hfdeed
STelsT IO 3G & W 3 SEATSS TUT STU0T § 3H1Tel Feled .
BR fEaw e a1 GAF3 geleT el Mg, Hell TR e $H H9or
HISTOT ¢ IfHaTet et STvArardy THAT TeeT % HROT AT
qdSti=l &l HEH auargs o Fel e,

We thank Mr. Samuel (Sami)
Elijah Daniel Bamnolkar,
President of Shaar HaShamaim
(Gate of Heaven) Synagogue for
getting this Marathi translation
done.

We were made aware by Mr.
Daniel of a small mistake in this
translation as it was done by a

Non-Bene-Israel person. In Israel
we do not have any possibility of
correcting it so we have left it as
is. But it can be understood well.
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*Borah Pickle & Borah Preserve

Nissim Moses
Historian India Jewish Heritage and Bene Israel Genealogy Research
The Author Acknowledges the Assistance of Mr. Ralphy Kandlekar, Ms. Sally Varughese and Ms. Molly David in
the Whole process of preparing the Pickles and the supply of the material. *Borah/Olive/Mango/Lemon Pickle

f "
| i =

Here we see v world famous and only Bene-Israel Historiow cooking; we meawv real cooking, not cooking History!!

(Puw intended pleasel!)

Borah/Olive/Mango/Lemon Pickle : Nissim Moses’ Recipe

Quantity- 150 large size Green Boras or Olives or an equivalent weight of
Green Raw Mangoes or Lemons. Care should be taken to check that the
fruit has no damage marks on the skin or it has not fallen to the ground.
Preparation of the Fruit: Wash the fruit well & dry it. Then Make a slice at
the top of the fruit and with a narrow sharp knife remove the pit/seed.
Preparation of the Bottle: Take a large sized bottle or more than one if
necessary & wash it & dry it completely very carefully. Very important that
it is absolutely dry otherwise the pickle will spoil. Now spread a thick layer
of salt on the inside base of the bottle.

Preparation of The Preserve: 1* Stage: Stuff the fruit on the inside with salt
& lay carefully inside the bottle. When one layer of fruit is finished sprinkle
more salt over the fruit inside the bottle and create a second base. On this
lay another layer of salted fruit. Continue this till the whole bottle is full.
Then seal the bottle with a double nylon sheet to create a tight fit for the
cap resulting in a hermetical seal. Put the bottle aside in a room
temperature dry environment. Shake the bottle every day for the salt &
water released by the fruit to uniformly spread around the jar. Do not be
stingy on the salt when starting to preserve. After about 12 weeks drain
away the salt and water and lay the fruit out in a bowl. Prepare a second
bottle in the same way as above by washing & drying it completely. One can
hasten dehydration process by putting the bottled salted fruit for about 4
weeks in the sun but shaking the bottle so that the salt again gets evenly
distributed around the fruit. When ready for pickling wash the base material
above with white vinegar till it is salt crystal free by pouring into a metal
sieve. You may reuse the vinegar over & over again for removing salt.

Preparation of the Masala for Pickling:
Ingredients:

0.5 Bottle (0.5 liter) Olive oil.

100 gm. Chili Powder

150 gm. Turmeric Powder

60 gm. crushed/ ground Methi (fenugreek)
seeds

1 teaspoon Hing (Asafetida) powder.

1 Bottle White Wine Vinegar (250 ml)
better some fruit vinegar.

100 gm. Mustard Powder

250 gm. whole or paste garlic and 250 gm
ginger paste.

100 gm. black pepper

60 gm. jeera (cumin) powder

About 20 corns of cloves

2 Table Spoon Dhania (coriander) Seeds

1 Table spoon Onion seeds

Note: In India spices are always cooked on
a hot frying pan before use in order to
prevent or kill all bacteria that may be
latent inside the spices due to a variety of
reasons. That is why Indians rarely get sick
from such sickness as E.coli or other
bacteria due to unhygienic handling by the
manufacturer and/or supplier.

Heat the Qil in a stainless-steel
vessel and add the above
ingredients to the oil after it
cools slightly. Then let the
mixture cool to room
temperature then when the
mixture is absolutely cool, add
the vinegar to the mixture. Now
pour in some of the mixture into
the bottle. & lay out unsalted
fruit layer by layer adding the
mixture to the fruit in the bottle.
Fill the bottle till just below the
top. Now add more vinegar to
fill all the empty space. But do
not over fill the bottle. Again,
seal the bottle with a double
sheet of nylon.

Store the bottle, shaking it every
few days, rolling it around &
even turning it upside down to
mix the pickle Masala into the
fruit. The pickle will be ready
after another 3 months.
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Who are we to Judge?

Around two million Jewish citizens from the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) immigrated to Israel from 1992
to 1999. Suddenly Israel was filled with a huge white/Caucasian population who only spoke Russian. As time progressed, from
1992, every city was turned into a jungle of new buildings. Here in Ashdod, seven new areas were rapidly built where only
Russians bought homes. In these Russian areas, non-kosher shops were opened, including butcher shops that sold pig meat,
and they became popular. The Israeli public objected seriously to this. | also had a strong objection to white meat in the land
of Israel. However, the need to feed two million people who wanted white meat made it impossible for the Government not
to approve.

It was in 1999 that our company hired a Russian helper. Boris, 61, was an aircraft mechanic from the Russian army. He had
learnt to speak Hebrew as he had lived in Israel for five years. He had to take a mortgage at his age to buy a small apartment
for his wife and his married son, who had one child. They all worked and lived together to jointly pay for the mortgage, though
the mortgage to all the Russians then was interest-free (but linked to inflation).

Boris was relatively older compared to us and really did not fit in our company. As his salary was paid by the
government for the first two years, the company had agreed to hire him. Slowly, we started to get to know
Boris. It was amazing to listen to his stories. Being from India, | did not know these kinds of things could
happen to humans. | will mention below the things he told us. The background is the USSR during
communism (an ideology created by a Jew - Vladimir Lenin).

Work: Boris was born in 1938 during the regime of Stalin, who took power in
1924 (until 1953). At 14, he joined the army school and worked all his life for
the Russian army as a warrior plane mechanic. There was no food for the
army and Boris, along with hundreds of other solders at freezing
temperatures of -40 degrees centigrade, were served two dry pieces of
bread and pig’s oil in a bowl. You dip the bread in the oil and eat it, then
drink the remaining oil. This was the only thing that would give them heat in
the body. Day after day they would get the same food. The pig’s oil was
always the same, but the bread would be replaced by different kinds.
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e & Social Discipline: No one ever dared to go to the police. The first

8 s gfson who went to the police was considered right and the other person was
gt in jail, where the prisoners were treated like stray dogs. For this fear, no-
e ever went to the police. A strong environment of self-discipline existed.
bne was right or wrong for the police -they wanted no nonsense and
pwed this tyrant’s ways, winning awards and promotions for disciplined
regions.

Religion: In Israel, one finds Israeli synagogues, but also Indian, Moroccan and
Gorgonian synagogues, but never a Russian one. The reason is in the Soviet
Union, atheism was the widespread practice and forced by the authority.
Citizens of the USSR were guaranteed freedom of conscience. No Sabbath
prayers, no festivals, no socializing. Sunday was a holiday to spend with, or
visit, family or clean the home. Stalin did not like this one-day holiday; he
claimed an idle mind is the devil’s workshop - one man, one argument; no
man, no argument. Kill them.

Egg Party: Sometimes during weekends, people wanted to party. The most common
party was an Egg Party. Guests had to be informed 2 weeks in advance so that they could
buy their one egg. Eggs were scarce and not available. Only those who had an egg would
come to the party. All who came placed their egg in one pot. When everyone had arrived,
the eggs were counted to make sure there was one egg for each person. Then the water
was boiled - all the eggs were boiled in it for 5 minutes, then left in the pot for 2 minutes
with the fire turned off. Afterwards, everyone would sit around a table with their eggs,
shelling, cutting and eating the eggs with salt and pepper. The eggshells were sold to

manufacture calcium tablets; money was kept by the family where the party was held.
Summary: Boris told us so many strange stories about how they survived in the USSR. And these suppressed 2 million people

looking for their right for freedom now live in Israel. Those who ate pig oil and dry bread all their life, who are we to judge
them? These are people who never saw a synagogue in their lifetime - how do we expect them to know kosher laws and who
are we to judge? For people who had to save to buy an egg, who are we to judge them? They are humans like us. We have no

right to judge anyone!
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Books

Siona Benjamin’s “The blue girl Hava”

Siona’s first official Childrens book; the Blue Girl and the evergreen Hebrew song ;

Hava nagila, hava nagila, hava nagils
VVe-nisma-cha, ve-nisma-cha
Hava na-ranana, have na-ranana, hava na-ranana
_e-msma—chq, ve-nisma cha
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The inspiration behind writing “Finding Home: Memoir of a Jewish Bene-Israel Girl”

Over thirty-six years of my life in Australia, | collected innumerable books, articles, interviews and snippets
about the Bene Israel. When my dear Dad sadly passed in 1987, | brought back to Australia his many diaries,
notes, letters, leather-bound Hebrew prayer books (he was a Hebrew scholar from St. Xavier’s College), their
wafer-thin pages fraying between my fingers, my parents’ magnificent ketubah, an assortment of Judaica
and old family photos. These inspired me to write three or four chapters on my family and the history of the
Bene Israel. Then, life, children and career took precedence, and the chapters were relegated to a folder in the
storeroom of my Sydney home. At Amazon $9.90

FIN-DIKG
HOM
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Bene-Israel in 1695
ALIBAUG or ELIBAUG?

Admiral Kanoji Angre
you see this is my
beautiful baug spread
over acers of land. |

itin the

Curtesy: Maxim Moshe Shapurkar.
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So shall it be witten

BUT
The idiot British miss spelt Elibaug as Alibaug

@Rabbi Sad Sack cartoon
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Mr. Elisha Jacob
Walwatkar of Walvati
village, | name this
baug as ELIBAUG!!




Mohel’s in Bene-lsrael Community

Unfortunately a dying profession amongst Bene-Israel Jews, when we started researching it, we thought there should be many
Mohel’s in our community. We were surprised to know that there are only two currently practicing Mohel profession in Bene-

Israel community; one in India and one in Israel!!!

India:

Dear Brotheren,

On several requests from our friends, | pen down certain information about our great friend Mr.
Moses Abraham Phansapurkar (Mohel) for our Jews from India, Israel, UK, USA, Canada and all
over the world.

Mr. Moses, son of Late Mr. Abraham Jacob Phansapurkar was born and brought up in Nagpada
area, J. J. Hospital, Mumbai. This area was full of Ben-Israel families at that time. As a child he
attended prayers in Magen Hassidim Synagogue with his father and brothers. His father Late Mr.
Abraham Jacob Phansapurkar was very religious and very good reader. Moses was trained under
him.

Moses passed S.S.C. examination from Sir Elly Kadoori high school, Mazgaon and joined Income Tax
Department of India in 1969 as a Jr. Clerk. Due to his intelligence, dedication and blessings of his
parents, Moses cleared all the departmental examinations with flying colors. Although, only S.S.C,,
he was promoted to higher positions and finally and successfully retired as a Senior Income Tax
Officer.

Mr. Moses, being very religious and knowledgeable Jew, he assumed various positions of
responsibilities within the community. He was closely associated with Etz Haeem Synagogue during
1970s and thereafter served as a trustee of Shaar Hashamaim Synagogue, Thane for last 35 years.
He, by popular demand and request of Thane Jewish Community is now serving as President.
Moses has thorough knowledge of prayers and a Jewish religious practice readily advises and
guides people in the community who approach him. He not only solemnizes the religious weddings
but also performs naming ceremonies, Bar/Bath mitzwah and House warmings ceremonies and
conducts burial rituals. He also conducts high-holiday prayers for last many years and reads Sefer-
Torah very fluently with clear accent. He takes pleasure in training youngsters in prayers and
preparing them for Bar-Mitzwah, weddings, and reading

Mr. Moshe Phansapurkar (Mohel)
944 Brith in 50 years worldwide
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Parashot and Haftarot.

Moses learnt circumcision from Late Mr. Haeem Eliezer Kolet in 1970 and since then he performed 944 circumcisions not only
in Mumbai-Thane but also in Israel, Pune, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Kolkata(Calcutta), Kochi(Cochin) and rural areas of Raigad
district. He recently completed 50 years as Mohel and kept complete record of all the circumcisions. Moses, sincerely feels
that this achievement is just because of almighty’s blessings. He also feels that some youngsters to come forward and learn
the art and science of performing circumcision so that they will be available to our community.

Moses and Sinora have been blessed with three daughters. Two are settled in Israel with their family and his only son Israel,
too have settled recently in Israel.

In the end we all wish Moses and his family all the best for their future success, prosperity, and their health and well-being.
Amen. (Raymond S. Benjamin 91-8605045799)

Israel

Mr. Abraham Ashtamkar from Yavne, Israel is
well known Bene-Israel Mohel in Israel. In our
discussion with him he said he has stopped
keeping track of how many brith ceremony has
he has conducted. It is assumed he has
conducted more than 1000 briths.
Abraham said there is a lot written about him and
suggested to look him up on Facebook and other
related sites. Follow link below:
(17) onnax Y7nuwK | Facebook

Female Mohalot
According to traditional Jewish law, in the absence of a
Jewish male expert, a woman that has the required skills
is also authorized to perform the circumcision, provided
that she is Jewish. Non-Orthodox Judaism allows
female mohels, called mohalot (Hebrew: ni7nin, plural
of nynin mohelet, feminine of mohel), without restriction.
In 1984, Dr. Deborah Cohen became the first certified

Reform Jewish mohelet; she was certified by the Berit
Mila Program of Reform Judaism.
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Adventures of Elkana Bamnolkar

Thank you Shaniwar Teli for remembering me that I did hundreds of brithmilahs. [
send you my mohel and shochet certificate .l did many brithmilah in all over India
Cochin Bangalore Ahmadabad Gujarat Bhopal Bangkok. Many a times [ was called by
American Jewish community a “Flying Mohel”. As a mohel | did many brithmilah for
poor people free of charge. | also performed many brithmilas in Migdal HaEmek in

Israel (where we live) for the various Jewish communities here and in sourrinding -
areas. Ancient Mohels Kit

For this issue we had decided to review details on all the current Mohel’s of our community. This project is handled by Dr.
Naomi Solomon Awaskar. While researching we came across Mr. Elkanah Abed Bamnolkar who is now a Bl retired Mohel.
However while listening to his stories we started wondering how one person could have so many adventures in his life. He
writes in Hebrew for us all his adventure’s that includes quick-sand, electrocuted, being on a flight that crashed, saving
families in accidents and qualified in Jerusalem to be Shoahet and Mohel for the Bene-Israel community.

English Translation below
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Good deeds I've been privileged to do since I was young.
Ex-Mohel Elkana Bamnolkar (English translation of above article)

1959-60: Seventh grade. My Indian friend Ramesh Talkar, the son of a fisherman, and | boarded a small fishing boat in a deep,
mud-filled reservoir on Reservoir Beach, city/town? We saw a little boy of seven or eight drowning — almost two-thirds of his
body was in the mud. Had we not been there at the right time, no one would have found him and he would have drowned.
My friend and | approached the edge of the bank, and with the help of a bamboo stick, pulled him out of the mud and lifted
him onto our boat. Baruch Hashem, happy ending.

1965-66:

Summer vacation. My friend Michael Sankar and | often met at the hall of the "Gate of Heaven" synagogue in Thana to play.
Just the two of us, because we were good friends. On one such day, at about 10:00 am, Michael and | entered the gate of the
synagogue, only to see the pregnant wife of the synagogue samas (helper at the Synagogue), who was hanging laundry on an
electric wire, being electrocuted. | asked my friend Michael to cut off the main power, while quickly looking around for dry
wood. | picked up a dry wooden stick nearby and clung it to the woman's body. That was it. The wife of the synagogue samas
was saved by the help we gave her, averting a disaster.

| had long forgotten about it at all. But the wife, the samas and the owner of the synagogue haven't forgotten about me at all.
Even after she had a daughter with whom she was pregnant at the time we saved her. When their daughter grew up, her
parents related to her the story of her mother's electrocution. A few years later, they immigrated to Eretz Israel.
Coincidentally, about ten years ago, we met at a circumcision team — a grandson of a sun born to the son of a grandson??. And
When the daughter heard that the man who saved her mother, she came up to me and said:

"Are you Elkana Thana from India?”

| said | was, why did she want to know?

She told me that she was the daughter of a synagogue sun? when her mother was electrocuted, and that | saved her mother's
life when she was in her genius? (delete? Does he mean in her womb?) She was so happy to see me, and had waited so many
years to meet the Elkana.

1969-72: The year of study in Jerusalem, 5 June 1969 - 11 Sivan 5769. | came to Eretz Israel, Jerusalem, the Holy City to study
at the Gold Institute in Jerusalem.
| studied at Ulpan Etzion every morning in Jerusalem, and then at the Gold Institute. After a few months, we were meeting
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with The Observer, the religious newspaper, which was asking students at the Gold Institute what our goal was. When they
asked me, | said:

"I'm Elkana Bamulkar from India. | came to study to be a teacher-Shohet-mohel.”

| spoke so coincidentally, and without forethought, that my Rabbi of Yeshiva, Rabbi Horowitz Moshe, laughed with contempt.
However, Rabbi Fox Dov Zetzel, who taught me Rashi and Gamra reporter?, he did not give up on me. He supported me and
took care of me in my studies.

A year later, | received a summons to study Mohel with Rabbi Halperin Yosef Zetzel, with whom | studied at Hadassah Ein
Kerem Hospital in Jerusalem. | simultaneously studied with Rabbi Yosef Halperin' organ? and R. Yitzhak Halperin Cohen Z”I,
Chairperson of the Mohelim in Jerusalem. | also signed the certification of Mohel, which | received after a year and a half of
study. From Rabbi Sasson Gardi, who will live for many days until 120 years, | learned to be an avian (bird) slaughterer — to
distinguish coarse and thin what? on an astute examination. In January 1972, | returned to India a Certified Mohel.

The first thing | did as a slaughterer and certified tester was to check a Shoheth, who also is a cantor at the "Gate of Heaven"
synagogue in Thana. | discovered that he was using a knife unsuitable for slaughter (non-kosher slaughter food and eating
seriations’ and predations) (briefly explain). Nevertheless, | brought to the knowledge of the president of the synagogue and
of the community in the city where | lived. The President? gave me a slaughter knife. | sharpened and checked the knife
several times. After the knife was ready for slaughter, | gave it back? to him. And | took it by country road. | started teaching
Shulhan Arach that he was also butchering (unqualified). | even edited table number Yoreh Deah (briefly explain) from Hebrew
to Marathi for a few weeks, but that didn't help either.

Then Rabbi Ephraim Eliezer came from Jerusalem to India. He visited every slaughter in India in Bombay, Pune, Cochin, Kolkata
and any areas where Jews lived — "Israelites," Baghdadis and Cochinis, white and black. Then he shut them all down. India
slaughter was not? kosher at all. He asked the head of the Jewish community of India of my whereabouts in Manulkar; soon
after, | received an invitation to visit Rabbi Essim? (same as Ephraim?) Eliezer. | met with him the slaughterhouse with word
and slaughter tools, including all three knives with different levels of coarseness. On examination, he discovered that only |
was qualified for kosher slaughter. Then he declared to the community Chairman to confess? that only Rabbi Elkana
Bamnulkar was qualified for kosher slaughter.

The Jews of Israel did not respect me, but the Baghdadi and Cochini Jews, did.? The latter came to India 500 years ago
following the expulsion of Spanish Jews in 1492 and live in Cochin to this day. (See photo: A letter from the head of the Jewish
community of India sent to all synagogues in India). In India, | dealt with Cochin, Bangalore, Kolkata, and indeed, all of India
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where Jews are as slaughterers and mohels?; and in the Far East, Bangkok. The Jerusalem Post newspaper even ran an article
titled “That Flying Mohel of India”. That flying mohel is Rabbi Elkana. (Suggest: is me)

%k %k %

June 11, 1975. | immigrated to Israel on an Air France plane. During takeoff, the plane exploded and burned. | said Shema
Yisrael and asked everyone on the plane to say Shema Yisrael. Although the plane burned down, thankfully everyone was
rescued. My wife Margalit and I, who will live to 120?, came to the Migdal HaEmek (briefly explain what it is, a place, an
institution?) along with her mother and brother. Her mother died sixteen years ago at the age of 90. When my son Oren
Shmuel was born in 1977 during Hanukkah, | did not tell anyone at my workplace at the Bank HaPolim in Migdal HaEmek that |
was a certified mohel and also a certified butcher. On the last day of Hanukkah, a Saturday night, | invited my work colleagues
home for his circumcision. They asked me: "Elkana, where's the Mohel?" | said: "Coming soon.”

A few minutes later, my wife's brother Avner, signaled to me to start singing the circumcision songs. Again, a manager asks
me: "Where's the Mohel? He’s not here yet, why are you starting to sing?" Then | told him if a mohel doesn't come, | will
perform the circumcision. | then opened the new box of the mohel’s tools that | had bought (the first were destroyed in the
Air France accident).

At first, my colleagues thought | was acting, but later they were surprised to see that the bank teller they knew me as, was
also a mohel. One of my colleagues passed out on learning | was a mohel. After that, | became famous as the bank teller who
was also a mohel in the entire city of The in Migdal HaEmek. Then the requests began from the bank manager and workers: as
there were no mohels in the city, could Elkana be released from work duties to perform circumcisions?

| made a lot of alliances? in the Migdal HaEmek. | did not do it for the money. When people offered to pay, | accepted, but if
they did not offer, | never asked.

1972-75: | was in India a certified mohel and butcher. | still did not ask money because | believe it is a great mitzvah. | was
given a share of what?, | didn't check how many they gave me. We didn't ask. | remember a case at a synagogue in Kurla, a
suburb of Bombay. After the circumcision, | was told that there was a Jewish person who had a firstborn two months ago. He
did not say it was because he was poor, but because he has no money to give the mohel and organize a circumcision party.
After the circumcision, | approached him and congratulated him on the birth of his son. “Who was your son's Mohel?” | asked,
and told him to get his son at that moment so | could perform the ceremony. | don't need money, | stressed. “And don't be
shy.” He was clearly ashamed and asked me for a day or two to decide. Later, in the same synagogue, | (state that he
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performed the circumcision) presented him with a gift for his son for a party afterwards?. | forgot all about it, but the man did
not forget about me.

A few years later, he and his family also immigrated to Eretz Israel to live in Ramla. The son grew up, studied and worked. Ten
years ago, | went to Ramla to help my sister Fleury look for a house. | was approached by the same man whose son | had
circumcised in India. | didn't immediately recognise him, but he had not forgotten me. “Are you Elkana the Mohel from India?”
He then reminded me of my good deed, my gift and the circumcision party, and ensured that he did not feel shy. Amazingly,
he didn't forget me until this day.

1983: | travelled to Bombay, India, and arrived at my older brother Pinhas's house, who will live to 120 years? in the early
hours of the morning. The three-and-a-half hour time difference between India and Israel had made me weary, so | went to
rest. Once my body clock had adjusted to Indian time, Pinhas and | decided to visit my sister Dina who will live to 120 years.
While waiting at the bus stop, | suddenly see a truck travelling at full speed and kicking out a motorcycle with a man, a woman
and two babies on it. The truck driver did not stop to help the family. Everyone ran away from the bus station; except me. |
went to a family that had been hit, helped them up and checked to see if everything was okay. | picked up the scooter and saw
that the woman's leg and baby were trapped in the scooter. | took a bucket of water from the pan (betel leaf) store and threw
it at them to make them feel good/refresh them? | tried to disentangle the baby and the woman when my brother Pinhas yells
for us to run before the local police arrive. | told him not to be afraid, and asked him to write down the truck number and
hand it over to the police. Everyone was surprised to see how | was reaching out for first aid without fear. The family was also
surprised — | did not look like a local or speak the local language; | knew only Hebrew. They thanked me. The police gave him?
(the family) registration details of the runaway driver. My brother also learned not to leave the scene of an accident but to
give first aid. There's nothing going on??. | just saved an entire family's life.

That is how | am today, too. | volunteer in several places; among these are Yad Sarah; Social Security for the elderly;
Emergency — first aid; and the Ari Migdal HaEmek Scho. (brief explanation for those who don’t know what these are)
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Angelica’s Corner from Australia

Against All Odds, Australia’s oldest synagogue, Hobart Hebrew Congregation

Tasmania. Nestled on the south-east corner of the Australian continent, the Apple Isle as it is colloquially known conjures up
images of vast acres of national forests, beautiful wines, unique wildlife, fresh seafood and yes, succulent apples.

What is not so widely known is that Hobart, on Tasmania’s south eastern coast, is home to Australia’s oldest surviving
synagogue. The Hobart Hebrew Congregation (HHC) synagogue was consecrated on July 4, 1845. The building, situated in the
heart of Hobart city, remains the home of Jewish worship.

The island’s spectacular natural beauty belies the brutal genocide of its Indigenous inhabitants and convict past. About
70,000 British convicts were transported to Van Diemen's Land (renamed Tasmania in 1856) once they received Pardons or
“Tickets of Leave”. Of those, 218 males and 15 females were Jewish. A further one hundred possessed the “characteristics”
(names, aliases, places of birth and trades) of the Jewish convicts. Perhaps another 10 percent of transportees hid or ignored
their Jewish identity and “quietly joined the Christian majority in the hope of better treatment.” Records show that Jewish
convicts, like other British convicts sent to Australia, were transported for committing non-violent crimes.

9 /_/’>
'
o THECROUND ON WHICH IS EREC TED
I THISEDIFICE
Australia N e o SO
WAS PAESENTED TO THE HEBREW CONCREGATION
OF HOBART TOWN BY
L 19
”Ew JUDAH SOLOMON ESQ..
WHO ALSO HANDSOMELY CONTRIBUTED
TOWARDS THE BUILDING
I I d TOCONMMENORATE THIS EVENT AND TO INFORM
Hobart €dlan
THIS TABLET IS INSCRIBED,
W ST g’
Tasmania ™

Shaniwar Teli Issue 6, 1 April, 2021 Page :41




Jewish convicts had mixed feelings about their captivity. In ‘Israel in Captivity’ written by someone only known as L.L., poignantly reads:

There silent sits a captive band
Mid woes that sleepless vigils keep;
And sadly, in a stranger land,
They think of Zion - think and weep...

Yet sometimes would their griefs unbend,
And tones of brighter feeling flow,
As faith reviv’d, in smiles, to blend
Exulting hopes with tears of woe.

Jewish numbers in the Apple Isle grew steadily. The Jewish population at its peak numbered approximately 435 in 1847. In the 2016 census, 248
people in Tasmania, which has a population of 510,000 today, said they were Jewish.

Hobart prospered, and many Jewish people made their mark on the town's early colonial-era history. Notably, one person made a remarkable
contribution to Jewish religious and spiritual life. Judah Solomon arrived as a convict in Hobart in 1820 with sixty pounds—a lot of money at the
time.

Within a year, Judah Solomon and his brother Joseph were in business as
general merchants. By 1840, the two brothers had acquired considerable
property, making them among the most affluent citizens in Hobart.

The movement towards building a synagogue began as early as the 1840s.
Jewish settlers organised services in a section of the garden of Judah
Solomon’s home in Temple House on the corner of Liverpool and Argyle
Streets. Today, Temple House is heritage-listed and forms part of the
headquarters of Tasmania Police.

It was clear Hobart’s Jewish community now needed a dedicated place of
worship. The congregation was formed to supervise the arrangements,
and the synagogue’s foundation stone was ready to be laid in August
1843. Although the Jewish community struggled to counter anti-Semitic
claims of the public, Hobart Jews and non-Jews contributed to the
building fund. Despite this, then Tasmanian governor John Franklin
refused the request for a grant for land to build the synagogue on the
grounds it was an “unchristian activity”.
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Judah Solomon stepped in and donated a piece of his backyard—and substantial resources—on 59 Argyle Street in the heart of Hobart city. The
synagogue still stands proudly here today and is classified by the National Trust.

The Hobart Hebrew Congregation Act 1958 was created as an Act of Parliament by Royal Assent. It is the only formally constituted Hebrew
Congregation in Tasmania. The shul threw its doors open and the first Torah scrolls were heralded into the building to the recitation of Psalms.

The Hobart Town Hebrew Proprietary School was simultaneously incorporated with the synagogue. Jewish children were taught “how to pray and
commune with God, enjoy the fruits of knowledge and spread the seed for culture”.

HHC President Jeff Schneider said Judah Solomon’s descendants are scattered all over Australia—some are actively involved with the Jewish
community. Those descendants who remain in Tasmania are no longer practising Jews.

Jews made significant contributions to public and commercial life of that time, he said. Notably, HHC founding member Abraham Rheuben,
served as an Alderman of Hobart Municipal Council at various times between 1855 and 1876. Rheuben’s approximately 75 descendants were
scheduled to attend the HHC’s 175th anniversary last year, which had to be cancelled due to Covid.

The arrival in 1842 of enterprising young free settlers, many under 20, was pivotal in the growth of the Jewish consciousness. They
encouraged the more established Jewish merchants and businessmen to set up a congregation. Among the synagogue’s founders were Louis Nathan
and Samuel Moses', both successful businessmen in Hobart from England. Shortly after arriving in Hobart, Louis Nathan was elected the first
‘President of the Congregation' and served in that office for a decade; Judah Solomon was Treasurer. Samuel Jacob Moses succeeded Nathan as
President of the Congregation. He was the first—and for a long time, the only—Jew in Australia or New Zealand authorised to perform the mitzvah;
he travelled extensively for these duties. He was the first Jewish Justice of the Peace in Australia and New Zealand.

Not all members prospered. For them, the Tasmanian Hebrew Benevolent Society, HHC’s philanthropic arm established as early as 1847, provided
a safety net. Views on life for the early Jewish women settlers are divided. The title of Israel Getzler’s book Neither Toleration Nor Favour
(Melbourne, 1970) could be applied to the plight of Jewish women. Many fell prey to their masters, and also to the chaplains’ missionary zeal and
were forced to convert. The paucity of Jewish women forced many Jewish convict men to marry outside their faith. However, Australian historian

Hilary Rubinstein perceives “a not insignificant amount of Jewish camaraderie and resolute manifestation of Jewish feeling”.?

! “The Samuel Moses family in Van Diemen’s Land”, https://deutscherandhackett.com/samuel-moses-family-van-diemen%E2%80%99s-land.
2 This was part of an address to mark the synagogue’s 175" anniversary celebrations, which were cancelled due to Covid. The author, Stefan Petrow, Emeritus Professor of History
and Classics at the University of Tasmania, kindly made its contents available.
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Exterior

The synagogue’s architecture is designed by James Alexander Thomson. A Scot, (not Jewish), Thomson embraced the Egyptian Revival style,
which was fashionable at the time. Launceston’s synagogue also has elements of Egyptian Revival. Other theories for the popularity of this
architectural style abound. Research by a Sydney University researcher claimed the revival style was a concerted effort by the Jews to make a point
of difference to Christian architecture.

Two sculpted pillars that support an architrave and a cornice, flank the entrance to the siul’s facade. A carved Hebrew inscription from the Book of
Exodus, reads:

“B’chol hamakom asher azkir et sh’mi avo aleicha uveirachticha.”
“In every place where I shall cause my name to be remembered, I shall come to you and bless you.”

Conspicuous by its absence on the exterior is the Star of David; this custom was not traditional at the time, knowledgeable tour guide Daniel Albert
explains.

Interior

The ark is home to three impressive Torah scrolls. The age of the scroll that the HHC owns and uses is unknown. It is handwritten on parchment
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with a particular formula of ink. I was intrigued to learn the scroll in an exquisite silver case, was generously donated in 1951 by Lady Rachel Ezra
of Calcutta, India. The plush burgundy velvet textile of the ark dates back to the 1930s.

The many Bene Israel-sounding names—Reuben, Hyams and Solomon—on the plagues recording donations and bequests resonated with me.
President Schneider informs me of the English heritage of these surnames. Interestingly, a prayer for the welfare of Queen Victoria and the royal
family is recorded on a large plaque on the northern wall of the synagogue. As Stefan Petrow, Emeritus Professor of History and Classics at the
University of Tasmania reiterates, the Jews of Hobart were definitely British Jews, holding allegiance to Queen Victoria.

The rich interior woodwork is predominantly original cedar, which was transported by ships from New South Wales (NSW). The original intricate
chandelier, which cost 60 pounds, may have used oil other than whale oil, as it is not kosher. Electricity replaced the original gas lights in 1918.
Above the impressive bimah, beautiful ceiling roses made from plaster of Paris, adorn the interior.

Wooden display cabinets and shelves at the back of the shul contain prayer books, memorabilia and Judaica. Another glass-door cupboard near the
entrance houses an impressive scroll acquired from the Memorial Scrolls Trust, London. This is one of the 1,564 sacred Scrolls® gathered in Prague
from synagogues by the Nazi official in charge of the Czech "Protectorate.” Most of these historic and remarkable scrolls were repaired over 20 long
years by scribes. However, the Torah in the Hobart Synagogue was considered too damaged to repair. It is now kept on display as a memorial to the
Jews who died in the Shoah."

Numbered benches placed behind the pillars at the back of the synagogue arouse interest. The then new Head of Prison Services for the
colony ruled convicts “of Jewish persuasion” could attend Shabbat services on Friday night and Saturday morning, Daniel explains.
The Hobart synagogue is believed to be the only place of Jewish worship in the world with seats reserved for convicts.

The women’s gallery upstairs boasts the original carpeting. Historic photos line its walls. Sadly, there has been a decline in numbers since its
opening. Today, the HHC offers both Orthodox and Progressive services. Women now join the men in the main hall.

Judaism is a bottom-up religion, Daniel explains, and the role of the Rabbi is that of teacher. In recent decades, consulting Rabbis from Melbourne
or Sydney visited the synagogue annually to serve its 50-member strong congregation. This has fostered a “strong do-it-yourself spirit” in the
community; support and help are readily available. Members derive great satisfaction from baking their own challahs, Hanukkah doughnuts and
other traditional treats. The Congregation organises the supply of kosher Pesach foods from mainland Australia.

The first Jewish cemetery, on the top end of Hobart’s Harrington Street, was organised by one Bernard Walford. The only functioning consecrated
Jewish graveyard in Tasmania is a section of Hobart’s inner-suburban Cornelian Bay cemetery. Jews can be buried there with the permission of the
Board. The Congregation oversees the funeral process by ensuring halachic requirements are met. It also liaises with private funeral parlours so
Jewish funeral customs are respected.

% The Czech Memorial Scrolls, https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-czech-memorial-scrolls.
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The HHC synagogue is now heritage-listed. Funds are sourced predominantly from donations, which are welcomed and greatly appreciated.”
Jewish legacy in Australia

Australia remains the only country in the world, other than Israel, whose founding members included Jews. As a result, Jews were treated as
equal citizens from the outset. In contrast to contemporary Europe, incidents of anti-Semitism were rare in Australia. Jews participated, and played
an important role, in the development of Australian economic and cultural life. There have been two Jewish Australian governors-general and
several Jewish Australians have served in senior leadership positions in the country’s military.

Modern Australian landscape

Australia, along with the United States, was one of two nations in the world that sided with Israel’s safety and security in @ UN vote in December
2014. Benjamin Netanyahu became the first sitting Israeli prime minister to visit Australia on February 22, 2017. Josh Frydenberg, Australia’s then
Energy and Environment Minister (now Treasurer), who is of Hungarian-Jewish descent, signed a Declaration of Intent with his Israeli counterpart
Z¢’ev Elkin in 2016, which called for co-operation on multiple environmental issues.

Today, there are 81 synagogues,18 day schools in Australia, and several Jewish newspapers and periodicals. More than 50 percent of Jewish
students are enrolled in Jewish schools, the highest rate anywhere in the world with the exception of Israel. Australia also has a low rate of inter-
marriage compared to other diaspora countries.

Archiving for posterity

Commendably, the process of digitizing the HHC’s archives®, including meeting minutes and newspaper articles, held by the State Library of
Tasmania, is well-underway. President Jeff Schneider converted more than 475 separate documents into an online archive that can accessed from
the synagogue’s website.®

Remarkably, the Hobart Hebrew congregation has survived against extraordinary odds. Many successful Jewish settlers are known to have returned
to England when the opportunity arose. Numbers also dwindled during the gold rush in Victoria from 1851, as well as the opening up of the rest of
Australia. It was not until refugees fleeing World War Il arrived that numbers boosted again. Despite these odds, the synagogue doors always
remained open.

From early settlement times, Tasmania has always been promoted as an attractive tourist destination for overseas visitors and mainland Australians.

* Donations to the synagogue are greatly appreciated. https://www.hobartsynagogue.org/donate/.

® Hobart Synagogue Digital Archives, https://www.hobartsynagogue.org/ca_library/pawtucket/.
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A visit to the historic Hobart synagogue will surely add a spiritual dimension to Jewish visitors from around the world. Visitors to Hobart can
arrange a tour or attend a service at the synagogue by contacting the Congregation through its website: https://www.hobartsynagogue.org/tours.

Angelica Jacob, Author, “Finding Home: Memoir of a Jewish Girl” (Amazon KDP)
To read more about the synagogue, HHC’s book, A Few From Afar: Jewish Lives in Tasmania From 1804, (Hobart, 2003) by Elias, P. and A. (eds)
is also available from its website.

Pictures from Tasmania:

Amazing Ashatmarkar’s as we call him, we met him during a story we were researching on
Beth-El synagogue from Ashtami. He has agreed to sponsor a Bl monument at Ashtami
school. Please see pictures on next page 38.

Simon is a self-made businessman who sells all around the world and deals in millions.
However he expresses disappointment that Bene-Israel community would rather prefer to
take a job than open their business. He has been all around the world lecturing on how to
open your own business and succeed while working with him.

He welcomes young men around the world to contact him if they are interested in starting
their own business with NO INVESTEMENT.
Interview with Simon: https://youtu.be/vHE_DWtRZ8k

Email: simondavidson1410@yahoo.com

Phone/WhatApp; +91 98200 22336
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Ashtami Beth El Synagogue now a school

~ ]
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~ | Ashtami
Beth El
Synagogue
now a school

Mr. Simon Davidson
Ashtamkar of Bandra has
kindly agreed to sponsor a

memorial stone in this school
to represent donated Bl
worship place along with
Raigad Jewish Association
(RJIA)

Ramrajkar: Listen Diveker, | think

No, not sick. Justwant | it will rain very heavy tomorrow.

to ask the doctor .
when will this Divekar: How do you know?

COVID1S gef over!

Agarwalkar: Oh Bhoropkar..
what are you doing here. Sick?

So why are you wasting
time here?
You should ask a Politician!

Ramrajkar: Our Koletkar who
works at the Indian weather
bureau, he said there was no
need to take umbrella
tomorrow.
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Bene-Israel Jokes

Dandekar why - .
are you drinking
so much today?

e

What? Impossible
What did he say?

/ Awaskar because my
son told told me today "What kind of a father are
ou if you don’t drink?"

ﬁi? is what he said "l mean, Woh Kaisa Pita Hai,
Jo Pita Nahi Hai?

Ashtamkar: | am going to the bank Bhonkar. Let
us go together.

Bhonkar: No, no | don’t want to go to the bank.
Last night | saw in my dream a beautiful girl was
hitting me with her sandals.

Ashtamkar (surprised) So what has it to do with
going to the bank?

Bhonkar: Did you not see the sign on the bank
“We make your dreams come true”!!

Asitivkar: | was thinking of visiting USA. How much
should it cost?

Penkar: It should cost nothing.

Asitivkar: Cost nothing? How?

Penkar: Thinking still does not cost anything.

Digodkar: You are looking troubled. What happened?
Jetakar: | am going to become a father.

Digodkar: So that is good news.

Jetaker: Yes | know, just that my wife does not know!

Killekar: Why is divorce more expensive than
the marriage?

Dodkar: Because it’s worth it.

Killekar: Oh. It is worth it for me?

Dodkar: No silly, for your lawyer.

Nagavkar was driving the BEST bus and saw Sankar
standing at the bus stop. He did not stop the bus
but Sankar ran and caught the bus. He rushed
straight to the driver and asked Nagavkar;

Sankar: Is this bus your mother?

Nagavkar: No

Sankar: Is this bus your sister?

Nagavkar: No

Sankar: Is this bus your wife?

Nagavkar: No

Sankar (Fuming): Then why don’t you let me catch
her ##887?7? | 1##

Pezarker: Rabbi are we children of Kain or Arbel?
Rabbi: What do you think?

Pezarkar: | don’t know but | hope | am decedent of
Arbel.

Rabbi: So you must be?

Pezarkar : Rabbi but what does the holy book say?
Rabbi: About you?

Pezarkar: No about us, whose decedents are we?
Rabbi: Don’t you know?

Pezarkar: No, how would | know?

Rabbi: If you don’t know about your ancestors how
would | know?

Koletkar: All the churches have a confession box.
Ramrajkar: So?

Koletker: Synagogues should offer confession box.
Ramrajkar: Why?

Koletkar: So that we can confess?

Ramrajkar: But we are Bene-Israel Jews?
Koletkar: (surprised): So?

Ramrajkar: Have you ever heard of any Bene-Israel
Jew admitting he has done anything wrong?
Koletker: No

Ramrajkar: So?

Koletkar: | understand. Why waste space....

Bamnunkar: When did the breaking glass ceremony start?

Pingle: After we lost Jerusalem

Bamnunkar: But there was no Jerusalem then. It was Palestine.

Pingle: Ok. So when we lost Palestine.

Bamnunkar: But Palestine is not Jewish. It is Arabic.

Pingle: Why are you asking all these questions?

Bamnunkar: | am confused as there was no glass in olden days to break.
Pingle: Well, in olden days there were no marriages too.
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Sankar

they

Penkar kid, ée you

/| until they
(! stole honey?
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: - 2 from an English school?

Good Morning

Good morning

Dr. Sankar ~.({ /Mrs. Penkar
i ?5 % ? Big breaths
They were
once big Do o§>

Mrs. Awaskar | have tested
your ears. They are OK.

Your husband insists you have
a serious problem of selective
listining. | can't find anything.

Sogoakar Dudkar and Bandarker all
die on the same day and meet Prophet
(Pr) Elijah.

Pr. Elijah says, “We only have one rule
here: Don'’t step on the ducks, as

they are God’s favorite creation.”

They enter heaven and see ducks
everywhere, and it's almost impossible
not to step on a duck. Accidentally
one steps on one, and soon here
comes Pr. Elijah with the ugliest
woman you've ever seen. Pr. Elijah
chains them together and says, “Your
punishment is to be chained to this
ugly woman forever.”

The next day the second guy steps on
a duck, and sure enough, Pr. Elijah
comes with another real ugly woman
and chains them together.

Seeing this, the third guy is very, very
careful. He goes for months and
doesn’t step on any ducks. Then one
day, Pr. Elijah comes along with this
beautiful woman, a blue-eyed blonde,
very young and very sexy. He chains
them together and leaves without
saying a word.

The man remarks “Wow! This is great!
| wonder what | did to deserve
this.”

The Blonde says, “I don’t know about
you, but | just stepped on a duck.”

Until today Sogakar Dudkar and
Bandarkar families are fighting as to
who'’s ancestor was not with the
blond!!??

Doctor Talkar and his wife were having a
heated argument at breakfast.

As he stormed out of the house, the
man angrily yelled to his wife, “You
aren’t that good in bed either!”

By midmorning, he decided he’d better
make amends and phoned home. After
many rings, his wife, clearly out of
breath, answered the phone.

Talkar: “What took you so long to
answer and why are you panting?”

Wife: “l was in bed.”

Talkar: “What in the world are you doing
in bed at this hour?”

Wife: “Meanwhile | am getting a second
opinion and perhaps later a third one.”
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Bene-Israel Nostalgia
By Samuel & Erna Daniels Divekar - New Jersey

Next few pages we cover the scanned pages saved by Samuel & Erna and were mailed to Shaniwar Teli. It is small but very interesting
collection printed in the publication “India Worldwide” dated Feb. 1988. The first letter (below) by respectable Late Mr. Elijah E. Jhirad
explains the following pages and the pictures in them. Enjoy reading. (Zoom to increase size to your continence).

Cover

Ephraim
parents
In 1927
who had
of the

ELUJAH E. JHIRAD
85-15 139TH STREET, APt IM
BriarwooD, NEw York 11435

HOME 718-297-3978
OFFICE 212-566-6166

LEGEND OF PICTURES IN COVER STORY

INDIA NURTURED JEWISH HERITAGE WITHOUT PREJUDICE

page: Picture taken after wedding ceremony in 1911 of

Joseph Jhirad and Mary Samuel Haeem Kehimkar, the
of Elijah E. Jhirad.

the Viceroy of India conferred upon Ephraim'J. Jhirad,
risen to high rank in the Military Accounts Department
Government of India, the title of Khan Sahib as a mark

of personal distinction. A few years after his retirement, he

settled

in Karachi in 1935, where he was soon elected to the

Municipel Council as the representative of the Jewish
Community, & position he held until he died in 1946. For

several
Mandal

Karachi.

years he also was the president of the Shri Shivaji
of Karachi, a society of Maharashtrians settled in

Mary, an alumna of the Bene-Israel School, and Wilson College,

Bombay
Hebrew

was a Hebrew scholar who imparted early education in
and judaic studies to many who rose to be learned

Hebrew scholars among the Bene-Israel of the last generation.

Page 7: Portrait taken circa 1881 of the family of Joseph
Solomon Jhirad (fifth from the 1left at center)- Elijah

Jhirad's grandfather- on the occasion of the marriage of his
son Issac, standing at the back, third from left. Joseph
Jhirad's mother, the widow of Subedar Ma jor Sirdar Bahadur

Solomon Israel Jhirad, Order of British India (First Class),
is seated in the center at the right hand side of Joseph
Jhirad. His wife Hannah is seated at his left.

Page 9: from left to right, Vilms Haeem-Ladani, Chaya Haeem,
Ellis Hseem. snd Benjamin Haeem. Vilma's children, Sabrina
and Natalia are in front.

Page 35: Wedding ceremony picture of Lieutenant Colonel (then
Major) Joseph E. Jhirad and Joyce Solomon. Lieutenant Colonel
Joseph Jhirad of the Gharwal Rifles, the youngest brother of
Elijah Jhirad, was killed in action in the India-Pakistan
armed conflict, on September 17, 19B65.

"Excuse me, Awaskar, is this the Nostalgia Club"?

"Yeah Koletkar, but let me tell you, it ain't what it used to be!"

Jetkar, why is nostalgia like grammar?

Jhiradkar because we find the present tense and the past perfect.
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By Renu Mehra
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An:nwudlhealnnmmdm
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Bma, in of Jews from Indiz

i nadde by the
presestation oomgregy-
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0 wimmess some aspects of religious obser-
vanoe and rituals of the Jews from India, hear
thesr Bnurgical amd folk music and % ender-

INDIA WORLDWIDE febmaary 1088

was formed seven
besinchild of Samoel M. velul.n
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wifh disecticn is the Roysd [ndian Navy, ar-
taining the raok of Commander, For his

King Geoege VI appo
the Most Excellent Ovder of #e British Em-

P'NMM sarys, "Our object &5 10 ptewneud
Saster the ancient traditines. cusioms,
mushe, melodes and folklore of &
of the Jewish secded in India m
ing the mainremn of world Jewry, weu&h
mw ennch it with our unique
year Mayor Edwaed 1.Koch of New

York honceed Jews from India o the
Hanukkah Candle Lightng Ceremony at the
Cary Hall in Muntans, The aimasphere wisi
emoeion charged as the president of Con-
gregarion Bina delivered a wuching
o the cholr chanted the blessings i the ful-
wowme strwins of traditicoal Indian Jewsd
melodies. Koch sid be kad chosen o bosor
The: 3w froen Bedis on this decssion, because,
gt being separalod for centuries from the
mainstream of world Jewry, Sey had tena-
clously romtiined the Jewish herimge in it
feistine parity.

O-:nthcnmlmmmuolk
life of the Jews in India is that they fived free
from persecutions ot have them
elsewhere n the world,” says Jairad. "I (a1,
we mee the oaly Jewish community in the
workd which has mot caperienced airi-vemd-
tism.”

Thirad’s fumily detcs back 1o ey times.
The Riradkars, together with the
i e Shugurkes were for nearly SI0 years

the heredhtary “Kajis* (udges) of the com-
muniy, thelr powers bedeg confiemed by
sanmds and firsrears (0fficial ondess) ksued by
the then nalers from teme 5 time. Comm;m
r.wspumvdy maee recent times, Jhiead's
malernal gresd graodfsther was Hasem
Samue] Kehimiar, the noted historan whose
“History of the Bene- l.aclmhlu mpw

source book on the !nbgl g
randfather was Subedar Major Sudu
fh\\dd Jhiradkar who wars

dcmﬂadkrﬂlub)ﬂ:mmdnzudu

leraia. The Baghdad| Jews. which term here
mchedes Jews not only from Irag bee also
from other Emcmm;lmukm.
A istan dnd Syria, wen 0 during
dnw::wo hm&niw‘y:t\ oF 50,

The Bene-lsrael constitute the largest
povp, They sefilal i e Koakan regica in
Wesiern India, o thesr tmdmon
and the better scholardy opinice, they fled
froen Galiles in [sraed 10 escape e persecu-
tiom by Antiochis Epiphanes. They wenl w
Egype and sued from there through the Red
Sea for the IIGMH; port of Cheul

oo Be Konken coast. However, they wene

e S S
) men aad women

mmmmbm the dead that were washed ashoee were buried

in two mounds. At the site of these mounds 8

‘secutions that have The inhabitants of Navgaon showed

them hospltality w the aewcomers and allowed

plagued By them (0 setlo on the land 35 faemees and oil-

in the world, pressers. They came (o be known as

of Britsh India Fing Class, which in his teme
ivalent 1o e Victona Cross given 1o

the Bratish forces. For bis services e was slso - H

given a g of valuable land i Pune.

The Bene-lyrael Sysagogue in Paoe Is
bailt oo that land

The Jews of Inde evolved as duee dif-
ferens communsnes with separate origins and
traditions. They were the Beoe-lsrael, the
Cochin Jews and the called compen-

dioudy s Baghdadi Jews. tnuwocom
murnites have beon in India foe over two mil-

~Tels (Saourd be-

cause of the Fxct that ey r:aocfms.uumay

matm tus distingeished from some

indy cil-presacrs who rested oa Monday
and were called the Somwar-Tobs:

In couese of time, the Bene-Israel became
otl merchants as well, and because My con-
tnued 0 observe te Sabbath sinctly. no oil
was sold on a Saturday, This edition became
%0 strong, that 1oday although theve is caly
perhaps coc Bene-lurasd fumily in the busi-
sess of coooant od, no oil 3 wkl o he
Korkim on & Sanunday.

mmmumu-lewumh(wmnm-\m-&mmn Koch bosks on.
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The Bene-lsmael had lost all Geir boly

Books and artifacts in the As tie
pessed. they forgee Hebeow. e o verse
» Hebeew ey never was the verse
peoclaiming the unity of the God-bead, that

e Loed the God of ksraed was one - the
Shema Yisroel, It wies & verse they rechiad on
ullmnlmum&lumym
or death, or any ¢ religious oc-
:rwmxxln addition 10 abserving the Sabbesh
.mm, n:y cheerved all the tenees
lhe rite of cecum-

\.mon.lhc xmuﬂf’(

tivals, Whast helped Shem in
their observance was that
the Hindu calendar was,
like the Jewish calendur, 3

rwelve Bours. Until dhe finst
religicous revival, ey used
Marathi names for theis
high holikiys sed festivals.
Afier the religious revival,
both Hebeew and Marachl
names were inlerchangeab-
wed.

Living s they did in
Konkan, AmonRg
Maharsahtrisens, Marsthi
became their mother-
wngee. Their first names
werw Biblical ssumes, bt
additionally they also hoad
Hindu names. middle
name was the father's fine

village to which they
belonged. Thus, Hiseem
Samuel Kehimbar desig-
nates Haem, the son of
Sarmee] of the Kllumhrfmly Kehim beng
the village of his domic
A David Rababi is ucﬁed with e
r=vival or rather revitalization of the Judaism
of the Bese-besel. When he vissed thee vil-
. he readily recognized them as traly
oogmg W the soed of Tsrel, for they met
the tests he adminisiered. He aught them
do deir preyers in Hebvew, There is much
m{speodp‘mh;sloufnn hccx,'lhe ”me@.lb.
ace ooungx:.l Some w
aine hesdred yeas x itly, sithowgh
this s not established. hc was David
\hmomdes. the brother of Mosecs
s, the greas mtel of the
Tunh philusopher and physicsan to Saladin,
In a letter to the Yemenites, Mases
Mumomdes refermed 10 the group of Jews in
India who followod the senets of the torab al-
tholdl they & not lave & copy of il Devid
Mamomdes was 3 dealor in precious stones,
1 Is koown that he perished in @he Indian
Ocean, and o is quite likely be visatod Incha
ca business. Some scholars put David
Rabate's coming 0 3 dte some two bundeed
yeses aga.

|

|

Tu Contioe bis good work, David Rahate
] mser;umhel funn)inufh
i, tapurkas
s his deciples, ﬂacmmcmn(n:
Jewish faith and gave them Hebrew
Mmuscripts of the prieers Heoedined hem
as the heredicary k?’: the judges and
y. Their
puuus-u:cmﬂmoﬂmumemmbv
the local rulers, the Angrias, the Peshwin and
e nawabs by the grant of Sanads or Famans
(government documents or warmnts of

Comgregaton Bina Chalr shantlig the b hssings

mithonzation ).
Parsdoxically, in the ei mh aad
nineteenth conturies, the Christian mis-

sionaries did & grear deal 1o seinforce e
Beoe-Jarsel's Jowsh idestity. They estab-
lished schoals where they taugts Hebrew and
English, and in Sose days they were surprised

avallable %0 every man, woman asd child w
sead andd stdy in the mother Kegoe, They
encousaged the Bm;il:::i o transkste ther
peryer books o i, and 2

joess for poblishing Hebrow and m
books was setup in 1846,

Apparently, there is an affimty between
being & femer snd beng a soldier, and the
Bene-lsrsel were mtxuxuon o thes rele. In
course of time the dean.
ulbuy pmft:«un of htm xwun and be-
made good ofticers, the Peshws,
the Asgrias and other

reders them 2
Sk, I B 138 commey.
two memsbers of the Cher.
rikar family were ap-
pointed by the Angrias ©
the command of the Navy.
In 1485, Vasco De
Gama rounded the Cape of
Good Hope asd came 0
] soon after the
Portiguese began oo estab-
lish a colonial empére.
They ocrupied Bombeay,
oa and a number of other
aress in Scath India, So
Jong s they werw in bom-
bay, the Bewe-Israsl
refrained from vestering
into Bombay, the Bene-Is-
] refriened from ventur-
Ing Ima the city for fear of
forcible comerscn, The
Portuguese gave Bombay
25 & dowry 10 Catheriee of
when she mar-

ried King Charles of

land.

Ing Charles sold
Bombay 1o the East Indsa
Caqxny for five pouads

., The mews of the
religious u)lccm of the British quickly
speead. In 1746 the first two beoc-Tarnei
families. the Awaskirs and the Divekans
moved o Hombay. The five Diveker was
came W be ¢ in the British army of the
Eagt India Company, soce 10 e folkrwed try
du: Bene-lsrael The East Inda Compemy
thy involved in waging warsio es-

0 find that not asly boys bat guls rushed o
pind:a!schml
won ey a)nﬁmml
was t?"
enlanun hies sk glhequﬁuea
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uhlnh # colonial empire

Dr. Bzekiel Barher who hes recently done
valuabile rescanch im0 the hissory of the Jews
ufhdaa.nnknhub'ylht -nineteess cen
ey ot least 20 percent of Bene-lsracl men
served i the East Indsa Company Armies. At
the time of the so-called Indisn Mmy.
1857, British Archives reveal thae 30
of @e ndian officer class of the Beitk
in the Bombay Presidency, were Bm

Afer the Mutiny. when the
India was taken over by the
there wis & liege scale reaupantzagon of the
Indian Army maimained by the British. To
w0 soene of the probless that had risen, the
British Govemment decided that Indian regi

Fleosr arn 1 poge $5

L

wvemment of
tish Crown,
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Wy, fram page
ments would be organized on the hasis of
e of distinct Clooses,
The Bene-farnel were not sumencus enoups
10 fioem a pegiment and 50, in sphe of their
grean traditon, they wese no lomger enrolied
in the Army. The Bene-lsmel then joined the
wcillary :uvue'x wchasdt:gny Melical
.m:pp}\umwl:n\’dau\\’.llhm
out and recrusmment 1 the officer chiss was
throun opes, the Bene- kel as well s some
members of the other Jewish groups flocked
w;rximcm\ Navy and the Air Force ind
hagh positioes. The Jews of Inda
'rvchulure-mtnlnlmlthwy,mdt-o
officers who antsined e ek of
General mtheAnm
The history of the comparatively small
community of Cochin Jews is even moe
spectacular. Local tradition holds that they
came to Indis in King Sclomon’s fiees i the
woch century B.C '*'Pa ships usad 10 call
every three years. The wade was :;;pus;
ivary, ld.p!munotm peacoeks wn
0 = the Bitde corgains many
Tml mml- mml-nnd inmo Hebrew.,
wonds for mage, Ivory, elephant’s tooth, and
peacock are all ol Tamil words. A loser
Malaber Chrestion trachition fess it that Hab-
e, @ Jewish meschant was sem by Royad
decree 10 feich o mem who could build &
temple more beasnful than that of King
Sol Habban ied by Si
Thomas amived in Cranganore in the middie
of the fiest contury of the curent em. As bo
entered the Gity, beuusmbyulmlmpn
phaying the Bute. She took bim to the Jewish
venter mm By were (ekebraing & Jewish
wadding. St ‘Thomas sang hebrew songs. He

mmm&n
~world today in
mnbuofkmnm

produced every year,
~Jews have played a
prominent part.

staryed at the home of the Radbi. Apparently 2
few Jews weee baptized by him.

The Jews In C wene well treated
byi-l{m&mkn h.mmenlnme,ooe

:m&nw Rhaskars Ra\'-‘m

princely .tpnnadteddgftenpwnda
plates which are preserved 10 tis diy
6’3 Pandeu sysagogoe i Cochin. Scholars
dﬂuuwlhcmld* Some es
carly as 376 C.E, aad some a3 e as 1012
CE, The fanc of thas cipality spoead far
and wide. The ity of Crangasone was known
10 the Greeks as Muzhiris, and to the Chinese
and Jews as Shingly. A feuneenth cenmary
Hebeew pocs, Rabbenu Nissen sang thos { o
beaunfu wrsc which foses somewhat In

Alndu—lm-ﬂh.my

1 trarvelled from Spai

llndbaniutlhe(.‘m of Shingly

llu@dwwmhmd King,

Hima [ saw with myy owen eyes.

In the early sixtoenth century tis Jewich
kingdom was dessruyed by the Mooes sod the
Pomigeese who had broughe wih them the
Spamish and Portuguese mquisition, The Jews

Ml 10 Cochin and wese given shehier in »
choiee site knuwuhq side of his own
and Thmnhtf-nh-h

10 the developerent of medcal edocation in
India, and she received recogmition for her
work

and Lywyers snd miversty professwors.

l'bc Jewish poet, Nissim Ezekiel, is
memr‘ou laureate in the English

md who jest recontdy

recelved the award of Padea Bwshan from
the Govemment of Inda.

The contributions of W.. Mum»m
fiehd of ph hody are ¢

huﬁtmmdm = which India leads
the woeld iy in e number of feaeee films
prodeced msy year, Jews have played a

prominent pert. Among the screen suars there
was the most h:um!ul R Meyers with the
screen name S acted in over a

pictares. mae wsu e indesinable
Rose, Mismusdeah in private Iife; Pramiia
(Esther Abeaharn) who wis dected Miss
India = 1939; the spirited and vivacious
Ramoia (Racke] Coben) who starved (n Ben-
g6 anl Himdi filns, winning e covelal
“dest actress award” from Bengall film
salises Fleur Ezeliel, Miss India of (959
Arti, the : Lillian, the dencing star;
Nadim (Ferber Exckiel) the stunt queen.
Amarc men lttn.- was David Abrshaen who
d by the ao Ellxer

-hosc was a box office hit:
Eddie Baoxer. Joseph Moses.
guavuy e Executive Vice Presidest of

jom Bimsy; Jas (Levy Asgon Joseph).

400th annivensary <chboations, speaking
feelingly of the conribation of Be Jows of
India

The Baghdadi Jews amved in India
ey the end of e 1%th centory. and set
upl!ruhnnrmn&kuﬂl.mmsummd

'l‘ha) weoe ¢ scdmbma
l‘ewuf W verimble mercham

pnu:uufhlm’nu mrﬂvofhs-umnn
perticulae buik not caly 5 , but es-
mhlished re schaols, libearies, in-
m«m.mmmm
e mills.

‘The Jews of India have made sieable con-
wibusons, In & couniry which gave them
shelrer for conturies, they in hum were ever

n::lenlomeve utlulljlfm
ives. Additionally in y boo
Indan society. Itis I:ﬁ)ewd?:l}l Bene-Is-
] women evolved the of D serl i
amm-mhwmy & consi the most
1. In Bombay presidency, the Bene-Is-
r-: women were ploneers in the muesing
profession. As dociors wa, they were in the
forefront.Cne of the women to be qualified s
2 doctor in the carly part of this cenfury wiss
Dr. Jorusha Thissd who qealifisd in Bombay
in 1912, and latee got the M.D dogree in Lon-
don. She became e head of the Cama Hospl-
Mn:‘sz\!o(bersﬂ\nﬂmlywww
and She made valuabie contributions

mamm 1988
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who mehlzum Boy In "Tarzan goes
bhgil:ﬁm producen was Ezrs Mir
who was also sesocaed with Hollywood

.,..I.'zz....,mm
maymnever
ofmﬂon

Bumny Reuben and David Fershoos who
Mt:ﬂ found @ Bombay Film Lebormonies
"hen Esraed was established as 2 stie, the
Jews of India degam o migrase 10 [srasd They
did mot go % Brael because they wene 0p-
pressed or il tremed or unweanted. They wene
proudly conscious of the fact @ throughout
their sojoum i India they were never the ob
woct of discrimirance. They negar 10 mi
o [sraed becanse the bblical prophecy
o‘guh::ﬁn!m: Jews from the four oum
the earth i the fullness of time was etched
on thelr hearts and munds. But whevever the
“‘r be, they will sever forget India uﬁuﬂ
continee to be 10 them a sparitual homs
(Thiz articls wes writfen ls cnl.mluam
with Edjah E. Jhirad, president of Cone

mn Bina and an awthorily on
Jews)
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Mcening light and awssmn hint of eacly crispen splender

cancrete
Towers of Amerass optinhe sociey
Swaliowes! by bomb blast ceange
P)‘h‘mu b’ﬂwdphnu
Flllnudﬁlﬂiw

T uicidad e wenrorist

Faces—faces walking 1ogetaer,

1s unity, arger, and pain,

Their eyws vokune!
Ussoeing, they walk together with tears.
Ears mttumed for the slightest sound!

Aroend them mndﬂoadn,
Onelhuuﬂln.:-'wm

With heares of Ingemelly—

Dol
UMATGRERs, Bars
e:.bvdonuuvelom dtouof :

T Wk mosenk x s, et i e of chibd e

Mary Nichols
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The River Flows

A the the the river flows,
%u mnwﬂv:n.

mmdnhﬁﬁ hat;:vbenlvnndnm.
Lthnn e milky

She visited me any where [ shode.
Tonight, T am akoao m, this lonesome Jodging:
She obnn--w-hobommmmnm

lhmmmny

Fmdmobmmmmblﬁmmu
T et sail to the laed of covenant

im{yvu‘kd

fora living.
m%-lm“dmmumu-m ”

m. tom l?u:bbd:m!
DhnO\lu

Erna Weber Daniel

Ever openbeseted, your presence anlivens

mﬁmﬁnmmu&mﬁm
) slegance, adom ine,

Mgdicmandmm ”:'my

w«mmummm«mmm

huymmgw%{nmw-mhm

blessed are lh that™s ever so kind.
D e ey iy ;

igting, 100, the -dmums:gour 1afe.
mﬂqﬂywdmy:nm_ recorded in your files;
Ever headful, you®ve for traasiont sorrows and smple wiles
Lamen, praise, bame, wamings, kisses, ieary and smiles.
Your concern for others ever diaplaya & mokt elegsnt style

Elljak Jhirad

mw:ﬂhhhmm-ym

ztyﬂﬁll with teare.
The curtains at the wandow :phy
Waving 2 if to give him ssother

Soft somber music is ummﬂmno.
We know that his ead is coming soon.

Pe Outside @ Ot up with smsex fie
can almest hese the heaven-seat segede chor,

mu in his book of e is spent

His moctal & over a¢ it is meant
Tohhd-nmuwldw&wn*
And leave this earthly plane o the mmb.



Nostalgia

By John Perry (Pezarkar) - New Jersey

Memories: The possible origin of Bene Israeli Community-based Eliyahoo Hannavi 'Malida' ceremony. | am writing it in view

of several forthcoming webinar Malidas that are being held to celebrate Tu B'Shvat.
We lived in Dongri, which together with the neighboring streets that comprised Noor Baug, J.J. Hospital, Sandhurst Road, Umerkhadi, Mazgaon and Char Naal
had a majority of Bene Israeli community, much more than those at Jacob Circle (Saat Rashta) and Parel in the 1950s.
Hence, the local synagogue, the Etz Haeem Synagogue in Umerkhadi together with Gate of Mercy Synagogue (Juni Mashid) and Shaare Ratzon Synagogue (Navi
Mashid) were not enough to accommodate the large number of Bene Israelis. So the High Holiday prayer services: Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Simchat Torah
would be held at Sir Elly Kadoore School in Mazgaon. In fact, the Chanukkah festival would have entertainment, dramas and competitions for eight nights in the
school auditorium.

The community members were well acquainted with the happenings in Israel through news, relatives who had settled in Israel and various organizations
including the Bombay Zionist Association, the Indian Zionist Organization that also promoted Aliya to Israel.

| had the fortune to be one of the founders of the Jewish Youth Association and still vividly remember the various tasks we undertook including Hebrew classes
on Sunday mornings, entertainment program etc. Most of us from the youth group had broken away from the Bombay Zionist Association and joined hands with
M.D.Japeth, a well-known journalist and editor to form the Indian Zionist Organization.

Hence when the Six Day War broke out on June 5th, 1967 we were worried about the Jewish State and our family members there. The war was fought between
5th and 10th June 1967 by Israel and the neighboring states of Jordan, Syria, and Egypt. Not content with the news reports in the newspapers and there was
very little of it on All India Radio (in the absence of electronic media) we relied on M.D.Japeth, due to his association with the media and relations with the
Consulate General of Israel in Bombay.

From the second night of the Six Day War, over a hundred Bene Israelis would attend a meeting at the large terrace of our Chinwalla Building, courtesy my
father, Isaiah Aaron Perry who was the President of the building association and hence could use it freely. Around the fourth or the fifth day of the war, keeping
in mind the typical Bene Israeli practice of having an Eliyahoo Hannavi Malida, we resolved to have a community Malida if Israel won the war.

Of course, like always, Prophet Elijah heard our prayers and a grand Malida ceremony was held at the Sir Elly Kadoorie School in Mazagon which was attended
by over 400 men, women and children. Our Jewish Youth Association did not have the finances to bear the cost and hence we collected Rupee One from each
individual.. That was the beginning of Bene Israeli community Malida. Later, some very rich members of the community would give an open invitation to the
whole community and would offer Biryani to all those present. Our association had offered the basic food needed. But we were the pioneers!
| still remember the names and faces of those associated with the Jewish Youth Association and their activities that included: Elijah Waskar, Sammy Shapurkar,
George Nagavkar, Abraham Waskar, Noah Massil and of course, quite a number of our girls some of whose names | still remember, as they were known before
marriage: Sarah Pezarkar, Esther Sankar, Olivia Moses, Eliza Perry.

(Sincerely apologize if | have forgotten the names of some members of our committee).
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Indian’s in Joe Biden’s Admiration

inclia

Neha Gupta, currently an attorney in the
Office of the General Counsel for the Biden-
Harris Transition, has been appointed as
Associate Counsel at the Office of the White

Gujarat-born Vedant Patel Is Biden's pick for
Assistant Press Secretary to the President. He
has been a part of the Biden campaign and has
served as Regional Communications Director.

e b

iy

Uzra Zeya, an Indian-American diplomat who
quit her State Department job in protest
against Trump administration’s alleged racial
and sexist bias, is Biden's pick as his Under
Secretary for Civilian Security, Democracy,
and Human Rights.

Son of Indian Immigrants, Vidur Sharma, has
been appointed as Policy Advisor for Testing

- for the White House Covid-19 Response Team.

During the Obama administration, Sharma
had served as a health policy advisor on the
Domestic Policy Council.

Indian origin Sumona Guha has been
nominated as Senior Director for South Asia.
She was co-chair of the South Asia foreign
policy working group on the Biden-Harris
campaign.

Having served as US Surgeon General under
Obama govt, Dr Vivek Murthy will co-chair
Biden's COVID~19 task force. His family hails
from Karnataka.
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Biden’s pick for the White House Deputy Press
Secretary, Sabrina Singh was Press Secretary
to Kamala Harris on the Biden-Harris
campaign. She became the first person of
Indian origin to hold that portfolio for a major

Biden's pick for Associate Attorney General,
Vanita Gupta has had an illustrious career as
a civil rights litigator, serving as head of the
civil rights division of justice department
under Obama govt.

Kashmir-born Aisha Shah is Biden's pick for !
Partnership Manager in the White House
Office of Digital Strategy

1

party.

4 Sonla Aggarwal will occupy the key position
of Senior Advisor for Climate Policy and
Innovation in the Office of the Domestic
Climate Policy at the White House. She has
led America’s Power Plan, bringing together
200 electricity policy experts.

Daughter of Indian immigrants, Neera Tanden
is Biden's pick for budget chief; she will be the
first Indian-American and the first woman of
colour to serve as director of the US Olfice of
Management and Budget.

Vinay Reddy is Biden's pick for Director of
Speechwriting. He was the Senlor Advisor and
Speechwriter for the Biden-Harrls Campaign.
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Born in India, Gautam Raghavan, has been
nominated as Deputy Director in Office of
Presidential Personnel. He has served as an
Advisor to the Biden Foundation, and as Vice
President of Policy for the Gill Foundation.

Blden named Shanthl Kalathll as Coordinator
for Democracy and Human Rights In National
Security Council. As a senlor director of the
International Forum for Democratic Studies at
the National Endowment for Democracy, her
work focuses on emerging challenges to
democracy.

A lawyer by training, Mala Adiga has been
appointed as policy director of Jill Biden, the
first lady of US. Her family halls from Kakkunje
village in Kundapur taluk of Udupi district.

! \

the

A senior policy advisor under the Obama govt.
Sameera Fazili will occupy the key position of
Deputy Director at the US National Economic
Counclil (NEC) In the White House.

better &
india 8
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V Incoming First Lady Jill Biden has named

Indian-American Garima Verma as her digital
director. She has previously worked in the
entertainment space, at Paramount Pictures
and at The Walt Disney Company's ABC
Network.

A senlor fellow at the Centre for Security and
Emerging Technology at Georgetown
University, Tarun Chhabra, is appointed as
Senior Director for Technology and National
Security,
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Reema Shah is Biden's pick as Deputy Associate
Counsel at the Office of the White House. She
had served on the debate preparation team for
Joe Biden on the Biden-Harris Campaign.

Secrets of Elvis Presley

curtesy Samuel & Erna Daniels

Gladys Presley told her son Elvis that they were Jews, she also warned him to keep it to
himself, because “some people don’t like Jews.” Elvis Presley was a lifelong member of
the Memphis Jewish Community Center, to which he was given free admission while still
a relatively poor youth.

Presley never forgot the JCC when the annual fund drive rolled around, and when he was
tapped for a $1,000 donation to the Memphis Jewish Welfare Fund, Presley surprised
them with a check for $150,000.

When Gladys died in 1958, at the young age of 46, Elvis was only 23, his father, Vernon Presley, a
vicious Jew-hater, oversaw the design of her gravestone, including the image of a cross on an
upper corner. A few years later, Elvis, determined to honor his beloved Jewish mother had a Star
of David added to the opposite corner of her grave marker to balance out the cross and to
acknowledge his mother's Judaism.

Elvis always surrounded himself with Jews. Almost all of his song writers were, in fact, Jews. For his hits, he hired Wally Gold, Ben
Weisman, Florence Kaye, Aaron. Schroeder, and the songwriting duos of Mort Shuman & Doc Pomus and Jerry Leiber & Mike Stoller, all
Jewish. The latter duo wrote six Top 10 hits for Presley, including “Hound Dog,” “Jailhouse Rock,” and “Don’t” (as well as supplying hits
to the Drifters, the Coasters, the Clovers, Ben E. King, and dozens of others).

Elvis was deeply hurt by the Jew-hatred of the South. He told Larry Geller — one of the Jewish members of the Memphis Mafia and the
one who served as Elvis’s “spiritual advisor, with just a hint of bitterness: “Man, it used to confuse the hell outta me as a kid. In church
all they talked about was how great all the Jews were, Abraham, Moses, Ezekiel, and all those other prophets. They were all Jewish. But

outside of church, they would talk about ‘those damn Jews.” They would put them down. | just couldn’t understand it.”
Elvis responded by letting the entire world know that the King of rock and roll was a Jew--and : 2 3.
damn proud of it. He never missed an opportunity to wear his beloved “Star of David” and “Chai”
so the whole world could see he was a Member of the Tribe. While his managers wanted Elvis to
wear them under his shirt, Elvis kept his shirt wide open. This and more is recounted in the new
book “The Jewish World of Elvis Presley,” by Roselle Kline Chartock

=
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Why is Women’s Day celebrated? Therasa Serber Malkiel (1874-1949) from Ukrainian
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Bene-Israel Community Match Maker’s

101

Arranged Marriage

In India Canada & Israel

March. 18, 2021 Noa Gentmann & Eliroy Corley got married on which

O was 101th arranged marriage of Match Maker Rezina Daniels

T
" \ gt f| <5

_ JRezina Daniels
83 years old

¥  Phone: 052-5747486
+972 52 - 5747-486
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Onion Fritters/Pakoras 7¥1 ags Higl YS!

Happy and Kosher Passover to everyone

* You will need: 2 large onions, green chillies as per your taste, bunch of coriander leaves, half a tsp of each: turmeric, red chilli
powder (if needed), coriander powder, frechly grounded garam masala (optional), 1tsp cumin powder, salt to taste. 3/4th cup of
rice flour and 3-4pcs of powdered matzos. 1-2 eggs and water as needed.

Bene-lsrael
prepare this

¢ Directions: Mix in all the ingredients apart from the flour matzos and egg. Mix gently massaging the onions with the spices so
it releases the moisture. Make sure not to break completely the clices of onion. Then add in the rest of the ingredients and bring
to one nice mixture. Add egg and water only as needed little at a time.

- In a deep pot or kadhai, preheat the oil for deep frying. Now simply drop some of the mixture in the oil, as you desired shape

ﬁl’llSh and cize, or just freestyle frying as on the ctreets of Mumbai... amazing, right?

Fry the fritters on medium flame wntil nicely golden brown and crunchy from both sides. Enjoy with your desired chutney or

passover ketchup.

For recipe video, please click on the link to my YouTube channel: https:/fyoutu.be/UtjsAPvwx2-M

snack to
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1.0.B.l - Bene-Israel in the USA

Courtesy : Sam & Erna Daniels

Bene Israel Museum in Monmoth, USA
Presentation by John Perry
https://youtu.be/3820ZKKhrMo
(Comments by Nissim Moses)
This is a very nice Pictorial Presentation
very well presented by Mr. John Perry
but the Problem with all our Displays in
Museumes is that they are nothing more
than a display of artifacts through
pictures rather than a display of our
culture. In this virtual Tour | did not see
a display of our Celebration of Festivals
either at home or in the synagogue in
three dimensions. The following are a
few examples-
1. How we Observed Sabbath Eve.
2. Table setting for Simchath Torah.
3. Display of Passover Plates
4. A Display of The Various Malidah
Plates -Minchat Brith Mila, Minchat,
Shalom-Peace Offering, Minchat
Hodayah-Thanksgiving offering, Minchat
Tubeshvat.
5. A Seder Plate and Table Setting for
Passover and the group making of the

Tubeshvat.

5. A Seder Plate and Table Setting for
Passover and the group making of the
unleavened bread for Passover in a Bene
Israel Family Home, A Display a Display
how it was hung from the roof in the
middle of the roof during Passover
week.

6. The Observation and performance
and the Seder Plate arrangement for
Tubeshvat in a Bene Israel Home.

7. The Observation of Yom Kippur

8. How a Bene Israel Sukkah was built
never of Cloth but always of Palm leaves
and Why. Till Today. Why the Sukkah
was always in a synagogue & not in a
private Home.

9. The arrangement of a Bene Israel
Wedding and The various Ceremonies
connected with it such as Mehndi night,
Wedding Day, Hath Ukadna Ceremony
and their significance.

10 The Process of lighting the Hanukkiah
and the difference between the Bene
Israel Custom of lighting as per the

Israel Custom of lighting as per the
directive in the prayer chants and the
Ashkenazi method which is not in
conformance; but a result of availability
of only bees wax and the unavailability.
Alternative Vegetable oils to replace
Olive oil; in Europe.

11. There is no mention of the Origin of
our names and the real origin of its roots
being in ancient Israel.

12. There is no mention of our
genealogical roots at all.

Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage & Bene
Israel Genealogy Research

Finally we refer to much on Western
Socio-Anthropologist who besides
interviews with people know nothing
about our real Bene Israel Culture
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Reply from Mr. John Perry : Hi Leo,

We did it in our small way. It was a beginning. Now that Nissim Moses got in touch with me, | have introduced him to the
executives of our Jewish Museum. Hopefully he will be able to provide with more material and information.

Our museum has added information since it is about half an hour drive from Lakewood, New Jersey, that has a very large
Orthodox Jewish population as well as perhaps the biggest Yeshiva in the world.

There are scores of synagogues and a Jewish school in the neighboring towns which makes this museum an ideal place to
exhibit our Bene Israeli culture and heritage.

John (Yohanan) Perry

IOBI Israel arranged a web seminar “Ways to put yourself on the roads of success”
onJan 17, 2021 by Mr. David Birwadkar.

We have approached IOBI but nothing was sent of what they have been doing for last three months for the Bene-Israel community. As always it is more of a chat
group. They have been planning to meet in Israel since before Corona but still it is not known why do they want to meet? What is the agenda to help Bene-Israel
through this meeting? If it is just to socialize and have a picnic, and then no purpose is served. An international meeting should have set agenda pre discussed
and pre-approved by members; an agenda that contributes towards the advancement of Bene-Israel community requirements as lined out be the Bl leaders.

Indian Embassy in Israel
i (Also see page 98)

The Indian Cultural Center of Indian Embassy had a Tu B’Shvat celebration on 27-28 Jan 2021.

Know India Program (KIP) — “Visit India Free”
Know India Program (KIP) of the Ministry of External Affairs is a three-week orientation programme for diaspora youth
conducted with a view to promote awareness on different facets of life in India and the progress made by the country in
various fields e.g. economic, industrial, education, science & technology, communication & information Technology, culture.
KIP provide a unique forum for students & young professionals of Indian origin to visit India, share their views, expectations &
experiences and to develop closer bonds with the contemporary India.
Guidelines for KIP are at https://kip.gov.in/home/guidelines (n1'7y 77 1TIna Nj72a)
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Australia
Solomon Eurlkar

Hope you all are doing OK as life is getting back
to some sort of normality. Been spending time
looking through some paperwork and
documents that my mum and dad collected
over the years. | was very fortunate as my mum
helped me find a published article in “The
[llustrated Weekly of India”. It goes back over
50 years ago (October 19, 1969) and a few
articles published regarding our Jewish
communities in India. | have scanned a few
pictures related to a Bene Israel wedding. There
are a few more articles related to our Jewish
lives and it was a very fascinating read.

“Chag Pesach Samech”

Shaniwar Teli Issue 6, 1 April, 2021 Page :67




News from Pune Jewish Community
Dr. Reuben Daniel Pezarkar (Also see page 76)

100 years celebration

During the first quarter of 2021, many interesting events took place in Pune’s Succath 100 years
Shelomo Synagogue which was supposed to celebrate its Centenary year on a grand scale with : L T
guests planning to come to Pune from all over the world but due to the Corona Pandemic not
abating even after one year the celebrations had to be postponed by another year till
2022. Succath Shelomo Synagogue located in the heart of Pune city in Rasta peth was
constructed by the Bene Israeli community in the year 1921 with the help of donations from
the Jewish community from all over world. Some members also donated pieces of land to the
Synagogue. Two such properties were donated to the Synagogue. Both the properties are in
close vicinity of the Synagogue. One property is used for residential purpose given on rent to
our Jewish brethren and the other was used as a community hall named Noar( youth- qvn )
Memorial Hall used for various functions like engagement ceremonies, community malida,
birthday celebrations etc., of our community members.

S

Succath Shelomo Synagogue
Pune

Sukka of King Solomon

Pune’s growth and its impact on the Synagogue

Over a period of time Pune city which was a pensioner’s paradise because of its slow moving pace of life became a throbbing metropolis
with multi storied buildings and fast paced life with many malls, night clubs and many multiplexes cropping up all over the town. Simultaneously
the cost of land in and around Pune increased by leaps and bounds. Land became scarce and whatever was available was fetching very high
premium to the owners who had purchased at dirt cheap rates many years ago or were ancestral properties of their forefathers. This situation saw
the increase of Land Mafia which started grabbing properties of innocent ordinary people with threats and coercion. Succath Shelomo Synagogue
was finding it difficult to run the Noar Hall on their own hence decided to give on leave and license to one of our own community member who had
migrated back from Israel. For a few years everything went well with the Synagogue getting rent on time which was required for the maintenance
of the Synagogue.

lllegal Possession

Then things got ugly with this Jewish tenant from Israel becoming greedy and with the help of some committee members constructed a two floor building
illegally on the Noar Hall premises without the required permissions from the Pune Municipal authorities or the knowledge of the members (Jamat) of the Pune
Jews. Some committee members supported him in this illegal act. The Jamat then decided that it was time to act and bring down this illegal construction and get
back the Hall vacated as the tenant stopped paying rent and refused to vacate. The members of Pune community decided to hold a Jamat meeting on the 31st
January 2021. But these people did not allow the meeting to take place. Letters to the authorities to demolish the illegal structure were stonewalled by the
authorities for obvious reasons. But the Jewish community of Pune were determined, and with the help of Solomon Sopher, trustee of David Sassoon Trusts who
was kind enough to allow the meeting to take place at OHEL DAVID SYNAGOGUE premises (this is also located in Pune) and by the Grace of God the meeting was
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held successfully and the erring committee members removed from their posts. Resolutions were also passed to demolish the illegal structure and get the Noar
Hall vacated from the illegal possession of our own Jewish brethren from Israel. He is also hand in glove with various builders to construct on this Prime Property
belonging to the Succath Succath Synagogue. For this endeavor the Jewish community of Pune has come together leaving their differences aside to fight the land
mafia and get back possession of our prime property.

Cemetery

The second event concerns the Cemetery in Pune at Koregaon Park an earlier article in Shaniwar Teli dated
January 2021 mentioned the deplorable state of Cemeteries in Western Maharashtra including the one in
Pune. How efforts made by Lt. Gen. Russel Mordecai PVSM ,AVSM, who was emotionally attached to this
place as he had lost his beloved son Ruel who was just 31 years old and Dr. Zimra Israel had a personal
connect as their loved ones were buried at Pune Jewish cemetery. They took it upon themselves to restore
the Cemetery in Pune to its past glory, in spite of innumerable obstacles and problems. They have done a
Marvelous job and cleared the whole cemetery of all the undergrowth, grass and garbage strewn around
the premises in less than three months. A few photographs here in this article show the tremendous amount
of efforts undertaken by this team of four volunteers to make the resting place of our beloved ones spick &
span.

Now that everything has been cleaned we see that a lot to achieve still like; laying of water pipe,
constructing a shed where prayers for the departed souls can be said, bathroom, to make approach road,
perimeter wall is broken at two places we need to put glass on wall recruit a contractor who will maintain
the cemetery. Still a lot more work needs to be done people who have personal connect with this cemetery
can get in touch with the volunteers and help in whatever way they can.

Pune Residents (Past & Present)
If your families have used this synagogue and cemetery, please help out.
The synagogue requests from families from Pune now living in Canada USA and Israel to
please send this synagogue $ 100.00 per year so that the synagogue and cemetery can be
RESPECTFULLY maintained.
Please offer your help and speak to;

1. Lt. Gen. Mordecai : ruthrussel2000@yahoo.com

2. Dr Zimra email : zimraisrael@gmail.com

3. Yosef Nowgaonkar : yosef.nowgaonkar@gmail.com

4. Dr. Reuben Daniel at email: reuben daniel@rediffmail.com/drreubendaniel@gmail.com
WhatsApp:+9197655-13838
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If you were / are using Thane synagogue, please help them out:
onen we s ey
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News From Thane

http://shaarhashamaim.com
Mr. Samuel Elijah Daniel (Bamnolkar)

Mr. Samuel Daniel informed us that the community activities are still restricted in Thane.

Ashdod

Independence day celebration
at HOUSE, 35 HaAvoda Street,
Ashdod 15.4.2021 20:30
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- RN 4 Hadassah Hospital Jerusalem writes:
TNIN 052-6499337 7/ 01 TRW* UJU‘JZ;!;E;EAB//]N'IR 032-8806578 § Congratulations outstanding Deputy Dr. Nofit Samuel as she is the first

doctor in the history of State of Israel in the Paratrooper Division
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Cochin Museum
Men-profil organization Registration Mumber: 580222552
Contacts: cochini 152@gmail.com, Nevatim, Israel
www.cochin.org.il

Indian Jewish Heritage Center
rr7p Codain MNon-profit organization Registration Number: 580526333
END Jewiiin Contacts: ijhercenten@ygmail.com, IJHC, POB 0009, Hertzlia, |srael
mITa e www indianjews. org
foxXig Caniat

10" February, 2021
Dear Community members,

A unigue sculpted memorial is being built in Tsfat, Israel,
on Jerusalem Street adjacent to the Municipality
building. This memorial will hold names of righteous
Jews from all over the world.

We have been approached to provide names of Indian
Jews who have played an important part in saving lives
of Jewish brethren, sometimes, at the risk of their own
lives. The memorial has limited space so some names
will be placed in the golden book instead.

Please send us information including names, place of
incident and details of how they helped in saving lives of
other people. Please send the information to
ifhercenter@agmail.com

Deadline for sending the information is March 30th,
2021,

The Indian Jewish Heritage Team

IJHC have activities on Zoom but as we cover only items related to Bene-
Israel Jews, there are few activities at IJHC for Bene-Israel community.

Below

see tow one of them.
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The complete list of our brave Bene-Israel soldiers who fought in India
and in Israel wars can be found in the articles and books written by Mr.
Nissim Moses, Historian expert on Bene-Israel Community. These are only
some of them there IJHC has picked. Please do not be confuse as our
fighters are some alive, some of them.
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The conflict between IJHC and Bene-Israel Community

o )
D Nevatim

Nevatim (jewishvirtuallibrary.org)

Nevatim was established at a south Israel location in 1954 by Cochin Jews, who had immigrated from
Cochin, India. Nevatim (Hebrew: 0'p21) is a moshav in southern Israel. Located in the northern Negev
desert around 8 km (5 mi) south-east of Beersheba, it falls under the jurisdiction of Bnei Shimon
Regional Council. In 2019 it had a population of 996. No Bene-Israel’s live there.

The nearest settlements are the Bedouin towns of Tel as-Sabi to the north and Shaqgib al-Salam to the
south. At a greater distance to the northeast lies Nevatim Israeli Air Force Base, named after the
moshav. IJHC’s effort is in building an Indian Heritage Center in the current Cochini kibbutz in
Nevatim.

As per our discussion with various leaders of Bene-Israel community they strictly do not support JHC
as they feel this whole effort will only benefit the Cochini Moshav. All the three communities (Bene-
Israel, Bagdadi and Manipali jews) do not live in Nevatim and therefore it will only benefit the Cochini
Kibbutz and the Cochini community living there.

The ideal place for a Bl community Museum and community center should include place where Bene-
Israel’s can have Malida and other ceremonies like Birth, Henna Ceremonies, Bar/Bat Mitzva and
Community get to gathers. No Bene-Israel will travel to Nevatim to do all this. The ideal place for it
would be in Lod or Ramle. An excellent example is “Amuta Sitar” opened by Bene-Israel community in
Eilat where Bl people come to play carom, chess, learn Hebrew, children classes. The place is used for
Bl community functions.

IJHC expects the tourists can be attracted to Nevatim to a Goa like “spice garden”, but once again,
only the Cochini will have to manage it as it is their Moshav land and they will take benefit of it. Further
IJHC is not registered independently but uses the registration of the Cochini Moshav. So even more it
is clear that this whole effort will only benefit the Cochini community. Our donations go to the Moshav
and not to IJHC.

Our community leaders think the Cochini Moshav management is making a fool our young Bene-Israel
youth who are being used to promote this project without thinking logically. The thoughts of the Bene-
Israel community is to have their own community Museum and community center and that the youths
of Bene-Israel should work on this project rather than IJHC which does not benefit the Bene-Israel.
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Ahmadabad News- Nissim Moses

Dear Friends and Colleagues it gives me great pleasure in bringing to your attention the progress in the
career of a new rising professional and a star among our Women folk our community. A person who has

already begun distinguishing her self as a competent and professional capable Obstetrician and
Gynecologist.

Due to the current situation all over the world of the Corona virus there has been created a shortage of
attendant on duty doctors at hospitals all over the world. During this time many a hospital has had to
rely upon the dedicated service of on duty interns for immediately responding to hospital patients. One
such case in a Maternity ward in Ahmedabad India Resulted in Dr. Amita daughter of Mrs. Sarith and
Mr. Austin-Ariel Haeems (Bamnolkar) successfully delivering her first Baby independently.

We congratulate her and wish her many more successful deliveries in the Future.

Pictures Posted on Facebook Article

Picture-1 Picture-2 Picture-3 Picture-4 Picture-5
The Shy Little Lady Amita Dr. Amita Austin Haeems Dr. Amita Austin Dr. Amita Austin Haeems with her First independently
Austin Haeems in her consulting room at Haeems at the Entrance  Delivered Baby-“Siman Tov Ve Mazal Tov ve Mazal Tov"
the Hospital to the Hospital
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Additional News from Pune (see also page 68)

Dear community members you will be happy to see below the notice issued by Pune Municipality for demolition
of illegal construction done by Mr. Oren Penkar at Noar Hall which is the property of Sukkoth Shelomo
Synagogue.

Background:

Noar hall was given on Leave & License( rent) to Mr. Oren Penkar from 1st June 2011 for 33 Months.
Rent was delayed many a times and during this period Mr. Oren Penkar constructed illegal building behind
Noar hall and one at first floor of Noar hall.

After the end of the term he was told to leave which he did not do.

The general body of the synagogue appointed community members comprising Dr. Nathan Ashton, Dr
Irene Judah, Dr. Ruben Daniel Penkar, Dr. Zimra Israel, Lt. Gen (Retd.) Russell Mordecai, Mr. Herzel Simon
for freeing up of Noar hall from illegal procession.

A letter was written to PMC by Sukkoth Shelomo Synagogue for bringing down the illegal structure.
Many community members and the secretary did lot of correspondence in the matter for bringing illegal
structure down.

We thank deputy chief minister Mr. Ajit Pawar for fast action in the matter, also Chief Minister Mr. Uddhav
Thakre for fast action.

| would like to thank the Noar hall action committee for taking efforts on this. | would also thank Him.
Secretary Mr. Yosef Nowgaonkar for all the running around.

We hope and pray that illegal structure will be brought down by PMC.

After the leave & lisence term is over the hall is given to s footwear shop by Mr. Oren Penkar which is
illegal.

How the illegal building got water and electricity connection is also a point of investigation for police to
see if this is organized crime.

Mr Oren Penkar runs paying guest business in the illegal building.

Sukkoth Shelomo has already written letters to PMC and Police

This is one of the best example of community members coming together to save community property.
Herzel Simon of Sukkoth Shelomo Synagogue (This message was sent on WhatApp during Jan 2021)

Pune's Bene Israel Community Gears Up To Celebrate 100 Years

93, Rasta Peth, Pune

NOAR HALL P.G.

For Girls Only
64, Rasta Peth, Pune 411011.

Contact =0
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Sorry situation for the Bene-Israel Panvel Cemetery

Beth El Synagogue in Panvel being one of the most popular synagogue’s for Bene-Israel community, it is excellent cared for
under Secretary Moses Jacob Korlekar . On the other hand the Bl cemetery in Panvel is in the mostsorry situation as seen in
some pictures below by Maxim Moses Shapurkar.
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Translation (online) by Google: (May not be 100% accurate)

Response from the synagogue committee in Panval.

Brothers of the Community of The Bene-Israel in India - Israel - USA - England
- Australia -Canada. For Your Information.

The Community of the Bene-Israel has a burial place in Panvel called the
Jewish Cemetery Trust. There is a large lake called "Lake Israel" right next to
the burial grounds. When the water from this lake reached the cemetery,

Panval city inspectors were notified of the flooding of the low-lying areas.
Accordingly, filler work is carried out in the lower areas. Leveling will be done
by road roll and ICB machine after filling of a few days. Leveling means that
once the water level work is done, Jewish cemetery repair will begin and the
work will be done.

Members of the Executive Committee of the Panve Jewish Cemetery are
concerned that no damage will be caused to an old tomb due to these filling
works.

Photos and videos will be submitted to your after the completion of the filling
and alignment work.

The Executive Committee of the Jewish Cemetery Trust assures us that the
cemetery will operate after the common layer. All Jewish brothers are asked
to cooperate in this work.

To date, the Jewish Cemetery Trust has not received any donations in
the name of Pavel Cemetery and will continue not to receive donations
for this purpose.
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To : The Jewish Cemetery Trust (Panvel)
The water and leveling issue is not what is of concern to
the concern Bene-Israel who sent the pictures.

What is of concern the graves of our ancestors are made
in to roads, gutters, roads and residents homes are built
on graves of our ancestors. The concern Bene-Israel
thinks the Panvel Synagogue gets huge donations from
visitors all around the world but still the graves of our
ancestors are walked over and insulted (see pictures
above).

What had the committee planned to do about it?
ShaniwarTeli e-newsletter (shaniwarteli@gmail.com)
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Magen Hassidim Synagogue 23.3. 2021 Celebrated their 90™ year of existence

" HASSIDINM
SYNAGOGUE 901!
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(ABMEH) Association for Bene-Israel Marathi & English literature preservation in Hebrew
Avihay Bastekar & family

Avihay Bastekar born in Israel to Bene-Israel parents and married to a girl born off parents from
USA, living beyond green line near Hebron with four children ages 5,4, 3, and 1 is an ideal
example of atrue Zionist dream coming true!

Of all the Bene-Israel children we have met in Israel, Avihay’s concern for preserving our Marathi
& English written history and heritage is very impressive. Though he himself cannot speak or
read Hebrew, he has collected hundreds of Marathi & English book that include Bene-Israel
prayers, songs, kirtan songs, festivals, food and culture.
1. The first thing Avihay does is scan these books and store them in digital form.
2. But the most important thing is that Israeli born children do not understand Marathi and
therefore it is most important to translate these books in to Hebrew.
3. Asfirst step Avihay wants to translate the Bible of Bene-Israel the H.S. Kehimkar’s book
in to Hebrew to be saved digitally (the English version is already scanned and preserved).
4. Please help Avihay with $ 12.00 / 40 NIS charges for translating per page.

| THE HISTORY or_‘mf;ﬁ
© BENE-ISRAEL OF INDIA

H. S. KEHIMEAR

Please help Avihay and family finish this important project by sending your donation of S 12 per page / 40 NIS per page to
Bank Hapolim (52) Branch (186) Account (789380) or paypal.me / TraditionalBnelsrael / send email or call 054-3046072

Some of the many books collected scanned and preserved by Bastekar family
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https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY-
9VGdd9otl10iSAgm7HgeubuoYgsosVbN

Avihay'’s collection of Bene-
Israel Marathi songs. Follow
the link.
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Avihay Bastekar:

Bank Hapolim No. 52, Branch 186, Account No. 789380
789380 [1Iawn DN 186 TITWN 920 52 p1a 78w NTIAN '2v1a9 2
J12' RM22N NN NTIR
IBAN: 1L3505218600000007893804438290

Or by paypal: paypal.me/TraditionalBnelsrael

To send materials address:
To : Avihay Bastekar
137/3,Harav Zvi Yehuda kook street,
Mail box 2044,

Kiryat Arba 9010000, Israel.
bastekeer@gmail.com
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Gabriel Project Mumbai Emergency Nutrition for Starving Families!!
URGENT APPEAL for Donation of only $70/- (On-line Donations)
Follow the link: Urgent campaign to prevent the spread of Corona virus in the slums (rootfunding.com)

DEATH SENTENCE!! (see this video)

Urgent campaign to prevent the
spread of Corona virus in the
slums

-

Jacob Sztokman : R o

'GPM" HELPS INDRANS IN TIMIES OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC S
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m jJTTke9Es

jacob@gabrielprojectmumbai.org

New Zealand, Wellington
'Yoel Samson (Killekar)”

This is the first report I’'m doing from this beautiful little capital of New
Zealand. In Wellington we are the only Beni-Israel family so are members
of the Orthodox Synagogue Beth-El Synagogue. We are pretty active in the
community and our daughter is at present sitting on the Religious
Committee of the Synagogue. Our 2 boys lead a few of the services
including the holidays. The older son does the Torah reading for the first
to Aliyot for every new book, besides the full Torah reading for Shabbat
Bereshit. The younger son is the Rosh Beni Akiva for Wellington. In 2019
he represented New Zealand at the Torah Quiz in Yerushalim.

We have heard that there are Beni-Israelis living in other parts of New
Zealand and would love them to get in touch with us. They could make
initial contact with us through the Beth-El Synagogue in Wellington or the
Wellington Rabbi. Would love to hear from you and form a link in this
beautiful country. More about the country and the Jewish life here in New
Zealand next time. Shalom

Beth-El Synagbgue
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Canada
Abraham Samson Mab

No Bl activity as a community as yet

IJF - Indian Jewish Federation
Advocate David Talegaonkar

No activity during Corona

Eilat
Moshe Digodkar

"ShaAre Shalom”

News Received on 15.3.21

There is get together for Pessach (before Pessach) and then
after Pessach for Mimuna. The other Synagogue Shaare
Shalom has started the prayer for Friday and Saturdays.
There are two Bene Israel Synagogues; one is at Sitar Amuta

and second is Shaare Shalom where | go and my family goes.

Sitar Amuta has opened recently few years. It's Bene Israel
community hall and also next to it they recently made small
Synagogue about maximum 25 to 30 people can sit .Men
and Women together. Sitar is Amuta for Bene Israel and
Aarba Emahot is the Synagogue next the hall. It's big ground
floor structure with big hall and few rooms.

Sha'are Raharﬁim Prayer Hall

From Sunday to Thursday few people come to play Carrom board or chess or table tennis. And few children come to learn Hebrew
from Professor Isaac Shapurkar. But from last year because of coronavirus everything was stopped. Now they will start after Pessach.
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ORT (0Organization for Rehabilitation through Training)

Johnny Jhiradkar

This time we are reporting the background of ORT- India and Ort India and its
work with Bene-Menashe community (Bene Menashe is the name given to
Judaizing groups from northeast India mainly in the two Indian states of
Mizoram and Manipur).

World ORT is the largest Jewish non-governmental education and training
organization in the world. The story of ORT is one of the most remarkable in
modern Jewish life, for it was an organization born of necessity that endured
and flourished because of its ability to adapt to change. The history of ORT
began officially in 1880 and continues to grow in strength into the present
day.

ORT India opened its doors in 1960. Through International Cooperation
programmer, ORT supports non-sectarian economic and social development
in different parts of the world, with vocational training and the provision of
technical assistance.

City
Locality
Established
Affiliated to

Address

Phone

Website

Ort India, Mumbai

Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

Worli Hill Road
1960

University of Mumbai, Mumbai

68, Worli Hill Road, Worli, Mumbai
- 400 018.

91-22-24962350, 24968423

Visit Website

The purpose of ORT India Educational Scholarship is to provide encouragement to students to pursue education in primary,
secondary, middle, higher secondary school and graduation, post-graduation and professional courses. During Covid-19 ORT

India kept their good work on by encouraging and providing scholarship for online education.

ORT India is involved and connected with Bene Menashe community from last 40+ years. During last 18 years ORT have
opened its Computer Education Unit in Churchandpur first and then during 2008 in Imphal-Manipur. This unit is to serve Bene
Menashe community which is one of the lost tribes of Jews. So far more than 1500 Bene- Menashe students have benefited
by way of free computer education with the help from ORT.These activities are also being carried out apart from scholarships
for school, college, professional and online Education and this year the cost of laptops will also be compensated for students

requiring computers for their studies.
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JP’s Jewish Minority Leader in Maharashtra
Sassoon Phansapurkar

Adopt a Family:

This month six months of this project are over. Some helped families in India for 4 months and some 6. This project was
initiated by the thoughts of Mr. Phanspurkar. Hundreds of families were helped in Mumbai Pune and Ahmadabad. We thank
all those who helped BJP and Shaniwar Teli make this project successful.

Corona:
We have been helping Bene-Israel people get admissions in to packed hospitals. DO NOT BRING DOWN YOUR
Unfortunately during corona we are also helping getting Bene-Israel dead bodies MASK TO THE CHIN

back for the families for giving them respectable burial.

As you know, Mumbai is crushing under the COVID Crisis. There is lack of
ambulances, leading to long arrival times (up to 12 hours!) and thousands of
preventable deaths every day. To help with this situation, students and alumni of IIT
Bombay have started an initiative called HelpNow.

HelpNow provides sanitized and well-equipped ambulances with ventilators, within
15-20 minutes across Mumbai. Our 24x7 network is available to patients, healthcare

Sxprared Tka n=de of tha
workers, hospitals, testing labs and Government bodies through the helpline 88 99 "t i

.

Sinus & thorat zontam nated C W3
qrrTs

88 99 52. : 2
When you want to eat, drink or do any activity where you have
to remove your mask, just remove it completely,

Wawakar: You keep saying you will make a Taj Mahal in the memory of | Mrs. Pingle (on phone to her husband) Dear come home early today. | and

your wife. But where is it? So many years have passed. children and you will all have Muglia biryani today for dinner
Virulkar: That is correct Wawadkar but my problem is that she just does | Mr. Pingle reached home before time, his mouth watering.
not diell He entered home when his wife shouted “OK children Dad is here!! He is

taking us to the Kosher Biryani House today!! Get ready!!
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News from Beth EIl Synagogue, Panvel F b &
Mr. Moses Jacob Korlekar (Secretary of the Synagogue) i

On 19" March 2021 there was a mock police drill around Beth El Synagogue, Panvel, Raigad. All synagogues receive police
protection these days. Especially with the bomb threat near Embassy of Israel, New Delhi this activity has intensified.

Raigad Edition
Mar 19, 2021 Page No. 3
newspaper . pudhari.co.in
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Join Bene-Israel Orchestra that plans to travel around the
world

Join Bene-Israel Kirtan Group
Elijah Jacob (ex-Director of AIDC) is planning to put together a Bene-Israel Kirtan Group
that will travel in India and abroad where Bene-Israel communities live today to give
recitals and live performances.

Elijah is looking for volunteers who would like to be a part of this group :
Singers — Ladies & Gentlemen fluent in Marathi
Instrument players — Tabla, Harmonium, Casio Synthesizer
Payments will be made to each member of the team after every program once the final
cost/price will be settled with the organizers that will invite the Kirtan Group in different
countries. Necessary to attend practice regularly once a week or more.

Interested participants may please contact Elijah at email : elijahjacob@gmail.com
This article was guided by Mr. Elijah Jacob. '

TR AT WATCH A TRADITIONAL PURIM "KIRTAN' STRAIGHT FROM MUMBAI

VLD 19 restrictions prevent holiday synegqogue performancs in Bunmbai, it menabers of Indiss largest Jewdsh
community Bene lsrael are still passing on the Lindy inspmed art form

Er HEHEE GHERT LAMD w | e Foanap 202l A0y

Jewish Indian women elders spearhead revival

of Purim musical tradition
See the link below:
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-indian-women-elders-spearhead-revival-of-purim-
musical-tradition/
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Aliyah to Israel

(The printed part of this message is printed as received. No changes are made)

Jewish Agency Official representatives Shirley Palkar & Oren Benjamin
via WhatsApp +972-54-760-9799.

Oren Benjamin Shirley Palker

Though there are still no flights, Oren & Shirley claim they are working on several Aliya files and interviews on zoom. They
claim besides the Jewish Agency files, they also work on many other social work in and outside the community. However they
do not wish to do publicity of their social work. They wish Passover greeting to all the readers.

AJDC Mumbal

EPJCC Virtual Events this year

Session on significance of Tu B'Shevat, 25" Jan Advance Hebrew Class (every Sunday)

Tu B’Shevat Malida Seder, 27" Jan Beginners Hebrew class (every Monday)

Kabballah Class (every Tuesday)

Weekly Torah portion Class (every Thursday)
Womens' Orot Ha Torah session every Rosh Chodesh

Session on significance of Tu B’Shevat, 25" Jan
Tu B’Shevat Malida Seder, 27" Jan
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Raigad Kurul Bene-Israel cemetery compound wall is the next
project RJA will be taking up. The gate has already been
repaired.

RJA has already finished the project of placing the candle box at
Elijah Taap and the rebuilding of Ambepur synagogues is in
progress (see step by step picture below).

Once the Ambepur project will be over, the wall of Kurul
cemetery project will start.

Ambepur Sanayogue:

If you and / or your ancestors have used services of this
synagogue, please send RJA donations towards complete the
outer & internals of the synagogue.

Kurul Cemetry:
If your family and ancestors are buried here, please send your
donations to RJA to help build this wall.

Please write to shaniwarteli@gmail.com to guide you whom to
talk to send your donations.

Shaar e Shalom synagogue, Borli
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Curtesy Raigad Jewish Association - Ambepur Synagogue Jan 2021
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Thank you Mr Sunny Sq

finanaing Ralgad Jews

project on Korlui-Borlia ing, gate
repalrs and making and Installing the
nama banner of the place.

Also see page 98
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Qehillim should be recited for which ()ccasions
and (Fvents

Indian Judaica

Shaniwar Teli eNewsletter for Bene-Israel Community presents

YWhen to read what Psalim?

Rabbi Samuel Ben-Shalom Divekar guides us Print and Keep these pages with you.

ollowing is a [ist ms which are recited on ial occasions

(Occasions and Events Psalm

To find a mate (Shiduch) .....coiviinin v e aenae, 32, 38,70, 71, 72, 82,121, 124
On the day of awedding  ..coovvv i viiienvir i e v vra e - .19
For healthy childbirth ... 4 5 B 2[.'! 35 5? 93 1(]8 142
Uponthebirthof achild ... e e, 20,139
On the day of a circumcision ............ .. 12
For recovery fromillness  ........covveeee ﬁ 13 Zﬂ 22 23 3(] 32 33 41 51 Eﬁ ES 91 1[.'!2

103, 121, 130, 142, 143
For livelihood ........ocoiei e v e e .ol 23, 34, 36, 62, 65, 67, 85,104, 121, 136, 144, 145
D o 4T T | .
For success ...... .. 112
For the Jewish Peuple 43 ?9 S{I 83
For thanksgiving .......cceeeeeiiiis sis en v srsces sns sen sanana o 9 21 5? 95 100,116,138
For Divine guidance ... cis s s s et s e s s e s s e e e .. 139
Forrepentance ........... 519{]
For help in troublesome hmes 21] 33 85 Sﬁ I{IZ 13[.'! 142
Prayer recited when traveling ........cocoroiniieiriie ien cer s vracen v sen v sns e san i svanneans T1
Psalm of thanksgiving for a miracle ... s e e e aeaaen 18
Psalm of thanksgiving upon being rescued .......cooveiiniiiiiiini i e 124
In a house 0f MOUITINE ... ces v iis an e srssrs s vreransrs san ens ses ses sanses san s see sussnn sen sanes B9
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19.

GESBEBRRNER

( Jecasions and ¢ vents

For miscarriages problems

Getting stuck in a storm at sea

From relief pain in the head and shoulder
Beneficial for achieving all one’s desires
Saving oneself from evil spirits
Relief from eye diseases

To drive away from one’s enemies
For finding favor in one’s eyes

For a sick youth

For one who has enemies

For destroying enemies

To prevent weakness

For salvation from an unnatural death
For fear

To kill demons

To disclose a thief

To say on a journey

For salvation from kings

For wisdom

Beneficial for judgment

To stand before the authorities

For every sorrow

For a questioning regarding a dream
For salvation from a flood of water
For every trouble

For calamities and danger

Saving oneself from wild animals
For prayer

Saving from evil spirits

For every bad thing

For an evil eye

A supplication for mercy

For a woman whose children die
For one who is walking on his way
If foes rise against you

Psalm
36.

37.
38.

L3
o

66.
67.
68.

GEORREEENSOFROFROPAEEENSGERERERE

( Yccasions and (F-vents

To eradicate the wicked
For a drunkard
If others are plotting against you

For one who is fasting

For salvation from evil spirits

If you have been dismissed from your profession
For building a home

For building a home

For salvation from the enemy’s hand
For one who has an evil wife

For a man who hates his wife

For repentance

To make your enemies fear you

For fever

For salvation from thieves

For one who is impure due to adultery
To prevent one from speaking slander
To intimidate your enemies

To take revenge upon your enemies
To intimidate your enemies

To take revenge upon your enemies
For anything bad happening

For one chained in iron shackles

For success

For an evil dog

For an evil inclination

To go to battle

For one who dreads sitting in his home
To say after Minchah and Arvit

For success in business

To cross a river

If you desire something from someone
For one who has a spirit - (to save oneself)
For chronic fever

For evil spirits
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Psalm

69.

72
73.
74.
75.
76.

SRSSRESRGRI EEBEILA

93.

SERESISE

0.

(Yccasions and ¢ vents

For an adulterer and one who covets
For war

To find favor

To find favor and approval

For salvation from fear

If one has enemies

To lower one’s pride

For salvation from fire and water
To avoid falling on an evil day

To find favor and approval in the eyes of the monarchy
To conquer enemies

To avoid practicing heresy

To avoid practicing heresy

For success in your mission

For war

For one whose body is emaciated due to illness

To appease one's friend

For salvation from evil spirits

Beneficial for liberating the city

Beneficial for liberating the city

For a person who loses his limbs

Suddenly seeing a lion

For evil spirits

To see great miracles

To defeat one’s opponent

If your enemy oppresses you

To prevent the people of your city from misleading you
To gladden one’s family members

To gladden one’s family members

To establish peace between man and his fellow man
To be righteous

To overcome one’s enemies

M ( Yccasions and (¢ vents

101.  For evil spirits

102.  For a barren woman

103.  For a barren woman

104. To send away harmful influences

105.  Saving oneself from the fourth step of (malaria) fever
106.  Saving oneself from the third step of (malaria) fever

107. For chronic fever

108.  For success

109.  If your enemy oppresses you

110.  For your enemies to make peace with you
111.  To increase your friends

112.  To be mighty in your strength

113.  For heresy

114.  For a seller and a buyer

115. To debate with heretics

116. To avoid dying an unnatural death

117.  For one who was unfairly informed upon
118. To answer a heretic

119. Please see below.

120. To establish peace

121. To go out alone at night

122, For a servant who has escaped

123. To pass over in a boat

124. To pass over in a boat

125. For enemies

126. For a woman whose children die

127. To save newborn baby

128. For a pregnant woman

129. For performing a mitzvah

130. To pass over in a boat

131. For an arrogant person (to calm down)
132. Not fulfilling an oath and to get rid of it
133. To establish love between lovers
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M ( Yecasions and (Fvents

134. To say before learning

135. For one who has thoughts of idol worship
136. For admitting malicious sins

137. For releasing hate

138. For releasing pride

139, For establishing love between a man and his wife
140. For animosity between man and his wife
141. For heart pains

142, For leg ailments

143, For arm ailments

144. For a broken arm

145. For fear

146. For a blow of the sword

147. For snakebite

148. For a fire

149. To prevent a fire from spreading
150. To praise Hashem for all his works

Psalm 119 (ccasions and Fvents

X - For one who wishes to acquire a mitzvah
2 - For forgetfulness
1 - For pain in the right eye
7 - For pain in the left eye
i1 - For protection from sin
1 - To intimidate a ruler
T - For the spleen

n - For the upper stomach

L - For pain in the left and right kidneys
* - For kindness

2 - For swelling of the right nostril
5 - For judgment

1 - For pain in the right hand

1 - For going on a journey

D - To ask for one’s needs

¥ - For pain in the left hand

b - For swelling of the left nostril
¥ - To destroy one's enemies

P - For pain in the left leg

7 - For pain in the right ear

W - For pain in the head

N - For pain in the left ear

We can be contacted as follows:

Rabbi Shmuel Ben-Shalom (Divekar)
Director
Binyan Israel Institute
P. O. Box 5866,
Jerusalem - 9105801.
ISRAEL.

Website : www.indianjudaica.com
Email : beshalom@netvision.net.il

Mobile / WhatsApp : 054-7409055.
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Ambepur; Plaster work has started

Indian Embassy Scholarship

ICCR Scholarship Scheme
—— for Indian Culture (2021 - 2022)

ICCR is pleased to announce 100 scholarship slots

under the ICCR Scholarship Scheme for Indian Culture
at Indian Universities/ institutes for the academic year

2021 - 2022.

Theatre,
Yoga and
Sculpture

To apply please visit:
http://a2ascholarships.iccer.gov.in

Last date of submission - 30 April 2021
Open for all Nationals.
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We are looking for help in Hebrew and Marathi articles. More writers are also
welcome.

Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible

To Our Readers

Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com

Write to us about any Bl business you run and would like to advertise free

Please send us matrimonial to add to the classified poems and stories (Marathi English Hebrew)

All your suggestions are welcome

Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.
No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.
Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

© NO Uk~ WM PR

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong
or misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private
circulation. Only purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world.

Coming Dead Line to submit matter for next issue:

15" June. Tuesday 2021
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