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Shaniwar Teli e-
Newsletter lost a close 

friend on 10th May 2022 
afternoon. 

 

 

 
Do not stand at my grave 

and weep. 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 

Do not stand at my grave  
and cry. 

I am not there, 
I did not die, 

I live  
In your memories! 
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Sara M. Novenson is a Contemporary 
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colorful New Mexico landscapes. Her 
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Shaniwar-Teli was looking for Bene-Israel artists 
who paints on Bible, but could not find any one. 
If you know of any one, please let us know.  
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Letters 
 

 

Dear Leo brother,  
Very systematic volume 10. Very very 
informative magazine. Blessings to all Editors of 
Saniwar Teli  Israel magazine, from BETH EL 
SYNAGOGUE Panvel.  Our committee members 
will help anyone, who desires to perform 
MALIDA in the Synagogue. 
Sir, your group of editors are taking so much 
troubles to collect information. 
Moses Korlekar 
   _______________________________ 
Hi Shulmit, 
I hope you are archiving your issues as it has so 
much valuable information on Bene-Israel 
community. Your research is incredible.  
Hope this information could be available also in 
Hebrew.  
Nancy Killekar 
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April 9, 2022 
Good evening to you Lior Danias Good and blessed week I 
know that you and Kolatker are childhood friends (Legottia 
Dost). Everything we post about Kolatker you try to cover 
up Korleker's act, obviously you're naïve because you're his 
friend. I'm telling you about guy Funker's letter of apology 
all the information is yours to the relevant parties. He was 
then called to the police and warned by police in India that 
no more information would be given to any party. 
Externally and not to Samson Digulkar but he can write a 
text message and gave him false information to journalists 
and press journalists do not publish without looking into the 
matter. You don't want to believe the truth. Graves 
destroyed? 
A cemetery space sold has a contract. A decision of the 
Korlecker court may not be the director of the synagogue 
anymore who it asked the judge to transfer a document at 
the expense of a synagogue to this day nothing has been 
done.? I don't believe anyone's okay but photography of 
the destruction of a cemetery came from what a journalist 
bunker. You seem to me wearing black glasses who pretty 
much you write in Schneuer Tali it's a community 
newspaper and criminal stuff you're not supposed to 
publish. 
Another bar I want you to know. This public bias you are 
exposed to a lawsuit Another thing the public the Israelites 
are not retarded they know everything and in a few days 
the truth will come out and then we will see what will be 
published in Shinwar Tali.I am publishing a complaint by a 
Pankar journalist. 
Moshe Sogogkar                               Google Translation  

Shaniwar Teli: I have never met Mr. Moses Korlekar. 
My relationship with him is only for Shaniwar-Teli. 
We only forward information we receive from both 
sides, from you Mr. Sogoakar and from Mr. Korlekar. 
Leo Daniels 

 

ב לך ליאור דניאס שבוע טוב ומבורך אני ערב טו
יודע שאתה וקורלקר חברים ילדות)לגוטי דוסט( כל 

מה שנפרסם  על קורלקר אתה מנסה לחפות על 
המעשה של קורלקר ברור שאתה מיתמם כי אתה 

חבר שלו .אני אומר לך בקשר למכתב התנצלות של  
הבחור פאנקר כל המידע  הוא שלך לגורמים 

חר מכן זומן למשטרה הוזהר על ידי הרלוונטיים. לא
משטרה בהודו יותר לא ימסור מידע לאף גורם. 
חיצוני ולא לסמסון דיגולקר אך הוא יכול לכתוב 

סמסומן מסר לו מידע שקרי לעיתונאי עיתונות לא 
מפרסמים בלי לבדוק את העניין. אתה לא רוצה 

 להאמין לאמת. קברים השמידו ? 
זה.? החלטה  של בית שטח בית עלמין נימכר יש חו

המשפט קורלקר לא יכול להיות מנהל בית הכנסת 
יותר מי זה ביקש השופט להעביר מסמך על חשבון 

של בית כנסת עד היום לא נעשה דבר.?אני לא 
מאמין לאף אחד בסדר אבל צילום הרס בית עלמין 

הגיע מה פאנקר עיתונאי. אתה ניראה לי מרכיב 
תב בשניואר  טלי משקפיים שחורות מי די אתה כו

זה עיתון קהילתי דברים קרמינלים אתה לא  אמור 
 לפרסם  .

דבר נוסף אני רוצה שתדע. הטיית  ציבור זה אתה 
חשוף לתביעה משפטית  עוד דבר הציבור קהילה 
בני ישראל לא מפגרים הם יודעים הכול ועוד כמה 
ימים האמת תיצא  לאור ואז  ניראה מה תפרסם 

 פרסם תלונה של עיתונאי פאנקרבשניואר טלי.אני מ
 משה סוגוגקר

 איחוד קהילתי יצוגי ארצי

 :שניוואר טלי

מעולם לא פגשתי את מר משה קורלקר. מערכת 
 .טלי-היחסים שלי איתו היא רק בשביל שניוואר

אנחנו מעבירים רק מידע שאנחנו מקבלים משני 
 .הצדדים, ממך מר סוגוקר וממר קורלקאר

 ליאו דניאלס
 

तुमच्यासाठी गुड इव्हहननांग व्लऑर डॅव्नयास गुड इव्हहननांग आव्ि हवॅ्डश्ड 

वीक मला माव्हत आह ेकी तुम्ही आव्ि कॉरुलकर ह ेबालपिीचे व्मत्र 

आहात (लेगोटी ड्यूसेट) आम्ही कॉलेकरबद्दल जे काही पोस्ट करतो त ेसवव 

तुम्ही कॉलेकरच्या कृत्यावर पाांघरूि घालण्याचा प्रयत्न करता, अर्ावतच 

तमु्ही भोळा आहात कारि तुम्ही त्याच ेव्मत्र आहात. मी तुम्हाला मुलगा 

फां करच्या माफीच्या पत्राबद्दल साांगत आह.े सवव माव्हती सांबांव्ित पक्ाांना 

तुमची आह.े त्यानांतर त्याला पोव्लसाांना बोलावून भारतातील पोव्लसाांनी 

यापुढे कोित्याही पक्ाला माव्हती दिली जािार नाही, असा इशारा 

दिला. बाहरेून आव्ि सॅमसन व्डगुलकर याांना नहह ेतर तो मजकूर सांिेश 

व्लहू शकतो आव्ि त्याला खोटी माव्हती पत्रकाराांना िेऊ शकतो आव्ि 

पत्रकार या प्रकरिात लक् घातल्याव्शवाय पत्रकार प्रव्सद्ध करत नाहीत. 

तुम्हाला सत्यावर व्वश्वास ठेवायचा नाहीये. कबरी नष्ट? 

सत्यावर व्वश्वास ठेविे. कबरी नष्ट?  

व्वकल्या गेलेल्या स्मशानभूमीच्या जागेचा करार असतो. कॉलेकर 

कोटावचा व्निवय किाव्चत आता सभास्र्ानाचा सांचालक नसेल, तर 

न्यायािीशाांना सभास्र्ानाच्या खचावने एक कागिपत्र हस्ताांतररत 

करण्यास साांव्गतले, असे आजवर काहीही झाले नाही.? माझा व्वश्वास 

नाही की कोिीही ठीक आह ेपरांतु स्मशानभूमीच्या व्वनाशाची 

छायाव्चत्रि एका पत्रकाराने बांकरच्या बांकरमिून केली आह.े त ूमला 

काळा चष्मा घातलेला दिसतोस जो त ूश्न्यूअर तालीमध्ये व्लव्हतोस, ह े

एक सामुिाव्यक वतवमानपत्र आह ेआव्ि गुन्हगेारी गोष्टी आहते ज्या तुम्ही 

प्रकाव्शत करू नयेत. 

अजून एक गोष्ट तमु्हाला कळावी अशी माझी इच्छा आह.े हा साववजव्नक 

पूववग्रह तुम्हाला खटल्याच्या सांपकावत आिला गेला आह ेआिखी एक गोष्ट 

जी लोक इस्राएली लोकाांना कमी लेखली जात नाहीत त्याांना सवव काही 

माव्हत आह ेआव्ि काही दिवसाांतच सत्य बाहरे येईल आव्ि मग आपि 

व्शनवार तालीमध्ये काय प्रकाव्शत होईल ते पाहू. मी एका पांकर 

पत्रकाराची तक्रार प्रकाव्शत करत आहे 

मोशे सुगागकर 

राष्ट्रीय प्रव्तव्निी समुिाय सांघ 

Google भाषाांतर  

शव्नवार तलेी :  

मी श्री. मोझेस कोलेकर याांना किीच भेटलो नाही. 

त्याच्याशी माझां नातां फक्त शव्नवार-तेलीपरुतांच आह.े  

आम्ही फक्त िोन्ही बाजूांकडून व्मळालेली माव्हती पुढे 

पाठवतो, श्री. सोगोकर आव्ि श्री. कोलेकर याांच्याकडून. 

व्लओ डॅव्नयल्स  
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It is really surprising. One Mrs. Gupte is 
the Chairman of International 
Organization of Bene-Israel that is Jewish. 
Please confirm what is this comedy show? 
Next Mrs. Mohammad will lead the Jews.  
 
(We know who sent this message to us but 
we don’t want to mention it for every one’s 
benefit.) 
 
Shaniwar Teli:  
We passed on this message to our seniors 
as to, how should we reply it.  
No one of the seniors wanted to make a 
public reply but wanted to reply the writer 
personally. We did not allow that as the 
letter was sent to ST.  
 
Wonder if there are Jews leading a Muslim 
groups or Christians leading a Hindu group. 
World is changing and anything is possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi Shulmith,  
Can you tell the Bene-Israel which are the 
registered NGO for Indians in Israel and 
how much annual donation they get from 
the Jewish Distribution Funds (JDF). How 
do these NGO’s spend this money on our 
people. Who checks them.  
Samuel Killaker  

 
There are two groups who claim that they have 
registered themselves as NGO for benefit of Indian 
people; IJFC and IOBI.  
 
These groups get 2 million NIS each year to do the 
social service they have mentioned the do.  
 
A representative of JDF explained that they are so 
busy distributing money that they have no time to see 
what everyone is doing with it. As per JDF 2M NIS are 
peanuts while they are heavily busy to see how to 
distribute trillions of dollars.  They rather prefer 
organizations that ask for 100 million and more.  
 
What each NGO does with the money is controlled by 
lawyers and income tax offices. As far as an 
authorized chartered account certifies the NGO’s 
accounts, no one really checks them. Normally these 
small NGO will spend 500 NIS and show a bill of 
50,000 NIS (as per some experienced people who are 
in NGO’s operations and come from genuine NGO like 
Diabetes, Blindness and other serious NGO’s )  
 
 

Hi Shulmith,  
First, complements for bringing out dedicated 
issues for only Bene-Israel. If you see other 
issues from the past or present, they will say it 
is a Bene-Israel magazine but it includes all 
information on Baghdadi-Jews.    
 

In the article written by Dr. Reuben Daniel 
from Pune about the financial frauds in our 
community, mainly done by our own 
community members, Dr. Daniel has been 
humble and not listing so many other frauds 
done by our own people cheating their own 
people.  
 

Sales of cemeteries lands in villages. Sale of 
not just the Ashatami synagogue but many 
more. There were 300 villages (as many Kar’s). 
Every village had a synagogue / prayer hall and 
cemetery. Today we can count on fingers what 
is left. What happened to all the others?  
 

Mazgao cemetery and Kelly family is claiming it 
is their own property. The Charikar family who 
is now cleaning the Worli cemetery and has 
taken over the maintenance could be 
beginning of them claiming it is their property. 
Attempt to sell Eli Kadooor school was the 
height of this shameful conduct of our leaders. 
Joshua Joseph  
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From the Editorial’s desk From the Newsletter creator’s Desk 
We regret and are deeply sorry for the hurt suffered by the 
individuals in our earlier issues. In our last issue we stated that Etz 
Haeem Prayer was in Khadak. Etz Haeem Prayer Hall is situated in 
Umerkhadi -Sandhurust Road.  In the coming days we will take 
concrete steps to resolve the various issues and make amends for 
the damage it must have caused. 
 

We would like to wish the trustees and committee members of 
the Beth -El Synagogue Panvel for the 173 years celebrations. 
It was a great pride for the Indian Jewish congregation of Delhi to 
have among their midst the Honorable Defense Minister of Israel. 
 

Our condolences to Erna and the family  on the death of Mr. 
Samuel Daniel of New-York  on 10th May 2022. Ruby Michael 
Daniel sister of Late Sam Daniel from U.S.A aged 100 years died on 
14th June 2022. She was the resident of Bayiti (Old Age Home in 
Panvel). 

 

The Birthright (Taglit) group from India is on a visit of Israel. We 
hope each one of them will carry with them awesome memories 
of the Holy Land. 

We have had wonderful response for the essay in all the 
languages Marathi English & Hebrew.  
 

Our next issue will be after the festivals so we take 
this opportunity to wish all our readers and face 
book friends very happy festivals.  
 
Shulmith Charikar  

 

 

Many things keep happening in our community and we are happy 
that Bene-Israel community shares with us these activities to be 
posted on Shaniwar Teli face book page. If you are not our friend 
please become our friend at Shaniwar-Teli at:  

https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1 
 

Sion Charikar’s family have done a unique service to the Bene-
Israel community by beautifying the Worli cemetery that everyone 
of us felt had no hope. Words are not enough to express our 
gratitude to the Charikar family.  
 
First Bene-Israel community center will be opened in Israel in 
Ramle. First time a carrom board playing competition was held in 
Israel. Bene-Israel community is very closely working with Indian 
Embassy and their Community Center is offered for many joint 
activities that have together. They have also jointly started a 
weekly yoga training center in Ashdod that is well attended.  
 

We have very good response for the essay competition. It has 
been decided that Judges will receives the essays with out the 
name of the writer so that there is fair process.  
 
 

 

Elijah (Leo) Daniels  

 

https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1
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The contribution of Indian (Bene-Israel) Jews to Israel 
Nissim Moses - Historian and genealogist of the Bene Israel community of India 

The contribution of Indian Jews to Israel - The Jerusalem Post (jpost.com) 
 

 

Little do the people of Israel and world Jewry know that the Jews of India, known as Bene Israel, were actively involved with fructifying 
their dream of a return to Zion way back from about 1830. 
 

The Bene Israel played an important role in the creation and development of modern Israel from before the establishment of the state 
in 1948. They participated in activities in support of Jews suffering during the pogroms in Czarist Russia. They were also the first to 
revive the teaching of spoken Hebrew as a second language at the matriculation and collegiate level in India, way before Eliezer Ben-
Yehuda, who started in only 1880. 
 

Bene Israel community members visited Jerusalem and Israel from the late 1800s and early 1900s. They donated money toward 
building a well and plaque at Rachel’s Tomb and they served in Indian contingents during World War I in Palestine. 

 

Kamarlekar Family 
(1902)  

 

Bene-Israel sent money 
in 1850 for building 
Rachel’s Tomb 

 

 

 

After World War II, Lt. Ellis Ashton of the 3rd Maratha Light Infantry Regiment became a prominent fighter in the Hagana and given the 
code-name “Hodi” (meaning Indian in Hebrew). He smuggled in Polish Jewish refugees to Israel through Iraq, issuing them false 

https://www.jpost.com/jerusalem-report/the-contribution-of-indian-jews-to-israel-637429
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documents and raiding British arms and weapons depots. He made the “ultimate sacrifice” and was killed in action when he was 
betrayed by a spy in the Hagana to the British, and was posthumously honored with a medal for gallantry and service to the State of 
Israel. His story is one of many other unpublicized stories of assistance given in the past to Israel by Indian Jews. Two brothers, Col. 
Gabriel Ashton and Maj. Jacky Ashton, rose to senior positions in the IDF just after Israel’s independence 
 
Today, more than seven senior well-known retired officers of the Indian Armed Forces who were from various Indian Jewish 
communities live in Israel. In addition, some 135 Indian Jewish youth made the ultimate sacrifice in the defense of Israel. Many Bene 
Israel have risen to senior ranks in the Israeli army and other fields in spite of rampant discrimination. In India, the Bene Israel 
community and people – because of their tact and pleasantness – lived unharmed among all communities in total harmony with their 
neighbors as Jews and rose to the highest rank in India in every field – never being harmed or persecuted by anti-Semites. 
 

Indian Jewish communities have produced distinguished person in every field. Our doctors, teachers, engineers, architects, lawyers and 
military officers were the leading personnel in their fields. 
In the early part of the 20th century, many Bene Israel became active in the new film industry, as actors, producers and directors. After 
Israel was established, most Bene Israel moved to the Jewish state. Today there are an estimated 5,000 members of Bene Israel left in 
India, while the community in Israel numbers more than 60,000. 
 

They were the only community that returned to Israel of their own free will, and not because of a need for survival. 
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Richard Branson - 
Wikipedia 
 
estimated net worth 
of $5.6 billion as of  
April 2016 

 

Why footwear is forbidden in holy placed? 

 

 

 

"Footwear is 
strictly 

prohibited" 
 

Respect and Hygiene, while entering any Hindu holy places in India is a must. Removing foot wear 
before entering any temple is a Hindu tradition followed perhaps since the Temples were invented. 
We Bene-Israel also adapted this virtue and never entered the synagogues with footwear on. With 
time most of the synagogues changed this habit but not Beth-El synagogue in Panvel. You have to 
remove your footwear before you step into the synagogue. The picture on right is from 12th June 
2022 when the synagogue celebrated its 173rd anniversary where you see the visitors bare feet.  
It is also a tradition not to enter Hindu home with any footwear. Some more open minded families 
allow the footwear at home but strictly not in the kitchen. Muslim mosques too in India follow this 
tradition.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Branson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Branson
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Why did Missionaries failed to convert Shaniwar-Teli  
to Christianity in the 19th century 

India's Bene 
Israel Jews | My 
Jewish Learning 

 

The Reverend John Wilson of the Church of Scotland arrived in India in 1829 and worked with the Indians of Bombay 
and Kolaba District until his death in 1875 (25 Years). His Missionaries converted mass Hindu & Muslim population in to 
Christianity but they could not convert a single Shaniwar Teli. He wrote at the end of 25 years:   

“… the labours of the Bombay Missions have not yet been blessed to the conversion of any of their number.” 
 

The secret is that it was the work of Wilson himself that went against his missionaries aims. 
He introduced Hebrew to the Shaniwar-Teli / Bene-Israel! 

 

 

India’s Bene Israel are unique among Diaspora communities because it was a Christian missionary who created — albeit unintentionally — a firm basis for the 
Bene Israel community’s entry into mainstream Jewry. 
 

The British did not allow missionaries into British territories in India until 1813, but soon thereafter European and American Christian missions were 
established with headquarters in Bombay. The Reverend John Wilson of the Church of Scotland (later of the Free Church of Scotland) arrived in India in 1829 
and worked with the Indians of Bombay and Kolaba District until his death in 1875. He was a scholar, an erudite writer, and one of the founders of Bombay 
University (1857). 
 

Wilson introduced Hebrew as a subject for matriculation and for higher education. He saw in the Bene Israel the biblical “remnant of Israel.” It was Wilson 
who wrote, in 1838, the first serious account of the Bene Israel and their customs. Already in 1832, he wrote and published in Bombay The Rudiments of 
Hebrew Grammar in Marathi, “intended for the benefit of the Native Israelites.” 
 

Using Wilson’s book of Hebrew-Marathi grammar as a first step, some pupils became very proficient in Hebrew. In due course, they themselves became 
teachers of Hebrew, not only in Wilson’s schools but also at the college and university level. These Bene Israel scholars published Marathi translations of 
classic Hebrew texts, Jewish prayer books, rabbinical commentaries, and sermons. Each Hebrew text was accompanied by a parallel translation into Marathi, 
for the first time giving the Bene Israel access to a wide range of Jewish texts. 
 

In addition, Bene Israel studied the English language and secular subjects in Wilson’s schools, which opened up a whole new world of knowledge. Most 
important, their literacy in Hebrew and in English enabled them to communicate and maintain contact with mainstream Jewry. 
 

It is remarkable that during a century of concentrated efforts to convert Bene Israel to Christianity, the various missions met with almost no success at all. In 
1854, after Rev. Wilson had been in India for 25 years, he wrote “… the labours of the Bombay Missions have not yet been blessed to the conversion of any of 
their number.” 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/
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Common thing between the two is that they both love their countries 
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Bible Wisdom: The King and Palkar 
 

Palkar worked in kingdom of King David. King David asked him one day, Palkar, are you 
happy. Palkar replied, yes I am happy but my wife is always worried. That makes me sad. 
She thinks we don’t have money and so we cannot be happy.  
 

King David looked at Palkar and said, that is very simple, come to me tomorrow and I will 
give you a sack of 100 gold coins. Then you will be rich and your wife will be always happy.  

 
 

Next day King asked Palker, what his wife said. Was she happy? Palkar replied that she was 
first very happy but then she wondered why you not gave the gold coins on the same day 
and why next day. May be when you go to the King he may have changed his mind. So now 
she is worried what will happen today.  

 
 

King David laughed and ask his treasurer to give Palkar a bag of 100 coins.  Palkar took the 
bag and thanked the King. He then went home and gave the bag to his wife. The wife was 
very happy until she counted the coins. There were on 99 coins!  

 

Next morning when King David asked Palkar if his wife was happy now. Palker replied, no 
king as there were only 99 gold coins in the bag. One coin was missing. So she was very sad. 

 
 

King David laughed and said; Palkar, instead of being happy that she has gained 99 gold 
coins she was worried about one missing coin. Happiness is in your attitude and not in your 
wealth.  
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Saddest Day in Jewish Calendar 
 

What is Tisha B'Av (9 Av)? 

Tisha B’Av, the 9th day of the month of Av is the saddest day on the 

Jewish calendar, on which we fast, deprive ourselves and pray. It is 
the culmination of the Three Weeks, a period of time during which we 

mark the destruction of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. 
 

How 9 Av Is Observed? 
Jews fast. The fast begins at sunset of the 8th of 
Av and concludes at nightfall the following night 
(delayed by one day when 9 Av is on Shabbat 

What happened on Tisha B'Av (9 Av)? 

1. 1313 BCE: The spies returned from the Promised Land with frightening 

reports that they would wander in the desert for 40 year.  

2. Both Holy Temples in Jerusalem were destroyed on this date. The First 

Temple was burned by the Babylonians in 423 BCE and the Second 

Temple fell to the Romans in 70 CE unleashing a period of suffering from 

which our nation has never fully recovered. 

3. The Bar Kochba revolt against the Romans in 133 CE ended in defeat: 

The Jews of Betar were butchered on the 9th of Av and the Temple Mount 

was plowed one year later on the same date.. 

4. Later on in our history, many more tragedies happened on this day, 

including the 1290 expulsion of England’s Jews and the 

1492 banishment of all Jews from Spain.  

 

How do Bene-Israel Jews observe 9 AV?  
 
For reasons not so clear Bene-Israel observe 9 AV fast 
as all other Jews, but they end the fast eating Val cha 
Birda (sprouted val).  

  
 
Only explanation that our research team could find last 
year was that when the ships sank in 175 BCE, the 
surviving Jews could only find Val to eat to survive or 
the locals served them sprouted val.  If anyone knows 
of any other reason, please share with us.  

  

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4246466/jewish/Jerusalem.htm
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Kedushah 
meaning 
Holiness 
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Shalom Inn, in Alibaug...run by Bene-Israel family. 
Wbwo Daniels - Shalom Inn, in Alibaug...run by Bene-Israel family.... | Facebook 

https://www.makemytrip.com/hotels/shalom_inn-details-alibaug.html 
 

 

  
 

 

Guests can get a wholesome experience with their family at Shalom Inn, which is in close proximity to the beaches.  
 Stay comfortably in affordable yet luxurious accommodations with all modern amenities.  
 Experience a comfortable stay as the property features lush green lawns available for morning/evening snacks. 
 Spend a fun-filled day exploring famous tourist attractions like the Alibaug Beach and Kulaba Fort, located within 2 km. 

Abraham is all set to welcome you. He has been hosting since 2019.  
Abraham  

 

https://m.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1/posts/pcb.509434793928631/?photo_id=509434710595306&mds=%2Fphotos%2Fviewer%2F%3Fphotoset_token%3Dpcb.509434793928631%26photo%3D509434710595306%26profileid%3D100045863439716%26source%3D48%26refid%3D52%26__tn__%3DEH-R%26cached_data%3Dfalse%26ftid%3D&mdp=1&mdf=1
https://m.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.makemytrip.com%2Fhotels%2Fshalom_inn-details-alibaug.html&h=AT0LXGTg44HGwCLZ8sCWY5G9cHQfqFmBsUR3KzRql3EKWy1w9BgBwsVyYnxRnQmA1zHw6YEEoCEEzTPqths1r4V2gQeDD3M5HkheheDFp-UjkVPVKnIr3_0l0NNaFgWR0rY3&s=1
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Courtesy Sam & Erna Daniel from New Jersey 

Mordechai Wolff Haffkine 
The Forgotten Jew Who Developed the Cholera and Bubonic Plague 
Vaccines - aish.com  

When Our Bene-Israel immigrants 
returned to India in 1952 

Courtesy: Noah Massil   
 

Mordechai Wolff Haffkine, a Ukrainian Jew is credited with the development 
and use of vaccines against cholera and bubonic plague. 

He was barred from a 
professorship because he 
refused to convert to the 
Russian Orthodox Church, 
and the fact that he had 
always been openly proud 
of his Judaism.  

Determined to prove the efficacy of his vaccine, he decided that the best 
place to do so was in India, where hundreds of thousands of people were 
dying from cholera. 
 

Working almost entirely by himself, he succeeded in developing a vaccine for 
the bubonic plague that was ready for testing only three months later. He 
first tested it on himself. 
 

He established the Haffkine Foundation to foster Jewish education in Eastern 
Europe with a focus on reaching “enlightened” secular Jews, which still exists 
and still supports various religious institutions. 
 

In 1925, the Indian government renamed his Parel lab as “The Haffkine 
Institute,” which today serves as a respected teaching institution in the field 
of biological sciences, undertakes specialized testing for pharmaceutical and 
other health-related products, and is a leader in offering basic and applied 
biomedical science services. 

This month of April 2022, 70 years again 1952 the Bene-Israel immigrants 

to Israel returned to India due to the discrimination from the main rabbi of 

Israel.  
 

After they protested with hunger strike, visited the Prime Minister of Israel 

and members of the Knesset with no use, they finally appealed to the 

Prime Minister of India Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru for help.  
 

Mr. Nehru responded to their request and made sure they returned all 120 

of them to India by sending Air India flight to take them back to their 

mother land.  

 
 

https://aish.com/the-forgotten-jew-who-developed-the-cholera-and-bubonic-plague-vaccines/
https://aish.com/the-forgotten-jew-who-developed-the-cholera-and-bubonic-plague-vaccines/
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When two Bene-Israel leaders met! 
Recently Nissim Moses met with the young Bene-Israel leader Moshe Soagokar who heads the National 
Community Union for Indian Jews in Israel (איחוד קהילתי יצוגי ארצי). Nissim as a Historian and genealogist 
of the Bene Israel community of India, is perhaps the oldest leader and is a managing member of almost 
all the Bene-Israel groups in Israel.  
 

Moshe is keen to take up different matters that are open in India like situations of cemeteries, 
synagogues and other related matters. Nissim is not in favors of interfering with the matters in India. He 
feels that there still is an able community of Bene-Israel in Indian to handle their own matters.   
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Why do the Jews of India call Passover 

‘The holiday of the covered clay pot with the sour liquid’? 

Shulie Madnick 

Image by Yawar Nazir/Getty Images         Fpllow the link:   What do the Jews of India call Passover? – The Forward                                          March 25, 2021 

 

The Bene Israel, India’s largest Jewish community, doesn’t call Passover Passover. The 
word in their language, Marathi, is “Anashi Dhakaicha San,” which means “The Holiday 
of the Closing of the Anas.” 

San is the word for holiday, and anas refers to a sour liquid in a pot. 

It makes sense that the Marathi word for Yom Kippur is “Darfalnicha San, or “The 
Holiday of the Closing Doors,” since Bene Israel fast in their homes behind shut doors — 
the first Bene Israeli synagogue wasn’t built in Mumbai until 1796. 

But the mystery behind The Holiday of the Closing of the Sour Liquid in a Pot takes a bit 
more explanation. 

The first mention of Anashi Dhakaicha San appears in “The History of the Bene Israel of 
India,” a book in English by the renowned Bene Israeli community leader and historian 
Haeem Samuel Kehimkar, who lived from 1830 - 1909. This first historical manuscript 
about the Indian Jewish community living in Mumbai and its surrounding villages on the 
Konkan coast was written in the nineteenth century. It was kept hidden in the family’s 
possession for 40 years after Kehimkar’s death. The manuscript was given to Dr. 
Immanuel Olswangner, a researcher of the Indian Jewish communities, and was 
published in 1937 in Tel Aviv. 

Notes from Shaniwar Teli Team 
“Anashi Dhakaicha San,” 
The Marathi experts could not find the 
word Anashi. They thin they mean 
Ana (wheat and other grains) 

अन्न िाकाने चा  सि as during 

regular food is covered and not used 
during Passover.  
 

“Darfalnicha San”  
As on Yom Kippur one is expected to 
remain in the synagogue the whole 
day or at home; you should not use 
the door to leave the place. So it 
should be;  

िर फाळिी चा सि 

ओलाांडिां चा सि is another name 

for Yom Kippur as curse bypassed the 
Jewish homes.  

 

https://forward.com/author/shulie-madnick/
https://forward.com/artist/yawar-nazir-getty-images/
https://forward.com/news/466618/why-do-the-jews-of-india-call-passover-the-holiday-of-the-covered-clay-pot/
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In “The History of the Bene Israel of India,” Kehimkar writes, “From the 14th of Nissan they observed for eight days a holiday 
called Anasi Dhakacha San i.e. ‘the holiday of the closing of the A n a s (an earthen chatty, containing sour liquid used as a 
sauce). They abstained from using the sour liquid, as well as any leaven, during the period of the feast. On the 23rd of the month 
they uncovered the chatty, and used leaven as before.” 

Earthen chatty is a clay pot. That is how Dr. Olswangner referred to Passover as “The Holiday of the Covered Pot” in “Travel 
Impressions,” his India travel diary notes published in 1936 in Hebrew by now-defunct Israeli publication Davar. 

The Bene Israel remove all wheat and leaven from their homes, and similar to other Jewish communities, consume rice, 
legumes, and beans on Passover. “Biblical Rituals and Passover Traditions of the Bene Israel, India’s Largest Jewish 
Community,” published in Haaretz newspaper in 2016, explores further the community’s over 2000-year history in India and its 
unique Passover traditions. 

By some accounts, the sour liquid, or the leaven, or both in the clay pot were then buried underground or nestled in coves in a 
mud wall outdoors. 

Perhaps it was a pickle or a natural yeast starter in the pot? Or a toddy used in making alcohol and sandan, an idli-like slightly 
sweetened, fermented, and steamed semolina, or a rice cake with coconut milk. 

In an email exchange Rabbi Romiel Daniel, a Bene Israeli, and the Rabbi at Rego Park Jewish Center, an Ashkenazi 
Conservative synagogue in Queens, NY, he stated that it was “a special clay pot for containing a sour liquid, a kind of yoghurt 
culture.” Noreen, the Rabbi’s wife, relayed that the pot with the yogurt culture was tied and suspended from the ceiling on the 
porch. 
 

Yogurt was avoided by the Jewish communities across the globe due to fermentation until Kosher for Passover became 
available. In an article “Don’t pass over a Persian Passover,” published in The Jerusalem Post in 2019, Jacqueline Super writes: 
“Persian Jews mark the end of Passover, known as Shab-e Sal, with a meal composed of dairy products featuring a variety of 
yogurt and herb dishes.” 

Suppose the Bene Israelis had a similar tradition? Each family possibly kept any leaven they had in their homes in the clay pots. 
The yogurt culture was surely long expired at the end of the Passover. Its removal into the pot, in the first place, might have been 

https://www.haaretz.com/food/MAGAZINE-discovering-the-passover-traditions-of-india-s-largest-jewish-community-1.5436251.
https://www.haaretz.com/food/MAGAZINE-discovering-the-passover-traditions-of-india-s-largest-jewish-community-1.5436251.
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a symbolic hametz removal ritual. 

However, Kehimkar specifically wrote that it was a sour liquid used as a sauce. 

The one sauce or sour condiment Indians use with many foods is a tamarind chutney. It is usually thinned out with water to 
extract its essence. 

Another souring agent typical in the Konkani coastal cuisine in the villages south of Mumbai is kokum, similar to mangosteen, 
usually used in fish curries. A Konkani Hindu woman shared on Instagram that her mom combined kokum with sugar for sweet 
and sour syrup. It was “canned” in a clay pot or a glass jar for a month and used in sherbet and kept in the kitchen, out of the 
direct sun. It’s the Indian kombucha. 

A sweet, salty, and sour tamarind soda is also an extremely popular refreshing beverage in the Konkan region, where seven 
Bene Israeli men and seven women first washed ashore after fleeing persecution in the Galilee just before the miracle of 
Chanukah. 

Some scholarly works written in the 19th century, yet to be translated from the Marathi, might shed more light on this nearly 
extinct and, for the most part, forgotten tradition of the covered pot. Revisiting the small remaining Bene Israel community 
members in the villages south of Mumbai might also take the guesswork out if any are still practicing this ritual. 

So what’s in the clay pot at the center of the Marathi word for Passover, sour chutney or yoghurt? Just when this anthropological 
detective work has hit a wall, I found a reference to the sour liquid in Shirley Berry Isenberg’s “India’s Bene Israel; A 
Comprehensive Inquiry and Sourcebook,” published in 1989. 

In it, she wrote: “A special clay pot for containing a sour liquid a kind of yoghurt culture. The Bene Israel abstained from using 
this substance, as well as from using all other forms of leaven, during the eight days of this holiday. 

The power of deduction pointed to the tamarind sauce, but the passage in Shirley Berry Isenbeg’s book supported Rabbi 
Daniel’s yogurt culture account. Mystery solved. 

You can find the author on Instagram at @foodwanderings. 
 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CM0M3k2B2WD/?igshid=849khtsw1xm2
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20th Century Bene-Israel and why did they leave behind for Israel? 

India's Bene Israel Jews | My Jewish Learning 

 

Over the course of the 19th century, Bene Israel were confronted for the first time with the simultaneous 
influences of Jewish orthodoxy, secular education, and Western ideas. The choices they made then–and 
continued to make in the 20th century–depended upon such variables as proximity to other Jews and to a 
synagogue, finances, and degree of actual contact and familiarity with various expressions of Jewish observance. 
 
In the 20th century, the Bene Israel Conference (1917-37) and the All India Israelite League (1918-25) became foci 
of Bene Israel communal development. Both organizations deliberated upon social, religious, educational, and 
economic matters affecting the community. 
 
At the end of the 1940s, with India’s total population at 350 million, the Bene Israel population in India peaked at 
an estimated 24,000 to 25,000. 

 

 

At the end of the 1940s, with India’s total population at 350 million, the Bene Israel population in India peaked at an estimated 24,000 to 25,000. 
 

After 1948, many members of the community began emigrating, mainly from the cities, to the new State of Israel. They were motivated by a combination of 
three equally compelling factors: a sense of Jewish identity, Zionist idealism, and concern over Bene Israel economic prospects in the newly-independent 
India. 
 

A minority of Bene Israel emigrated to England, the United States, Canada, or Australia. Large-scale emigration from the Villages did not occur until the early 
1970s. Since then, the total number of Bene Israel remaining in India–almost all in urban centers–remains fairly stable at around 5,000. 
 

In Israel, the Bene Israel population (i.e., persons with at least one Bene Israel parent) was estimated as of 1994 at 40,000, almost all of whom have settled in 
cities or in development towns. 
 

When members of the community first arrived in Israel, very little was known about the history or cultural background of the Bene Israel, which exacerbated 
their problems of absorption. Although the years that followed their immigration were therefore made unnecessarily difficult, the community’s situation has 
greatly improved. 
 

The Bene Israel in Israel have established several social and cultural organizations, which serve as foci of community identity. At times these organizations 
present information about the Bene Israel to Israeli society at large. Mainly, however, they help both the young and the older members of the community 
maintain a link with their heritage and with India, the country that provided a friendly home for generations of Bene Israel. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/
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The Genetics of Bene Israel from India Reveals Both Substantial Jewish 
and Indian Ancestry 

 

Abstract : The Bene Israel Jewish community from West India is a unique 
population whose history before the 18th century remains largely unknown. 
Bene Israel members consider themselves as descendants of Jews, yet the 
identity of Jewish ancestors and their arrival time to India are unknown, with 
speculations on arrival time varying between the 8th century BCE and the 6th 
century CE. Here, we characterize the genetic history of Bene Israel by 
collecting and genotyping 18 Bene Israel individuals. Combining with 486 
individuals from 41 other Jewish, Indian and Pakistani populations, and 
additional individuals from worldwide populations, we conducted 
comprehensive genome-wide analyses based on FST, principal component 
analysis, ADMIXTURE, identity-by-descent sharing, admixture linkage 
disequilibrium decay, haplotype sharing and allele sharing autocorrelation 
decay, as well as contrasted patterns between the X chromosome and the 
autosomes. The genetics of Bene Israel individuals resemble local Indian 
populations, while at the same time constituting a clearly separated and 
unique population in India. They are unique among Indian and Pakistani 
populations we analyzed in sharing considerable genetic ancestry with other 
Jewish populations. Putting together the results from all analyses point to 
Bene Israel being an admixed population with both Jewish and Indian 
ancestry, with the genetic contribution of each of these ancestral populations 
being substantial. The admixture took place in the last millennium, about 19-
33 generations ago. It involved Middle-Eastern Jews and was sex-biased, with 
more male Jewish and local female contribution. It was followed by a 
population bottleneck and high endogamy, which can lead to increased 
prevalence of recessive diseases in this population. This study provides an 
example of how genetic analysis advances our knowledge of human history in 
cases where other disciplines lack the relevant data to do so 

Principal Component Analysis of Jewish, Indian and worldwide 
populations. 
Each panel presents the top two principal components for a set of 
populations that include Bene Israel together with: (A) Jewish, Indian, 
Pakistani, Middle Eastern and four worldwide HapMap populations (CEU, 
CHB, JPT and YRI); (B) Jewish, Middle-Eastern, Pakistani and Indian 
populations; (C) Indian and Pakistani populations; (D) Jewish, Middle-
Eastern and Pakistani populations. Abbreviations of Jewish populations: 
Bene Israel (Bene), Algerian Jews (ALGJ), Ashkenazi Jews (ASHJ), Djerban 
Jews (DJEJ), Georgian Jews (GEOJ), Greek Jews (GRKJ), Iranian Jews 
(IRNJ), Iraqi Jews (IRQJ), Italian Jews (ITAJ), Libyan Jews (LIBJ), Moroccan 
Jews (MORJ), Syrian Jews (SYRJ), Tunisian Jews (TUNJ), Yemenite Jews 
(YMNJ). 

 

To understand the date completely 
please read the original article and its 
graphs at:  
 
The Genetics of Bene Israel from India 
Reveals Both Substantial Jewish and 
Indian Ancestry - PubMed (nih.gov) 

 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27010569/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27010569/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27010569/
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Is our DNA our Soul? 
 

This is new information that DNA comes with its pre -
impressions from our ancestors. These impressions change 
from one life to another.  
 

I also saw a short movie that proves in mouse fear trauma 
attack that a DNA has suffered in previous lives, it affects the 
DNA that is transferred to make the new born mice.   
 

So it is really possible that our 50% happiness level is pre-set 
through our previous modifications in DNA.  
 

That is why I think our DNA is our Soul. There is nothing like 
soul. No proof of soul. But DNA has a proof. 

 
 

Kosher Cannabises Cake sold in Amsterdam 

In most of the shops in Amsterdam, you find cannabis energy drinks, cannabis cakes, 
cookies, lollipops. They don’t contain any THC or CBD and you won’t get high by consuming 
them. They are just a form of souvenir or a tourist trap for less informed people. 
This is a bit weird but Marijuana is illegal in the Netherlands, however, the government has 
decided a couple of decades ago to instruct the police to not follow up on this law as 
marijuana is not addictive and not that dangerous. 
 

As a result space cake and basic marijuana is allowed, in small amounts for personal use. 
For larger amounts (like in a coffee-shop), you need to have a permit to sell.  Besides this, 
low THC products like marijuana-lolly pops are available at pretty much every tourist shop 
in Amsterdam.  
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"कढीपत्ता मोफत काां?" 
 

त्यानांतरचा व्हहव्डओ मी सहज उघडून बव्घतला, तर व्तर्े वेगवेगळ्या 

प्रकारच्या भाज्या व्वकत घेिारा एक मािूस, अखेरीला भाजी 

व्वके्रत्याला व्हशोब व्वचारतो आव्ि त्यामध्ये शेवटची गोष्ट कढीपत्ता 

अशी असते की, व्जर्े तो ककां मत लावत नाही. उलट कढीपत्ता फुकट िते 

असतो. तेहहा प्रश्न असा की, कढीपत्ता सगळेच भाजीवाले वषावनुवषव 

फुकट काां ितेात? 

 
हा प्रश्न व्वचारल्यावर तो भाजी व्वके्रता एक छानशी जनुी गोष्ट साांगतो 

आव्ि त्यातून कढीपत्ता ही पाववतीमातेने लाखो वषावपूवी मानवतेला 

दिलेली 

ििेगी आह.े म्हिूनच, ही कढीपत्त्यासारखी अत्यांत उपयोगी आव्ि 

अनेक रोगाांवर उपाय असलेली चीज, सगळ्याांना िवेाची परमेश्वराची- 

पाववती मातेची ििेगी असे समजून कोिीही भाजी व्वके्रता सहसा 

कढीपत्त्याची काहीही ककां मत लावत नाही, उलट खुल्या दिलाने तो 

फुकट ितेो. आपिही नेहमी आतापयतं ते फुकटच घेत आलो आहोत. 

व्हहव्डओतून ही नवीन माव्हती आली. 

 
 

कढीपत्ता हा पूवावपार पुरािापासून आपल्यापयंत 

आलेला असा औषिी वस्तूचा ठेवा आह ेआव्ि 

सहाव्जकच मािुसकी आव्ि समाजाला मित वृत्तीतून 

भाजीव्वके्रते कढीपत्ता फुकट ितेात, त्याचे रहस्य कळले, 

जे किीही आत्तापयंत माहीत नहहते. तर अशी गम्मत 

सोशल व्मव्डयाची आह ेकी तुम्हाला काहीतरी नवीन 

जािीव, नवीन माव्हती त्यामिून व्मळते. 

 



29 
Shaniwar Teli Volume 10  1 June, 2022  

 पुस्तक : श्रद्धा 

लेखक : एफ्राइम एन.एस. 

ष्रेष्ठ कौन! 
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Passover & कल्हईवाला |Pot coating of metallic utensils in India  

कल्हई 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnMI7_2cs3g 

 

 

Tincoating (kalhai in marathi कल्हई 

) of copper and brass vessels and 

plates is now current in many parts 
of India. food placed in them. This 
action is lessened, if not prevented, 
by the tin coating applied to the 
vessels. Persons who have made 
tin-coating a profession are called 
'Kalhaiwallas' 

 
 

 

 

Every Passover our Grand Mother Rebecca Ezekiel Daniels Walwatkar would get all the utensils, first cleaned and then get it coated 
with shining new metal coating and then dip each one of them in hot water for getting them ready to be used for Passover. We 
remember standing around the Kalhaiwallas who use to dig a small hole in the ground so that its air blowing nozzle is below the fire 
and then they would heat the pots and apply tin, that would melt due to high temperature and then they would spread the molten tin 
all around pot with a folded cloth …and the magic was done… the inside of the pot became shining like new.    
 

What Does the Jewish Saddest day teach us? 
Tisha B’av teaches us to pause and mourn and appreciate what we no longer have—so long as we don’t stop at self-pity. 
While these episodes of Jewish history are indeed tragic, our collective Jewish memory must be more expansive. As the 
sages of the Talmud (a collection of rabbinic commentaries) stated, “On the day the Temple was destroyed, the Messiah 
was born.” That is: Out of the flames of tragedy and loss come the sparks of redemption and change. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnMI7_2cs3g
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Panvel Cemetery-A letter of Apology 7 April. 2022 
 

 

 
 

 

 

After a letter of apology (image 
on left) was provided, still a new 
complain was launched in 
Mumbai by Lawyer Herzel 
Simon (see image below).  
 
We were informed of this by 
Mr. Moshe Sogaokar the head 
of National Community Union 
for Indian Jews in Israel.  
 
We have asked Lawyer Simon 
the details of this case but so far 
we are waiting for his reply.  
 

28.6.22 
Today we have received 
following message from 
Advocate Herzel Simon 
 

“Due to unavailability of time 
could not prepare the report. 
Will do it for the next issue” 
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Have you ever read the Sharia law? These laws seems made by men for men! 
SHARIA LAW — LIST OF KEY RULES — What Is Sharia Law? (billionbibles.org) 

 

• Theft is punishable by amputation of the hands (Quran 5:38). 
• Criticizing or denying any part of the Quran is punishable by 
death. 
• Criticizing Muhammad or denying that he is a prophet is 
punishable by death. 
• Criticizing or denying Allah is punishable by death (see Allah 
moon god). 
• A Muslim who becomes a non-Muslim is punishable by death 
(See Compulsion). 
• A non-Muslim who leads a Muslim away from Islam is 
punishable by death. 
• A non-Muslim man who marries a Muslim woman is 
punishable by death. 
• A woman or girl who has been raped cannot testify in court 
against her rapist(s). 
• Testimonies of 4 male witnesses are required to prove rape of 
a female (Quran 24:13). 
• A woman or girl who alleges rape without producing 4 male 
witnesses is guilty of adultery. 
• A woman or girl found guilty of adultery is punishable by 
death (see "Islamophobia"). 
• A male convicted of rape can have his conviction dismissed 
by marrying his victim. 
• Girls' clitoris should be cut (Muhammad's words, Book 41, 
Kitab Al-Adab, Hadith 5251). 
• A man can beat his wife for insubordination (see Quran 
4:34 and Religion of Peace). 
 

• A man can unilaterally divorce his wife; a wife needs her 
husband's consent to divorce. 
• Muslim men have sexual rights to any woman/girl not wearing 
the Hijab (see Taharrush). 
• A woman can have 1 husband, who can have up to 4 
wives; Muhammad can have more. 
• A man can marry an infant girl and consummate the marriage 
when she is 9 years old. 
• Girls' clitoris should be cut (Muhammad's words, Book 41, 
Kitab Al-Adab, Hadith 5251). 
• A man can beat his wife for insubordination (see Quran 
4:34 and Religion of Peace). 
• A man can unilaterally divorce his wife; a wife needs her 
husband's consent to divorce. 
• A divorced wife loses custody of all children over 6 years of 
age or when they exceed it. 
• A woman's testimony in court, allowed in property cases, 
carries ½ the weight of a man's. 
• A female heir inherits half of what a male heir inherits 
(see Mathematics in Quran). 
• A woman cannot speak alone to a man who is not her 
husband or relative. 
• Meat to eat must come from animals that have been 
sacrificed to Allah - i.e., be "Halal." 
• Muslims should engage in Taqiyya and lie to non-Muslims to 
advance Islam. 

https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/sharia-law.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/quran-5-38.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/errors-in-quran.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/jesus-vs-muhammad.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/allah-moon-god.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/allah-moon-god.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/no-compulsion-in-religion.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/quran-24-13.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/islamophobia.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/muhammad-false-prophet.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/quran-4-34.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/quran-4-34.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/religion-of-peace.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/hijab-niqab-burka.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/taharrush.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/muhammads-wives.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/jesus-vs-muhammad.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/muhammad-false-prophet.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/quran-4-34.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/quran-4-34.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/religion-of-peace.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/mathematics-in-quran.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/halal-meat-slaughter.html
https://www.billionbibles.org/sharia/taqiyya.html
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How Did Shaniwar-Teli / Bene-Israel Jewish Education Operate in 1800’s 

India's Bene Israel Jews | My Jewish Learning 
 

Kazis: (Kazi Baba) 
The Bene Israel have always been the largest of the three Jewish communities in India. (The other two are 

Cochin and Baghdadi.) In 1838, for example, the total Bene Israel population of India was estimated at 8,000, far 

more than the combined numbers of Baghdadi and Cochin Jews. For generations they lived as a distinct 

endogamous group in rural villages, some of them in remote areas, throughout the Kolaba District of Maharashtra 

State. Traditionally, the Bene Israel worked in sesame-oil pressing; they also farmed their land, peddled produce, 

and worked as skilled carpenters. 

 

 
 

Because the Bene Israel families were scattered among many villages, community life in Kolaba District was extremely limited, and 
group prayer and Jewish rituals took place in the home. The community’s religious observance was based on biblical Judaism: they 
celebrated Jewish holidays related to the Bible; the Sabbath was strictly observed; all male children were circumcised eight days after 
birth; and the first Hebrew verse of the Shema was recited on all occasions for prayer. 
Initially, the Bene Israel had no Torah scrolls, prayer books, or synagogues, nor were they familiar with rabbinic Judaism or the details 
of halakhah. They were guided by three Bene Israel religious leaders called kazis, who traveled from village to village in order to 
officiate at all rites of passage. 
 

 
on Saturdays as Jews don’t work on Shabbat.   

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/
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Our always wonderful Bene-Israel Ladies 

Mrs. Seema Jhirad Felicitated 
Rahel Bhonkar   

 

 

Mrs. Seema Jhirad was blessed by "Rashmi Joshi", the environmental 
woman in the Maharashtra region, on Sunday, May 29th, 2022. This 
ceremony was organized by Mumbai women welfare forum at "Yishvant 
Natia Garva Dadar Matonga". Mrs.  Seema Jhirad was felicitated by 
Rashmi Joshi Environmentalist Maharashtra Rajya on Sunday, 29th May 
2022. 
 

Our representative Rachel contacted Seema on our behalf and Seema 
was kind enough to write a few words about herself which we are 
presenting on next page. We have no way to get matter typed in 
Marathi so we are presenting the original hand written matter.  
Please join us in congratulate Seema, a dedicated social worker for years 
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What Mr. Elijah Jacob has to say about Seema Jhirad:  
She works as a Honorary Social Worker for ‘Natik Shikshan Yojana’ in Sanskruti Samvardhan 
Pratishthan and teaches them Ramayana, Mahabharata & the Great Leaders of India. She also 
volunteers to teach the class when teachers are not present. She has arranged to send 1000 books 
on Ramayana, Mahabharata and the Great Leaders of India to Israel for translation into Hebrew 
and the same is taught in some Israeli Schools.  
 

Seema is also an every ready and active volunteer in the Jewish community. She is an active 
member of the EPJCC, Golden Age groups, Eves, singer, swimmer and also writes poems. Currently 
she is learning to play the harmonium and Casio keyboard.  
 

A couple of years ago in 2017 she opened her house to accommodate 10 youth volunteers from 
Ahmedabad who had come to participate in the Khai Fest event in Mumbai for which they and 
AJDC is grateful for her kind hospitality.    
 

She is a very good cook and prepares halva, puris and sandans for the community.   
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________________________________ 
Why did God give us anger?  

 The wrath of God is 
revealed! 

God gave us emotions because He has 
emotions. All Of Your Emotions Serves a 
Purpose. God gave you the ability to feel 
because this is an emotional life and our 
emotions severe a purpose. Just as our 
minds enable us to think and our wills 
enable us to choose, so our emotions 
enable us to respond.  
 
Guilt & Shame too are emotions leading 
to repents and asks for forgiveness.   
 
With no feelings there would not be 
much difference in humans and animals.  
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Ever heard of Stoicism? / Cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) 
Do We Bene-Israel need CBT treatment for  

 

Stoicism is a school of Hellenistic philosophy founded by Zeno of Citium in 
Athens in the early 3rd century BC. Stoicism is a philosophy of personal ethics 
informed by its system of logic and its views on the natural world. 
 

Stoicism believes that feelings are unimportant and that the only things that 
matter are your intellect and will. (as is philosophy of Chabad). 
 

Cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) is based on Stoicism. Cognitive behavioral 
therapy (CBT) is a talking therapy that can help you manage your problems by 
changing the way you think and behave. 
 

Its most commonly used to treat anxiety and depression, but can be useful for 
other mental and physical health problems. 
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Bene-Israel Birds 
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Cochin Jews Teachers gave Jewish Education to Bene-Israel in 1800’s  
India's Bene Israel Jews | My Jewish Learning 

 

While Christian missionaries were trying to convert the Bene Israel, in 1826 a group of dedicated Cochin 
Jewish teachers left their community in order to live among the Bene Israel in Bombay and Kolaba District 
and teach them about mainstream Jewish observance. A second group of Cochin teachers arrived in 1833. 
 

On weekdays, they taught Jewish religion and Hebrew reading and writing; on Saturdays, they conducted 
morning prayer services and discussed halakhah and Jewish beliefs in the afternoons. 

 
 

More Bene Israel synagogues were founded, and each became a vital center of religious, social, and communal life. With no ordained 
rabbi, the synagogue was served by a hazan (cantor), usually a Cochin, Baghdadi, or Yemenite Jew who also served as shohet 
(slaughterer for kosher meat), mohel (ritual circumciser) and sofer (scribe). 
 
During the 19th century, Bene Israel families also settled in Pune, Ahmadabad, Karachi, Delhi, and other Indian cities. Initially, Jewish 
prayer services were held in the homes of community members, but in time a substantial synagogue or–where there were too few 
Jewish residents—an attractive prayer-hall was erected. 
 
Two main factors contributed to the community’s dispersal throughout the Indian subcontinent. First of all, during the British period, 
educated Bene Israel’s were favored for civil service positions. Second, relatively large numbers of Bene Israel served in the 
government police services, the army, navy, merchant marine, and (in the 20th century) the air corps. All these vocations tended to 
involve permanent or temporary postings far from Bene Israel population centers. 
 
For those stationed in remote places, the only reminder of their Jewishness would often be home life and the Jewish calendar–that is, 
the Jewish High Holidays, Passover, or family rites of passage. On these occasions, they would travel to Bombay, to their native villages, 
or to the nearest Jewish congregation in order to celebrate with family or at least be together with fellow Jews. 
 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bene-israel/
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Respected Cochini Jewish Teachers 
Eli Joseph 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Eli Joseph is member of the Cochini Jewish community living in Lod. His 
grandfather was amongst those who educated Shaniwar-Teli ‘s the 
Jewish traditions and prayers.  
 
One of the major reason the Scotish missionaries were not able to 
convert the Shaniwar-Teli/Bene Israel to Christianity during 18th/19th 
century  was because of the able teachers from Cochin community who 
came to live with them and teach them all about Judaism. 
 
As per Eli, as Cochin was a port city many passengers have been arrived 
there from many place including them. Some of their payers are similar 
to the Yeman Jewish ways. The most holly person has his tomb in Cochin 
named Nahemia muta (Muta in Malayalam means respectable) and the 
common opinion is that he was born in Yeman 400 years ago. Cochini 
Jews are his decedents. They never lost contact with their origin and 
were always updated with the latest happenings in the Jewish world.  
 
We have requested Eli to write about his grandfather David who spent  
his life education and living with Bene-Israel in the 18th century.  Hope 
we could include it in our next issue.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

David Hai Madai 
(David the 
Scientists)  

Great grandfather 
of Eli Joseph  
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Canada 
Ariella Daniels 

 
 

This year marked my 25th UJA Federation of Greater Toronto Walk 

with Israel! It was extra special ripping Israel in Toronto . It was so 

nice that the Walk coincided with Yom Yerushalayim/ Jerusalem Day.  

 

We came wearing blue and white with pride! — walking 7km for 

Israel with thousands of others— Jewish community leaders, allies, 

politicians, families, students; many of which we partner with.  

 

It was so nice to meet my MP #Thornhill Melissa Lantsman and so 

meaningful for me to see Sol Nayman, his wife Queenie and the 

Holocaust survivors at the March of the Living Canada table.  

#IsraelinToronto #WalkWithIsrael #UJAwalk 
  

 

Thank you Israel in Canada for inviting me to speak on the “Inclusivity” panel at The Canadian Summit of Israeli-Jewish Affairs. The round 

table sparked conversations I look forward to continuing with my community partners Israel in Toronto. Thank you Consul General Paul 

Hirschson, Israel in Montreal | Israël à Montréal, for facilitating and moderating the discussions!  It was interesting to hear the 

perspectives of the other panelists and audience members and to make new connections.  
 

I specifically commented on the inclusion and representation of Sepharadim and Non-Ashkenazi Jews in Israel and in Canada . I made 

points related to the education system; the representation of a Jew within the community and externally; and the importance of focusing on 

“Peoplehood” when relating to one another and investing in future generations.  

#IsraelinToronto #IsraelinCanada #OttawaSummit Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

 

It was an honour to be invited to join young professional leaders in the Jewish community of Canada to meet 

with Israel’s Minister of Diaspora Affairs נחמן שי - Nachman Shai at The Canadian Summit of Israeli-Jewish Affairs 

hosted by Israel in Canada. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/UJAFederationToronto/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinToronto?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/thornhill?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/melissa.lantsman.31?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/queenster1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MarchoftheLivingCanada/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/israelintoronto?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/walkwithisrael?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ujawalk?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsgd0klryaPtxoqWerayXHjYFLhBdxoNRqZVpDNpy8TAx9mZaj1fDYhV3mIOmP1WvE-Kqa2JhcsBf7N3ebc6vR6wWFqgXXlOoTAovl1I7zZR1fYhtDPDCttGVO0n1CHZbcD2-IdKsatQec1yGVo5Mvtu-gTlx6QwX2HiHz_JsFjnxl2pM3L4VJ3UkrQZcM6L0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinCanada?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinToronto?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinMontreal?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/israelintoronto?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/israelincanada?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ottawasummit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelMFA?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWd1pxRWy2E449wIc_xzoQ1rxE-e-xvysLCZWu4myozSb1R7gxhN8iJTvmxwTXo4lNhOJ2UdNUfC_MyDsAqDA5-CbcfrsBmrU8r9v1pKhjRNBkwMvnK_9m5w0N0OPiN_SRxo-qaRPeQtUCEyCu9b236Vcab7SOormItlGTohTbTFR1SemsxdkHhc4gkbOCYqIg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/NachmanShai?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXHNdWUFROeAx4fG87_vcoXsi9xC0JsjfGH2G52OwQSmW_O3WUb8Rf78bmie5nEih3czWw8ZciVCbzbQaFA_jABEYuqAXnywyTT9eBU1eIazCis_DHBy2LDL6wfjSyupYr9La4_akMNQSsTMmUkIzai0re1jn8_0NDy-dXaNMR8n0DrTjACEs6bNuXZR9N2-Mc&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinCanada?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXHNdWUFROeAx4fG87_vcoXsi9xC0JsjfGH2G52OwQSmW_O3WUb8Rf78bmie5nEih3czWw8ZciVCbzbQaFA_jABEYuqAXnywyTT9eBU1eIazCis_DHBy2LDL6wfjSyupYr9La4_akMNQSsTMmUkIzai0re1jn8_0NDy-dXaNMR8n0DrTjACEs6bNuXZR9N2-Mc&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Chordhe village of the Chordhekar’s 
Rachel Galsurkar (Parents Chordhekar ) 

Chordhe village is located in the state Maharashtra having state code 27 and having the village code 554231. The 
Raigad is the district of this village with district code 520. The total geographical area in which this village is expanded 

in 702.11 hectares / 7.0211 Square Kilometers (km2) / 1734.9515938191 acres. 
 

 

    
 

 

Rachel was born in Chordhe where her parents and 
grandparents lived.  Rachel’s grandfather Benjanin Chordekar 
owned their own Ghana (oil press). Her father, Hazan Samuel 
Chordekar was an excellent Hebrew reader and she 
remembers Jews use to come from around to hear him say 
festival prayers to the synagogue / prayer hall in Talekhar. 
They had their two floor home where their family lived, parent 
and seven brothers and sisters. With his wife Bathsheba, 
Hazan Samuel owned a shop selling industrial oil. Rachel with 
her husband Yacob Galsurkar now lives in Ashdod having four 
children and ten grandchildren.   
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New Trend: Celebration of Maharashtra Day in Israel/Objections 
 

 

 

For unknown reason some Bene-Israel’s decided to celebrate 1st 
May. Two states of India, Maharashtra and Gujarat got their final 
boundaries based on the languages spoken, on May 1, 1960. 
Nothing heroic. Maharashtra started celebrating it as their victory 
over Gujarat. But this is not so. There was no war.   
 

Ramle Celebration:  
Maharashtra Day2022 celebration by Indian Jewish community & 
Indian students in Israel along with the cooperation of Municipality 
of Ramla, organized a cultural evening in Ramla supported by; 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, Incredible India 
Indian Diplomacy,Press Information Bureau - PIB,  Government of 
India.The event included colorful Koli dance performance by Ms. 
Revital Moses.   

(Many Gujarati Bene-Israel’s have strongly objected to this 
celebration. They have suggested it to change to India Day) 
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Israel Formation/Independence Day 
 

 

Our Mr. Benny Walter (Benjamin Walwatkar) was 
given the honor to ignite the holocaust memorial light 
by the city of Lod.   
 
During Memorial day together, we remembered all 
24,068 of Israel’s Fallen Soldiers (136 Bene-Israel Jews) 
 
Israel completed 74th anniversary of its formation this 
year and starting its journey towards reaching its 
beginning of Diamond Jubilee.    
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 easy east (easygoeast.com)/ easygoeast@gmail.com/Phone /phone +972526113181 | עמוד הבית

איזי איסט מתמקדים אך ורק במזרח 
הרחוק: הודו, סרילנקה, נפאל, ויטנאם 

וזו ההתמחות  .וקמבודיה, הפיליפינים

ברת איזי איסט ח.שלנו במשך השנים

שנה בקרב חוגים  30 -פועלת כבר כ
במשך השנים נפתחה לקהל  .פרטיים

הרחב וזה מבלי לפגוע בשרות ובאיכות 
המדריכים המלווים .הטיולים המאורגנים

חלקם נולדו במזרח והתחנכו ברוח 
 המזרח.

Easy East focuses exclusively on the 
Far East: India, Srilanka, Nepal, 
Vietnam and Cambodia, the 
Philippines. And this is our specialty 
over the years. Easy East has been 
active for about 30 years in private 
circles. Over the years it has been 
opened to the general public and this 
without compromising the service 
and quality of the organized trips. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.easygoeast.com/
mailto:easygoeast@gmail.com/Phone


55 
Shaniwar Teli Volume 10  1 June, 2022  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On the 159th birthday of Rabindranath Tagore, the Israeli Embassy in India commemorated the late Bengali poet 
and Nobel laureate by sharing a picture of a street named after him in Tel Aviv. Tagore died in 1941— a few 
years before the creation of Israel— but it is clear from his correspondences that the poet showed an interest in 
the nascent Zionist movement. His interest is evident from his letters exchanged with Western colleagues 
(notably, Immanuel Olsvanger), his political internationalism, and his specific concerns about the state of 
European politics, including the rise of Nazism. 
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Israel Against Normalizing Bangladeshi—Israeli relations 

 

Bangladesh’s refusal to recognize Israel is a stance that many within 
Bangladesh and abroad are incentivized to change.  
 

Israeli investment in the growing Bangladeshi economy, such as the “Digital 
Bangladesh” project and textile export, but is elusive about the burning 
question of “security cooperation. 
 

Lenin coined a term “a useful idiot,” for certain groups, is self-evident. Zionist 
think-tank media concern that must be recognized is that Bangladesh – which 
in 2021 will be fifty years old – is incentivized unlike ever before to normalize 
partial relations with Israel. 
Tagore Street, Tel Aviv: Against Normalizing Bangladeshi—Israeli relations — Jamhoor 

 
 

Who Killed Shivaji in Raigad Fort? 
 

Shivaji died on 4 April 1680. He was 53 at the time of his death. The cause of Shivaji's death is a 
disputed. British records states that Shivaji died of bloody flux being sick for 12 days. In a 
contemporary work in Portuguese, the Biblioteca Nacional de Lisboa, the recorded cause of death 
of Shivaji is anthrax. 
 

This death was misinformed by the Maratha kingdom as such a brave and powerful king was 
cheated by his second wife Soyarabai who had poisoned him in order to put her 10-year-old son 
Rajaram on the throne.  
  

https://www.jamhoor.org/read/2020/7/24/tagore-street-tel-aviv-against-normalizing-bangladeshiisraeli-relations
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Village Chaul of the Chaulkar’s 
 

 

Chaul, Our heaven  
The first thing I remember about my native place is, waking up in the early dawn, to the 
rhythmic swishing sound of my grandma sweeping the large courtyard in front of our 
house. As an accompaniment to our waterwheel, Rahhat wailed in the background as it 
was drawing water from the well. To this unusual lullaby, we again went to sleep, to 
wake up later, refreshed but hungry. 
My paternal grandfather's house at Chaul, around 14 km. from Alibaug, Raigadh dist. Of 
Maharastra, India was green heaven to us children during the time of vacation. Myself 
along with my many cousins stayed at this house from the 15th of April to the 13th of 
June, the school summer vacation. Various friends and kids of relatives visited us. Chaul 
and its surrounding area is strewed with green farms mainly growing Areca nut or Supari 
and coconut. A fair sprinkling of Mango, Jackfruit, Kokam, Jamun, Jam (Water 
apple)Tadgola ( Ice apple) could be found along with a few Chicco, Guava Banana Papaya 
Sitaphal(custard apple) bor (Indian Jujube). 

 

 

Being close to Mumbai, we used to spend our school and college vacations there supervised by our elder cousin and Aunty. Chaul is said to have had 700 
temples. We visited a few of them regularly and still do. Cool, peaceful and silent, dimly lit, the space inside these old abodes of gods permeated with his 
divine presence. Even in our childhood something attracted us to these temples to sit for a few moments. 
 
Chaul has long been home to the Bene Israel Jews, who were known for their primary occupation as oil pressers and who did not work on Saturdays 
(Shaniwar Telis). The town has a lovely synagogue belonging to their faith. We had a few Jew friends, one of them had a cold drinks shop. The milkshake 
called Doodh cold drink locally served there was loved by us.  There is a Jama Masjid, King Indra III’s copper plate grant, mentions the Governor of Sanjan as 
Madhumati (Mahmud) Sugatipa, a ‘Tajik’ (ie an Arab) appointed by his father who continues to serve under him. Chaul has a fire temple of the Zoroastrians, 
and also a church. This is the best example of communal harmony. A marble plate at Mukhari Ganpati temple mentions a donation given by Sara Abraham 
Talekar, an Israel Jew, for the construction of sabhagriha or prayer hall. 
 
Our day generally started late. Breakfast was Pohe or such traditional food or the fat Butter biscuits, which were provided by the local bakery. The vender 
came to the house carrying his large metal container on his head or bicycle, full of slabs (we call it ladi)of these biscuits attached together in a mosaic. Only 
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the Nan khatai, Bread and Toast were on offer. Later we left for a visit to the market which was a couple of kmt.  away. The meals were eaten sitting on an 
earthen floor finished with cow dung, in a long Hall or living room. Rice Cooked on wood-burning chulha was the staple and we growing kids consumed a 
huge quantity of it. 
We had a big rectangular swing made of fine wood, hung on metal chains. We had a lot of fun and some mishaps swinging on it. My grandma took her siesta 
sitting on the swing which moved gently. She never slept on a bed in the daytime. 
 
The first mention of Chaul is found at Buddhist caves at Kanheri, Mumbai. Dating to 1st 2nd century CE. It records the donations given by the goldsmiths and 
their families. The Hingulja Devi temple at Chaul is housed in Buddhist caves. There are other relics from the 1stcentury around Chaul. another ancient 
reference to Chaul from the same period is in the Geographia of Ptolemy. A hundred years later, the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea too mentions the port of 
Symulla and places it south of Kalliena (Kalyan) and north of Mandragora (Mandad). 
 
Chaul was probably visited early in the 6th century CE by the monk-geographer Cosmas Indicopluestes, who referred to it as ‘Sibor’, a leading trade centre 
between Kalyan and the Malabar ports. The next reference to Chaul is by Hiuen Tsang, the renowned 7th-century Chinese monk who calls it ‘Chimolo’ and 
says “great riches come from the sea”. 
 
Local history says that Chaul was under the Yadavas of Deogiri in the 13th century CE, and evidence of this is clearly seen in the 1298 CE inscription of 
Ramchandradeva Yadava on a gadhegal (ass curse stones) at Modak Wadi in Chaul In the early years of the 14th century CE, Chaul fell to the invading army of 
Alauddin Khilji. Chaul falls smack in the middle of territory controlled by the little-known ruler, Hambirarao, who ruled Thane-Konkan from Mahim in 
Mumbai. Hambirarao’s inscriptions are dated between 1366 and 1369 CE and are seen at Nagaon 8 km to the north of Chaul, and Nandgaon 26 km to the 
south of Chaul. The discovery of three new inscriptions of Hambirarao in the last three years has added a new chapter to the history of the Konkan. 
 
In 1490 CE, Chaul passed to the Ahmednagar Sultanate. Around 1505 CE, Portuguese explorer and military commander Dom Lourenco de Almeida, with a 
squadron of ten ships, attacked the Chaul harbour and proceeded to wreak havoc there. The Portuguese avenged their loss by defeating the Egyptian fleet in 
the Battle of Diu in 1509 CE. After this, the Portuguese Viceroy signed a formal treaty to protect Chaul, with Emperor Burhan of the Ahmednagar Sultanate. 
 
The Portuguese had completed their primary fortifications, the Revdanda Fort or Fortaleza de Chaul in 1524, and held them at bay. The 16th century CE 
marked the period of actual Portuguese control at Chaul, and they defended their territory against combined fleets that included the Ahmednagar Sultanate, 
Calicut and Achin (in Sumatra). Despite major campaigns in 1570 and 1594, the Portuguese held Chaul and fortified the hill on the opposite side of the creek, 
with the formidable fortress of the Morro de Chaul (Korlai Fort). This pincer fortification of the mouth of the Kundalika was virtually impregnable. 
 
In 1600 CE, Ahmednagar fell to the Mughals, with the exception of Revdanda-Chaul. In 1630, after the final fall of the Ahmednagar Sultanate, the territory of 
Chaul passed into the hands of Shahji Bhonsale, who challenged the Mughals and held it until 1636, when he was forced to surrender it. 
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Interestingly, in 1634, the entire territory was ceded to Adil Shah of Bijapur by the Mughals. In 1637, the territory came under the Siddis of Janjira. In 1662, 
the Bijapur Sultanate ceded the entire southern Konkan to Maratha king, Shivaji. Yet the forts at Revdanda and Korlai continued to be held by the Portuguese 
with only a sliver of territory around them. This status quo continued till the fall of Revdanda to the forces of Maratha General Chimmaji Appa during the 
reign Peshwa Baji Rao I. 
 
 
The British finally wrested control of the forts in 1818 after the battle of Khadki and the The British finally wrested control of the forts in 1818 after the battle 
of Khadki and the defeat of the Maratha Empire, and Chaul became a part of the British Indian Empire, where it remained till independence in 1947. 
 
A very interesting relic of the long Portuguese occupation of Chaul is a small community of Christians who live in the village of Korlai and speak a unique 
Konkani-Portuguese creole (hybrid language) called Kristi. Until very recently, their church services and hymns were in this language though it is fast 
becoming extinct. 
Not much remains of the fortifications, with the exception of the outer walls of Revdanda Fort, with its inscribed sea gate and land gate with Portuguese crest 
and projecting crown. The only intact remnants are seen at the protected site of the saat-khaani buruz – the bell tower of the church of Saint Barbara. The 
only other notable remains are the ruins of a small chapel in which St Francis Xavier is said to have stayed on his visits to the city of Chaul. It is venerated to 
this day. 
 
The excavators located a deposit going back to the 3rd century BCE, topped with brick structures of the Satavahana period, among which they found 
fragments of amphorae and Red Polished Ware, both synonymous with Indo-Roman trade. Above this, they found Early Medieval levels characterised by 
Glazed West Asian ceramics, Monochrome Glazed Ware and Chinese Porcelains of the Blue on White variety.  
 
Similar beads have been recorded at East African sites like Kilwa, Manda, Shanga and Mtwapa as well as at West Coast Indian sites like Chaul, Palshet, Sanjan 
and Kelshi. The beads and the foreign ceramics are without a doubt evidence of a complex network of trade in the Indian Ocean littoral during this period. 
They also found a large number of glass beads known as ‘Trade-Wind Beads’, which are known to have been made in India and traded all over the Indo-
Pacific littoral during this period. The team corroborated the finds from the trench with hundreds of surface finds and concluded that this was definitely a 
manufacturing centre, from where they were sent to East Africa. This was mentioned by the 16th century CE Venetian traveller and merchant Caesar 
Frederick, who visited Chaul. Volumes could be written about Chaul and the area around it. Let’s leave it for later. 
 
Sourced from net articles, information by Kurush Dalal and others 
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https://www.quora.com/  

 
Quora 

 

  

https://www.quora.com/
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Bene Menashe Jewish community 
 

 

 

 

Photo exhibition 

by renowned 

photographer 

Dorit Lombroso 

on India's 

Bene Menashe 

Jewish community 

was inaugurated at 

Anu Diaspora 

Museum in Tel Aviv. 
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Meet Elizabeth Binyamini Dookarker 
 

 
 

 
 

זכרונם לברכה  מפתח תקוה נולדתי  בת של יצחק ובת ציון דוקרקר )אני אליזבט בנימיני )דוקרקר

אבי פחד  עלו לישראל  מתאמי ציונות ואבי יליד אמדבאד אימי ילידת מומבאי  באמדאבד שבגו'זראט

 .גדלנו באוכלוסיה מעורבת12/1968הגענו לפתח תקוה , שאנחנו נגדל ונינשא לגוי
הדוד גבריאל קנדלי ז"ל עם עד כמה  קטנה אבל מאד מגובשת ,לא היה לנו בית כנסת אבל היינו קהילה

משפחות בשכונה משפחת קולטקר,משפחת ראובן )טלקר( דאגו לקבל מקום להתפלל מהעירייה  ,דוד 
גביראל ז"ל דאג לאחדות הקהילה וידע לקרב את הילדים לדת ליהדות למנהגים של מסורת ההודית 

היינו מתרגשים להגיע לחגים ולשמוע את  6כולם על המנהגים והתרבות ,כילדה מגיל ,דאג לספר ל
הסיפורים על היהדות והמנהגים ,וכמו כן כל הנשים בקהילה הכינו מטעמים הודים כיבוד לכל הקהילה על 
חשבונם העיקר לשמור על האחדות ,אימי ז"ל היתה מאד עוזרת בחתונות לארגן את כל האוכל לחינה 

ין את כל המאכלים לחינה ,היתה לוקחת חופש מחלה ונרתמת למשימה כאילו הבת או הבן שלה ולהכ
 . מתחתנים ,ולצערי גם בתקופות שמבוגרים נפטרו דוד גבריאל ז"ל היה תמיד ניצב ראשון
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 . לתפילות ,ללא כל תשלום כולם היו נרתמים
גמא טובה מהבית ,והכי חשוב זה השורשים של משפחתי ששמעתי כך חונכתי לאהוב לתת לעזור ,היתה לי דו

מסבתי ירושה בירוודקר ז"ל ולמדתי מימנה לבשל ,על הריחות והתבלינים ,סבתי היתה אישה מדהימה שתמיד 
  חשבה חיובי ותמיד אמרה

 , לדבר מילים טובות כי יעבור מלאך ויגיד אמן

 ת ילדיי לאהבה ,נתינה,ולזכור מהיכן באנו ולא לשכוח את השורשיםהיום כל מה שאני זה בזכותם ,וכך אני חינכתי א
 

מעורב ,עראקי,פרסי,מיצרי,העיקר לבחור טוב ויהודי כשר ,הוא זרם איתי לגבי  בישראל 5נישאתי לבחור ישראלי דור 
וא זרם אהב המנהגים שלנו עשינו  מלידה שקנינו בית ,וחינה הודית,בחודש השביעי עשו לי מלידה שהייתי בהריון וה

שלי עצמאית כבר  60היום אני אישה בתחילת ה , את המנהגים והאוכל , וזה ריגש את כל המשפחה שלו ומאד אהבו

 . שנים ,בתחום ההיטק מצליחה מאד וגאה ,בתחום שלי מחפשים אותי ולא אני אותם מבחינת עבודה ותודה לאל 22
 

י ,הכל אפשר אם רוצים ונחושים להגיע לאן שהוא יש גזענות אבל אף פעם לא הרגשתי שזה מה שיעצור אות

לחלום , ולדעתי די הצלחתי ,וכך חינכתי את בניי, ,להרגיש ממורמר ולהגיד שדופקים את השוחרים לא בבית ספרי

 .יביאו את הכל  בגדול עם הלב והיקום והתפילות
 

יהדות התפוצות ,במיוחד על השוואה   בנים מילדותם אני מספרת להם על יהדות הודו תרבות מנהגים וגם על 3יש לי 
,שיזכרו שאנחנו יהודים ולעולם לא לשכוח מה שהיהודים עברו במלחמת עולם שניה רק בגלל היותם יהודים,וחשוב 

 . מיליון זה לא רק מספר ,זה אנשים שנרצחו 6לזכור לנצח ולהעביר לילדיהם ,
 

ת וכשכלתי היתה בחודש השביעי עשינו מלידה ,וכולם מהם נשואים והכלות ביקשו טקסים הודים חינה הודי 2בניי 

והם מאד אוהבים את השורשים של בני ישראל ,אפילו שהם מעורבים מה שמענין אותם זה התרבות .. רצו ולא ויתרו

 הם הודים . 50%היהודית שלנו ,ששואלים אותם מאיזה מוצא הם הם תמיד אומרים שהם הודים גאים ...כי
ות ההודית של בני ישראל הצלחתי להעביר להם  מחכה שהנכדה תגדל וב"ה שיהיו לי עד וזה משמח אותי שהתרב

נכדים ונכדות אזכה לחנך ולהעביר את המסורת כפי שסיפרו לי .לדעתי תמיד תמיד צריך לזכור את השורשים 

 . ההודים כי יש סיפור יפה מאחורי היהודים שהגיעו להודו

 תודה רבה
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Bene-Israel Books 
 

Hello and best regards, In praise and thanksgiving 
in honor of God will be blessed, The book "A New 
Song" was published, 
In it are found the piyutim of the Indian 
community intertwined with the piyyutim that 
are in the mouths of the general public. 
The book includes: Shabbat and holiday songs 
(from Passover songs through Lag BaOmer songs 
to Purim songs), songs for Saturday night, as well 
as songs for all celebrations. 
There are over 90 piyyutim in the book. 
And in the book there are: an evening prayer, 
Malida, a chapter of poetry, the soul of every life, 
a general correction with an explanation and 
commentary on each psalm, and many other 
pearls. 

The cost of the book is: 25 NIS. 
The book is colorful, hardcover, and with smooth 
chromo-type pages, and they are thick and 
beautiful to the eyes. 

Order: 052-5390650 and  

Email    -shirha1323@gmail.com  
In the book you can find agreements and 
blessings from the dear rabbis: Rabbi Ilan 
Indeforker 16th, as well as Rabbi Shimshon 
Mordechai 16th. And in addition, the book is 
suitable for souvenirs for celebrations such as 
Brit, Shabbat Chatan, from birth, as well as to 
dedicate it to the exaltation of the soul. (You can 
request an imprint.) 

 ,שלום וברכה
 ,בשבח והודאה לכבוד השם יתברך

 ,יצא לאור הספר ״שיר חדש״
בו נמצאים פיוטיהם של העדה ההודית שזורים 

בחיבור נפלא עם הפיוטים הנמצאים בפיהם 

 .של כלל הציבור
הספר כולל בתוכו: שירי שבת וחגים )משירי 

חג הפסח דרך שירי ל״ג בעומר ועד שירי 
ת, וכן שירים לכלל פורים(, שירים למוצאי שב

 .השמחות
 .פיוטים 90בספר ישנם מעל 

 
וכן בספר ישנם: תפילת ערבית, מלידה, פרק 
שירה, נשמת כל חי, תיקון הכללי עם הסבר 

 .ופירוש על כל מזמור, ועוד פנינים רבים
 .25₪עלות הספר הינה: 

הספר צבעוני, בעל כריכה קשה, ועם דפים 
 .ם לעיןחלקים מסוג כרומו, והם עבים ויפי

 
 .אריאל- 0525390650

  :shirha1323@gmail.comאו במייל
בספר ניתן למצוא הסכמות וברכות מאת 

הרבנים היקרים: הרב אילן אינדפורקר הי״ו, 
 .וכן הרב שמשון מרדכי הי״ו

ובנוסף הספר מתאים למזכרות לשמחות כמו 
לידה, וכן להקדיש אותו ברית, שבת חתן, מ

 לעילוי נשמת.)אפשר לבקש הטבעה(.

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:shirha1323@gmail.com-%20%20%20%20Email
mailto:shirha1323@gmail.com-%20%20%20%20Email
mailto:shirha1323@gmail.com
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 לימים "תווים הספר של לאור בהוצאה אלי הצטרפו
 "ישראל בני הודו נוסח נוראים
 מטרת הגיוס

תווים למנגינות  מטרת הגיוס היא לשמר במדויק את המנגינות בהודו, שעברו בין אב לבן, בין חזן לתלמיד. ולכן כתבנו ספר
 .הקסומות שעברו אצלנו במסורת

 .לא חייבים לדעת לנגןפיוטים. ולכל פיוט יש סריקה ברקוד לשמיעת הפיוט ביוטיוב. ככה ש 50בספר ישנם  
שנה ניתן לחזור במדוייק למנגינות שלנו ללא זיופים והשפעות של קהילות אחרות. בכל  100הספר נותן מענה שגם בעוד 

 .ד שמפנה להקלטה של אותו פיוטפיוט יש ברקו
 איך הכל התחיל

מי שמע על יהודי הודו מקהילת הבני ישראל? חלק מהאנשים מתבלבלים ביננו לבין קהילת קוצ'ין שהיא קהילה בפני עצמה. 
חלק מהאנשים אפילו מתפלאים שיש קהילה יהודית אותנטית מקורית שחיה אפילו היום בהודו. הקהילה מיוחדת שעברה 

ריה קצת אחרת ומיוחדת בשונה מהמון קהילות ישראל. רוב קהילות ישראל לא מכירות את יהודי הודו מקהילת הבני היסטו
 .ישראל. קהילת יהודי הודו עשירה במנהגים, אוכל פיוטים ושירה

שנים תחת כור ההיתוך, התאחדו כל הקהילות השונות ברוח אחידה ישראלית. המנהגים הי 50-בעת העלייה לארץ בשנות ה
והמנגינות העתיקות החלו להיעלם. אותם ניגונים ייחודים מהתקופה בהודו שעברו בין אב לבן ובין אמא לביתה כמה מאות 

 .דורות , בקרב הצעירים של ימינו, לצערנו זה הולך ונשכח
ראשון מסוגו שבו כיום בעיקר רק המבוגרים הזקנים שגדלו בהודו יודעים במדויק את המנגינות. הספר לפניכם, הוא ספר ה

כתוב את תווי הנגינה הייחודים של אותם ניגונים הנעלמים. הספר מהווה אבן מהפסיפס הגדול של כלל קהילות ישראל. הוא 
נוגע לכל אחד ואחת מאתנו השייך לעם ישראל ומסורת ישראל. עם תווים אלו, ניתן יהיה לחזור במדויק למנגינות של הימים 

 .ישראל. הצטרפו אליי להוצאת ספר ייחודי זה הנוראים בנוסח קהילת בני
 עד עכשיו

 ,עצבנו כריכה, כתבנו, ערכנו
 : וגם

 .הוספנו ברקוד בכל פיוט, גם למי שלא יודע לנגן. שבסריקה פשוטה בפלאפון אתם שומעים את הפיוט.1
 

 Anna Schultz, Dr Sara MANASSEH ,הסכמות: הרב אבינועם משילקר, הרב רון אלכסנברג .2
 מבוא הספר .3
 Mauro Cutz Braunstein :הקדמות .4
 מנהגים: מפי אליעזר ששונקר חזן .5
 פיוטים + תווי נגינה 50תוכן עיקר הספר:  .6
 תמונות: של סידורים ומחזורים שהשתמשו בהודו לימים הנוראים .7
לרפואת  , חת המשפחההצל ,ואנחנו מחכים לכם, כדי שנוסיף אתכם להקדשות בספר: שמות התומכים העיקריים .8

 :)ותודות .9.ולעילוי נשמת אחד הקרובים המשפחה
 

See the video at:  
 (headstart.co.il) ספר תווים נוסח הודו
 

 

https://headstart.co.il/project/68103
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 חיי הדת
ישראל דבקים במסורת שלהם  בתי כנסת ברחבי הודו של הקהילה. בני 40-עדיין נותרו כ

ובמנהגיהם, והמועדים החשובים ביותר להם הם ראש השנה, יום כיפור, שמחת תורה וחג 
הפסח. בחתונה, למשל, הכלה לובשת סארי לבן ויוצאת לקבל את פני החתן, כשהוא עומד 

על בימת בית הכנסת ומזמר את "שיר החתן" )נכתב על ידי רבי ישראל נג'ארה( המיוחד 
 .י ישראללבנ

 מבנה הקהילה הדתית
קהילת "בני ישראל" התנהלה במשך השנים על פי ההנהגה של "החזן", שהוא היה הדמות 
הרוחנית בקהילה. המורה הרוחני שעל פיו נעשה כל דבר. הקהילה הייתה ממושמעת מאוד 

 .לדברי "החזן" בכל דבר רוחני
 

 לסיכום
אור, נשמח שתבואו לתמוך ולבחור באחת  כדי שהספר 'תווים לפיוטי ימים הנוראים' יראה

 .התשורות, כדי לשמר מסורת עתיקה, שלא תאבד

 

 מה חסר לנו
שרבוטים שמורכבים מציור של סמלים מחיי  + תוכן הספר קיים, נשאר רק: הדפסת הספר

היומיום של הקהילה. לדוגמה: המאטלי )הדס( למאלידה, האתרוג לברית, הטאפקיר, 
 ): ועוד777ה

 מי אני
, שירתתי בהנדסה קרבית, בעל תואר ראשון 4נשוי לליאורה יהודית +  34אביחי בסטקר 

בביוטכנולוגיה מכללת הדסה ירושלים. בעשור האחרון עבדתי על שימור מסורת קהילת בני 
ישראל מהודו. שימור ספרים עתיקים, הקלטות מבוגרי העדה שירה במראטי ובעברית 

 .רתהסטוריה וסיפו
 

 קצת על יהודי הודו בני ישראל )בומביי והסביבה( מתוך ויקיפדיה
 
 

נֶּה ישראל ,बेने इस्राएल :יהודית-במראטהית) בני ישראל  ("תעתיק: "בֶּ
היא הקהילה היהודית, שהתקיימה במערב הודו בנוסף לקהילת יהודי בגדאד ויהודי קוצ'ין 

וב הקהילה לישראל ובה מצוי בהודו. עם הקמת מדינת ישראל, עלתה במהלך השנים ר
 .הריכוז הגדול ביותר של בני ישראל מהודו

על פי המסורת של בני העדה אבותיהם הם ניצולים מספינה שנטרפה סמוך לחוף "קונקאן" 
נשים, כל ספרי הקודש ותשמישי הקדושה  7-גברים ו 7דרומית למומבאי. מהספינה ניצלו 

הם באתר סמוך לכפר נאווגאון, במקום ששימש שלהם אבדו באסון. הניצולים קברו את מתי
בהירות לגבי התקופה -לימים כבית הקברות של קהילת בני ישראל והתיישבו באזור.ישנה אי

בה קרה האירוע. יש מבני ישראל הסוברים כי אבותיהם נמלטו מארץ ישראל בדרך הים החל 
מבני העדה שטוענים  לפני הספירה, בימי מלכותו של אנטיוכוס אפיפאנס. ישנם 175בשנת 

 .שהיו מצאצאי עשרת השבטים
, כאשר אדם בשם 10-על פי המסורת של בני בני ישראל, חלה אצלם תחייה דתית במאה ה

דוד רחבי שזיהה שהם יהודים על פי מנהגיהם, לימד אותם דינים והנהיג את חג השבועות 
ה על חוף הים. ישנם ואת חג הסוכות. אותו דוד רחבי נהרג על ידי פרש מוסלמי כאשר הי

, אך אין 12-הסבורים שהיה זה דוד הסוחר, אחי הרמב"ם אשר נסע לסחור בהודו במאה ה
 .לכך עדויות מבוססות

 
 אזור קונקאן

כפרים שונים באזור קונקאן. אחד  200-משפחות "בני ישראל" גרו במשך דורות רבים בכ
הכפר היה ידוע ככפר יהודי  .(Alibag) הכפרים הידועים בו חיו יהודי "בני ישראל" היה אליבג

וגרו בו מאות משפחות. בני ישראל שימשו כדורכי שמן בקונקאן ונודעו בכינוי "שנוואר טליס", 
שמשמעו עוצרי שמן שומרי שבת. הם אימצו את שפת המקום, מרטהי, ולא נבדלו, למראית 

 .ביהדות עין, מבני המקום. אולם, בחברה הכפרית הם נבדלו מאחרים בשל דבקותם
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Bene-Israel Community Center in Ramle 

Elkan Judah 
  

 

 

The Bene-Israel 
Community Center in 
Ramle is getting prepared 
for launch this month on 
29th June 2022. 
 
Mr Raymond Bhastekar   
Mr Michael Satamkar  
Mrs  Simcha Birvadker  
Mrs Naomi Shaphrir 
 
are behind getting this 
project started?  
 

 
 

Malida Ceremony from next page: !50 people attended  
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Opening Ceremony of “Eden (Divekar/Pezarkar ) Bene-Israel Community Center 
Elkan Judah 

 
 

 

 
   

 

Ramla is a locality located 37.09 km east-southeast from Jerusalem in Central District, Israel. 
The population of Ramla is 75,500 people that include a population of about 2388 Bene-Israel 
Community (about 3.15%). Some 150 Bene-Israel attended the opening ceremony. It was 
leadership in the right hands with a together we succeed attitude. They have named the place 
after Edna Pezarkar (Divekar) as she used to do a lot for the less fortunate Indian community 
in Ramla including for widows and single mother's from her own resources, without letting 
anybody know that she was helping them not even her own family. She wanted very much to 
open this center but that did not happen while she was alive. There was a Malida performed 
as is the customs with all of our Bene-Israel people.  
Picture: The lady in the Middle is Galit from the Eria office and the lady in the Pink Blazer is Naomi Shaphrir 

. The lady in the Saree is Simcha Birvadker then Raymond Bhastekar and Michael Satamkar. 
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Rest in Peace Dear Hanna! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sion Charikar finally built the grave of his 
mother Hanna after all the repairs; walls 

building, light and electricity repairs, cropping 
trees , gate building, making path ways, 

renovating the building, repairing and washing 
every grave  and beautifying the Worli 

cemetery. May Hanna’s soul rest in peace in her 
permanent home. 
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ORT-India 

Sivanah D Ashtamkar     Johnny E Jhirad  

  
 

"ORT India has offered more professional courses like Data Science and Digital marketing for 
the community's students. These and other courses are being campaigned particularly 
among students who have done or doing BSc, BCom, BMS, BA, etc. to bring them on the 
professional track and thus hope for a better salary. Excel and Python classes are being 
conducted during weekends. Many students are taking benefit of this facility which will help 
them in their work. 
 

Pesah seder was held which was enjoyed by all. A few days later followed by Malida on 
renovation completion of the ORT flat. 
 

33 youth are visiting Israel for 10 days as a part of Taglit Birthright program and enjoying 
every moment of it. 
 

Scholarships are being sanctioned for classroom and online studies for the applications 
received for the year 2021-22. Laptops are also being given to deserving students.  
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The New Synagogue in Ashdod 
Yafet Pingle 

 
 

 

This is the new Synagogue of 
that Rav Shimshon Bamnolkar 
from Ashdod in Ezor vow in 
front of Bank HaPoalim. 
The project is looking for 
donations. Please contact the 
Rav at Mobile 050-4101733  

 
 

                      IJFC (2) Indian Jewish Heritage Center- IJHC | Facebook 

  

  

https://www.facebook.com/indianjews
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Indian Embassy 
 

 

 
 

 

3rd June Indian Embassy 
arranged a bicycle ride to 
celebrate Bicycle day 
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INDIA, Panvel (Konkan Region, Maharashtra). Jewish Cemetery. (2009) - JewishPhotoLibrary (smugmug.com) 
 

https://jewishphotolibrary.smugmug.com/ASIA/ASIAcentral/INDIA/MAHARASHTRA/INPanvelJewishCemetery/
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Bene-Israel Cemetery in USA 

Beni Israel Cemetery - Wikipedia 

 

Beni Israel Cemetery, also known as Cemetery Beni Israel is an historic Jewish cemetery located at 
1301 E. 2100 Road in Eudora, Douglas County, Kansas. It was founded in 1858 by German and 
Polish Jews who were a part of the German Immigrant Settlement Company from Chicago that had 
founded Eudora in 1856. One-year-old Isaac Cohn who died September 5, 1858, was the first 
person buried in the cemetery. He was the son of Asher Cohn (1828-1890), an immigrant 
businessman from Lubawa, Poland who founded a general store in Eudora ca. 1857 and who is also 
buried here with his wife Sarah. After 1928, burials ceased for decades until 1978 when 
responsibility for the cemetery was taken on by the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation of 
nearby Lawrence. On January 2, 2013, Beni Israel Cemetery was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beni_Israel_Cemetery
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Current state of Palav Phata Bene Israel cemetery 

Raamash G Ragvian 

 
It has been taken over by a timber trade/ ह ेलाकडाच्या व्यापारान ेताब्यात घतेल ेआह/े הוא השתלט על ידי סחר עצים   
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Bene-Israel Jokes 
 

 

Ramrajkar: I accidentally knocked over a headstone while 
walking through a cemetery. 
Cheulkar: You have made a grave mistake! 
 
Jetakar: I am looking for a loan to build a synagogue 
Divakar: Approach LGBTQ for the loan. 
Jeatkar: LGBTQ?? Lisbon’s… how can they help me?  
Divakar:   Loans Given By The Queen !! 
 
Awaskar: You know the Hazan discovered a hole in the fence 
of a nudist community in Raigad. He called the police. And 
now Police are looking into it! 

 
 

 

 
 

Roherekar:  I still believe that 
the world is flat.  
Jiradkar: How many people do 
you think believe in this?  
Roherekar: We have believers 
all around the globe! 
 
 

Rahel: What are you planning to 
cook today? 
Sarah: I was thinking of Bombil 
Bhaji, Coconut curry and white 
rice.  
Rahel: Wow that sounds great. 
My plan was Methi Bhaji and 
hot chapattis and some rice.  
Sarah: Yummu …..  
Rahel: oof!  When will our 
husbands come and start 
cooking!!?? 

Talkar: I spend three hours 
yesterday reading the Kutaba 
again and again. Must have 
read it a hundred times. 
Bastaker: (Surprised). Why? 
What were you looking for? 
Talkar: Expiry Date.  

 

Esther: These Bene-Israel 
husbands are never happy. They 
always find something to crib 
about. Always something is 
missing. I am fed up of this 
attitude of husbands. 
Leah: Correct. I know of no one 
who is happily married, except 
my husband. 
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Why God never got a PhD? 

1. He had only one major publication. 

2. It was written in Aramaic, not in English. 

3. It has no references. 

4. It wasn't even published in a refereed journal. 

5. There are serious doubts he wrote it himself. 

6. It may be true that he created the world, but what has he done since 

then? 

7. His cooperative efforts have been quite limited. 

8. The Scientific community has had a hard time replicating his results. 

9. He unlawfully performed not only Animal, but *Human* testing. 

10. When one experiment went awry, he tried to cover it by drowning his 

subjects. 

11. When subjects didn't behave as predicted, he deleted them from 

the sample. 

12. He rarely came to class, just told his students to read the book. 

13. Some say he had his son to teach the class. 

14. He expelled his first two students for learning. 

15. Although there were only 10 requirements, most of his students 

failed his tests. 

16. His office hours were infrequent and usually held on a mountain top. 

 
 

What is Body Language? 
The conscious and unconscious movements and 
postures by which attitudes and feelings are 
communicated. 
 
Body language is communication by movement or 
position, particularly facial expressions, gestures 
and the relative positions of a speaker and listener. 
It may be the message being conveyed or it may 
add layers of meaning to the spoken words. 
 
Take a free test to see if you understand body 
languages.  
 
New Body Language Quiz (typeform.com) 
 

      
 

  

https://scienceofpeople.typeform.com/to/FkNIJM?typeform-source=www.scienceofpeople.com
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Shavuot with Knafeh! 
Ofira Samson 

 
 

It is customary to have milk and milk products for 

Shavuot and so instead of baking a cheese cake or 

making kheer, I decided to recreate the best middle 

eastern sweet dish I have ever had during my recent 
visit to holy land ; Knafeh (כנאפה/ कनाफे) 

*Kataifi dough:  
Knafeh (Arabic: كنافة) is a 
traditional Middle Eastern 
dessert made with spun pastry 
called kataifi, soaked in a sweet, 
sugar-based syrup called attar, 
and typically layered with 
cheese, or with other ingredients 
such as clotted cream, pistachio 
or nuts, depending on the 
region. 

 

 

You will need: 
 

*Kataifi dough 
Ghee or Butter 

Mozzarella 
Sugar syrup 

Lemon juice and rose water 
(optional) 
Pistachios 

 

Procedure:  
Prepare the sugar syrup by mixing 1 cup water with 2 cups sugar in a sauce pan on medium 
heat until all the sugar melts. Make sure the heat is medium so all the sugar melts before the 
water begins to boil. Once it begins to boil you can add a few drops lemon to avoid 
crystallization. Let it boil for 5 mins and turn off  the gas and allow to cool. Kataifi dough 
comes frozen as very long strands. We must begin by breaking down these strands into 
smaller pieces. The easiest way to do this is to blitz it in a food processor or blender a few 
times. Alternatively, you can hand chop the dough into smaller pieces. 
 

Once processed into small pieces, transfer the dough strands to a large bowl and combine 
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with the melted butter or ghee. Use your hands to mix the ingredients well. Make sure the 
kataifi dough is well coated in ghee or butter. Now we prepare  baking pan by greasing butter. 
Transfer half of the kataifi dough to the pan and use your hands or something flat-bottomed 
(like a glass) to spread and level out the layer. Then, add the cheese, spreading evenly. You 
can either add slices of mozzarella or shred it – either will work well. I recommend leaving an 
inch of space around the outside so the cheese doesn’t ooze out the sides of the kunafa. 
Finally, add the remaining dough and level it, pressing lightly. 
Transfer the baking pan to the center rack in your oven and bake for 45-60 minutes until the 
kunafa is a deep golden-brown color and depending on your oven. I suggest checking it after 
the 30 min mark. Once ready, remove the pastry from the oven and immediately pour the 
syrup over it. I recommend doing so from the outer edges to the center in a circular motion. 
Set it aside for 10 minutes to allow it to absorb all the syrup.Finally, top the pastry with 
ground pistachios, slice, and serve while still warm (for the ultimate cheese pull dessert!) or at 
room temperature. 
 From yours truly ~ ofira samson 
Any questions please email ofirasamson@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Information/Promotions 
 

 
   

mailto:ofirasamson@gmail.com
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बनेी-इस्राएल लोकाांना 

त्याांच्या िनैांदिन गरजा पूिव 

करण्यासाठी मित करि े

- त्याांना चालविां 

- त्याांना रुग्िालयात 

घऊेन जाि े 

- कागिपत्र ेतयार करण्यात 

मित करि े

- िररोजच्या खरेिीला मित 

करि ेसमान सवेा  

कॉल : 054-901-2945 

भोनकर 

 
סיוע לבני ישראל 

בדרישות היומיומיות 
 שלהם

 נהיגה בהם -
לקחת אותם לבית  -

  החולים
 עזרה ביצירת מסמכים -
  עזרה בקניות יומיומיות -
  שירות דומה -
 

 054-901-2945חייגו : 
 בונקר               

 

Helping Bene-Israel People 
in their daily requirements 

- Driving them 
- Taking them to 

hospital  
- Helping making 

documents 
- Helping daily 

shopping  
- Similar service  

       Call : 054-901-2945 
                   Bhonkar  
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IOBI / IBI 
 
 

 

International organization for Bene Israel (IOBI) / Israeli 
Bene-Israel (IBI) held two functions in May. Maharashtra 
Day and Memorial Day for the Bene-Israel fallen soldiers.  
 

Both the functions were held at the Indian Cultural Center 
of Embassy of India.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
IOBI/IBI presented a thanking giving certificate to Mr. Nissim Moses, Historian for Indian Jews and its 
Heritage & Bene Israel Genealogy Researching, for his supporting them in their activities. They 
visited his home on Saturday 14th May, 2022.  



83 
Shaniwar Teli Volume 10  1 June, 2022  

 

Jewish Religious Union Elijah Jacob  

 

The Jewish Religious Union celebrated Passover by holding its annual Seder service at the Jacob 
Sassoon school hall on Sunday, 17th April 2022 with over 70 participant members. The event was 
marked by a Book release of "My Journey with the JRU and AJDC in India -1967 to 2021." 
compiled by Elijah Jacob which recounts some the important milestones during this period. The 
book was released at the hands of his mother Mozelle , the senior most member in the 
congregation. The book was well received by all the members present which included Mr. Scott 
Ticknor -Deputy Consul General of USA in Mumbai as the Guest of Honour who participated 
whole heartedly in the service.   Mr. Raamesh Gauri Raghavan -Executive member of Asiatic 
Society of Mumbai also graced the occasion.  
 

The Seder service was well organized by Norma Suvarna and the youth members of JRU viz. 
Asriel Jhirad and Ephraim Moses and conducted by Elijah Jacob, the Chair of the Services 
Committee. The service included the traditional singing of songs Dayenu  and Had Gadya along 
with completing all the 15 steps of the order of the Seder service. Special prizes were given to 
members and all members had portions to read from the service along with two skits which were 
enacted during the service to make the event interesting and enjoyable. A sumptous dinner 
spread consisting of vegetarian dishes as well as chicken curry and salads was provided by a 
Jewish caterer for the evening. 
 

All in all, it was a fun filled evening with fulfilling a double mitzvah of participating in the Seder 
and helping the needy elders of our community living in Bayiti. All the sale proceeds of the book 
released on that day (Rs.85,700/) were donated towards the upkeep and welfare of our elderly 
living in Bayiti-Home for the Elders at Panvel. The book released is available for local sale 
@Rs.500/ per copy earmarked as a Donation to Bayiti  at the EPJCC , Matunga. You can contact 
EPJCC or Elijah Jacob at +91-9820278177 for procuring copies of the book for outstation and 
foreign posting. 
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 National Community Union for Indian איחוד קהילתי יצוגי ארצי
Jews in Israel 

 

  
  

June 15, 2022  

 ,קהל יקר
אני שמחה לחשוף בפניכם את האיחוד הארצי הקהילתי ליוצאי הודו 

 .בישראל
בראשותו של מר משה סוגאוקר פועלת כמעט שנתיים  האיחוד הארצי

 . למען הקהילה ברחבי הארץ בהתנדבות מלאה
 

חלק מהדברים בהם הם עסקו עד עכשיו הם טיפול בנושא בתי העלמין 
בהודו, קידום עצמאיים צעירים בני הקהילה, חיפוש תעסוקה למבוגרים 

פסח, השתתפות וצעירים ואף לעולים חדשים, סיוע בסלי מזון לפני חג ה
באירועים שונים ברחבי הארץ של הקהילה, קידום נושאים בעולם 

הספורט כמו טורניר כדורגל ברמלה עם מספר קבוצות, חשיפה של 
הקריקט והבעיות השונות , חשיפה של חלק מהדברים גם בתקשורת, 

הרצאות בהתנדבות של אנשי מקצוע. ואחת המטרות הכי חשובות היא 
 .דנטיםלהשיג מלגות לסטו

 
 

Dear Audience, 
I am happy to expose to you the National Community Union for 
Indian Jews in Israel. 
The National Union, headed by Mr. Moshe Sugauker, has been 
working for almost two years for the benefit of the community 
throughout the country on a fully voluntary basis. 
 

Some of the things they have dealt with so far are dealing with the 
issue of cemeteries in India, promoting self-employed young 
members of the community, seeking employment for adults and 
young people and even for new immigrants, assistance with food 
baskets before Passover, participation in various events 
throughout the country of the community, promoting topics in the 
world of sports such as a football tournament in Ramla with 
several teams, exposure of cricket and the various problems, 
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אנשי האיחוד הארצי פועלים ללא שכר ובהתנדבות מלאה של כלל 
הגורמים. הם מבקשים בעיקר תמיכה של הקהילה על מנת שיהיה להם 

את הכוח להמשיך ולעשות והם אומרים בפה מלא " זה הזמן לאיחוד 
כוחות!! מספיק עם הפילוג והקבוצות" כך נוכל לקדם הן מועמדים רציניים 

 חבי הארץ וגם בעתיד הקרוב מאוד בעזרת השם ובעזרת כל למועצות בר
 

  .אחד ואחד מכם להכניס מועמד מטעם הקהילה לכנסת ישראל
כולנו תקווה שהקבוצה תצליח לקדם את התרבות שלנו המסורת 

 .והמורשת

exposure of some of the things also in the media,  Voluntary 
lectures by professionals. And one of the most important goals is 
to get scholarships for students. 
 

Members of the National Union operate without pay and on the full 
volunteer basis of all parties. They mostly ask for the support of the 
community so that they have the strength to continue doing and they say 
plainly “It’s time for joining forces!! Enough with the division and the groups" 
so that we can promote both serious candidates for councils throughout the 
country and in the very near future with G-d's help and with the help of each 
and every one of you to bring a candidate on behalf of the community into 
the Knesset of Israel.  
We all hope that the group will succeed in promoting our culture, tradition 
and heritage. 
 

 

Carrom Competition in Israel (Kiryat Gat) 
our champions in crembold! - my yavne portal (myavne.co.il) 

National Community Union for Indian Jews in Israel arranges for 
a carom board competition in Kiryat Gat.  

 
 

https://www.myavne.co.il/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%A0%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%93
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The National Union 
organized a reception for a 
group of Bene-Israeli 
children, who came from 
India, as part of Tagled- 
Israel. 
 

The Chairman of the 
National Union, Mr. Moshe 
Sugaokar will organize a 
meeting with the children 
of Birthright Israel in the 
near future. 

 

האיחוד הארצי אירגן קבלת 
פנים לקבוצת ילדי בני 

ישראל, שהגיעו מהודו, 
 במסגרת "תגלית".

 
יו"ר האיחוד הארצי, מר 

משה סוגאוקר יארגן מפגש 
ת" מהודו עם ילדי "תגלי
 בזמן הקרוב.

 

 

On June 19, at 20:30pm, 
Rabbi Yona from Ashdod 
plans to organize malida 
ceremony on a boat.  
Anybody interested to 
join May contact him on 
this number 052-
6126071. contribution is 
NIS 50/person. 
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International Bene-Israel Kirtan 
Singing Group (IBKSG) 

In service of our kind God 

 
AJDC 

 

 

The Bene-Israel Kirtan singing practice has 

started. Next meeting on Monday 27 June at 

11 AM at JDC office in Mataunga.  

Do you sing well? Be there.... 

 

A sutiable Bene-Israel instrument player is 

welcome too. Call: 098202 78177 

 

This group will be performing shows in Indian 

and on International stages where Bene-Israel 

population lives today.  

Bhakti songs 

 שירי בהקטי
 

The seed of bhakti – even if drying up from years of neglect – will flourish by cherishing songs of bhakti.   
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*Gate of Mercy Synagogue or Shaar ha Rahamim or Juni Masjid 

Advocate David Talegaokar 

 
 

 

The Synagogue is Gate of Mercy Synagogue or 
Shaar ha Rahamim synagogue. It is the oldest Bene 
Israel community Synagogue in Maharashtra. It has 
completed 225 yrs. Mr Sion has helped renovate 
the Mikve of the Synagogue. We are repairing the 
entire synagogue.  The work of the Mikve is still not 
complete. There are many more donors who have 
promised to donate for the repairs of the 
Synagogue. 

 

 

 
 

*“Gate of Mercy” is the English translation of “Shaar ha Rahamim”. It is also known as the Juni Masjid as it is the 
oldest synagogue. 

  



89 
Shaniwar Teli Volume 10  1 June, 2022  
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Raigad Jewish Association (RJA) 

Herzl Bhonkar  
 

 

Raigad, that was just until 70 years ago a thriving 300+ villages where Bene-Israel communities 
spread and lived over 2000 years, rapidly lost its Jewish population in 70 years. We cannot 
ignore what transpired with our community in Raigad over 2000 years.  
 

175BCE to 1 ACE  
Our ancestors were washed ashore and they became part of the local community as Teli 
(oilmen). As they did not work on Saturdays they were called Saturday oilmen (Shaniwar-Teli). 

 

1ACE-10 ACE  

Shaniwar- Teli community spread in Raigad region into various empty areas. As they spread 
their names became the names of the villages (as per new research by Nissim Moses). 

 

10ACE-14ACE 

Cochin Jews (Origin from Yamen) discovered Shaniwar-Teli community as Jews.  

 

15ACE-18ACE 
Christian missionaries tried to convert Shaniwar-Teli community to Christianity but the able 
teachers from Cochin inculcated into the community strong love for Judaism. Those days the 
Chazan (Hazan Baba) performed an important function of traveling village to village teaching 
Judaism customs and traditions to the Shaniwar-Telis families.  

 

19 ACE – 20 ACE 
The first book on Bene-Israel history was published written by Haeem Kehimkar. Israel was 
formed. Mass immigration to Israel of the Bene-Israel community started leaving hundreds of 
villages empty of its Bene-Israel community that had lived in Raigad for 2000 years.  
 

We need to preserve our heritage in Raigad.  
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Magen Hassidim Mumbai Saved!! 
Ronen Bhonkar  

 
 

Magen Hassidim Mumbai Saved!! 
During 2020 winter the roof of the synoguge office fell. The 
synagouge management decided to do a structure audit. This 
gave the management a shocking information.  
"The condition of wood is detoriated and structure need urgent 
repairs or it can collapse". 
If the repairs were not done immeditely the synagouge would 
have stopped functioning due to danger of life. 
Though the wood looked good from out side due to paintings, 
as they went in to depth they discovered the wood insided had 
rotten and was turning in to powder. This was the reason the 
roof has collapsed. 
Please see the pictures and the videos. This major repair work 
has started. The synagouge needs your donation help.  
Hundreds of us Bene-Israels were married here and attended 
high holiday functions here. Now the synagouge needs our 
help. Please send your donations to 
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The management committee discovered a new problem in ladies Gallery, the staircase wooden beams of Magen Hassidim are rotting.  
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Beth-El  Synagogue, Panvel 
Moses Korlekar   

Panvel Synagogue celebrated its 173rd Anniversary on 12th June 2022.  The invited the whole community had a cake cutting ceremony followed by Malida 

and lunch. They also honored the Charikar family for their unique contribution in beautification of the Worli Cemetery. 
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PUNE NEWS during the Period from March to 30th June 2022 

Dr. Reuben Daniel Pezarkar, Pune 
 

 
The 101st year celebration of the Succath Shelomo Synagogue in Rasta 
Peth was celebrated on 22/05/2022 ( 21st Iyyar 5782 ) on a low key 
note, as the country had just recovered from the pandemic and life slowly 
started returning to normal throughout the country. 
 
Mr. Samuel Elijah Daniel Bamnolkar and Mrs Lebana Samuel were the 
chief guests at the function. Mr Samuel Elijah Daniel Bamnolkar is also 
the President of Shaar Hashamaim Synagogue, Thane. The festivities 
were celebrated by lighting of lamps, cutting of the anniversary cake, 
felicitating members of the Jewish community, speech by the President 
of Succath Shelomo Synagogue Mr. Samuel Gadkar, and by the Chief 
Guest. The program concluded by serving sumptuous Kosher Dinner to 
all those present at the adjacent lawn of the Succath Shelomo 
Synagogue. 
 
Another development that took place was the cleaning of the Jewish 
Cemetery at Koregaon Park by a voluntary organization headed by Mr. 
Adar Poonawala and his team of volunteers. This initiative was headed 
by Dr. Zimra Israel who roped in this NGO to clean the Cemetery. The 
compound walls which were breached at places were repaired with the 
help from Mr. Solomon Sopher, Managing Trustee of the Sassoon 
Charitable Trusts in India. The cemetery was cleared of grass and weeds 
in the earlier year also by volunteers from the Jewish community of Pune 
but this being a perennial problem after every monsoons as heavy rains 
lash Pune and the grass grows at such a fast pace that it becomes very 
difficult to access the graves of our loved ones who have departed from 
this world. 
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Gabriel Project Mumbai 
Gabriel Project Mumbai 

 
Gabriel Project Mumbai is excited to announce its partnership with the Indian Dental Association 
(IDA) in providing oral health awareness and treatment to thousands of people living in remote 
underserved villages of the Mokhada sub-district. 
 
According to the Global Burden of Disease Study (2017), oral diseases including untreated tooth decay, 
severe periodontitis, tooth loss and oral cancer effect 3.5 billion people worldwide! The effect of 
this oral health alliance, between the IDA And GPM, means that a serious impact will be made on the 
overall oral health and well-being of thousands of people living in remote rural and tribal 
communities in India. 

 
 
GPM is proud of its collaboration with the IDA and its partners who include: TATA Memorial Center, the 
National Health Mission (NHM), Grameen First Foundation, Karkinos, and the Public Health Department 
of Maharashtra. This initiative is in addition to GPM's other oral health programs: the Healthy Homes 
and  'Gabriel Smiles Projects' in the Kalwa ‘slum’ in Mumbai (in collaboration with Humble Smile 
Foundation and IDA) and the Martha B. Leigh Community Dental Clinic operated by GPM 
 

Gabriel Project Mumbai (GPM) is an NGO that works with local communities in caring for 
vulnerable children in slums and under-served rural villages of Maharashtra, India, by 
providing a grassroots response to poverty, malnutrition, disease, illiteracy, hunger, and 
child labor in India.  
 
Founded in 2012, GPM uses a creative, compassionate, and carefully-crafted strategic 
approach of The Triad of Children’s Well-Being. By attending to three core issues 
simultaneously – education, health and nutrition – GPM creates the best environment to 
maximize the ability of vulnerable children to change the trajectory of their lives.  

Donate | GabrielProjectMumbai 
  

https://www.gabrielprojectmumbai.org/
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrLZC&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EIPpBeR&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrLZC&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EIPpBeR&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrLLv&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EJhXFen&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrLmB&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EEZbVSy&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrLP5&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=Eyn0tSJ&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrLP5&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=Eyn0tSJ&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SPrL89&mc=r5&s=3FQ5mY&u=Djt4&z=EhN2BZr&
https://www.gabrielprojectmumbai.org/donate
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Eliat 
14th anniversary of Eailat Bene Israellie Synagogue Shaare Shalom 30.6.2022 
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Essay competition 

 

We have very good response from the Bene-Israel community.  As of 28.6.2022 we have received 43% English essays, 35 Marathi 
essays and 22% Hebrew essays.  The results will be announced in our next issue due on 1.10.2022 
 

חיבורים  22%-חיבורים מאראתיים ו 35חיבורים באנגלית,  43%קיבלנו  28.6.2022-יש לנו היענות טובה מאוד מקהילת בני ישראל.  נכון ל
 1.10.2022בעברית.  התוצאות יוכרזו בגיליון הבא שלנו הצפוי ביום 

 

आम्हाला बेने-इस्रायल समुिायाकडून खूप चाांगला प्रव्तसाि व्मळाला आह.े  २८.६.२०२२ पयंत आपल्याला ४३% इांग्रजी व्नबांि, ३५ मराठी व्नबांि आव्ि 

२२% व्हबू्र व्नबांि प्राप्त झाले आहते.  1.10.2022 रोजी आमच्या पुढील अांकात व्नकाल जाहीर केला जाईल 

 

 

It has been decided that Judges will not be given the 
names of the participants  

 
Shaniwar Teli will number each essay and send it to the 

Judges with these numbers 
 

The judges will return the number of the winning essay. 
 

The winners will be announced in the coming issue on 
1.10.2022  
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We are looking for help in Hebrew and Marathi articles. More writers are also welcome. 

Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible 

Follow us on Face book and become our friends: https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1 

 

To Our Readers 

1. Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com 

2. Write to us about any BI business you run and would like to advertise free  

3. Please send us matrimonial to add to the classified poems and stories (Marathi English Hebrew) 

4. All your suggestions are welcome 

5. Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed. 

6. We are BI Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.   

7. No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.  

8. Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.  

9. There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.  

Disclaimer   

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong or 

misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private circulation. Only 

purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any abusive language is used 

against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shaniwar Teli is a collective team. No individual is 

responsible.  

 

 

Coming Dead Line to submit matter for next issue:   

Sept 15 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1
mailto:shaniwartali@gmail.com

