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Jews from Ajmer!

Let us be

part of this positivity and God’s blessing

Ajmer has a Bene-Israel
century from 19th/20th
century that saw its last
burial in 1954. There
were 60 graves but
today only 33 remains.
This Star of David and
Hebrew inscriptions are
graves of Bene-Israel of
those who were
employed by the
British to construct
Ajmer-Merwara region
during the 19th/20th
century.

Entrance to the Ajmer Jewish Cemetery
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As in Jabalpur and Nasik, here too there is some one we have to know.
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Ajmer is a historic city in Rajasthan, India, known for its rich cultural
heritage, religious significance, and stunning architecture.

Historical Background
Ajmer, founded by the 11th-century Rajput ruler Ajayadeva, is situated in the
northwestern Indian state of Rajasthan. The city was originally named "Ajaya
Meru," meaning "invincible hill," and it served as the capital of the Chauhan dynasty
until the 12th century. Over the years, Ajmer has witnessed various rulers,

including the Ghurids, Mughals, and Marathas, each leaving their mark on the city's
history and architecture.
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Visit Ajmer: Best of Ajmer, Rajasthan Travel . Places to Visit in Ajmer and Pushkar - Tourist Attractions
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Mr. Hanuman Parshad Bokoliya lives in Pushkar. The road distance

between Pushkar and Ajmer is about 15 km, and the journey typically
takes 30—40 minutes by car or taxi.

Unlike other places, Ajmer is strongly politically oriented due to many
foreign visitors. Strong pro-Palestine posters are displayed in this
region (Ajmer is a holy site for the Muslims). Many Israeli ex-army
solders prefer to visit and stay in Pushkar (a holy site for the Hindus)
that are just 15 km’s from each other.

Hanuman was introduced to Jews as he was manager of the hotel
where many Israelis came to stay from 1989 onwards. Due to his
knowledge of local places and management experience, he was
appointed as manager for the Chabad House was opened in Pushkar.

With time Hanuman become discovered about Jews from 19t / 20th
century living history in Ajmer. Later he became the contact person in | Mr. Hanuman Parshad
Ajmer for Adv. Raymond Gadkar who heads the Jewish Heritage Bokoliya

Trust JHT).
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Bene-Israel Cemetery in Ajmer

As we understand from Mr. Hanuman Parshad Bokoliya, there was a security
guard for the graveyard who died three years ago. The security guard’s sister took
over the place and wants to sell it. Besides her, there are builders who have eye
on this property.

We don’t have any official papers in our hands of this land which have to be
legally arranged for.

Hanuman says he had tried to investigate the possibility that the Jewish
cemetery be under the Chabad House, but without official papers in hand,
nothing can be done.

We are trying to get all the Bene-Israel Ajmarian’s together in a WhatsApp group
to discuss and decide how to preserve our heritage in Ajmer.

If you have any relationship with Ajmer, please send us a message at
shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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Pictures from the graveyard, Ajmer 2026
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Chabad House in Pushkar
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Ajmer Resident looks at his past
Ben Zeev Shlomo Ghosalkar

Shares with Shaniwar-Teli his old memories

| was born in Ajmer on 8 Sep 1948 in a local nursing home, to my parents Rachamim
and Elizabeth Moses (Ghosalker). My father Rachamim worked in the railway. They
had 5 daughters Data, Lilly, Sara, Ruby and Miryam and 3 sons Samy, David and
myself Solly. We left Ajmer 1960 when | was 12 years old for Mumbai. In Mumbai we
stayed in Maror, in civil aviation guard’s homes and | studied in Holy Cross High
school in Kurla. After my graduation | left for Israel, on Aug 1966 at age 18.
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My grandmother who was
married the second time with
Dr Samuel Korlekar who had a

son by name of Sukur, as seen
by the names on the graves

My parents. Rachamim
and Elizabeth Moses
(Ghosalker)

Marriage of my eldest sister at
British institute.

Hundred years
calendar of our
family.
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Last photo when we left India 1966. | am there wearing glasses.

My grand mother was from Bombay married into Ghosalker family. My grandparents
had son, my father by the name of Rachamim. Later due to plage in Bombay, my
grandfather passed away. Then my grandmother was married for second time to
Samuel a doctor in Ajmer who was a widower with son Suker. But my father kept the
family name as Ghosalkar. So, | too am a Ghosalkar.

In Israell lived since 1966 up to 2016 February in Lod and later moved to and Modine.

About Jewish Heritage Trust (JHT)

Dedication and Service with Proven Impact
Jewish Heritage Trust | Jewish Heritage Trust | Mumbai

JHT is involved in preserving Bene-Israel heritage where it
has been deserted. This includes;
Raigad
Jabalpur
Nasik
Nagpur
Ajmer

Panvel “Adv. Raymond Aaron
Gadkar
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# India stands with

Israel forever
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One of the most popular and beautiful spot in Pushkar where you will meet Israeli boys and girls

If you are a Bene-Israel Jew from a family from Ajmer, please contact us.
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Dr. Shulamith
Charikar
Editor

Leo Daniels
Producer
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