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This Newsletter was forced to be divided in two parts.
The date of the release of this issue was on 1 Oct. 2023. It was ready when some team members thought to delay its release and
include the pictures of Simchat Torah Celebration due on 7 Oct. 2023 and release on Sunday 8th Oct. 2023.
But the world changed on 7" Oct 2023.
Instead of adding Simchat Torah picture we divided the issue into part two to include the events of 7th. Oct. 2023 and after including
the death of our Bene-Israel solders in this war.
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Our Heartfelt Condolences!

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 16 Oct. 1, 2023

During last four month three
tragedies hit unexpectedly the
Bene-Israel Community.

In India two brothers Elaan
(25) & Israel Benjamin (22)
Waskar were lost to the
community in a storm.

In Israel father (60) Shai Silas
Nigrekar and son (29) Aviad
Nir fell prey to a terrorist
attack, shot at point blank
range.
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2nd Lt. Or Moses,
22, from Ashdod,
from the Home
Front Command
gave her life
protecting her
base from Hamas
Terrorists who
attached Israel on
7th. Sept 2023. Her
father had just
driven her to her
base a few hours
ago. She was one
of the first soldiers
who were killed.
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https://artsiona.com/torah-covers/

https://artsiona.com/commissions-selected-
private-and-public-works/torah-curtain-and-
torah-cover-commission/
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Bene Israel

lived in India for
over 2100 years—or
so their legends say.
In 175 BC, or
thereabouts, in the
reign of Antiochus
IV, the Bene Israel

ships down the Red
Sea and into the
Indian Ocean,
toward India.

The Bene Israel have

The Fiction and Non-fiction of
B.S.Benjamin/B.B.Dandekar

How many know about Bene-Israel Novel writer?
Benjamin Home (ku.edu)

For further information on any of these books e-mail the
author at: shen@ku.edu or write to him at A.B.Literary
House, P.O.Box 528, Lawrence, Kansas 66044, USA

fled Judea, sailing in

India had been established since the days of
King Solomon. (His Ophir, so some Bene
Israel believe, was the now-silted-in port of

Sopara near Surat on the West coast of India

David Rahabi

A historical novel
about the discovery of
Jews in India in the
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BB Doandehor

The novel, with nerve-
tingling suspense, binds
the characters in a plot
replete with surprising
twists. Yet is transcends
the ordinary class of the
genre. It towers above
the work of Le Carre,
Follett, Ludlum

and Deighton, because it
probes deep into the
human heart. And then
rips out what it finds
there with an almost
brutal candor.

It is a literary novel that explores, with brilliance, the
roots of racial tensions—not only in South Africa, but

in England as well.

St T The ethical questions are

103. AJDC -JCC Limud " twelfth century by an The Jewish | ;055 s David,
104. ORT-India @np‘:mﬂgﬂh Egyptian trader in ﬂmendment investigate reporter for the
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105. The new generation of Indian Isareli rest is Bene Israel SSTSETEES | her assignment to uncover the
107. JRU Sukkoth Retreat A legend. Jod _.:_:'; :"""-...:;::“:"'..:. identity of the Bada Saheb,
107. Building Sukkah, why neighbors fight — . . _ S=sEiSs T | whose megalomaniacal dream
108. Canada — Calaarv Jewish Federation BB Dandaker mixed Bene-Israel History with | | ==2== S22 s | it is to destabilize India. Set in

) ) gary . . fiction so well that people got confused New York, Bombay and
112. National Community for Indian Jews what was the real history and what was BB, Dandekar | Ahmedabad, THE JEWISH
111. Sargam Orchestra fiction. AMENDMENT
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From the Publisher’s Desk

Dear readers,
This is the last issue of Shaniwar Teli eNewsletter.

We have distributed 16 issues in 4 years. We have realized that our community is small and our
history, even smaller. We have covered all the history of the Bene-Israel community. All-
important articles statistics and research can be found in these 16 issues.

We have no interest in just updating who is doing what in the community as all this information is
updated on Facebook and now also on Shaniwar Teli, WhatsApp group too.

We would like to thank all the synagogues in India and Israel and all the groups in India & Israel
for giving us their effective support over last four years. | would like to thank all the Shaniwar Teil
team from Australia, Canada, England, Greece, India, Israel, New Zealand, Singapore and the USA
for keeping their deadlines so that the issue goes out on time. | sincerely thank, with all my
respect, Dr. Shulmith Charikar for supporting this effort as a strong pillar to the newsletter.

Lastly, | sincerely thank Mr. Nissim Moses for keeping a watch on us as a father would, and not hesitate in kicking our backs when we
behaved like a cowboy, shooting around aimlessly.

It was wonderful to know my community once again after 40 years. | lead the JRU YG in early 1980's and then knew our community
well. Shaniwar Teli re introduced me to the same community after 40 years. | discovered nothing much has changed, and | love my
community. We still have wonderful people who all want only good of the community, just that they all want to do it in their own way.
Others should follow them. They will not follow others. The egos are still too tall. The crab’s quality still persists, not just in India Bene-
India but in Bene-Israel’s of Israel too.

During Corona time our "Adopt a family" was a very successful project. We would like to thank all those families who offered help to
our Bene-Israel families in India. We know some of them are still helping monthly. We also thank Mr. Sassoon Phansapurkar for
suggesting the idea of adopting and sending us the details of the families that needed help.

Sincerely, Elijah(Leo) Daniels B.Sc. (Hons). MBA.
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From the Editorial’s Desk

Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter would like to thank all our readers for their immense support
they have shown us in the last few years. We take immense pride in our work and always
strive to exceed expectations. | would like to announce that this is the last issue.

Mr. Elijah (Leo) Daniel has spent an enormous amount of valuable time on this project
listening to the whims and fancies of all. We all have to thank Leo for this E-news. It was
his brain wave to start this E-newsletter. This newsletter helped us to come closer to one
another and solve various problems.

However, we have been enveloped by so many words that the point of the problem has
been lost as effectively as a needle in the haystack.

It is now felt that as we have a What's App group, all members can communicate with one
another, and various differences can be sorted out on this chat group. The Bene Israeli
worldwide has benefited with the E-newsletter, but time has come to move on to new
technology.

| would personally like to thank Leo and our team in Israel and worldwide for their support
in providing materials to us on time. Our cultural values are deeply rooted in our heritage.

Dr. Shulmith Charikar

It reminds me of what Lawrence Yeo has said " Creativity is largely about accepting that we
are always a work in progress and that no individual project has a definitive beginning or
end. It's the understanding that our creative potential is defined by the blending of our work
to create a general trend, which we hope is progressing in the right direction. "

We will keep issuing single subject pages where necessary.
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Letters

| want to express my
appreciation for the recent
positive and accurate coverage
that our organization received
in the latest edition of your
Newsletter. It is truly refreshing
to see a change in the tone and
content of your articles.
Moving forward, | would like to
foster a constructive and open
relationship between our
organization and the
Newsletter. | am confident that
our continued collaboration can
contribute to a better
understanding of our mission
and the positive impact we aim
to create in our community.

| look forward to future

opportunities for collaboration

and providing you with accurate

and up-to-date information

about our organization.
Wishing you all the
best. Yaffa, I0BI

We would request Shaniwar-
Teli to arrange to return our
donations from IJF/IOBI that we
had given in the year 2018 for
the repairs of the monument in
Navgao.

Nearly seven years have passed.

Nothing has been done. Now
we understand that the repairs
may cost cores of rupees
which is not possible for our
community to collet.

We would like to get our money
back with interest and
devaluation value added to it.
Money kept in the back keeps it
value.

Please guide us how to proceed.

Sincerely.
David Chandgaokar

Synagogue
Moses Koletkar
Panvel 2™ july, 2023

Dear Leon-Yes you and Dr.
Shulamite and your Whole
Team have Done Pioneering
Work in Promoting Awareness
the Proper and Better
Understanding of the true
Origin, Customs and Traditions,
Contribution of out Men,
Women, Scholars, Military
personal and others. Yes |
would Gladly Recommend the
Continued Dissemination, the
continued contribution of our
people opinions of Our People-
Who have Studied the Heritage
History, the Evolution of our
Culture ever since their Origin in
the Holy Land of Israel to India
their Sojourn In India (the Only
Place in The World Where Our
People Never Suffered Anti-
Semitism, Discrimination and
Hatred ) and return to The
Ancestral Homeland of their
own free Will and contribute to
its development, even though

they were treated unfairly by
some of their own kind who had
returned from other locations in
the world where they had
suffered from grotesques
conditions in the countries of
their sojourn there.

Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage
Bene Israel Genealogy Research

Thank to Moses, Yaffa, David
and Nissim for your letters.

David, we will discuss this
matter with JF/10BI and will
let you know.
Thanks dear Leo brother.
Shaniwar Teli volume is very
informative. All matters are
covered under one roof.
Blessing from Beth-El
Synagogue
Moses Koletkar
Panvel 2™ july, 2023
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Dear Leon,
Read The current Issue of the
Shaniwar Telis.

How come it is not
mentioned that the Beautiful
Ten Commandment Tablets
on the Awnings of the
Synagogue were donated by
Nissim Moses & his Wife
Beatrice and Romiel Daniel
his wife then participated in
its unveiling together with
Nissim Moses?

Further that Nissim and his
wife participated generously
in the Re dedication expenses
of the Synagogue.

Then again no mention was
ever made of the many
recent awards received by
Nissim Moses-??7??

Dear Brother

How r you?

| am proud of all your actions and thoughts for
the Indian community..And you are doing a
great job... stay blessed!!

| was thinking that if our leaders in our
community like YOU, Eliaz Dandekar, Nissim
Moses, Golan Sharikar...Leo Daniels, Samuel
kurulkar, llana Shuz, Moshe Sagaukar, Yaffa
Gupte and others...get together to discuss and
decide how to get this story of the Maharaja
saving Polish Jews .. in to history books in the
Education Committee of Israel and also in Yad
Veshaem..Jerusalem.

One person alone cannot do it and it's
important that you leaders should come
together and do things together as a team.
Then you will have power and success!!

| think Samuel Kurulkar wrote a letter to Yad
Vashem.. but not sure if he has received a
reply...that's sad!!!

Please see what you can do with our
fellowmen, Thanks, Ora Samson

Car prices in India, on Jan 24,1972

Make Ex-factory price | Increase | On-road price
Hindustan Rs 16,946 Rs 127 Rs 24,000
Ambassador

Premier Rs 15,946 Rs 259 Rs 22,000
Padmini

Standard Rs 16,539 Rs 459 Rs 22,700
Herald

7"\3

> _onweglc
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In 2023 world poulation

is 8.1 billion and Jewish

population 15.3 million.
Just 0.2%

"Don't send me flowers when I'm dead. If you like me,
send them while I'm alive."
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THE BENE-ISRAEL
OF THE KONKAN COASTOF
MAHARASTRA

An Ethnographic Study

/ )
By l
Dr. Shulmith Isaac Solomon

Dr. Shulmith Charikar is a silent but an
aggressive warrior. Whatever she decides, she
will do it. Once she lends support to a cause,
she will never back off or run away from
responsibilities. Unfairness is not accepted by
her and she strictly keeps things straight
forward.

Her knowledge of the community is amazing
with brilliant memory, with hardly anyone in the
community whom she does not know.

During 1980’s Shulmith led JRU YG as vice
president for many years and led the group as
president for a year. She is the editor of
Shaniwar-Teli e-Newsletter since Jan 2020.

Her ethnographic research on Bene-Israel is an
intensive work done over 30 years with pictures
and detailed descriptions.

Over 300 pages Manuscript researched
written and composed by
Dr. Shulmith Isaac Solomon (Charikar)

"As we look ahead into the next century,
leaders will be those who empower others."
Bill Gates

We at Shaniwar Teli are very proud to award our living legend crown to

Dr. Shulmith Charikar for her loved and dedication to our Bene-Israel Community.

Dr. Shulmith Charikar
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Award For Sincere Unselfish Community Service

COVID-19

Remember those COVID days? Many Bene-Israel families lost their source of income.
We had just issued our first Shiniwar-Teli newsletter in Jan. 2020 when news started
coming of closedown. AJDC were helping families but that was not enough. It was
then that Mr. Sassoon Phansapurkar approached us for help. Mr. Sassoon
Phansapurkar explained the serious problems many of Bene-Israel families were facing
who had lost total source of income. There was no hope for them.

We asked AJDC to share with us the list of needy family so that we can arrange help, but they refused. Not just
that, they issued an open letter against us that they are no way related to them if we collect money. We had
no idea how we could find such families as AJDC refused to cooperate. Then it was Mr. Sassoon Phansapurkar
who suggested and supported the “Adopt a Family” idea where the helping families will help the families in
India directly. Neither Shaniwar-Teli nor Sassoon was involved with the money and how much. Both families
spoke to each other and decided the best solution.

Sassoon started sending us the details of the needy families and we would forward it to the families in Israel,
Australia, Canada, USA, UK, New Zealand and Singapore. We were so proud when we had many more families
ready to help then the families that needed help. The helping families helped by sending money every month.
We know that some of them are still continuing to help. We were able to help so many families only because
of Mr. Phansapurkar. We had asked his kind wife Sinorha if they too needed help, but she said thanks, but they
were ok. We don’t need any help. Thank God.

In last 4 years we have worked with everyone in our community but have not seen so much concern for our
community as we saw with Mr. Sassoon Phansapurkar. “Adopt a Family” project was due to him. Those
families should thank Mr. Phansapurkar too bedsides those who adopted them.

Mr. Phansapurkar has also helped many Bl families in getting bodies of their dead from the hospitals for their
respectful Jewish burial instead of burning the bodies by Municipal offices in bulk. (Please also see last page).

Ph'ar%urkar--
Jewish Angel Award
We are proud to award our
“Jewish Angel Award” for his
unselfish community work to
Mr. Sassoon Phansapurkar
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Shaniwar Teli always appreciates more, those community members who do things for the benefit of the whole community, without
any selfish motives. During these last four years, besides Mr. S. Phanspurkar there are more people who have impressed us. We want
to add them to our “Wall of Fame”. In previous issues we have already decelared the people on our “Wall of Fame”. Now we add;
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Mr. Avihay Bastekar
Avihay collects old Bene-lIsrael
books to scan them to preserve our
heritage. Through his Piyyut India
WhatApp he collects and saves old
tunes of Bene-Israel prayers.

Mr. Herzl Bhonkar

After the Memorial in Navgao if anything
useful that was built for the community

for the community in Raigad was the
candle lighting cabinate at the Elijah
Rock.

Mr. John Perry
Setting aside ego and pride, Mr.
Perry shared the donors list from
2018 telling the community that
over 3 Lacs Rs. were collected that
is now with IJF (perhaps doubles
with time)

Mr. Golan Charikar
There were and are eligible Bene-
Israel Jews in whom Jewish Agency
has rejected. Golan and his group
Masale work hard on these rejected
files to bring these immigrants to
Israel.

L

He has recently published
a book with QR codes that | wwznewun
.. ol b Re ey
takes you the the original Fz
song sung and saved on "
the YouTube. Selfless
service to the community.

"‘1

Raigad Jewish Association
took the initiative under
leadership of Herzl.
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There was no repair done
since 1918 to the
memorial, for which the
money was collected. This
money should be returned
back by IJF to the donors.




“Shaniwar-Teli”?

"Rl

| am always asked this question.

What is the meaning of “Shaniwar-Teli”?
Answer:

Our ancestors landed in India during the
year -175 BCE due to a storm. They knew to
extract oil from olives as they came from
Levy’s tribe. So they started extracting oil in
India from local fruits.

Teli:

In India people who extract oil are called
“Teli” by profession.

Shaniwar:

As our ancestors were Jewish, so they did
not work on Saturday. Saturday is called as
“Shaniwar” in local language.

Shaniwar-Teli:

They became popular as “Shaniwar-Teli” or
Oil extractors who did not work on
Saturdays

It was this name of “Shaniwar-Teli” that
made the British to invite a Rabbi from
London to investigate if we were Jews,
1400 years later.

The name “Shaniwar-Teli” is a miracle of
God to bring us back to our land.
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Know your Leader / S{TT&IT AATHT Se@T /%W Aa'nann NX 1D

Since we asked the question if a memorial should be
made for Mr. H.S. Kehimkar, | have been asked several
times, who is Mr. Kehimkar?
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Haeem Samuel Kehimkar (1830-1909) was a Bene-Israel
Jew. He was appointed as Post Master (highest position
in British Post office services) of the Head Office of
General Post Office (GPO) at (Victoria Terminal (VT).

Mr. Kehimkar did many deeds that benefited the Bene-
Israel community. One of them was, as Jews, he made
the Bene-Israel soldiers as Europeans. Because of this
Bene-Israel solders got much higher salary.

Mr. Kehimikar built the first Bene-Israel school called as

“Israel School” that is now famous as Eli Kadoori School.

He also built the first Bene-Israel Prayer Hall in Bombay.

The most important deed he did for the Bene-Israel
community was that he wrote the history of the
community. He also wrote about Bene-Israel Jewish
customs and traditions.
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He wrote this book in 1880. But he found no one to print
it. He died in 1909.

Mr. Kehimkar left behind his rich manuscript “History of
the Bene-Israel of India," with tons of information on the
history and customs of the Bene Israel community. It
was published in Tel Aviv in 1937 on the initiative of Mr.
Immanuel Olsvanger, a South African Jew.

The book gave the Bene-Israel community a respectful
identity. This book proved a very strong evidence of
Bene-Israel people being Jews. Based on this book the
Bene-Israel community was accepted in Israel.

%)

[fes &'a
Mazgao Bene-Israel Cemetery
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Best Young Scientist Award for Ameeta Haeems in Ahmadabad

We got this information from Nissim Moses.

We asked for the information but they did not send any to Nissim or us. Perhaps due to the war.

Recent attack on Israel took me back to the memories of the
book | had read during my collage days; Exodus by Leon Uris
(written in 1958). The book ended sadly with Dafna’s dead
naked body being found in a farm. She was raped multiple
times by the Arabs and tortured to death in 1958.

This is what happened on Oct. 7, 2023.

Same author wrote Haj in 1985 that the Palestine side of the
story and the book ends with Ibrahim slipping back into
primitivism and kills his daughter.

Nothing has changed in last 3500 years.

LEOY, DRI

Leo Daniels
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What was the Origin of the Bene-Israel
Surnames/Family Names?
By
Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage and Bene Israel Genealogy Research

Though the Bene-Israel’s prayed in Hebrew like other Jews, and like most Jews

living in the Diaspora (Galut) they often did not understand most of the Nissim Moses has done an remarkable job in
language. Like most Jews elsewhere in the world, they adapted their names to preserving the history of Bene-Israel
the lingua of the national and cultural environment of the people among whom (Shaniwar-Teli) Israeli-Indians.

they lived. This adaptation of names to the cultural environment has happened

three times in the past history of the Bene-Israel and is currently happening L )
again in Israel. The community is very thankful to him.

During the 1600°s the Bene-Israel livid mainly in the princely states of the Sidi e I g
of Janjira (Muslim Princes) and that of the Angres-Maratha Princes (Hindu), | 9
which were later combined into the Bombay Presidency by the British. This
included within its boundaries the Konkan (Today Raigad District) Region,
which was the locality of their original advent and sojourn in India as per their
traditions. The first modification of the surnames was the addition of “Kar™ to
the names as in the local Hindu tradition. The second modification of the names
was the adaptation of the names into their locally acceptable form e.g. Samuel
became Samaji, Yehezkel became Hassaji, Abraham became Abbaji, Isaac
became Issaji, Jacob became Yacobji, David became Dawoodji or Dadaji. In the
case of women’s names, the common word “bai” (Meaning Lady) was added like
initially Sonabai, Sacubai, and later Leahbai, Sipphorabai, Hannahbai, Rifkabai
(Rabcobai) etc. Then during the time of the British in India the third
modification was initiated. There was a conversion from these names to their
anglicized form, which is the current status of most names like Solomon,
Abraham, Isaac, Daniel, David, etc. However, the tradition of using the father’s
name as the middle name and the family name as the surname was retained.
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Surnames were changed from Killekar to Kelly, Pingle to Pringle, Ashtamkar to
Ashton, Kolatkar to Kolet, Korlekar to Corley, Charikar to Cherry, etc. or later
on, in some cases one of the grandfather’s names was retained as the surname in
the anglicized form and the family name was dropped except when used in
communal affairs or in the synagogues. That is why, one will see among the
Bene-Israel a multitude of anglicized new surnames even though they were
originally from the same family e.g. today some of the descendents of Shmuel
Talkar go as Moses, some as Daniel, some as Ezekiel, some as Isaac, and some as
Abraham. This same trend also occurred amongst the descendents of say the
Awaskar’s or Nagaonkar’s and others. The result was that though one may find
today two Bene-Israel families with the surname of say Moses or Daniel, there
could be absolutely no direct family link. On the other hand one might be able to
find some ancestral link, if one were to trace the roots back through the original
family surnames. That is why, in the development of the Bene Israel Communal
Family Tree, every effort has been made to record the lineage through the
original surname/family names rather than their existing surnames, though
today the family may not be using that original surname. In Israel, the names
are now being Hebraized where Solomon has reverted to Shlomo, Moses to
Moshe and Samson to Shimshon etc.

Up to very recently a Bene-Israel person was traditionally identified by his
personal name, followed by his father’s name and then tenaciously followed by
his surname e.g. Talkar, Awaskar etc. This occurred especially in synagogues,
religious ceremonies and blessings, in some sort of a determined forefather
directed sub-conscious communal effort to maintain historical links to ones
ancestral roots, but this later changed as mentioned above except in the
synagogues of the Bene-Israel.

Name Hebrew Meaning Remarks
Waord
Agarwarkar Agar Bar Collector  of  forest
ltems
Aptekar Apotek A Pharmacist, A Compounder
Ashtamkar Az Stam Then in Vain Some known as
Ashton
Ashtivkar
Awaskar Awaz Goose Goose keeper
Bamnolkar
Bandarkar No village Sounds of
Local Dialect
Bhastekar Bhasta A small shop
Bhinjekar Not in the Book of B.
J. Israel
Bhonkar Ba Hon In Wealth No village
Bhorupkar
Birwadkar Mot in the Book of B.
J. lsrael
Biswatkar Sounds of Local
Dialect
Borgaonkar Bor Gaon Hole-Clever Person Well
Kholablar Kolav Coat Hangar
Killekar Kille Hernia Some known as Kelly
Kolabkar Kolav Coat Hangar
Koletkar/Kolatkar | Kolet To Receive/ Accept Some known as Kolet
Korlekar Kor Li Cold For me Some  known  as
Corley
Kurulkar
Malekar Male Full
Malyankar
Masilkar Masil Save, Life Guard Some known as
Masil
Hargarkar Bor Ciar Hole-Residelive W el
Baorlekar Bior La Hole- Me My Well
Chandgaonkar
Chankar San T'o Maove, MNote i Hebrew three
Samach T'vpe of Cherry, alphabets creale
Sheeri- Shan | To Make sumudar phonehic
Isam- soiund
Sadhick
Chordekar Chor Lk Hole Enowgh
Cheulkar Sheeul Liraves Liraves afl Lhett
Anceslors

=
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Mr. Benjamin J. Israel in his excellent book see ref 2 below, on the names of the
Bene-Israel’s has succeeded in developing a very informative listing of the large
and wide variety of names in existence today. It could also have happened that
some of the names developed variations in spelling and pronunciation. Over the
centuries, together with the name “Indianization Process”, there grew the belief
that,

*“The Bene-Israel names originated from, or that they adopted the names of the
villages they lived in the Konkan Area”.

This theory has also been proposed/accepted and supported by many scholars
(Ref-1) Haeem Samuel Kehimkar — The History of The Bene Israel of India) and
other historians and as a result has become quite entrenched into the Bene-
Israel traditional beliefs. The origin of this theory was the probably the
tradition of the local/indigenous/regional tradition of the residents of the
Konkan area to adopt the name of their village as their family names. This
probable relationship was highlighted to me during a recent discussion with Mr.
Haim Ghiuzeli- Director of the Database Department of the Diaspora Museum
in Tel Aviv.

In the opinion of the author, this is a misconception that developed due to the
fact that over a period of time, after the arrival of the ancestors of the Bene-
Israel in India; like most Jews elsewhere in the world, they stopped speaking (in
Hebrew/Aramaic or whatever language that was spoken by their forefathers at
that time). With the gradual fading of the language of their forefathers into
memory, there resulted a loss in understanding, origin and meaning of their
Surnames/Family Names. But, due to some impetus from a sub-conscious
memory, the tenacious utilization and retention of the original family names in
all communal and religious functions, in my opinion, was a concerted effort on
the part of the forefathers of our community to retain links in some sort of a
way, to their ancestral past.

A Brief List of Known Bene-Israel Names and

Their Probable Hebrew Root

Chimeholkar
Dandekar
Dihaokarkar Lie Drakeer To Stab
Dhghiorkar
Dhvekar I Ve Envugh —And
Dosiscdbiar Dravad or Mo village by thas
Uncle 1T
Erulkar
Ciadkar Ciaad Imbe ol lsmel Mo villlage
Ciarapkar Mo village
Ciarzulkar
Ciosalkar Ciozal Young of a bind
Cinlabkar W emed Faose Indian Word lor Rose
{Bosmen)
Jharadkar Yurud, Gio Dewn, Emagrate Some koown o oas
Jharad
Jharatkar
Jiltekar
Kamarlekar
kanadlekar kanidel Also a mame among [ Some  known as
Ashkman Jews kandel
Kasukar Kasu Angry
Ik hamik ar khum Hol, Warm,
K hamdalkar
K harlkar
K harvalkar
Kehimkar Hiim Lafe
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In the opinion of the author the Bene-Israel Family Names did not originate in
the names of the villages that they lived in, but rather the village names
developed from the names of the original (probably the first) Bene-Israel Family
inhabitants living at that location and around whose homes the village grew.

After a careful review of the data on family names and their modifications over
the years, the author would like to contest the misconception or theory, that
“The Bene-lsrael adopted the name of the villages they lived in as their
Family/Surname™, due to the following reasons:

1. The name of a person generally originates in the language spoken by the
community as a whole.

2. The language spoken by the Bene-Israel (The Konkan Region) was and is
Marathi and this was the case for several hundreds of vears into the past
and probably in some ancestral form a dialect of Marathi from the time of
their arrival in India.

3. Most of the names referred to by Mr. Benjamin Israel ref (2), in his book
have no meaning in the Marathi language.

4. On the other hand from the list attached below, one will observe in many
cases a very close resemblance of the Bene-Israel Family names and
Hebrew words and their meaning. Some may tend to consider this to be
just coincidental. (paragraph 12 below reviews this subject)

5. A look at the total area in question in which these names originated-
approximately 2,500 square kilometers in the Konkan Area (see high
lighted in the map below). It does appear strangely coincidental that, such
a large number of villages in this area (relatively large for the days when

A Brief List of Known Bene-Israel Names and

Their Probable Hebrew Root

Mazgaonkar Me Az | From Then a Genius
Gaon
Mehdekar
Mehndrekar No village
Morbekar
Nagaonkar Na Gaon See Genius
Nowgaonkar Neve Gaon | Place of Clever Persons | The traditional site of
the ancestral graves
Mogothenekar
Nowgharkar Sounds of Local
Dialect
Pabrekar Farbre Also a name among
Ashkenazi Jews
Paprekar Mot in BJ Israel
Penkar Pen If Not, Lest
Pezarkar Le Fazer To Distribute
Pingle Fingle Also a name among | Some known as
Ashkenazi Jews Pringle
Plukar Plu To Fail
Pugaonkar Po Gaon Here is a Genius
Razpurkar Raz Pur Secret, Precious Stone:
Fate
Ramrajkar Ram Raz Thunder: Secret,
Precious Stone
Ramraskar Ram Ras Running, Thunder
Raspurkar Running, Fate
Rohekar Rohe Shepherd
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6. there were no roads and mechanized transportation) had names with no
origin in Marathi or the local dialect. On the other hand, the names of so
many villages in this area are traceable to Hebrew roots as shown in the
table. Further, sometimes more than two to three villages (often in close
proximity and sometimes further apart) had the same name traceable to
Hebrew roots. However, in the same table one will observe, there are quite
a few names for which the author has still not been able to trace their
Hebrew/Aramaic roots. But, one will notice in the table several names
compounded from two Hebrew words

( &)
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A page from Haggada with Marathi and
Hebrew text, printed in Mumbai in 1880
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The Highlighted Area is the
Original Location of the Bene-
Israel in India. They arrived near
Navgaon, just south of Alibagh
& then spread over this region.

The Total Land Area highlighted
is approximately 2500 Sq. Km.

First the migration took place to
Bombay, then to the rest of India
& finally to Israel and other
places in the world.

In 1890 they were approximately
12,000 in number, in 1953,
35,000 in numbers and today
they number approximately
90,000 plus all over the world.

Map of Konkan Area
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Saigaonkar Not a village as per
.......................... book of B, Israel.
B.J. Israel claims this | Village exists in map
name originated in the | sent by Joshua
village of Ivle. Benjamin.
Sankar
Sassonkar Sasson Joy/Happiness Later known as
Sassoon
Satamkar Satam To Shut Up or Silence | No village
Shapurkar Shipur  or | Improvement or
Sapir Sapphire
Shikolkar Shikul To Weigh/Consider
Shirgaonkar Shir Gaon | Song Genius Not in B.J. Israel
Shirkolkar Shir Kol Song, Voice No Village
Shrivardhankar Sounds of Local
Dialect
Sogaonkar
Songaonkar Son Gaon | Sheep, Genius Sone Ve Bacar
Talegaonkar Tale Gaon | Deer - Genius Clever as a Deer
Talkar Tal Dew
Tarankhopkar Sounds of Local
Dialect
Thalkar({Same as
Talkar)
Umerdekar Omer i To Say Enough
Varulkar
Varsulkar
Wadawkar Sounds of Local
Dialect
Wakrulkar
Wakulkar
Walwatkar
Wargharkar
Waskar
Wavekar
LZawlikar Not listed in  BJ

Israel’s book.
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7. Mr. Benjamin Israel in his well researched book (ref-2) (Israel, Benjamin
J., The Jews of India,- Jewish Welfare Association.-Published by Mosaic
Books, B-17, 2™ Floor, Lajpat Nagar, Part 2, New Delhi 110024, 1998) on
page 114, states that often two or more villages in the Konkan Area,

sometimes in the same district and sometimes in the same sub-division had
the same name. As a result of which it became quite difficult to identify
which one of the multiple villages with the same name, is the village from
which a particular surname originated. Earlier, according to him Mr.
Tarankhopkar (1929) too, had the same difficulty.

Further, some of the villages or hamlets have ceased to exist and as a
result, do not appear in official records. Mr. Israel Benjamin also states
that the names may have been derived from hamlets, wadis, or padas. The
above statements in the opinion of the author are very important
observations that go towards supporting the theory that the village name
originated in the name of the particular Bene-Israel Family residing at
that location for a considerable period of time in the distant past. Where,
some of the residential locations evolved into hamlets, and then in time
with sufficient growth into a village. If on the other hand the
person/family stopped residing there at that location and the hamlet or
wadi, was purchased by some one else or absorbed into another village,
that location lost its identity with relation to the Bene-Israel family that
had livid there, though the person continued to hold his family name.

Finally, it would seem reasonable to assume that when a family bifurcated
into two or more closely located residential locations that each residential
location as mentioned by Mr. Benjamin Israel would be identified with the
family residing there. At this point, the author would like to draw the
reader’s attention to the second part of paragraph 7 and 8 below. This

Prophet Elijah

Common Bene-Israel Prayer Halls during
1700-1800
There were about 325 such prayer halls in
Raigad
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fact, in its self would sufficiently explain why some
village/hamlet/surnames survived and why some disappeared. On page
118,119 Mr. Benjamin Israel refers to the village “Borli” which according
to him originated the name “Borlekar”. As the case in point, the author
would like to refer the reader to the table of surnames presented below,
where “Bor” means “hole” and “Li” means “me”, both of Hebrew origin.
The author would like to surmise that, as the Bene-Israel population grew,
parts of the Borlekar Family lived at each of those locations held property
at those locations at some period of time in parallel or otherwise. As a
result each of those residential locations was the residence/hamlet/village
of a person from Borli or Borlekar family and thus the villages adopted
the name “Borli”. Another example would be the two surnames Nagaon
and Navgaon (Navgav). B. J. Israel shows that both are common to
Alibagh Tahsil close to where the ancestors of the Bene-Israel are
supposed to have first arrived. Nevertheless, then he shows Nagaon

villages to be also in other Tehsil locations like Mangaon, Sudhagad, Uran
and Mahad. These are relatively far from the location of the original
arrival of the Bene-Israel. They were probably villages established by the

descendents of the original family bearing the name of Nagaon.

From the list of Bene-Israel names published in the book of Mr. Benjamin Israel
(ref. above) on pages 122 to 128 and 129 to 134, three significant anomalies are

quite obvious:

7.10ne will note that: a few Bene-Israel names have no village of origin

e.g. Doodkar.

Bene-Israel Profession was of Industrial Oil Pressing for cbatiné
fishing boats and war ships to protect its hull.
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7.2Then again Benjamin Israel stipulates/claims and attributes that
certain surnames originated in a village with a completely different
name e.g. the village of *Sai” is said to have been the origin for the
surname Ivlekar, but two pages later also originated the name
Saigaonkar. This could only imply that two different families
resided in that village and not the way Mr. Benjamin Israel claims.
Taking Mr. Benjamin’s hypothesis to the extreme, it would be like
stipulating that because the Talkar and Korlekar families lived in
Awas, that the village of Awas originated their names.

N.B.: A map of the Konkan Region, recently sent to the author by
Mr. Joshua Benjamin Ex Chief Architect to the Government of
India in a personal communication does show the location of many
villages, which in the book of Mr. B. J. Israel were not traceable or
the surname was traced to another village e. g. Saigaon.

7.3 Further, one will note that many surnames in spelling and
pronunciation barely resemble the village names, even after taking
into account that some corruption or deviation may have occurred,
Such significant deviations in relating the village name to the
surnames all the more lends credence to the theory that the
surnames did not originate in the village names.

8 During the author’s childhood days, when he used to visit his Grand
Mother’s Wadi (mango/coconut orchards) in the village of Awas, one fact
about this village was very conspicuous. In the center of the village lived a
Bene-Israel family with the family name of Awaskar (person’s nickname was
Babu, descendent last known to be living in one of the suburbs (Kiryat Ata)
of Haifa, Israel) and only he, in the whole village of several hundred

Two Salt less, oil less Kadak (Hard) Roti (bread) cooked on fire
to be used as Chala for the Bene-Israel Sabbath prayers

Haeem Kehinkar

1930-1909
The book that

placed Bene-Israel
on the World Map
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inhabitants, had the surname Awaskar. In the opinion of the author, the
village in time grew around his ancestral home and as a result it took his
family name and not the other way around. Incidentally, this Awaskar
family, were oil pressers (Shanwar Telis- the ancestral/original occupation of
the Bene-lIsrael upon arrival in India) and managed in parallel the general
store of the village from their home (both, very significant facts, which the
author will refer to later, when discussing the status of the Bene-Israel in
Indian Society in the Konkan area.

9 This same scenario was repeated, with respect to the house of one Mr. Haim
Samuel Kehimkar (same as the author of the History of the Bene-Israel in
India) who incidentally was the author’s grandmother’s father. His house Rt ;
too, was centrally located in the village and only his family bore the same Ee i

name as the village, which then had several hundred inhabitants. The amily

property of the Kehimkar’s was referred to as Kehimkaran Chi Wadi- i.e.

the wadi of the Kehimkar’s.

N.B. Social Anthropologists from abroad not knowing the past history of the
villages and their residents would most probably overlook such an observation.
During a recent visit to the Konkan region the author observed the following: In
Pen there was still a Penkar family residing there, in Awas and Kehim, there are
no more Awaskars or Kehimkars remaining in the village of Awas and Kehim.
In the village of Thal near Alibagh there live the family of Mr. Levy Bhonkar
who at one time operated an original ox drawn oil press.

10 My Grand Parents (Talkers) and the family of the parents of the late Mr.
Dan Corley (Korlekars- a family now living in Ramat Gan, Israel) owned
extensive property and lived for a very long period of time (more than 40
years to the best of the author’s knowledge) in Awas but never adopted or
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changed their name to Awaskar. *But, in the village of Awas and the
surrounding areas, the property of my grand parents was known as Talkaran
chi Wadi — i.e. the Wadi of the Talkers.” Today it is not called so, but for
several years (more than 25 years after the Wadi was sold to a third party) to
the best of the author’s recollection it was still called “Talkaran Chi Wadi”.

11 It is important to note that many Jews lived in Bombay, Pune, Ahmedabad,
Karachi, Revdanda, Mandwa, Alibagh, Rewas, Thana, but, one will not find
even one Bene-lIsrael family name affiliated with any of these towns or
villages. Some Awaskars, supposedly the first immigrants to the Bombay City
area were jokingly called Mumbai Kars at one time. However, the surname
of Mumbaikar was never adopted by any of the families. Again in Mandwa

There is a Wakrulkar Family owning extensive property there till today who
are sometimes fondly referred to as Mandwakars, but no more than that.

12 1. In paragraph 4 above certain persons have remarked that the similarity
of the Bene-Israel surnames to Hebrew words may be just coincidental.
In order to study this aspect, a check was made of the adjacent regions of
equivalent size to that marked in the map shown in paragraph 5 above
and still in the Bombay Presidency Marathi speaking region. Strangely
though villages with similar Marathi origin names reoccurred in those
regions, the author could not find any village names traceable to Hebrew
roots in those adjacent regions.

2. Another rebuttal of the subject of coincidence is that it may be possible to
have one word family names being similar to, or traceable to, Hebrew
roots such as Sasson, Awas, Tal etc. then how does one then explain

Maurya Empire
Maurya Samrajya

322 BCE - 184 BCE
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by the location of Ashoka's inscriptions, and

visualized by historians: Vincent Arthur Smith;!"I R.
C. r‘."lajumdar;iz and historical geographer Joseph
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Bene-Israel stayed in India from
175 BCE to 1947 ACE (2000+years)

Bene-Israel arrived during Maura Empire ruling in West

India.

family names incorporating composite Hebrew words like “Shir Kol”,
“Ram Raz”, *Ram Ras”, Shir Gaon”,” Ba Hon", etc. Even the
pronunciation of the Marathi word for village “Gav” the family name
was pronounced as “Gaon™, this at least among the Bene-Israel could not
have been a corrupted form of pronunciation though it was probably
convenient to relate “Gaon” to “Gav”. Incidentally “Gav” in Hebrew
means “Back”.

Dynasties and entities that ruled the region include, in
chronological order, the Maurya, the Western Satraps,
the Satavahana dynasty, Rashtrakuta dynasty, Western
Chalukyas, the Bahamanis, Deccan sultanates, Mughals,
the Maratha Empire founded by Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, and the British.
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As a result the author’s conclusion is that the Bene-Israel’s never adopted,
changed or took the names of the villages that they lived in, but that the
village's name originated from the resident Bene-Israel family around whose
property the village grew. The names of the Bene-Israel, have in his opinion,
historically originated from the Hebrew or Aramaic language; or some
earlier dialect of the language spoken by their forefathers prior to their
exodus from the land of Israel or advent into India, sometime prior to, or
after the destruction of the first temple. Some of the names in the list though
appear to be an indigenized form of the original Hebrew names translated
into the local dialect. This may have been due to the reason that the
descendents of the original ancestors having lost fluency with the language of
their forefathers translated or created the name in the local language. This
has been done by Jews in other parts of the world.

However additional work needs to be performed in order to trace the
Hebrew or Aramaic roots of the other Bene-Israel names whose roots have
still not been traced.

Given in attached table is a list of Bene-Israel Surnames along with the
translation of the word in Hebrew for obtaining an indication of its probable

source.

References

1. Kehimkar, H. 5. The History of the Bene-Israel of India, Printed at the Dayag Press Ltd., Tel

Aviv Mikve Israel Street 21. 1937

2. lsrael, Benjamin J1., The Jews of India.- Jewish Welfare Association,-Published by Mosaic

Books, B-17. 2™ Floor. Lajpat Nagar, Part 2, New Delhi 110024. 1998
3. Tarankhopkar, Abraham Samuel, :Bene Israel, Friends of Israel, Vol V Nos 7-8-9,
July —August-September 1920, Bombay (in Marathi)

(Article—Reproduced & Expanded From The CD Book The Heritage Of The
Bene Israel in India By Nissim Moses)

Raigad Jewish Village names
based on Jewish owner of the
farm (later became villages)

<

Jlewish Names + Profession

O

Jewish Name + Farmer

O

Jewish Name + Ikar (Farmer)

O

Jewish Name + Kar (slang)

O

Tal (70) + Kar =Talkar
Gozal (7n11a ) + Kar = Gosalkar
Kehim (O"n) + Kar = Kehimkar
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Hebrew Roots of Bene Israel Family Names

Family Name Hebrew Roots Translation
kar ikar Farmer
Agarwarkar Agar Bar Collect of Items from the wild
Ashtamkar Az-Stam Then in Vain
Borgaonkar Bor-Gaon Well, Hole-Clever Person
Cheulkar Sheul Graves
Gadkar Gad Tribe of Israel
Gosalkar Gozal Young of a Bird
Kehimkar Kheim Haeem-Life
Kolabkar Kolav Coat Hangar
Kolatkar Kolat To Receive/Accept
Malekar Male Full
Masilkar Masil Save, Life Guard
Nagaonkar Nagaon See a Genius
Nowgaonkar Nowgaon New Genius or Place Clever Persons
Pezarkar Pezar Distribute, Spread, Feather Brained
Ramraskar Ram-Ras Running Thunder
Rohekar Rohe Shepherd
Sassonkar Sasson Rejoicing
Satamkar Satam To Close or To Shut one up
Shirkolkar Shir-kol Song-Voice
Talkar Tal Dew
Talegaonkar Tale Deer
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Memories: Origin of Community holding a one Eliyahoo Hannavi 'Malida' ceremony together in Bl community

We lived in Dongri, which together with the neighboring streets that comprised Noor Baug,

J.J. Hospital, Sandhurst Road, Umerkhadi , Mazgaon and Char Naal had a majority of Bene SAAT.RA-Sf/-\ 2023 :
Israeli community, much more than those at Jacob Circle (Saat Rashta) and Parel in the e T
1950s.

-

™
. o o P

Hence, the local synagogue, the Etz Haeem Synagogue in Umerkhadi together with Gate of
Mercy Synagogue (Juni Mashid) and Shaare Ratzon Synagogue (Navi Mashid) were not
enough to accommodate the large number of Bene Israelis. So the High Holiday prayer
services: Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Simchat Torah would be held at Sir Elly Kadoore
School in Mazgaon. In fact, the Chanukkah festival would have entertainment, dramas and
competitions for eight nights in the school auditorium.

The community members were well acquainted with the happenings in Israel through news,
relatives who had settled in Israel and various organizations including the Bombay Zionist
Association, the Indian Zionist Organization that also promoted Aliya to Israel.

= Dongri in 1950's
o J

| had the fortune to be one of the founders of the Jewish Youth Association and still vividly
remember the various tasks we undertook including Hebrew classes on Sunday mornings,
entertainment program etc. Most of us from the youth group had broken away from the
Bombay Zionist Association and joined hands with M.D.Japeth, a well known journalist and
editor to form the Indian Zionist Organization.

Hence when the Six Day War broke out on June 5th, 1967 we were worried about the
Jewish State and our family members there. .The war was fought between 5th and 10th
June 1967 by Israel and the neighboring states of Jordan, Syria, and Egypt.
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Not content with the news reports in the newspapers and there was very little of it on All India Radio (in the absence of electronic
media) we relied on M.D.Japeth, due to his association with the media and relations with the Consulate General of Israel in Bombay.
From the second night of the Six Day War, over a hundred Bene Israelis would attend a meeting at the large terrace of our Chinwalla
Building, courtesy my father, Isaiah Aaron Perry who was the President of the building association and hence could use it freely.
Around the fourth or the fifth day of the war, keeping in mind the typical Bene Israeli practice of having an Eliyahoo Hannavi Malida,
we resolved to have a community Malida if Israel won the war.

Of course, like always, Prophet Elijah heard our prayers and a grand Malida ceremony was held at the Sir Elly Kadoorie School in
Mazagon which was attended by over 400 men, women and children. Our Jewish Youth Association did not have the finances to bear
the cost and hence we collected Rupee One from each individual.. That was the beginning of Bene Israeli community Malida. Later,
some very rich members of the community would give an open invitation to the whole community and would offer Biryani to all those
present. Our association had offered the basic food needed. But we were the pioneers!

| still remember the names and faces of those associated with the Jewish Youth Association and their activities that included: Elijah
Waskar, Sammy Shapurkar, George Nagavkar, Abraham Waskar, Noah Massil and of course, quite a number of our girls some of whose
names | still remember, as they were known before marriage: Sarah Pezarkar, Esther Sankar, Olivia Moses, Eliza Perry.

(Sincerely apologize if | have forgotten the names of some members of our committee).

John Perry

ALIBAG (*Elibaug), Indian town on the Konkan Coast, south of Bombay; formerly the leading settlement of

the *Bene Israel community. Its synagogue, "Magen Avot," was founded in 1840 (rebuilt in 1910) on the initiative of

the hakham Shalom Shurrabi, author and sponsor of liturgical works for the Bene Israel community. Alibag was the favorite resort of
retired military personnel of the Bene Israel group and the center of Hebrew instruction for youth from neighboring Bene Israel
settlements. The historian of the community, Hayyim Samuel Kehimkar , was born in Alibag. The synagogue in Alibag was still
functioning in the beginning of the 21 century.

*Alibaug (Elibaug): The name of this place is after a Bene-Israel Jewish man called Eli who had a beautiful garden. Admiral Kanhoji
Angre who was the Naval commander for the Maratha use to visit Eli and appreciate his garden. He named the place Elibaug. The
British misspelled it with a A instead of E. British are known to write wrong many names as they wrote by hearing the name.
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Legend behind Elijah’s Rock in Khandala, Raigad.

Eliyahoo Hanave Taap. Khandala, Raigad.
This is a legend. Jews were washed off to the shores of Konkan in 175 BCE. They wanted to thank
God for saving their lives. The Jewish way of thanking God is by sacrificing an animal.
So they sacrificed a cow. But in India cow is considered holy and no one can kill cows.
So the local Hindu's came in a huge crowd with weapons to kill the few stranger Jews.
It is said that at that time an angel of Jews Eliyahoo came down in his cart to save the Jews.
His cart wheels scratched on a rock leaving a track mark and the foot of the horse left a mark on
the rock. This rock is still in the same place. Jews come to this rock to pay their respects. There
may be other stories about this rock, but this fits the best with the history of the Shaniwar-Teli

Jews of India.
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from Mumbai to Tel Aviv and
e vice-versa from October-end.
, This is a fantastic opportunity to
bring Jewish tourists here.
. We have worked with
the Maharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation to de-
velop private and group tours for
Jewish sites across the city,"
Shoshani told the media
on Wednesday.
Shoshani also said that the
Israeli Consulate seeks to de-
velop similar routes across other

regions of India, such as Cochin,

also slated to be part of the

| event, Roth and the Israeli dele-
m mﬁi Jewish Route. Located in the gateslaida wreath on them
have been living in India, espe- heartof Colaba, the house —also mmmmmw .
cially in Mumbai, for the past ~ known as Nariman House — is timsof26/11 attacks. m
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in 1992, to see the Jewish her-  tacks. Six of its occupants, in- anattackon gvgp;stnall com
itage in Mumbai for the first  cluding Rabbi Gavriel and his munityisanattack onthe enti
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all over the world mustcometo  to the public againin 2014,and  meanstobeajewishinIndia.
Mumbai to experience the now, serves asaJewishoutreach ~ a German, | wou Mkc 10
same,” he added. centre as well asamemorial for  member the 5,000 Jews who
Chabad House, where the  the victims of the 26/11 attacks. capedmestnah(lm)j
Wednesday event was held, is During the course of the  moved toIndia." said Roth.

A

Celebrating the Jewish route in Mumbai
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THE Consulate General

of Israel is promoting the
Jewish Route, a project under
which they have selected 22
Jewish sites in and around
the city of Mumbal
like Magen Hassidim
Synagogue in Byculla,
Sha'ar HaRahamim
synagogue near Masjid
Bunder and David
Sasson Tomb
in Pune. Not

only are they documenting
them, but are also making
these heritage sites a part of
sightseeing for travellers and
tourists coming to India.
“The basis for the path
was the impressive book
[Author of Bombay:
Exploring the Jewish
Urban Heritage] by
Professor Saul Sapir,
aJewish who was
born in Mumbai and

knew every stone and alley
in the city, He has done the
most impressive research on
the community,” said Kobbi
Shoshani, Consul General
of Israel to Mid-West India
in Mumbal, adding that the
Jewish community has lived
in India for over 2,000 years
and have integrated with
the public here, while also
maintaining their
Jewish lifestyle
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When | was five years old, my Mom always told me that happiness was
the key to life. When | went to school, they asked me what | wanted to
be when | grew up. | wrote down "HAPPY", They told me | didn't

understand the assignment, and | told them they didn't understand life.
Wish you a very HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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MEMORIES OF PATHANS OR PASHTUNS OF AFGHANISTAN FROM BOMBAY (MUMBAI) IN THE 1940s.

Though we used to live at Chinwalla Building, Opposite Najjam Baug in Dongri, | used to spend a lot of
time before going to school at St. Josephs at Sakina Manzil in Umerkhadi. All the residents of the small
building were Bene Israelis: my aunt Dhatavkar, the neighbor Mazgaonkar and on the top floor were
Divekar and Penkar.

By the side 'gulli’ near the flour mill, Ejja Dada would have a ‘cot’ made from rope. He was the
unquestioned king of Umerkhadi and Dongri and assisted our community in every possible way. He cot
would be just below the house of Johnson Radio.

From time to time, the Pathans, also known as Pashtuns would come and pay respect to Ejja dada. They
were money lenders and would never lend money to Bene Israelis. We were not aware of the reasons but
only knew that they would light oil lamps on Friday evening and would not be seen on the road on
Saturdays.

They were handsome, tall and well-built men in Afghani attire and no one would dare to cheat them or
confront them, not even the Bombay Police though the CID had a special unit to deal with them.

They started disappearing in the early 1950s from Dongri and possibly other streets of Bombay. Now
thousands of them will be arriving in the US seeking asylums. If you read the following information about
them, you too would wish that they would return to their fold, to where they originally belonged.

Pathans, or Pashtuns, are the only people in the world whose probable descent from the lost tribes of Israel
finds mention in a number of texts from the 10th century to the present day, written by Jewish, Christian
and Muslim scholars alike, both religious as well as secularists,"

John Perry

Pathan and Pashtun are
synonymous. Pathan is a title
given to Muslim rulers, and
now is a common surname
which is commonly used by
the Pashtun people’. Pashtun,
Pushtun, and Pashtoon are
also used to refer to the same
ethnic group?. The Pashtun
people are a mountain people
living in the eastern regions of
Afghanistan and northwestern
Pakistanz.

Pashtunistan is a historical

region located on the Iranian
Plateau, inhabited by the
indigenous Pashtun people of

southern Afghanistan and

northwestern Pakistan in South-

Central Asia

Khan is a title given to
pathans for their
bravery.

Shaniwar Teli adds: There is a research in progress to investigate if Pathan/Pashtuns/Khan are of Jewish Origin.
It could be that Shah Rukh Khan actually is Jewish and so was Dilip Kumar (Yousef/Yusif/ Yosi Khan)
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Simchat Torah - Embracing Unity and the Torah Worldwide

Elijah Jacom

On Simchat Torah, we dance with the Torah scroll, read its final
pages, and immediately commence anew, celebrating the
contributions of our members in special aliyot to the Torah. We
invite our children for a once-a-year aliyah, emphasizing that each
of us plays a vital role in the Torah's narrative and has something
meaningful to offer. The day is a vibrant celebration of our
commitment to learning and community.

This Simchat Torah, within the WUPJ, we stand in solidarity with
our community in Israel. They will bring Torah scrolls to the public
space without mechitzot [partitions] for hakafot shniyot [dancing
with the Torah the evening after Simchat Torah] as they reaffirm
the values of a Jewish and democratic State of Israel.

We also stand with our brothers and sisters in Ukraine, with those
seeking refuge, and we pray the Torah serves as a source of
strength during these challenging times.

Furthermore, we extend our unwavering support to all of our

global communities world, which keep the light of the Torah
shining strong, as we collectively strive to embody the wisdom
from Mishlei (Proverbs): “(Torah) is a tree of life to all who hold fast
to it, and its supporters are happy. Its ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all its paths are peace.”
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Carmel Berkson
Born 1924 (age 98—99) Nationality: Indian (she gave up USA citizenship to live in India) , Occupation: Sculptor Religion: Jewish, Awards Padma Shri (2010)

During 1970-80 you would often meet Carmel in a Bl synagogue or cemetery always with her professional camera
around her neck. She use to regularly visit the JRU youth group meeting on Saturday evenings. Some times when she
did not attend, we asked here where was she last week? She would say she was in Panval or Alibag or Pen and other
Bene-Israel villages taking pictures. She said she was taking very specific pictures and could not afford to waste her
camera reels. The locals use to call her “Carmel Camera Wali American Bai” Carmel Berkson - Wikipedia

| e - 2 | During 1981 the Nahum Goldmann Museum of Jewish
R Diaspora held an exhibition on “The Jews of the Konkan”
where her photographs and slide shows were displayed. At
that occasion a book too by the same name was released
that carried many of here pictures and excellent text on
Bene-Israel by Shellim Samuel.

Berkson is noted for both, her documentation and
commentary on Indian art as well as her own work as a
sculptor. She was conferred the Padma Shri by
the Government of India in 2010.
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Book: Carmel Berkson

God Inside Out: Siva's Game
of Dice

Don Handelman, David Shulman, Carmel
Berkson (Photographer)

This book offers a new exploration of the mythology of the Hindu god
Siva, who spends his time playing dice with his wife, to whom he
habitually loses. The result of the game is our world, which turns the
god inside-out and changes his internal composition. Hindus maintain
that Siva is perpetually absorbed in this game, which is recreated in
innumerable stories, poems, paintings, and sculptural carvings. This
notion of the god at play, arguee Handelman and Shulman, is one of
the most central and expressive veins in the metaphysics elaborated
through the centuries, in many idioms and modes, around the god.
The book comprises three interlocking essays; the first presents the
dice-game proper, in the light of the texts and visual depictions the
authors have collected. The second and third chapters take up two
mythic "sequels” to the game. Based on their analysis of these sequels,
the authors argue that notions of "asceticism" so frequently associated
with Siva, with Yoga, and with Hindu religion are, in fact, foreign to
Hinduism's inherent logic as reflected in Siva's game of dice. They
suggest an alternative reading of this set of practices and ideas,
providing startling new insights into Hindu mythology and the major
poetic texts from the classical Sanskrit tradition.

232 pages, Hardcover

First published April 1, 1997

Muslim Mother

Sadia Shepard grew up in a joyful, chaotic home. Her father, a white American
Protestant, and her mother, a Pakistani Muslim, cherished their different
backgrounds, and created a household full of stories and storytellers. But at the
age of thirteen, Sadia learned that there was one story she had never been told.
Her maternal grandmother had not born been a Muslim: she had begun her life
as Rachel Jacobs, and belonged to the Bene Israel, a tiny Indian-Jewish
community who believe they are descended from one of the Lost Tribes of Israel,
shipwrecked on India's Konkan coast two thousand years ago. Driven by her
desire to fill in the missing pieces of her family's fractured history, Sadia headed
to India...

Footpaths in the Painted City is an unforgettable story of family secrets, shrouded
identities, forbidden love and, above all, eye-opening self-discovery.

Sdea Sebard

LFOOTPATHS
¢ IN THE

#%  PAINTED
# CITY |
& '

« ISBN-10 : 1843546051
o ISBN-13 : 978-1843546054
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Postage stamp of Israel featuring f
the boats used by King Solomon/ € =7 —
Sulaiman and in it we see peacocks synagogue in Dubal

About 250,000 Israelis have already visited the Emirates since the

fpom |ndia Abraham Accords were signed in the summer of 2020
https://youtu.be/yAtMjdUynlLo

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 16 Oct. 1, 2023



https://youtu.be/yAtMjdUynLo

How An Indian Maharaja Helped Save The Lives Of Thousands Of Polish People from Holocaust
During World War Il (still not part of Yad Vashem)

How An Indian Maharaja Helped Save The Lives Of Thousands Of Polish People During World War |l (indiatimes.com)

It’s amazing how a ruler who lived so far away from Poland
earned the respect and honour of in Poland and is still
remembered today. Here’s the story of the Maharaja of
Jamnagar in Gujarat, who owed to save some 1,000 Polish
children when many countries refused to give them shelter
during World War Il.

“Little Poland in India”

During the years preceding World War Il, a huge number of Poles
were taken away to work at the Soviet-run labour camps by the
Red Army in remote parts of North-Eastern USSR and Siberia.
When Germany’s attack on the USSR in 1941 changed the
political landscape considerably, and a year later, some Polish
refugees were allowed to leave the Soviet Union.

The journey stretched across many lands and transit points and
after being refused by many European and Asian countries for
shelter, finally, they reached India and came to the port of
Bombay, where the British Governor also refused to let them
enter.

Maharaja Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji Jadeja of Nawanagar, who
had heard of the plight of the refugees, sought to help them and
pressured the British government to allow the refugees to
disembark. Frustrated by the lack of empathy and the
unwillingness of the government to act, the Maharaja ordered
the ship to dock at Rosi port in his province. Thus began the story

Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji Jadeja
Maharaja Jam Saheb of Nawanagar

1933-1948

L. WY
See the movie ‘Little Poland of India” https://youtu.be/rIPg-
8RZxxM?si=rk_3i0OcSgA9YusQM

|
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of Little Poland in India.

After arriving in Gujarat in 1941, the Maharaja arranged for their
stay at camps in Balachadi, a village in Jamnagar, where apart
from food and shelter, a concerted effort was made to further
their education and keep their Polish culture and traditions alive.

Indeed, according to Polish sources, the Maharaja told the
children, “You may not have your parents, but | am your father
now.” The children, in turn, called him “our Bapu” (“father”).

These refugees stayed in Jamnagar for nine years, till World War
Il lasted. They were well-taken care of by Jam Saheb who
personally visited the camps. After World War Il and the
recognition of Poland's government by Great Britain, the refugees
were asked to return to Poland. However, many chose to be
repatriated to the UK, the US, Australia and other Commonwealth
nations while just a few returned to Poland.
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Poland has shown its gratitude to the Maharaja
in various forms. Warsaw has a “Good Maharaja
Square” named after the Maharaja. Poland also
named a school after the Maharaja, which was
passionate about children’s education. 3
BEDNARSKA"

A documentary titled "Little Poland in India" | | SPO{ECZN E

was made in collaboration with both Indian and GlM NAZJUM | LlCEUM
Polish governments to honour the efforts of im. Maharadzy Jam Saheba
Maharaja Jam Saheb who led the movement in : Digvijaysinhii 8

India to rehabilitate Polish refugees.

The Maharaja’s help is all the more noteworthy

considering that while the world was at war, ' SZKOtA ]V.YKOW OBCYCH

India was fighting its own battle, a non-violent

battle for self-determination and independence P E R I T I A

from British colonialism, even as a severe
famine and drought-ravaged India at the time.

The special bond between Poland and Balachadi

town, 25km from Jamnagar, will be relieved by Junior & High School Dedicated to the Maharaja

half a dozen World War Il survivors.

E Anuj Tiwari

This was an incredible story from modern -

contemporary history that created a special How An Indian Maharaja Helped Save The Lives Of Thousands Of Polish People During World War |l
bond between Poland and Balachadi town. (indiatimes.com)

https://youtu.be/rIPq-8RZxxM?si=rk 3i0cSgA9YusQM
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. lettertovadvashem

TO: Sanjeev Singla
Ambassador of India to Israel
amb.telaviv@mea.gov.in

H.E. Naor Gilon
Ambassador of Israel to India and Sri Lanka
consular2@newdelhi.mfa.gov.il <consular2@newdelhi.mfa.gov.il>;
info@newdelhi.mfa.gov.il

Professor Dan Michman
Head of the International Institute for Holocaust Research and Incumbent of the
John Najmann Chair of Holocaust Studies.
webmaster@yadvashem.org.il

Aug. 29, 2023

Subject: Indian Maharaja who saved Polish Jews
Dear Sirs,
The subject itself makes the matter of this letter clear.

“India believes in the idea of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (World in one family) that is
why many religions coexist and people live in unity and always stand by each other.
This is why today the name of many roads and schools in the capital of Warsaw in
Poland are named after Maharaja Jam Saheb Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji.

It's amazing how a ruler who lived so far away from Poland earned the respect and
honour of the country and is still remembered today. Here's the story of the
Maharaja of Jamnagar in Gujarat, who owed to save some 1,000 Polish children
when many countries refused to give them shelter during World War I1.”

How An Indian Maharaja Helped Save The Lives Of Thousands Of Polish People
During World War Il (indiatimes.com). We would like to request:

1. Maharaja Jam Saheb Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji story be included in Yad
Vashem.
2. During Memorial Day there are many Holocaust movies are shown on Israeli

TV for 24 hours. There should be a movie made by a Indio-Israel effort on saving of
1000 polish Jewish children by Maharaja Jam Saheb Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji

How An Indian Maharaja Helped Save The Lives Of Thousands Of Polish People
During World War Il (indiatimes.com)

We would like to request:

1.Maharaja Jam Saheb Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji story be included in Yad Vashem.
2.During Memorial Day there are many Holocaust movies are shown on Israeli TV for
24 hours. There should be a movie made by a Indio-Israel effort on saving of 1000
polish Jewish children by Maharaja Jam Saheb Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji

Who we are:

Shaniwar-Teli (oilmen who did not work on Saturdays keeping shabbath) was the
name given to Jews who landed in India in 175 BCE, by the local Indians. They were
Levy’s and knew how to extract oil from olives. So in India they started extracting oil
and it became their profession. This profession in local language is called as Teli (Mr.
Modi also comes from Teli profession). As these people did not work on Saturdays
their community got the name of “Shaniwar Teli”. It was this name that made the
British in 15th century suspect that the community can be Jewish. They invited a
Rabbi from UK who asked the community many questions (including what fish to eat
and not to eat). It amazed the Rabbi that even after 1500 years, this community
were doing what their ancestors had taught them. They remembers nothing and did
not know why they were doing it, but they did it. The Rabbi declared this community
was Jewish. Later they took up the name Bene-Israel.

We run a voluntary small “News Letter” by the name of Shaniwar- Teli where we
discuss only Bene-Israel community matters. There are about 3000 readers. Itis a e-
newsletter for private circulation only.

We are writing to you on behalf of the whole community as a request to do the
needful.
We look forward to a positive response,

Sincerely,
Dr. Shulmith Charikar Leo Daniels
Editor Publisher
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Reply from Letter to Yad Vashem

Reply from Yad Vashem ref. no. CAS-464160 CRM:0563226

2% NN v7von righteous.nations@yadvashem.orq.il

Jerusalem

In future correspondence, please use reference number CAS-464160
Subject: Indian Maharaja who saved Polish Jews
Dear Shulmith Charikar & Leo Daniels
Thank you for your letter.

To the best of our knowledge, this story does not belong to Yad Vashem. Indeed, in the spring of 1942, several thousand Polish children, as well
as other refugees, arrived in India from the Soviet Union.

It is possible that some of the children were Jewish, but, as a whole, it is not a Jewish story nor it is a story of Righteous Among the
Nations, even if it is obvious that Indians who cared for the children were indeed kind-hearted people.

Sincerely,
Arthur Kliava
The Righteous Among the Nations Department

Yad Vashem

Please do not reply to this e - mail. In order to submit aresponse, click here .
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Less than 0.01% population of India but we Bene-Israel still live in its veins

OLD BOMBAY
Mohan Nair - 22h - [&]

Masjid Bunder Station

The name 'mas;jid’ literally means mosque, while 'bunder' is
a Persian word for the port. Surprisingly Masjid Bunder is
named after a Jewish synagogue known as Gate of Mercy
Synagogue [ Juni Mashid [/ Shaar Harahamim. The area is a
small community of Bene Israel Jews and a lane named
Israel Mohalla symbolises the same.

Masjid Bandar railway station, also known as the "Crawford
Market" railway station, is a historic train station located in
Mumbai, India. It has an interesting story behind its
construction.

Due to the docks, Masjid is a prominent area recognized as
the hub of the larger shipping and maritime companies of
India. The first office of the Reliance Commercial
Corporation was set up at the Narsinathan Street in Masjid
Bunder.

in

Other B

1.

. g N
s B
ene-Israel landmarks in Mumbai and Raigad
Maharashtra Government has displayed a
board at the entrance of Masjid Railway
Station stating the above fact.

The name of the street in which the Gate of
Mercy Synagogue is situated is known as
Samuel Street.

Israel Mohalla (area) is about five minutes
walk from Gatd of Mercy Synagogue. The
Shaare Rason Synagogue ( Navi Masjid) is
situated near the Israeli Mohalla .

There is another street named after the
brother of Samuel Divekar, i.e. Essaji street,
which is just near the Gate of Mercy
Synagogue.

Dr. E. Moses Road is the road which passes by
our cemetery at Worli.

In panvel “Israel Talav (Pond)”

Israel Aali (Street). It is near our Synagogue in
Alibag.

Israel Aali (5Tt 3T T)near Pen Synagogue.
Synagogue Chauk Thane
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Ezra Moses
Ex President of Thane

Synagogue who made this
landmark possible.

History Created on Oct. 12, 2023! (Postponed due to war)
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Very important day is
coming! Kehimkar book

g qgcd 4T feaq Iqd

! gL AT FahT

This should have been done

ANXY? NMv? DN is translated into 100+ E|'G|'T'T—|'E|T %zicrg& 50 yea.rs ago Though late,
Wuwn .0nw  +100 | Hebrew after 100+ AT 2T 912, AT still Itis a I:g rs‘tep forv:a[]d to
i e o reserve the history of the

NNY oW NIy Tikn | Years: Veryimportant | gerg spmrferrdt of. P Y
g g T respect to Mr. ik V: speaking children in Israel.
X |2 7w Inxnp : ST ATEHTAT I AT

Kehimkar and the group .
INHXE APOIR. AWUR Y . i Ash AT=AT THT T Two families have financed

of Ben Zvi Asher Oscar
MTIN DTN W | 0d his team for this | S°ATATS! [d% STRIT | this translation and

AT | great work. T T HgcaTd 372 publication.
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Z@ TN YN AT NIDION

The JEWiSh Agency's RespOnse W Jewish Agency for Israel

After publication of Shaniwar-Teli e-Newsletter of 1 July, 2023 where Mr. Abraham Fansapurkar had bitterly complained about
immigrants waiting in India, were not getting responses from Oren and Shirly. Then we also met Oren & Shirly who explained that they
were doing their best.

Following that we got more complains and we wrote to the Jewish Agency to get an official reply. Below is the reply we got. But still
they are not answering the main question from the potential immigrants. Why Oren and Shirly are not replying to them for weeks?
We have asked them again this question.

AAATE-TdA T -~ ISTele THTTAT ATATHAL SAFATGH FBIETIIRL AT ATLATT ATaAAT EIATTATT A Arior ferettahe gfaare e
TEATHT T TR hed T gIdT. T ATl LA ATTOr TOA] FTATal Heoll SATHT T el 3l d AT Farqd IId HLd AT,

ATHAL ATHSATHRS ST TR AT AT Al ATHHT IAL (HBATATATS 5T TSI 1T T TATZel. et AT HasTere 31 3.
T AR O TITST BIAARITAT &I TATH IAL ad ATeid. A ATfor FAAT S AT STL HT < ATGIA? (T T SAFe ! A1

=T =TT e

192p X2 TN DP1PNNNN DMANN YY NMNMNA IpN9019 DNNAX N NONN 1AW MOU-IRITIY S MMMI0PYRN 10510 DI0ND N
.DN21D" 20 ND DWIY DY 120N O IR NIX D2 129 1D INKX D711 11N NN

2V DY X2 DN TV AR 1152pY N2wNn N N NN YapY YT NYTINTD N1ID10Y 1121001 NINYN MY 1292°p NXT Napya

JINTN NOXRWN NX 21 DNIX 1OXY 7MY12Y 12D DNY 0"y XD D11 IR NRD .0™OKRI019N D¥DIVN W NMphyn nORWN
Dated : July 25, 2023
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Original Email Copy Paste

DTN NN2I0ON 7w 1010721727 ,NIATINNA,NIXN NYA ,0'W'0N DY VAR ATAl 78IwM 07190 (ITinn 175Y) D'aTInn 0N ‘'Yl IR
ATINN DY TN v Nivpa DI

NIV NI'NN 9y ,0'WINTN 0'2NonN 11D YN 70110 [I'01 1YON DNI7'YO Na0oNal NFTIN'D NIdIoN T 7Y nwixymMm no'Nin rallv) NIX
JVINGN [DIXA NINKN] DNOXM D'YIY DN N'TIN'D NIDIoN NA'NANI niypan DIT'|7'7 ,n'annl |'OI"DINn

.MIND7 N1 NTIVN 12T MWL NI LWL IR TA NI7YIMN NIRYYYT 0'0 7D X¥Nl X7
.DYI'0 7RWT 17V TWUKR DTAYIN 7Y DTIN DNEIN DY qrI 721 70N NIR INT ,)'NIM9Y7 L 1NYRAYT L1200 eI IR

.DTAD NIYVIMN NRYLV7 WPEa DNMNI'RT 72 7V DY "'YL IR
"19'"7 OXNNA K7X N'YN7 [N K7W '"WR VTN 12ITA N7 7221 nwpan DNun 17 NN X7 — 01y 7' n 2y vy 7207 7nwiza? 1w
ATIN2 2TINND ' NN'W7 NYAT NII'R NFTIN'D NIDION — DI'07 .ANK IR DT N7y Tayimn nd

Hagit Halali | "77n nan
Spokesperson| NIt
IXW-YINT7 NTIND NIDION
The Jewish Agency for Israel

Google Translation English (Jewish Agency Reply)

Oren and Shirley are volunteers (who immigrated from India) operating from Israel and for the past four years have been assisting,
when necessary, voluntarily, the Jewish Agency's Global Center in promoting applications from Aliyah candidates from India.

Oren and Shirley are professionally guided by the Jewish Agency and as part of their activities have acquired extensive experience in all
matters related to gathering documents required, according to the guidelines of the Population and Immigration Authority, to promote
applications, and as far as the Jewish Agency is concerned, they do their work faithfully and professionally.

Oren and Shirley responded to our request and your inquiries, categorically rejecting them and even attaching gratitude to candidates
who immigrated to Israel with their assistance.

Oren and Shirley reserve all their rights in connection with the allegations made against them
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Regarding your request for information on immigrant files — the purpose of the request is unclear to us, and in any case it is personal
information that cannot be transferred except in accordance with a power of attorney from one or another immigrant candidate.
Finally, the Jewish Agency is not required for your services as a volunteer in India.

Hagit Hillali |
Spokesperson |Spokespersona
The Jewish Agency for Israel

Google Translation — Marathi — Not checked (?T'g'?ﬁ' TS T ST
ST SATTOT 91T g TaAHa e d (ST AT AT AT Med) THTTATLT AL ATgd AT TedT AT AUTAHA o AT
ST AT IHIATISAT ST ST SUATHTST ST TSI (AT T HeLdT Sa9aqF AT Ta=eed Had Hild aAlgd.

ST SATTOT STAT AT ST USTE g1 ATTETARHARIE AT el ST SATTOT A T=AT haThaTdi=T U AT FgUF AIRE T ST ST
TTTRLOTT=AT AN Tea e, ATTTRTET STCHTET SUATHTST Sa9aT HNTETS sl HLoATelT Haferd 99 are(qed AT A4
@ EwT g AT S USVH =AT STadia o = w1 [T ST STaETiasRi T Hidrd.

ST SATTOT OTeAT 1T A=At FaedTeT mfor sraeat =rehefieT afaware foeT, < AT TTe9ur aTeRTeer STTor AT=aT HEdid SHTIaHeT
ETATATT SATAAT IHGATUA ATHATL I AT,

ST SATTOT ST T AT TR heled T SAATHEATT AT 99 g8 TG oa 3gd.
ETATATT B AT AT |11 aedT Addiasd - AAdi=T g AT eI AT AT HIATT AT gl JAT<heh ATl g

ST TRt TohaT gt SIAiad SHIAT=AT Tia< A6 A aTT EATATLd oAl ST, hd ATal. Adel, AIEard Taddas Fgud saed]
HAATST S TSI ATA9THAT ATR 1.

gira Rearret |
EERMECT

Tgal TSTHT i IS
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Nissim Moses’s opinion on Jewish Agency

(Letter received from Nissim Moses after we published Abraham Fansapurkar complain about Jewish Agency’s not
replying to the waiting immigrants, then an interview with Oren & Shirly where they say they are doing the best, then a
letter to Jewish Agency of all the complains received from India and finally official reply from Jewish Agency supporting

Oren and Shirly as their good representative (published above)

How many Times Am | supposed to tell you that Jewish Agency is making you a Sucker? All the people who have gone down the Via
Dolorosa of immigration from India to Israel and following the biased negative Bene Israel attitude of the Jewish Agency. You Publicize
their letter, but Independent Reports from Community Representative/Leaders and Personal experiences you push aside, and try very
hard to generate contrary biased information.

You do not seem to understand that the minute the employee even dares to deviate the guidelines of his/her Employers especially
when they (The Employers) have a preconditioned Bias against Indian Jews from Maharashtra, then they could be sacked from their
Jobs. Just Look at the Problems created for the Bene Israel in Israel. The Only Jews Who Never Suffered Anti-Semitism in their 2000
years sojourn in the Diaspora, is to be Tortured Mentally, in the Land of their Forefathers, The Supposedly Holy Land.

Here are a list of fields they have been Discriminated against not by the Nazis but by their own Fellow Jews from Europe who Control
the Jewish Agency:

1. Immigration Process to Israel.

1.a- Processing of Documents of travel to Israel.

1.b-Procrastination of processing of Forms for Travel.

1.c. Issue of separate Document for obtaining approval for immigration Travel to Israel.

eg, Income tax, Police, Visa Office, Reserve Bank, now Rabbinical Certification of Jewish Heritage or of formal conversation to Judaism

even after the Knesset has decided and both the Chief Rabbinate's Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jointly and separately have Issued Official

Circulars declaring the Bene Israel as Pure Jews. This not the case with Ashkenazi Jews from, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, or anywhere else
from Europe. How Come-??

When they have never seen even the outside of a Synagogue most probable in their lifetime, a certified and permitted to emigrate to
Israel is issued with-in Blink of an Eye. Yet a Bl who has had a Circumcision, a Bar Mitzvah, Learnt all the Prayers in School Has to go
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through The Gauntlet created by the Jewish Agency For them-??7??
You Dear Leon are supposed to be the Champion of our People are You-????. Read below what happened with me when | came.
Nissim Moses

Nissim Moses’s Immigration story: 1960
| personally went through this Harassment by Jewish Agency.

Letter of Rejections:

In fact | received a Letter from the Jewish Agency Head in India at my time that Said | will not emigrate to Israel- Bullshit they Spun to
me, The Harassment they put us through. It is only my fighting spirit and that of my Mother & my wife that sustained us through the
emigration process Hell. The Untruths we were told.

Repeat call/Forms/Waiting:

We were ever so often during our immigration process sent letters to come to the Jewish Agency Office in Bombay at a certain
specified time only to wait for nearly two hours in the lobby to receive a single form for income tax. On another day for the police, on a
third day for the Reserve Bank and so on all requiring waiting for receiving the form instead of receiving all the forms in one single
immigration file folder.

Rejected from Airport:

Then we were told to bring our Luggage on a Certain Friday morning to the Airfreight Office about two kilometers from the Jewish
Agency Office the day before our scheduled date of Travel the next day on Saturday Evening, only to be Told that our names were not
on the Travel List. | left my mother with our luggage at the Air Freight Office and in a Taxi, | went to the Jewish Agency Office. The
Secretary Pretending to be very helpful walked with me to the Visa Office about 100 meters from The Jewish Agency Office. She asks
me to wait outside, goes into the office. After about 1 minute she walks out and spins a yarn that our forms are not signed, and the
officer is not in the office and on leave today. Conclusion You cannot go!

Bribes to Agency representatives:

These and such Stories we had heard from other immigrants too, earlier- especially from my wife’s brother and sisters and her father
who had to pay bribes to the Agency representatives. Stop this harassment process. (This particular secretary was also trying to pull
the same stunt of milking us for money-bribe. This lady Father in Law had been helped by my Father as a Start here.)

| refused to succumb to this and pretended not to understand and asked to meet the Head of the Local Agency and was refused under
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the pretext that he was very busy. A Mr. Norman. The earlier Representative and his secretary had been given 48 hours’ notice by the
Indian Government to Leave the Country for Fraud & Currency Violations.

On Arrival in Israel: Incorrect information

After our arrival in Israel we found out that we were over charged by a very significant amount for our Ulpan & Residence. We were
given false information about travel time between Haifa and Kiryat Shimon and Kfar Atta. The Availability of housing and were spun a
while lot of blatant lies by the Jewish Agency Representatives in Bombay.

Official Approvals:

Today they have added Rabbinical Certification and Published Declarations of the Bene Israel as pure Jews. This has been sorted out,
both, by the Knesset and the Ashkenazi & Sephardi Chief Rabbis in the early 1960s. Further the Bl male Child has been Circumcised,
had a Bar Mitzvah, learnt the Hebrew Prayers, ceremonial processes etc.

Non-Indian Jewish Immigrant:

This check of the purity of the Jews is not performed, even today, on any new immigrant from Ukraine, Russia or any other European
Country, who for that matter have not seen the outside of a synagogue in their lifetime. How Come this Bias & Discrimination of the
Jewish Agency between Jew of one part of the world as to those from another part of the world.

And you Mr. Leon Daniel Want to accept the Yarn being spun to you in the recent response of the Jewish Agency. | personally do not
buy any of their Yarn. My personal Experience and contribution to Israel that of my Family | have already given | detail. Here are a few.

My contributions in Israel:

But you know what | have done for Israel, The awards | have won in every field. | worked both in the Defense industries, The Ministry
of Environment, At the Educational Level in Teaching New Students, In the Development of Indian Jewish Heritage, History and
Genealogy.

My participation and injury in the Yom Kippur War on the Banks of the Suez Canal. My contribution in Establishing Strong Defense
Sales Relations with India. Where there was a Tremendous Blossoming of Partnership and sales when all their geniuses had failed
miserably prior to that. It literally saved IAl, saved the Jobs of several thousands of IAl employees who were on the verge of
retrenchment causing a "Mitun" (Recession) in Israel. Nissim Moses
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Harrasment of Bene-Israel Jewish Immigrants The Jerusalem Post

You Are Not Jewish Majority of recent Ethiopiar
immigrants to Israel are
Christians
Stary by By ZVIKA KLEIN « 2h
]
7
INDIAN BEMNE-ISRAEL WAITING IMMIGRANTS
@Rabbi sadsack JEWISH AGENCY

Some Russian Israelis are Jewish, while others are not. According to ', Russian Israelis are post-Soviet Russian
citizens who immigrate to Israel and their descendants. As of 2022, Russian-speakers number around 1,300,000
eople, or 15% of the Israeli population. Some of the immigrants are not considered Jewish according to Halacha,
which defines a Jew if their mother is Jewish or they formally converted to Judaism. However, according to the
Law of Return, anybody with at least one Jewish grandparent is eligible to become an Israeli citizen . It is assumed
that 80% Russian Jews are not Jewish.

Russian Jews in Israel are immigrants and descendants of the immigrants of the Russian Jewish communities, who
now reside within the State of Israel. They were around 900,000 in 2007 °. This refers to all post-Soviet Jewish
diaspora groups, not only Russian Jews, but also Mountain Jews, Crimean Karaites, Krymchaks, Bukharan Jews, and
Georgian Jews °. The largest number of Russian Jews now live in Israel. Israel is home to a core Russian-Jewish

population of 900,000, and an enlarged population of 1,200,000 (including halakhically non-Jewish members of

Jewish household
Are Russian Israelis Jewish? - Search (bing.com)
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The Masglah movement/n71iyal 'xaw2 1Tin NIt NI 79 "It 112 yon n'7'von.

go-card.co.il/masale

Another denied aliyah who
waited almost 4 years for no
logical reason, has been finally
approved right now. Thanks to
the intervention of Masaghla,
an intergenerational journey of
Indian Jewish communities in
Israel and around the world. If it
weren't for the refuseniks who
rely on Masaghla, we wouldn't
have been able to help.
Immigration laws to Israel must
change!

Help us help them any welcome

donation.
https://go-card.co.il/masale/

It is possible to have a one-time
option and it is also possible
permanently and without the seizure
of a credit limit. Every shekel you
make gives us another opportunity to
help immigrants from India, to
continue working on the research
institute and on and on.

OBl dTToheh HTTOT THATAT
qeae ¥ qY T TTUT=T
ST ATAT ST ATAT FS[L
HeTet ATy, FETTAT T
SETLITHS THTI ST
ST AL T 5
FHETATAT ATACSATATT TATH.
HETHATAL ATALA STHOTY

THRTT q9d I ATl Had %
TRl T,

TETIAHL T SHIE o FTT<
A IRl

FHITATE! TN SURTETSN

STFETAT Had hl.
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An Important Meeting
On 28" of July Masala group invited the heads of all the Bene-Israel different
groups for a meeting in Tel-Aviv public meeting office. During this meeting all the
groups represented their activity.

Masala confirmed that this meeting has been called for all the groups to work
together. Many groups independently work on same project and meet the same
officals at different times for the same purpose. So the offical too gets confisued
as to whom to work with.

To avoid this situation all the groups should know who is working on what
project. So if a project is offered to a group, and it is already a running project,
then it will be forwarded to them.

NITA NITAR Y MIT A yon aY'von |
.071ya1 7w 1ITin

- 5
o -

Contact: shrikeriya@gmail.com

This is an important effort. There will be a next meeting in few months.
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1482187105940295

questioning our Bene-Israel members if they are Jewish?

Listen to the Jewish Agency harassment stories of Sharon Rina & Priya, in English of Jewish Bene-Israel

80% Russian Israeli’s are not Jewish. 80% of Ethiopian new immigrants are Christians and they are
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Please support the Masala group lead by T TN 7 ACoATATS] AZ0TAT T4 Email:

Golan Sharikar who is fighting for these and | ¥°T%7 ITAT AT ATATATA FATAT =147 shrikeriya@gmailcom

other cases. His group has bought QITEAT T, T ST STET WA FIUgTT Website: N ,
immigrants here that Oren and Shirly had STTHT ZTEET SO TN TAT =TT T x{:nn:x;?:. I',T:a?‘;:;.rm ML xRl
failed to help. EEREE LR
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Glad To Note that Independent Jewish State is Established

Swatantryaveer Savarkar’s Stalement on 19* December 1947

«3.= "l om glod 1o nole Ihat
' overwheiming
majority ol Ihe leoding
nations in the world
should have recognised
the clcim of the Jewish
People 10 estoblish on
s . Independent Jewish
. sigte, in Polestine ond
© should have promised
amed assistonce 1o gel it reclised, Alter centures
of suflerdngs, socrifices ond struggle Ihe Jews wil
soon recover their notionol Home in Polestine
which has undoubtedy been ther Fotherdond
ond land. Well may they compore this event
lo that doy in their history when Moses led
inem out of The Egyption boncoge ond
videmess ond the Promised Lland flowing with
milk ond honey come well within sight.

Judging from Ihe Indion Press in genercl our
pubic sesems to be misnformed by O sinister pro-
Moslem propogonda regarcing this  Polestine
ssve. it must o2 emphaszed Inercfore that
specking historcoly, the whole of Palestine has
been, from at least two thousond yeorn belore
ne bikth of the Mosiem Prophet the Nationa!
Home of the Jewsh poople. A long fne of their
grect prophets ond kings, of Aobroham ond
Meses, of David ond Solomon, has endeared thal
counlry 10 them as their Fatheriond ond Holy

counlry 10 them a3 Iher Fatheriond ond Holy
land. The Arabian Moslems invoded Polestine oriy
o loew decodes before they invoded owr Sinah
ond just os their fanotical fury exterminaled the
onclent Egyptions or Persions, Ihoy citempled lo
wipe oul with fire ond sword the Jewish peoplo
100. But thoy lciled in this unholy ombition, The
Fotherdond or the Holy lond of the Aabion
Mostems kos in Arabio ond nol in Palestine.

In justice, therelore, the whole of Polestine ough!
to have been restored 10 the Jews. Bul loking into
consicerotion the confict of selfinteres!s ol the
powerfid nations in the UNO, ther support 10 the
resuscitation of the Jewish Siate in o porl of
Palestine ol any rote wherein they stil happen 10
be in majority and which includes some of ther
prominen! Holy Ploces constitutes on event of
historical justice end importiance.

I s consequently 1o be regretted that the
celegation which reprosented our Hindusihani
Govermmen! in the UNO should hove voled
ngainst the creation of the Jewish State. The
speeches of Shvimoti Viayaloxml In particular
were justly ndiculed when she decloimed
melodromaticolly tha! the Indion Governrren!
refused 1o stob the unity ond inlegrity ol the
Palestine Stole in the bock by corving oul @
seporate Jewsh State—~forgetling for the whie

ot the very indion Governmen! had stabbed
the unity end integrity of thel own notion only the
other day ond glooted over It as on event lor
putic jublaSons] Pondil Netvw mode his cose
more untenabile by stating thot the creation of
the Jewish Siate wos opposed by hs Governmenl|
to secwre he goodwill of the group of the pelty
Moslemn Stotes in Asio.

Bt whal obout the 1oss of Tha goodwill of the
Jows In Indio ond outsde ond of the powerful
notons which voled in support of The Jewish
Stote? As o poicy it s o3 absurd as to wocrifice the
gooawt of on aormy ol gionts 1o secure 1ho
poocwill of o hondfu of pigmics. Moreover, con
Hnodudom ot ony rafe forge!l thot these pelly
Moslern Siates ond even tha Chinese Modems
who are corspring 10 creale o Chineso Pakistaon
have been egong on the- Mosiem Leogue fo
corve o Palisian out of our Mothedond.

™he intermmoationol policy of Hindudom of any role
mus! chways om 10 treck uvp the power of Iho
Mosiemn Blocks om Alico 1o the Malayon
Peninsido. The creation of o strong ond
indepondent Jewnh siale muitl serve o
checkmale the ogoressive lendencies of Mosiemn
fonaticam In generol. The Jewish poople beor no
poitical Bawil lowords Hindudom. The Jowish
mnoxrily In Hindusthon 100 hod Qiven us Nno couse
1o suspect! them o1 we have beon compelied o
suipec! the Mosiom mincrily.

Whatever the attitude of the prosent Congresste
Govemnmmen! be Ihe Hndu Sanghalanists ol ony
role chersh goodwil lowords and extend tholr
moral support 10 the citoblishmend of the
incependent Jewish Stole in Palestine on moral os

wel gs pobticol grounds.
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How to work in Israel?

It was my first job in Israel. Coming from Voltas, | liked to finish all my jobs for the day on each
day and leave the desk clean. There was a list of things | should do daily and | made it a point to
finish everything, even if | was late to leave some times. | ran the full after sales service
department of the Voltas air-condition and refrigeration.

When | started my job in Israel, | also had a list of what | should do daily. Within few weeks | got
so involved with the work that | found myself downing in work, most of them not even in my list.
When | protested about it | was told here in Israel you have to also do everything by yourself. At
Voltas if | wanted to get a few photocopies, | told the peon and he would get it. Here in Israel |
had to go to the coping room and get my copy done. Same for any file. | had to make my own
coffee instead of the management tea received in your cabin exactly at 11 AM. These were
simple things but lot of work around my work had also to be done by me. And at the end of the
day | was still left with the work that actually | had to do.

IMPORTANCE

I

VRGENCY

In a while | started feeling guilty, thinking even to the extent that | should submit my resignation.

Then, | knew an Israeli friend (7 generations in Israel) whom | had met during my army service. He was one of the commanders of our
unit. | asked for a meeting with him and we sat over coffee. | told him all about my situation and how my time-management has no

meaning left. Then he said something to me that changed my life.

He said you are not in India now. Forget about what British taught you. Here it is nice to make a time management but the actual work
done in based on “Priority Management”. Like a fire extinguisher, you handle the current fire. Tomorrow is another day.

And it works! The work pressure here is so much that you cannot work on routine time management but on priority management.

Leo Daniels
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Bene-Israel Books

972 54-304-6072 ¢

When you scan this code on your phone,
this song will come up as video.
The book is just 50 NIS.
You can order at:
+972 54-304-6072

Avihay Bastakar with his wife
Leora and children; Abraham,
Iska-Amuna, David-Isaac, Tova
and Tamar-Shoshna (not in the
picture) has published a
unigue book of songs with
musical notes of Bene-Israel
Prayer songs.

Mr. Rahamin Bhastaker (who is father of Avihay)
speaks of his humble beginning of his life in a village
in India to his journey to Israel and now at age 72,
with his large family of 5 children and 12
grandchildren he is still is in great demand due to the
very special professional trade he is expert at. Follow
the link to see the interview. (20+) Facebook

Post-Peer Malida:

Mr. Bhastakar remembers his patents performing Post Peer Malida in
the village. It was a tradition started by the Bhastakar to thank God by
performing a Malida when one of the family children was saved by a
Muslim Holy man. Peer is a general name in Islam for any man of God.
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https://www.facebook.com/100045863439716/videos/pcb.839721810899926/824642459323793

Mattan Charikar
Mattan is the young boy who won the first prize in the
Hebrew Essay competition that ORT India and Shaniwar Teli
had arranged.

Bracha is his mother who is a singer of soft Hebrew songs.
She does public shows and her music is available on
YouTube. Please invite her for your functions.

Beautiful Soft Hebrew Songs by Bracha Stern on
YouTube Video
AI'0I' [I0N02 NLY N>N 7Y D' 0D DAY DY
Kpacusble markme necHn Ha uspute bpaxa LLUtepH Ha
BnAaeo Ha YouTube
De belles chansons hébraiques douces par Bracha Stern
sur YouTube Video

DY NN
AA'NN NNNNA [IYRIN 0191 DTY A'UXN V1IN XIn NN
.70 ANIMYIL ITIN VIIN DANY M2YN

NYIY X'N .01 DY DN'Y YW DT XY IR X' NDNA
NN NIX .20 NIMT A7Y DRTIMNE DMLY NIoin
.DO7W D'WIN'XYT? NNIX

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090907077099
Songs (Few)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0lp42n-iMw
https://youtu.be/PNMx5-sDLaQ
https://youtu.be/8g vsmiHuOo
https://youtu.be/n0Olp42n-iMw

A AT
SATATTET ST AT THATT A=At FTHT AT ol edT TRe
Rerer Trea T TR MeaoeT 7 g1 a8 o
AR
STAT &1 ATHAT 312 3ATg STt 7S Tog TMUATHT AT 3Tg. o
Tfeeeh QTT Td AT = F(q Jeaa Iqed g, FIAT

o (ol hd o Al N
(Al SAIH AT p[dnHTA ol SATHTAD .

050-7770173

Music when soft, vibrate the memories

Also available for private shows.
Egalement disponible pour des spectacles privés.
TaKyKe BO3MOXXHO NPOBeAeHUe YacTHbIX LOY.
[> DA DTMIYON D1'VID DYOIN.
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Memorial for Mr. H.S Kehimkar — thoughts from community members

1. Making a memorial at Mr, H.5
Kehimkar's grave In Mazgao

2. Making a statue of Mr, H.§
Kehimkar's In the school that he had
bullt,

3. Possible change of the school name
10 H.S Kehimkar school.

4 Naming a Circle and Road In
Kehimksr’'s name In Mumbal and
Ralgad

YES? / NO?

Dear Editor &Publisher , Shaniwartelis Newsletter,

Dear Sir/Madam,
The idea of Constructing a Memorial Monument
for Mr. H.S Kehimkar is strongly supported by me.

It should be built at, what was then known as the
Israelite School, and later changed to the Sir Eli
Kadoorie School; to preserve the Memory of the
Monumental Icon of the Bene Israel Community.

Mr. Kehimkar was an Educationist, Historian, the
one to publicize our Warriors, Doctors, Nurses,
Dramatists; to Pioneer Women's Education; to
obtain Financial Aid From The Anglo Jewish
Association in London, to lay the Foundations of
Preserving our connection through the Family
Tree to our Ancestors, Purchase Property around
the Israelite School and build one of the Earlier
Synagogues-Named The Etz Ha Haeem Synagogue
in Umerkhadi, Bombay,; To Publicize the Existence
of the Bene Israel Community in Reputed Journals
in The U.K.

I, Nissim Moses -Historian Indian Jewish Heritage
and Bene Israel Genealogy Research and his
grandson, who has two of his daughters as his

great grandchildren, who has two of his
daughters as his Paternal and Maternal
Grandmothers hereby pledge to donate $
1,000 to the construction of the Memorial
Monument to this Icon of our Community.

Regarding changing the name of the
school. | am in agreement with it but |
would like to suggest; that the Trustees of
the school to please preview and check the
agreements, contracts and commitments
made in the Earlier name change From The
Israelite School to the Sir Eli Kadoorie
School.

Nissim Moses
Historian Indian Jewish Heritage and Bene
Israel Genealogy Research

Noah Penkar
| strongly support creating memorial, not
just in India but also in Israel. Groups like
Golan Sharikar should take up this project
in India and IJF in India.
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John Perry
It is certainly a high time that we recognize
the contribution of the late H.S. Kehimkar
and maybe all the major Bene Israeli
organizations should discuss how our
community could pay respect to this great
historian. In this age of internet, a meeting
of our leaders from all over the world could
easily be called online since the project will
need a broad support. | look forward to
hearing from our leadership. John Perry

Daniel Daniels Bhonkar
Following is my opinion on Bene-Israel
Memorials.

Why do we need any memorial?
Every synagogue and every cemetery is a
memorial.

Our effort should be to build walls around
cemeteries instead of memorials. People
are building gates without building walls?
What is the logic here?

If there were walls around our properties,
the condition would not have been like
Panvel cemetery and other cemeteries in
Raigad area.

Elijah Jacob
| have already conveyed my thoughts to
you on this matter. | am in favor of an
appropriate memorial for the late Mr.
Kehimkar but the Elly Kadoorie school
management has to decide whether this is
feasible given the fact that the Kadoorie
foundation may have a say in this matter.

Elijah (Leo) Daniels
It is important to create this monument for
this most important man in our Bene-Israel
history. As the school belongs 66% to
Baghdadi’s and all school children are non-
Jewish, there is no point in building the
memorial in school of strangers. It could be
in tor in Navgao cemetery.

Further his grave in Mazgao cemetery
needs to be repaired and renovated. Also a
stone placard should be placed with the
same matter on him that will be on his
memorial.

There should be a circle and road names
after him in cities of Israel where Bene-
Israel’s are living.

Johnathan Solomon
| support suggestion of Elijah Jacob . The
Memorial can be enhanced by information
about the life and work of respected H S
Kehimkar.
Solomon Erulakar
| am ok with the Memorial option that is
currently being looked into. Will be great if
it is set up at the school or at the current
site in Navgaon where | guess many people
visit. | am also ok with a bit of our
resources donated to other Bene Israel
groups who are supporting our Bene Israel
community globally.
Herzl Bhonkar
| also support the project of Kehimkar's
Memorial. As Great H. S. Kehimkar is with
us for almost 200 years without any
monument we all know him. If we are
building a memorial which is lasting for
40/50 years then it is of no use. And in
India there are very few Bene Israeli people
remains and these people are also trying to
immigrate to Israel. So in coming years
there will be least Bl people remains here
India. So my suggestion is that H. S.
Kehimkar's memorial should be in Bene
Israel hub like Ashdod.
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Raphiel Cherry
| support this project but not sure if it is
appropriate to have it displayed in a
cemetery. It would be ideal to have it at Sir
Elly Kadoorie School in Mazgaon.

Moshe Digodkar
| support the idea of building a memorial
for this leader of ours, HSK. It does not
matter where it is built, but it has to be is
built.
Ideal place may be is school but if they
refuse due to their association with the
Kadoori Trust, then it can be built in Magen
Hassidim pavilion or in Thane Synagogue
pavilion. But please make sure it is made of
solid stone that will stand the wild climate
of India for centuries.

If the school is really the property of the
Baghdadi and the school have majority of
children non-Jewish then it is better to
build this memorial in a place where Bene-
Israel visit. Not to leave him alone in
Baghdadi and non-Jewish children who
won't even know who he is.

Yaffa Medakar
| support the project. Given his role in
initiating Education for Girls of the Bene
Israel community, it's fitting to establish
the monument at the Sir Elli Kadoorie
school.

Joshua Joseph
| kind of agree with the migration of our
Jewish people out of India there won’t be
many left to appreciate the monument.
But if you still want to do something in
Mumbai, maybe at one of the synagogues
where our Bl people visit.
Even our schools are taken over by non-
Jews and wonder how many Bl are getting
a Jewish education?
Mr. Kehimkar would be better
remembered in Israel where the big Bl hub
is. Like Ashdod. So street named after him
or even making him an honorary member
of some of the synagogue’s in Israel with
his plague on the wall with a short history?

Romiel Moses Solomon
| don't think building monuments means
anything. George Washington statues are
being desecrated in the US today...
Sorry but | don't support this case
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What did Mr. Kehimkar write about Tisha B’Ab in his book in 18807?

THE HISTORY

OF THE

BENE [SRAEL
OF INDIA

BY
HAEEM SAMUEL KEHIMKAR

Page Number

— 170 —

Ab. This month was alwvas thirty days. It falls partly in
July and partly in August. On the ninth of this month, a fast is
held by all the Jews and Israelites living on the face of the earth,
in memory of the destruction of the First and Second Temples by
Nebuchadnezzar and Titus, amidst dreadful scenes of fire and death.
With the last of these two events our nationality ceased, and since
then the Hebrews have been wandering in every quarter of the globe.
On this day the Synagogues of the Bene-Israel and Jews alike
present a very sad appearance. The scrolls of the law are stripped
of their ornaments, and the Ark of its curtain. In fact, where
usually a flood of light prevails, only a few sad flickering glimmers
of it appear. The congregation sits on the ground, and the service
is chanted in a low and mournful voice, special elegies descriptive
of the sufferings of our ancestors are sung, and the book of Lamen-
tations and that of Job are read, for the former contains the
lamentations of Jeremiah, while the latter teaches how to practice
resignation to the will of God. The Bene-Israel abstain from flesh
from the first to the ninth of the month. The meals they take be-
fore the fast are served on plantain leaves, and the fast is broken
by taking pulse with rice and bread. Many of the Bene-Israel are
careful not to make new clothes either for themselves or for their
children, or to perform any auspicious ceremony such as marriage,
the fulfillment of a vow, etc. in this month,
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A Warrior & an Artist

Isaac & Shula Awasker came to Israel in early 1960’s. The immigration clerk
wrote their name as Oscar, as she heard it. Why not, said Isaac, nice name.
Today Isaac is 82 and he proudly says he fought in three wars for Israel, the 6
days war, the Yom Kippur war and the first Lebanon war and all were the wars
that Israel won. Isaac happens to be my mother’s younger brother.

Isaac Oscar (82) Shula is a happy go lucky girl who
always takes all situations in life with a
/—fe fought 3 WGars practical point of view. All life she had

b days YO‘m kippur being paintings and her home is full of

her paintings and decorations she has
and first Lebanon War creaFt)e g 8

Live é.ﬁci‘kll-l’appy e
My mother's Ruth's younger

brother,
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Artist: Shula Oscar
Kiryat Yam
+972-54-427-7097

Author: Leo Daniels
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Changing negative habits is a challenging yet transformarive journey. It begins with acknowledging the
specific habit that needs alteration. Setting clear, SMART goals are vital (o provide direction and measure
progress, Understanding the triggers behind the habit helps in prevention and management. Replacing
the negative habit with a positive one creates a healthier routine. Accountability through sharing goals
with a trusted friend or family member fosters support and motivation. Tracking your progress and

practicing mindfulness enhances self awareness and reinforces change. Remember, patience and & : e
occasional rewards are essential as habits transtorm gradually, leading o a better, more positive : & - P 2
lll‘L'."l\'lL' Israel Kabristan | History of Vadodara -

¢ ; = A ot T S T
Forgiveness

Forgiveness is a profound and often challenging human experience. At times, it can be difTicult 1o forgive
due 10 a range of emotions and factors. First, the hurt caused by someonce’s actions or words can be deep,
leaving scars that are not easily healed. Second, pride and ego can get in the way, making it hard 1o let go
ol the desire for revenge or justice. Third, fear of being hurt again ¢an lead to a reluctance to forgive
True forgiveness, however, is essential for our own well being. It doesn’t mean condoning the
wrongdoer's actions but rather releasing the hold their actions have on our emotions and thoughts. To
achieve true forgiveness, it's important (0 empathize with the other person, understanding their
perspective and human Raws. It can also help to seek closure through communication or self” reflection,

Grudges are often borne out of an inability to forgive. To let go of them, we must recognize that holding
onto anger and resentment harms us more than it affects the wrongdoer. Practicing empathy, focusing
on self healing, and secking support through therapy or counseling can aid in the process of letting g0
and finding the peace that forgiveness can bring. Ultimately, forgiveness liberates us from the shackles
of bitterness and allows us to move forward with greater emotional freedom and inner peace Bene Israel Cemetery, Thane

Question: | know | haven't lived a perfect life, but how can | know if God has forgiven me? I've tried to repent and ask Him for
forgiveness, but I'd hate to get to the end and discover | was still guilty.

Answer: There is no measurement device to confirm if God has forgiven you or not. God’s has promise to forgive us when we truly
repent and put our faith and trust in God. Did you repent truly? “If we truly confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness”. Trust him; if you are faithful, he is too. If you are not, he is not too. Depends on you.
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No Jewish Marriage Partners- “«compaTiBILITY TEST FOR COUPLES”
Rezina Daniels — Match Maker

~ P I = i | ML 1 l'SQ
I\\Il ]L II"-."III".-"ll H/-‘IOU[ [ r-] \ /" | In the month of June 2023 coincidently two 70% of S(‘(‘ll‘ﬂf J(\:VS in the F |
o= ! | newspapers one in India and one in Israel 50% in Europe, “\afl'l(?d (O“O IS
Yy, : e
)

S”] tjr |dC discussed the same topic related to Jewish T e =
v marriages. No Jewish matches! | | > . t |. . | -
Midday India erusalem Post Israe

If you think Israel does not have this same problem as there are so many Jews here, then you are wrong.
Let us not talk about the ultra-orthodox and orthodox where the Rabbi’s get their students married at the
age of 18 to 20. Their education is such that both take it as their duty to bring children and grow them as
Jewish. Their world is a closed and they seem to be happy in their world. Sex is no more than a duty.

But when we come to less orthodox and secular Jews, the marriage rate is low and divorce rate twice
high. It is not just the issue of finding a good match by age, education, height, weight and other qualities
you can match as a match worker. But then it depends on the two to work out their compatibility.

My serious suggestion is to take advantage of the advancement and make use of FREE COMPATIBILITY TEST FOR COUPLES.
COMPATIBILITY TEST FOR COUPLES: The Top 11 Most Effective Tests in 2023 (the-soulmate.com)

Several factors contribute to relationship happiness, including how compatible you and your partner are. A good relationship test for
couples can tell you if you and your partner are compatible and to what extent. They can also be quite instructive and entertaining. The
outcomes can help you start important relationship conversations and have a good time together. If you want to learn more, take a
look at the list of the top compatibility test in 2023 for couples to do together in the link provided above.

Compatibility being important, in my opinion, many more Jewish couples in Israel will match irrespective of country of origin or colour
of their skin or a language they speak. Just recently | witnessed a marriage between a Hindu Engineer boy from Mumbai and a Chemist
from Brazil in Dubai who met and took a compatibility test and found each other 98% compatible to each other. Take advantage.
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Young Tandoori in Tel-Aviv

“Young India” proudly replied Reena Pushkaran, when | told her P oY 3 '""‘*-Lg'g "y
new restaurant in Tel-Aviv did not give a traditional Indian R O ‘;’; e ‘W g o
restaurant feel. She said they spend millions of shekel in . ‘)h" .. ,‘,’ o ?"u/" o 2
planning the place after studying the kind of crowd that will visit 5" (1 *‘% o ) " *0““ i

this restaurant. : v ‘. =y

It is a place full of young tourists, overseas works from Asia and
business visitors. They prefer to sit on the bar and normally

single or two. Keeping this in mind we planned it like a modern i ol
Indian restaurant with a bar. ~ %

Menu in Tel-Aviv is different. We serve Pani-Puri on the bar and it
is very much in demand. We had started a South-Indian breakfast
buffet every morning but it did not go well so we had to drop it.

Kunal, son of Reena manages the Tel-Aviv restaurant. He as very
polite gentleman and an excellent host. He is there to promptly
solve any problem a customer has, if at all.

Reena adds that families will prefer to continue to come to
Herzelia while youngsters would choose to go to Tel-Aviv.

Last month we had been to Tandoori in Tel-Aviv and in Herzelia.
One thing we can definitely say is that food and service was
excellent in both the restaurants. Very tasty and severed from
heart. Visit their website at: Tandoori - Indian Restaurants

Tel: 03-6296185 /Tel: 09-9546702
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Bandra Cemetery

Herzel Simon / Abraham Yehuda /David Ashton

PROGRESS AT THE BANDRA JEWISH CEMETERY o X hoamr et | T
19/09/ 2023 We have had the base of the outer : e : '
portion of the wall patched up and plastered. Once
the rains stop, BMC will place the benches and plant
pots along the outer wall so as to block any kind of
vagrancy like throwing of garbage. The issue with
the rats at the cemetery has been brought under
control. A long term contract with a pest control
company has been signed and 2 visits a month are
being made by their pest control operator.

We have repaired the wall once again (for the third time) as rats had burrowed holes into them until we managed to get rid of them. The space is now rodent-free. We now
have 24 hour day surveillance with 2 security guards patrolling the locality - garbage throwing has been stopped in its entirety. The guards prevent anyone from chucking
garbage along the wall and the main gate of the cemetery. The CCTV cameras that were installed 3 months ago have also helped tremendously, with literally online footage
being sent to BMC officials in case of vagrancy. Footage is checked regularly by a team we have set up and all acts of vagrancy are directly reported to BMC. Fines have been
imposed and warmings have been issued to residents of the locality.

A new garbage collection set up is in place to encourage residents to follow the rules. The prevention of rampant throwing of garbage along the outer wall and main gate
and the extermination of the rat population has been painstaking and tedious, but thanks to cooperation from BMC and local ALM groups, we have succeeded in our
mission. We also receive a lot of cooperation from the neighboring buildings along the road. We have procured 4 benches (each a 3-seater) that will be placed within the
premises so that mourners and visitors would have a place to sit and contemplate in comfort. 5 solar lights will shortly be placed on the premises so that the whole area will
have sufficient lighting at nightfall.

A major operation was the clearing away of a large amount of debris and stones that were there for decades. More than 6 large truckloads have been cleared and the
grounds are now ready for cultivation of fresh grass, flowering plants and trees. This has been a heavy-duty operation. Malees have already levelled the grounds and sowing
will start immediately upon a break from the monsoons. Existing grass shrubs have been uprooted. Fresh seeds have been procured for the purpose and will be sown
immediately upon a break in the monsoons. There is now sufficient water supply after we had installed a large water tank within the premises. Immediately after the
monsoons, the outer wall will be whitewashed and the main gate and signboard will be cleaned up and freshly painted. Both gates are currently kept locked. The keys are
with Lily, our resident caretaker, and us. This has prevented trespassing.

Going forward -We expect to have the outer wall and gate / signpost painted / repainted by October 15 (depending on the period of the monsoons).
From October 15 to October 31, we call upon family members of the departed / buried there to have the lettering on tombstones touched up and carry out patchwork on
respective graves that have been damaged due to continuous neglect.
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Further, family members of the departed must volunteer to keep graves free of dust and dirt on a regular, sustained basis. There is sufficient water, garden tools and
washing material on the premises to ensure that this be done. Your cooperation is solicited. Should the lettering on the graves and minor civil work not be done by the
family members by October 31, we will take upon ourselves these tasks and have them completed by November 15. Please note that we two brothers have volunteered our
time on this project for over 10 months, but this has to be a sustained team effort by the community. Malees will be kept on duty on a regular basis post the monsoons so
the grounds are sufficiently moistened / watered and the flora is preserved to the best extent possible. Those wanting to donate flowering plants are requested to do so.

The premises must reflect homage and respect to the departed!

Lastly, we want to express our thanks to Mr. Solomon Sopher & family, Advocate Herzel Simon, Zimra Israel, Ruth Solomon and Aaron Solomon for their exceptional and
sustained support of our efforts and for standing by us throughout the year. Thanks also go out to Rishona (Roshni) Yehuda for guiding us through the planning of the
landscaping work (on pro bono basis) and for supervising the work being done despite her other commitments.

We had set out to work on this project on November 15, 2022 and we are determined to see a spruced up, graded Bandra Jewish Cemetery on November 15, 2023.

B'Ezraat HaShem!

Abraham Yehuda & David Ashton

Questions from the community for which we did not receive any reply so far.
It is seen from the photographs of Bandra, Jewish Cemetery that, lots of open space is available for burial. Whether this Cemetery is open for burial purpose?

No answer received,

Did you know that Cochini Synaguge bulits a Sukkah for Safer Torah too?

PO P

Frame building Frame Decoration After Decoration Safer Torah in the Sukkah Sukka in the lights
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Roads In Israel named after Bene-Israel community members this Month

Ruben Talkar from
Reshon

With God's help, a
street will soon be
named after the wise
Prof. Joseph Ezekiel
Rajforkar ZL, in the
city of
Rishon-LeZion+y
In the evening of
holidays before the
new year enters, |
received a letter with
good news, the letter
was signed by Mr.
Yossi Hammi in the
position of deputy
mayor of
Rishon-Lezion, and

which the message
was signed by M.

Yossi Hammi in the

position of deputy Born
mayor of
Rishon-Lezion, and in
which the message
was pleasing tha...
Died

Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar

1834
Bombay, British

India

1905 (aged 70-71)
Bombay, British

India

Sy PIm e I T
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Knowing our Brothers “Bene-Menashe” from Manipur
Yitzchak Thangjom

Isaac’s interview published at MargAsia, a prestigious Indian quarterly 3| |

In Search of the Promised LandiL
[Yitzhak Thangjom, Project Director, Degel Menashe, an interview with Lev Aran]

Question 1: Itamar Ben Avi is considered the “first Hebrew child “ in Israeli culture because he is the first child to be
raised speaking modern Hebrew. Legend has it that you are the first Jewish boy in northeast India, is that true?

Ans: While | couldn’t possibly say | was the very first but | can certainly say | was amongst the first generation that grew up with
Judaism in the peripheral region of northeastern India. Judaism had just been ‘discovered’. It was in the early 70s that we came to
realize that there were Jews, who, like us, lived by the words of the Bible and followed it. My father and mother had heard about it by
1975. As soon as that happened, my mother, much like Tziporra in the Bible, immediately had my father and myself circumcised. It was
the 20th century, so it was done at a hospital by a doctor who was a friend of my father. My father had served in the elite federal civil
service in the Indian government. The first embryonic Judaic community was established in Churachandpur, a town south of Imphal,
the capital of Manipur, where we lived. We often had visitors from there who brought us news of developments. There was a general
spiritual thirst in everyone including my parents.

Question 2:How does a community that does not know the Jewish people, and is on the periphery of the periphery of
India, become a Jewish community?

Ans: The Bnei Menashe belongs to larger ethnic group called the Kuki-Chin-Mizo. Although they belong to the same ethnic group,
they are separated into three political entities in India, in the two states of Mizoram and Manipur where they are called Mizos and
Kukis respectively and in Burma(Mayanmar) where they are called Chins. The area came under the dominion of the growing British
Empire more than a hundred years ago in the late 1800s. The missionaries soon followed, they came armed with the Bible and
education. They had much success and soon the whole area was Christianized with the exception of the Princely state of Manipur, just
to the north. Manipur was ruled by a Hindu king who objected to proselytizing by the missionaries. But after a failed insurrection by
the Kukis in 1917-19 against the British rule, missionaries came in droves. Education was one very attractive incentive it offered. It
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offered varied venues for employment. (My grandfather was one such person: he ran away from home to get an education. He was
told that he had to become a Christian to access education which he did. He went on to become the first matriculate and graduated to
become the first medical doctor from the community and the area. He served the British Indian government with distinction. For his
service during World War I, he received the highest civilian award in British India, the Kaiser-i-Hind.

As Christianity made inroads and people became more and more educated, the Bible was translated, read, studied and scrutinized.
In the community, there was an overwhelming objective to worship the One True God, which still holds true to this day. Then there
was a desire, a movement to live as close as possible to the words of the Bible. Christianity was, thus, found wanting because it did not
stay faithful to the words of the Bible (The Old Testament). The community was still ignorant of the existence of the Jewish people. In
the mid to late 50s, a man named Challa declared the people as the children of Israel. No doubt he was inspired by the Bible! He had a
‘vision’ in which he saw a bridge that stretched from a town in Mizoram, Lengpui to Jerusalem. There was such longing for Zion, that he
led a group of men on a foot march to reach Israel. However, they were arrested by the police in Silchar- Assam. Another insurrection
was in the making: a rebel group, Mizo National Front was seeking Independence from India after being devastated by a famine called
‘mautam’ and subsequent allegations of inadequate response by the Indian government. In the meantime, as we approached the
1970s, the quest to live faithfully by the words of the Bible led to a discovery that there were Jews around the world who, like us, lived
by the words of the Bible.This led a man, T. Daniel, from Manipur who went to Calcutta and then to Bombay to meet with Baghdadi
Jews in 1972 and 1974. He learnt Hebrew and came back to found the first congregation to pray and follow rabbinical Judaism in 1974.
Our family joined them the following year, in 1975.

Question 3: There is controversy as to whether the Bnei Menashe community is really descendants of the lost tribe of
Menashe. What is your opinion on the subject? Is there anything in your family tradition that can shed light on this issue?

Ans: Controversies will always be there. What really matters, | believe, is faith. It is the singularly most important thing that really
matters. There are people who question the veracity of the Bible, do we have to believe what they say?

By the time | was growing up, most of the old tradition had been lost or done away with. The missionaries were very successful. It
took only a generation for us to discard it all. However, there were old people with memories, people who had journeyed through the
years, lived though the changes that have brought us where we are now. Hillel Halkin, a very old friend and a noted writer, and I, with
the help of the Jewish Federation of New Mexico, have been executins an Oral History Project on the Bnei Menashe. We have been
collecting testimonies of old folks who have memories of the old ways and the old days. Since 2017, we have collected many
testimonies from them.

During these sessions, lasting many hours of conversations, we have made a wealth of discoveries, like the practice of levirate
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marriage or the system of refuge for a murderer, for example. But then again, they cannot be considered veritable proofs on their own,
unless they provide support for the hypothesis. In the end, Hillel and | decided that there were three things that stood out:

1. The figure Manasia/Manmasi: We call ourselves the children of Manasia/Manmasi, who was an eponymous ancestor to whom we
call out to in times of mortal danger such as a storm or an earth quake. In the old days, when such things happened, the people called
out:

We are well, we are well
The children of Manmasi are well!

According to the Bible, Menashe was the son of Joseph and, as stated in the book of Chronicles, the grandfather of Gilead
(Hebrew Gil’ad) and the great-grandfather of Ulam. In the old Kuki-Mizo religion there was a chant, traditionally recited by the family
of someone who had just died, in which the deceased’s illustrious ancestors were called upon to aid the passage of his soul to the
afterworld. The list of these ancestors was a long one. Although most of the names on it were typically Tibeto- Burmese, those it began
with were Manmasi, Gelet, and Ulam!

This chant is verifiably old and pre-Christian. The odds against the close similarity of its names to the Bible’s being coincidental
are astronomical. The conclusion that the ancestral figure of Manasia or Manmasi is the same as biblical character of Menashe is all but
unavoidable.

2. The Song of Crossing the Big Water: The Hmar, a Kuki-Mizo tribe, had a song, known as
“the great hymn,” that was traditionally sung on the occasion of a winter festival that
ceased to be observed with the advent of Christianity. Part of this song went is given
below:

While we prepared for the

famous big winter feast,

| tell O! of the parting of the

lurking big water.

My enemies from the time of Terah, O!

Like clouds in the daytime, like a fire that goes by night. O how great and determined was their cruelty in coming to fight! All the
mortals were swallowed by the lurking big water as though devoured by beasts. All of you, take the birds,Take the water that gushes
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out on the big rock.
What reader of the Bible can fail to be struck by the parallels between this song and the Bible’s account of the Israelites’ crossing the
Red Sea?

3. The Day of Abstention from Yeast: Another no longer existent holiday once observed among pre-Christian Kuki tribes in Manipur was
called cholngolninikho, “the day of abstention from yeast.” Though the Kuki-Mizos are not a bread-eating people (the staple food of
their diet is rice), they did use yeast routinely for the preparation of a popular rice beer. Once a year, however, on a night of the full
moon in springtime, there was a sacred day on which a special bread was prepared from rice flour and eaten at a communal village
meal —and it had to be made without yeast! Everyone, young and old, was required to partake of it. The biblical Passover comes
immediately to mind.

| am not sure that translating our heritage into Western languages can convince everybody that we are truly the authentic
descendants of lost Menashe tribe, but in the light of these facts that | have presented, | will leave it to you and readers to decide for
yourself.

Question 4: You decided to form a new NGO for the community. What led to this decision? What problems do you want to
solve?

Ans: Degel Menashe NGO grew out of an Oral History Project, which was generously supported by Ms. Sabra Minkus and the
Jewish Federation of New Mexico. Degel Menashe was formed in Nov 2017 with the stated aim of promoting education and culture,
preserving its history. It was established with an emphasis on the policy of inclusiveness, which, unfortunately,was woefully lacking,
even to this day. We want to prepare the younger generation for the Israeli job market, to integrate them into the Israeli society at
large.

Identity forms a very important part of every person and we are no different. | have seen that many of our youngsters are in a hurry to
become “Israelis”, and, as a result, lose their way. Degel Menashe wants to implant a sense of pride by imparting elements of history,
culture and so on. This will give our younger generation an insight into and an understanding of who they are and thus give them the
confidence which, | feel, is a significant ingredient for success in their pursuit of Israel. Currently, we lack competent leadership. We
would like focus on providing the community with an effective leadership.

The Israeli labour market is not always accessible to us. You can take my wife Jessica and me as an example. We came to Israel in
2008- my wife, my three year old daughter and I. Jessica’s last job was as a Chief Financial Assistant of Medecins Sans Frontieres’ NGO
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(Doctors Without Borders) at their headquarters at New Delhi and | had a job as a consultant for Network Services which provided
consultancy for various companies in India. We lived in Kiryat Arba (West Bank) for 6 months and could not find any job to fit our
qualifications and experiences. We ended up cleaning houses to survive. In our desperation, we headed to The Galilee where an old
friend found me a job at a plastic and paper factory at a minimum salary. Jessica still had not found anything, so she stayed at home to
raise our daughter who was just starting to go to kindergarten. We had no friends and it got lonely at times. It was hard to run a
household on one income, that too, on a minimum salary. After years, | found a suitable job in near TelAviv and she found one with a
Hi-Tech company.

Question 5: You mention the issue of leadership from within the community, and it reminds me that 20 years ago, the
Israeli interior minister decided to stop the Bnei Menashe immigration. He claimed that there was an Indian policy to
stop immigration to Israel. And your connections have revealed the true story. Are you ready to tell what actually
happened?

Ans: Mr. Poraz halted our immigration in 2000 saying that there were objections from the Indian government. We come from a
family with a very good network thanks to my father and several relatives who serve in the Indian government. | was asked by Michael
Freund who was then the director of Amishav, a predecessor of Shavei Israel NGO, to help out. | was sitting shiv’a(mourning period in
Judaism) for my father who had just passed away. | told him I'd get to work immediately after it. | reached out to my network and was
able to get an appointment with the Indian Ambassador, Mr. Ranjan Mathai. When | told him about the problem he was incredulous.
He told me
that if there had been anything of that sort he’d be one of the first to know. He promised to look into the matter and would go to the
Israeli government himself to clear the matter. After sometime, when the Aliya for the Bnei Menashe had resumed, | knew that
Ambassador Matthai had delivered on his promise. The statement that the Indian government had a policy to stop immigration to
Israel is categorically false as can be seen in the continuation of our aliya in the last 20 years. To this day, | sometimes wonder why this
had happened at all. Was there someone behind it? It is a mystery to me.

Question 6: How many immigrants from the Bnei Menashe community live in Israel today? In your estimation, how many
potential immigrants are still living in India?
Ans: We can estimate that till date about 3,000 have arrived from 1990 to 2021. If we take into account the high birth rate and
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individuals who came to Israel on their own, it could be anywhere between 4000 to 5000. Recently, due to the crisis brought about by
the Covid19 pandemic, Degel Menashe, along with our partners, reached out to our brethren in India and distributed over 47 tons of
relief materials to over 800 families. There are hundreds of other families we have not been able to reach. So, it would

be safe to assume that the population will be more than 5,000 souls in India.

Question 7: We already have some perspective on the absorption of Bnei Menashe. There are members of this small
community who have been living in Israel for two decades. As a prominent community leader, do you think Bnei
Menashe’s absorption is a failure or a success story?

Ans: | won’t go as far as to call myself a leader of the community. We, Degel Menashe, are here because there have been gaps
and inhibiting factors that have adversely impacted our successful integration and growth as individuals as well as a group. Because of
reasons pertaining to the complications facing us for a successful aliya (immigration), most of us are under an imposed obligation to
remain that way.

Ironically, it is both a success and a failure at the same time. It is a success because till date there have been no cases of people
returning to India. It is a failure because the community has not been integrated well into the society and the workforce. We do not
have a leadership.

This is the raison d’étre for Degel Menashe’s existence. We have only began our leadership work only a year ago. We hope to
make a difference. It’s time we took these matters into our own hands.

A treacherous
and cowardly
attack on Israel
by Hamas on
the 50th
anniversary of
the Yom Kippur

war. The
casualties are
- - : . i high and the
Elkhanan Mawia, our board member proudly answers the call of duty to numbers of abducted worrisome. Many Bnei Menashe boys have been
defend Israel. He is one of the many Bnei Menashe who are and have gone | called up for duty. Israel is at war and we shall remain resolute for victory. |
to serve. We pray for him and for all the IDF. (Oct. 2023) call on each and everyone of you to stand and pray for Israel.

-Yitzchak Thangjom , Degel Menashe's Executive Director
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Israeli Bene-Israel Tourists who visit synagouges and
cemeteries in India; please don't make remarks on the
maintenance or condition of the place. Do you work
and leave.

Every Bene-Israel place in India is under some Bl Trust
(Body). If you have anything to say, find out proper
authority and talk to them.

Loose remarks are not welcome as our Indian brothers
feel insulted.

Remember that the cemeteries and synagogues in
India are hundreds of years old. Not like in Israel, 70
years old. In Israel, the Rabbinate takes care of the
cemeteries from taxpayers' money. It is not so in India.
People have to pay from their pocket.

If you have the power of money like Sion Charikar, who
cleaned and repaired the whole Worli cemetery along
with David Talegaokar of the Cemetery Trustee,
spending lacs of rupees of Sion and some from the
Trust, then do it yourself. Don't make nasty remarks.

We request all Israel tourists to enjoy your trip to India
without insulting our brothers in India.

Regarding Panvel matter, they are in court, and a
decision will come.

If anyone wants to make it a heritage place of Bl then
the best way is to wait until a decision is made by the
judge and then talk to the approved managing
committee how you all can progress together.
Making court cases with 6 lawyers will not help
anything. Be calm. Let the judgment come.

Israeli Indian in India
ITINA 2K ' TIn

SHEO! YR YRATd
Why this place is not —
maintained properly?
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These earfiest pictures of Jerusalemwere taken in 1844 by French photographer and
draughtsman Joseph-Philibert Girault de Prangey (1804 — 1892), who was active in the
Middie East.

Remarkably, his photographs were only discoveredin the 19205 in a storeroom of his
estare andthen only became known eighty years later.

Remember during 1850 Bene-Israel ancestors sent money through visiting Rabbi to build the Tomb of Rachel.

This is still written on the walls of Rachel Tomb.
The above picture are curtesy of Mr. Nissim Moses
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Neomi, why are you so suspicious of Ramrajkar?
He only gives me lessons in English. Today he
taught me that the word "Wife' was invented by
taking first two and last two letters of 'Wildlife'

Chordekar | tell you, God made a big
mistake. He created Eve from bones of
Adam and the whole peaceful world
changed. Instead if he would have given
a smart phone to Adam, it would be
such a different world now!!

Sankar

Pezarkar Wow!!!

| got a brand That's an
new Ford unbelievable
IKON for my exchange
wife! offer!!

1don't know where | buried
Awaskar! | have.madea ' .
¢ . Grave Mistake! .

You may be Talkar's daughter
but all you find is mistakes in
anything | say for last twenty
years!!

Jiradkar Family
Jaipur
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The day of Yom Kippur in Israel starts with
almost 60% for Jewish Israelite’s visiting the
graves of the dear ones and definitely lighting
candles.

On Yom Kippur, we light several memorial candles
(1) Candles in honor of the holiday
(2) Candles in honor of our deceased parents
(3) Candles in the synagogue
(4) Candles to use in havdala
Only one Yahrzeit candle is generally lit per household, but individual family
members can each light their candle as well.

Shabbat Candles
Hanukkah Candles
Candles lit at graves of Rabbi’s

This huge business of candles is mainly handled by Religious groups except the new
scented candles where Russians have taken a lead.

Estimated revenue in the Candles market in Israel amounts to US$ 46.62M in 2023. The
market is expected to grow annually by 3.15% (CAGR 2023-2028). In global comparison, most
revenue is generated in the United States (US$2,155.00m in 2023).In relation to total
population figures, per person revenues of US$5.15 are generated in 2023.

Market Region

Candles w Israel v

Candls in Israel
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The Center for Jewish Heritage - Cochin

For those who missed it, yesterday was
our Indian Ted event!

More than 50 people from the 4
communities of Expatriates came and
it was an amazing evening, with lots of
good connections made.There were
interesting lectures, tasty food, and for
dessert (except cakes.. ) - A stunning
dance workshop with Noah, who can't
help but absorb his amazing energy
and his love for what he is doing.

Thank you very much to everyone who
lectured, participated, danced and a
huge special thanks to Rafi and Norit
Bhonker, our amazing hosts.

The Center for Jewish Heritage Cochin,
the Center for Indian Jewish Heritage,
and Rina Pushkarna who provided us
with good food from her restaurant
Tandoori also contributed to the event.
Hope to see you all at the next event!

Hanukkah is coming... And you know
what that means... Our annual Trivia
event is coming up! More details to
come.
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THE TV TI'D NIDION
JEWISH AGENCY YN
FOR ISRAEL 7N W)

Every one of us, together,
Palkar (Waska
\(,)mcial Representative for d
ewish Agency In India Aliyah, 4 M. 972 54 90099
Absorption & Special Operations Unit y
Kiryat Moriah
Haaskan, 3 i
Jerusalem 9378010 m
THE ' TIO'D NIDION
JEWISH AGENCY
FOR ISRAEL 7X YW
Every one of us, together.
Oren Benjamin
?e':v'cc:‘l Representative for
| Agency' In India Aliyah, M. 972 54 7609
Absorption & Special Operations Unit g
Kiryat Moriah
Haaskan, 3 alyahindia@jafi.
Jerusalem 9378010 M

Jewish Agency for Israel

Immigration to Israel from India / Bene-Israel

Following the release of the Shaniwar Teli issue # 15 on 1.7.2023 we received a request
from Oren and Shirley for a personal meeting. During this meeting they gave us their
Jewish Agency cards showing them as official representative of them for India. They said
some 350 new immigrants have come to Israel under their guidance. Their work is
continuing as per the guidance they receive from the Jewish Agency.

Their official visits to India were reduced by the Jewish Agency during the Covid threat.
At the same time Shirley visited Indian to attend a family wedding. It was her personal
visit so she could not arrange to meet any one on official basis. This is what was wrongly
intemperate as official visiting India but not meeting the waiting immigrants. They
confirmed they are doing the best along with the Jewish Agency to bring them to Israel
ASAP.

Further about the family that were promised Canada House in Ashdod and allotted to
some other family; the problem is that the family does not decide. They have been offered
many different places but they keep saying we can wait, we are in any hurry. So the place
Is given to others. The family seems not sure of their immigrating.

Like John Perry who had told us that no one helped him when he immigrated, that is why
he formed IOBI. Similarly Oren said | do my best to help as | was not helped. | was sent
to Ashkelon without me know that missiles were falling there and you had to run each
time to the ground floor to the shelter, and while running down, to knock every door on
each floor asking them to come down. New he knows Israel so we guide our people well
where should they go and what best ulpan to choose. Shirley takes interviews on zoom to
expedite matters. They are ensuring the community they are offering our community all
the help they can get from Jewish Agency.

The next date when they will be visiting India will be......
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2023/24 — 5784

' q For the new year on Mr. Robin Jhirad’s
FINDING OUR initiative IOBI published a digital list of
BENE ISRAEL ROOTS | ja\yish holidays for the year 2023-24 in

WITH HISTORIAN MR.
NISSIM MOSES.

SEET Hebrew and English. Most of the

JULY 9, 2023
05:30 PM JERUSALEM

. LIVE 3
WEBINAR

community has received it through
various WhatsApp groups

IOBI's photo Calendar Conceptualized and

T —_— . In English & Hebrew designed by Mr Robin Jhirad

A day trip has been planned on 30" Nov. 2013 to Yam Ha Melaka

“ Hebert Samuel Hotel. Only 150 seats available. Buses are arranged.
* * For More information: Hot Springs /Indoor Pool s
I b ) Buffet Lunch
@) //(_,: sl et / Joyce Shirkolkar: 054-7312821 Singers from India
¢ ‘*‘?“a Shiba Simon: 063-4207311 350 NIS

OBl issued their Kol Bene Israel issue in September. You can read it
at the link 10BI Ezine High Holidays 2023 (iobeneisrael.org)

Good News: Yaffa & John has promise us to add Shulmith and me
to the I0BI groub chat. We are waiting to see when this happened.

“leaze jonuz far ths Fer Fore ricemato
=ar0arEnyy DIy atFn  Juvew Shirkulkesr O54-7512621
Shibw S O52-420737
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Magen Hassidim Synagogue
Ronen Bhonkar
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Sept. 7, 2023 Simhath Torah
It can be seen how much love
and affection the managing
commitiee had putin
decorationg the synagogue and
the Sukka.

Though people attented but their
minds and hearts were in Israel
where the war had started.
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Please help us end child malnutrition for more infants today!
https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/07/please-help-us-end-child-
malnutrition.html

With the success of the Infant Malnutrition Intervention (Bal Balwaan Mission),
Gabriel Project Mumbai has been approached by child health services and tribal
community leaders to expand its nutrition program to additional infants
diagnosed with Severe and Moderate Acute Malnutrition in the rural tribal
communities.

Please help us in this amazing endeavor to change the health-trajectory of
hundreds of children at the start of their lives!

This Mother’s Day, celebrating the mothers
fighting for their children’s futures.

Jayshree approached GPM three months ago, and we immediately began treating her
child through our Bal Balwaan/Healthy Child Infant Malnourishment Program, providing
the baby with supplements and nutrients — while also making sure that Jayshree herself
had nutritious food to eat.

But we realized that we needed to do more. Mothers must also eat, and Jayshree
wanted to be strong enough to be able to provide food for herself and her family.
Jayshree enrolled in one of our livelihood programs so that she can now earn enough
money to make sure that both she and her baby will have what to eat. Please donate to

neip:https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/20
23/05/this-mothers-day-celebrating-mothers.html

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 16 Oct. 1, 2023 92



https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/07/please-help-us-end-child-malnutrition.html
https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/07/please-help-us-end-child-malnutrition.html
https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/05/this-mothers-day-celebrating-mothers.html
https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/05/this-mothers-day-celebrating-mothers.html
https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/05/this-mothers-day-celebrating-mothers.html
https://gabrielprojectmumbai.blogspot.com/2023/05/this-mothers-day-celebrating-mothers.html

Raigad & RJA

Herzl Bhonkar

During last three months many things have transpired in Raigad, some sad and some duty.
Heavy Loss:

In Raigad two young brothers Elaan (25) & Israel Benjamin (22) Waskar were lost to the monsoon
storm which shook the whole community. God help the family to bear this loss. Amen.
Synagogue — Alibaug

As the festivals are coming the Alibaug Synagogue was repaired & renovated from inside and re-
painted from outside.

Minyan:

RJA continues its tradition to travel to various synagogues in Raigad and conduct the Friday
prayers.

Ambepur: (No update received by Shaniwar Teli after asking RJA and waiting)

Freshly painted Magen Aboth Synagogue

A rock bearing mystical imprints For the first time an Indian
near Alibaug binds Jews & Hindus “ . ”
szmec : newspaper “Bharat Times

() reporter Sharmilla
: Ganedan wrote about the
Elijah’s Rock in Khandala,

Raigad.
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Kiddush preparation for Yom Kippur in Alibaug
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Sir Elly Kadoorie School

David Talagaokar

On 5th July we celebrated the beginning of 150"
anniversary of the establishment of Sir Elly Kadoorie
School. The Trustees have decided to hold celebrations
the entire year.

To begin with we had a Malida ceremony on Sunday,
the 2nd July, 2023 in the evening in our school hall. The
prayers were conducted by Mr. Ariel Nowgawkar and
in spite of heavy rains we had about 100 men, women
and children present. What is to be noted is that we
had representatives from Thane, New Mumbai, Panvel
and Raigad (Alibag, Rev Danda, Korle Borle, etc.)
present.

Mr. Ezriel Penkar informed the gathering that extensive
repairs were carried out to the school building last year
as the B.M.C. had issued notices to the school that
parts of the school building were in a dilapidated
condition and not fit for running of the school. It was
then that Ezriel Penkar and | executed in writing an
undertaking that the dilapidated parts of the school
building would be repaired.

Without any donations from any source the repairs
were carried out. No appeals were made for donations
to the community members but it was the efforts of
the Trustees that the repairs could be carried out.

Ms. Lebana Penkar also spoke on the occasion.
Amongst the prominent members present were the
Trustees Mr. David Birwadkar and Samuel Wasker and
Mr. Jonathan Solomon, Solicitor and Mr.Levy Reubens,
Solicitor.

The entire expenses for the ceremony came from the
individual Trustees and not from the school funds.
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On 5th July, 2023, the teachers, staff and students of Sir Elly Kadoorie organized celebrations in the school on the occasion of the anniversary of the establishment of the
school, when the students were given certificates of honour for having performed exceeding well in studies and also during the annual sports. Sweets were distributed to
each of the students in the school.

ATeTiel WLl
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF INDIAN JEWS IN ISRAEL. Reg.N0,58-012-410-5
' 580124105 ‘On NnIYY NNIMY 7RIWI ITIN'RXI 7W ¥R [N

THE CENTRAL ORGANIZATION OF INDIAN JEWS

KXY U TY N 112K

Noah Massil had registered this NGO in 1987 and
closed in 2015. Mr. Enoch Joseph (President) & Mr.
Aharon Sugavker (Chairman) have re-opened the
same NGO. The name had been changed in English to
“National Organization of Indian Jews” in Israel.

Good news to our brother’s immigrants from Pakistan!!

India entry visa issue resolved.

Following the meeting of the representatives of the National Organization of
Immigrants, with the Foreign Minister Mr. Eli Cohen regarding the entry visa
to India for Pakistani immigrant Jews living in the country, a meeting was set
with the Indian Consul Mr. Dinesh Udenia where we discussed the difficulty

and refusals of the embassy to grant entry visas to India for native Pakistanis.

The consul on his side promised to do his best to solve such an important
issue and even included a meeting with the Director of the Visa Department
at the embassy who on his side explained in detail how to fill out the
application and promised to help as much as he could to ease the issue.
However, the application will go through according to the usual procedure.

In addition, the consul requested that if there were any unusual cases that would
receive a refusal of their visa application, they should be directed to the
representatives of the National Organization of Immigrants to resolve the issue in
front of the embassy.

The National Organization of Immigrants to India hereby thanks the Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mr. Eli Cohen,

To the Chief of Staff of the Prime Minister in Beer Yaakov Mr. Shimi Tal,

To Mr. Michael Ronen, the head of the India and South Asia Division,

And a special thanks to the advisor of the Foreign Minister, Advocate Ohad Avidar,
who closely followed the entire process of handling our request and until receiving a
final answer.

At your disposal always

The National Organization of Expatriates Indians.
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TITYUR- ITIN *21V DY ,Rainbow Immigrants from India (NGO)

The goal of the group is to unite the immigrants from India throughout their generations and to work for the advancement and consolidation of the community through courses in
education, sports, enrichment, trips, social events and more.
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Who we are: Keshet Ashdod Association Your social
contribution:

"Rainbow of Indian Immigrants Ashdod": Volunteers
from the heart for the Indian community in Ashdod

In the Valley of Culture, an association was
established that leaves a positive social mark in the
heart of the city of Ashdod

The Ashdod Keshet Association of Indian
Immigrants has been operating for about 6 years.
Haim continues with a daring sunrise in the
groundbreaking city of Ashdod, when the "Rainbow
of Indian Immigrants" association was founded by
several members and headed by Mrs. Simcha
Salomon. The need arose because of a number of
requests from members of the Indian community in
Ashdod.

The association offers a celebration of social activity
and causes the daily life of the Indian community to
expand and influence all communities in the city.
This association with focused activity, focused on
volunteering to give classes in English, yoga, Pilates
and learning the Mahrati language, has become a
positive force at the center of Indian community life
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With positive popular tidings wrapped in the
diverse springs of culture, members of the Indian
community in Ashdod are invited to get closer to
the community association, which offers them
stronger support and social ties than ever before.
Every activity within the framework of the
association is conducted by a team of volunteers
from all over the community, who, by allocating
their time and efforts, helped the students with
English lessons, yoga and more. The association also
organizes social events that open the heart and
spirit to activity and partnership, and inspire and
unite all communities in the city.

The association operates as a non-profit
organization and the main goal is to promote the
Indian community in the city in a variety of fields.
"We believe that any activity program that provides
new and improved skills benefits the entire
community." Future plans, following the success of
the current activity, can further improve the living
conditions of the community."

The association received the support of most of the
city's residents, and managed to obtain additional
support from social and other educational
organizations. With the strength of the volunteers
and their desire to contribute to the community,
they were able to develop programs through strong
reading and transparent performance.

"In the future, we intend to expand our activities
and open yoga, English, and language lessons from
Herti and Pilates to the general public, as well as
add instructional classes, and expand to other
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These days before the municipal elections, we
would like to thank Adv. Eli Nacht, who currently
serves as Deputy Mayor of Ashdod. For his
extraordinary work over the past two and a half
years.

For the support, advice, and help in every possible
way behind the scenes so that we can realize all the
plans for the Indian community in Ashdod.

And for this, Mr. Eli Nacht, we want to inform you
that we support you and we are here by your side
all the way, until you are elected mayor of Ashdod.
And we will make sure to recruit most of the Indian
community in Ashdod.

In this invitation we are very grateful to all those
involved in the work behind the scenes,

Ms. Simcha Salomon

Ms. Eva Talgaonkar

Mr. Shmuel Talgaonkar

Mr. Eran Melianker

Mr. Doron Burgauker

The Group Strongly recommends Mr. Eli Nacht as the next Mayor of Ashdod.

These days before the municipal elections, we would like to thank Adv. Eli Nacht, who currently serves as Deputy
Mayor of Ashdod for his extraordinary work over the past two and a half years. For the support, advice, and help
in every possible way behind the scenes so that we can realize all the plans for the Indian community in Ashdod.
For this, Mr. Eli Nacht, we want to inform you that we support you and we are here by your side all the way,
until you are elected mayor of Ashdod. And we will make sure to recruit most of the Indian community in
Ashdod.
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"TRIBUTE IN MEMORY | e B
OF FALLEN INDIAN for a day
SOLDIERS visit to
Ramle
Market on
Aug. 30,
2023 that
was very
successful.
HAIFA INDIAN CEMETERY
21 SEP 2023
J:m! ==

Morning

vy A
.

Ralnbow Ashdod Group in Halfa ceremony on Sept. 21, 2023 Rainbow group in the meeting on the Ashdod beach on Sept. 21, 2023
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% FAITHFUL TO YOUR ROOT1

Prayer for the preservation of

the heritage sites in India

AN
The Jewish community of India in Israel
unites and ga(l’lcrs loguhcr for prayer in
white clothi ng as was the custom of our

ancestors from the days of the First Temple
)1.00.20272
21.09.20273
il
Oranim Beach Ashdod
ISRAEL
schedule:

0/ 05: 00 pm- Gathering

05: 30 pm- Slihot prayer accompanied by an Indian
02 Lard and Indian inseriiments

03 Arvit prayer and hatikon haklali
oy Taking a historical photo “view from above"- we are

all in white
for more details : 0507339997

A very unusual meeting was called by Nagev Doron on 21 Sept. 2023 at 5 PM at
the beach in Ashdod for praying to preserve our heritage in India. The same
morning Indian Embassy had the fallen soldier’s ceremony where many of our
BI groups attended In splte of this, a huge crowd gathered for Nagev

|
AL
|

,.b..gdh ”""A‘!rf

R gm

*’4\,_\_._

Nagev Doron

Psing for balloon

camera

Aharon Sogaokar

People came from Ramat Ha Golan (deep
north) Jerusalem Haifa and buses from Ramle.

A Simcha Shalom h
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We have reached an important time of the year for our Jewish Communities. Will start

by Wishing everyone a Happy New Year 5784 and \Well Over the Fast. It's has been a
great year for us as a few from our Bene Israel Community here in Melbourne have
travelled to catch up with family in Israel.

This is also a good opportunity to thank the Shaniwar Teli Team for the effort that has
been put in behind the scenes to make our Bene Israel Group grow.

Here in Australia there are a few plans to promote our Bene Israel culture through Art.
Members of our community are planning to organise another Art Exhibition in one of our

local Melbourne Synagogues. The plan is to display Artwork of Synagogues from India
for a few weeks and promote our Jewish Heritage among the wider community.

Shana Tova

A few more plans are being worked on and | will keep you all updated on the progress.
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AJDC — JCC Limud

Message from Chair of Limmud - India

Dear Community members!
Shalom!

 gather once again to celebrate the richness of Jewish learning
re, | am filled with excitement and gratitude. Limmud is a
e come together as a community to listen, learn, and
share our insights.
my deepest gratitude to our dedicated staff,
and a Il those who have worked tirelessly
his ev _nt possnble Your passion and

h are kable experlence

Limmud happens todz
worldwide, demonstrating" e broz
as well as the wide spectrum of peop

Limmud is for thinkers curious about new i
perspectives. It is how people connect Jewishly Wi
selves, their local community, and to people around tt

Limmud is a global programme of Jewish learning. AJDC
initiated it in India in 2012 at the JCC.

We have been having this event annually except during the
Covid years. We revived it again this year. Talks on all

aspects including religion, health, culture, and arts as well.

Jews from the Mumbai and Thane community attend.
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ORT-INDIA

Mr. J. Jhirad, Dean, ORT wrote to us the following: | have resigned and completed my notice period at ORT. Mr.
Jhirad has cooperated with us since the beginning of this project. He is a very hardworking sincere and reliable
person. He has also been one of our “Living Legend”. We wish Mr. Jhirad a wonderful future and salute him.
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ITIN 'RXI' - TNA VITA/The New Generation

moreshetbene@gmail.com/ https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=408769704742735&set=a.4087696714094058& _tn__ =%3C

Ari-el Lavi

Our association brought the birth to
consciousness and the Hebrew schedule.
We do the earthly birth. Our goal is to
preserve the tradition and culture of the
Israelites from India. May we remember

and never forget where we came from. It is

very important to pass on to the

generations after us what our parents left.
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Narendra Modi {2

Deeply shocked by the news of terrorist attacks in
Israel. Our thoughts and prayers are with the innocent
victims and their families. We stand in solidarity with
Israel at this difficult hour.

2:14 pm -7 Oct 2023 - 1.2M Views

1,624 Quotes

Terror attack on Israel on s0
years of Yom Kippur war.

Follow

47.8K Likes

7th Sept, 2023
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JRU SUKKOTH RETREAT

Elijah Jacob

JRU Centenary Celebrations
Donation Collection Status
Name Rs.

Elijah & Annie Jacob 10,001
Johnny Jhirad 5,000
Leo Daniels 8,200
Ella Joseph llooz 8,200
Nathan Elijah 4,660

JRU and JRU YG members are
requested to donate for this occasion
and plan to attend it in Oct. 2025.

Name of the Account — Jewish Religious
Union
Name of the Bank — State Bank of India
Branch — Wadala, Mumbai — 400037
Account Number - 33929776177
IFSC Code — SBIN0001102
MICR Code - 400002085

A three nights / four day Sukkot retreat was
organized for JRU members at the hill top
Manas Resort at Igatpuri from

28" September till 1% October 2023.

The 26 participants including the young and
old had an enriching experience building a
sukkah, decorating it and conducting
Shabbat prayers in it.

The blessings over the arba minim were
also recited and their significance explained
to the members. In addition, educational
sessions on Goals and Goals Setting,
Leadership and Community Development
were undertaken by lay leaders Elijah Jacob
and Johnny Jhirad, both of whom were ex
JRU Youth group members.

In addition, housie, quizzes and karaoke
singing brought in a lot of fun, cheer and
camadarie among the members. Pool time
and indoor sports were enjoyed by the
members during free time.

The retreat truly was an enriching
experience for all with the right elements
of fun and education thrown in during the
retreat. This was partly subsidized by the
WZO and World Union of Progressive
Judaism, Israel.

DR e
S v o -

JRU Sukkot retreat at Igafpuri.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 16 Oct. 1, 2023

107




You would think what a wonderful thing to build a sukkah. But it is one
of the most Jewish reasons for fights. Sukkah should be built under the
sky. So where to build it? It needs electricity and that should come only
from your home. You cannot use the building electricity or water. So it
has to be below you home. If you have a parking place below your
home, you may be lucky, but even if you use your parking place, where
do you park your car? Further the car standing next to you should not

get disturbed. There should be enough places to open all the four doors.

If they complain, the municipal office will ask you to remove the sukkah.

Most of the old building doesn’t have open parking in the compound of
the building. Here the problem is worse. People wait on Kippur morning
for you to leave to go to the graveyard and block the parking place by
putting the four corners. Though by religious law you can do that only
after You Kippur, but then no one will move their cars. Sometimes many
families will build a sukkah from the same building and then there is
hardly place to park. People are told to keep their cool during Sukkoth.
The religious families with many children live in small homes but they
will insist on a balcony for build a sukkah.

The holy book of Mysticism, the Zohar, says that when entering a
Sukkah, we sit under God’s shadow. In Hebrew, the word “Sukkah” has
a numerical value of 91, and the two names of God that describe God’s
attribute of mercy are also equal to 91. The Holy Baal Shem Tov says
when a person spends time in a Sukkah, he is refined and draws a Godly
light, similar to when immersed in a Mikvah, a ritual bath.

\*:1 o “LT‘ s

i'l
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Calgary is a city of 1.35 million people, located in the southern part of the province of Alberta, just east of the Rocky
Mountains, in Western Canada. Calgary has corporate headquarters for most Canadian oil & gas Exploration &
production companies.

We are a handful of Bene Israeli families in Calgary we do not have a large Bene Israeli congregation nor a
synagogue/prayer hall here. Though we are Sephardi, we pray in Ashkenazi Synagogues.

For some Shabbat & High holidays, we attend prayers in any of the 4 Synagogues in Calgary. They are Chabad
(orthodox), Bet Tzedek (conservative) & Temple B'nai Tikva (reform) House of Jacob (orthodox). In addition there are 2
prayer halls i.e. Chabad, another location (orthodox) and the other is Kehilat Shalom (formed by the local congregation).

For Selihot, we participate online on zoom from India and Israel. We dearly miss the beautiful Bene Israeli melodies of
services during the high holy day services. We listen to CDs of these melodies to remind us of our precious & cherished
memories & our rich cultural heritage.

We get together for our festivals in each other's houses. We enjoy wearing Indian costumes like sarees with jewellery
and gajras.

I

We prepare ghasa cha halwa for Rosh hashanah, 5 or 7 vegetables & rice kheer for khiri cha Roza day, saat padri and nankati for Kippur, pan rolls with
coconut filling for Sukkot, sandan and alberas fish curry for Simchat Torah, bhajiyas for Hannukah, malida with many fruits and also a few new fruits (for
shekiyani blessings) for Tu be shavat, puranpoli for Purim, rice chappties & home-made matza for 8 days of Passover, kadva vaal and chapati (puri) for Tisha
be Av and for Selihot we eat jalebi with malai and pav (homemade) sandwich. As much as we cook the Bene Israeli traditional dishes here, we miss very much

the authentic & rich culinary heritage of Bene Israelis particularly during the Jewish holidays.

Recently we celebrated the 94th birthday of a senior most member of our Bene Israeli families in Calgary. We were honored to be as a family. She was an

active member of our community in Mumbai. She is a mother, grandmother and a great grandmother.

We have 3 Jewish cemeteries in Calgary. My maternal grandmother is laid to rest in one of them and in the other my maternal uncle is laid to rest in one of
the other cemeteries. The ceremonies were/are conducted as per the Bene Israeli style and traditions in addition to the Ashkenazi prayers.

We have mingled with the Ashkenazi community but have not forgotten our Bene Israeli culture and traditions, we are practicing them with honor and pride.

Thank you from Shaniwar-Teli Janet Penkar
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Calgary Jewish Federation holds all the festivals year after year. Some of the event pictures sent by Janet Michael Penkar. Thankyou Janet. \

It was 2 deg C for Erev Sukkot and there were heaters placed in the
sukkah. Here, where | live, they have Sukkah a plain one without
decorations like how we have in India and Israel with fruits etc. Here
they have all posters with prayers etc.

They serve lots of wine, vodka and whiskey was given to everybody.
Lots of hot food including hot and yummy pea soup, chicken soup,
beagles, challah, Salads, pastas, rice. Since it was Friday, and Chabad
is orthodox, | did not take pictures.

Most people wear black here. | think | was the only one in colored
blouse.

/ e N ‘;’.v‘
] L 5 ,'
= 0

Friday Evening -

I-r;age in Bl home Sukkah

Here is a taste of all the various celebrations at Chabad and JCC
during various festivals from Tuba Suvat to Hanukkah. We try to
prepare Indian dishes when we can.

For Purim
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The national community union for the Indian Jews community in Israel (NCU)

This group NCU is led by Mr. Soagakar along with
Mr. Yehuda Sassoonker and Mrs. Sigalit Moshe
(Nagavkar). They put a lot of effort in collecting
funds for scholarships for sports in Israel. They
arrange Indian programs by inviting artists from
India. Moshe himself has his one orchestra.
NTIN' A DY TN' APZNRAI0 N T IT NXIAP WX
W'pwn on .(OpP2) nwn n'7aro0 1l nIvY
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Moshe with a a

g
'
d L

yor candidate from Kiryat

Gat who promised a Bl community center.

A successful meeting
with Foreign Minister
Eli Cohen of the Likud
in the Israeli Knesset,
Kadimaha for
success.

July 17, 2023.

In the meeting the
topic of conditions of
the cemeteries in
India was discussed.
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DAONO Npn? / Sargam Band of Moshe Sogaokar
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Moshe Malenker
Director, David
Pazerker, Octopad
Ronnie Stacker .
Saxophone. Moshe

Fps ; Sogawker and Singer
il | Yoda Shaked

s

Y NI

At Fallen Soldiers ceremony in Haifa on Sept. 21, 2023
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Shaar Hashamaim ( Gate of Heaven) Synagogue, Thane

e

Mr. David Ghosalkar, Trustee of Chaya Kozlovsky organized a Challa Making
Shaar Hashamaim ( Gate of Heaven) evening on 10th Sept. and we all paid in to join at
the

Synagogue hoisted today the Flag on
77th Independence day in presence
of Bene- Israeli community and Police
officers. Happy Independence Day to
all. 15.8 2023.

Gate of Heaven Synagogue Thane. Thanks to Leah
Waskar for the update.
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Bene-Israel Golden Age Group

We, the Managing Committee members
take immense pleasure to announce that
our Golden Age Group's 27th Annual
Malida, which was conducted on the 27th
of August,2023 was a grand success
amongst 80 people of our Community. It
was followed by a spiritual talk by Rabbi
Joshua Kolet from Israel, followed by
Selichot.

It was our privilege to welcome our Chief
Guest Solicitor Levi Ruben along with his
wife Lebana. Our second guest was Mrs.
Rebecca Hillel.

Delicious Food was served voluntarily
prepared by Mrs. Penninah Awaskar.

This event was successful only because you
all who attended. Please join us for
different events we plan to organize in the
near future.

Thanks once again and Regards
Diana Haims
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Nissim Moses’s various Interviews for future reference

1. NISSIM MOSES HISTORIAN TELLS ABOUT BENE ISRAEL IN ... - YouTube

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR8DC7y2Uj0
NISSIM MOSES TELLS ABOUT BENE ISRAEL IN INDIA & ISRAEL. AboutPressCopyrightContact
usCreatorsAdvertiseDevelopersTermsPrivacyPolicy & SafetyHow YouTube worksTest new featuresNFL Sunday Ticket...

2.The Indian Jewish community has brought the two nations closer

www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/the-indian...
Nissim Moses is a historian and president of the Indian Jewish Heritage Centre. The views expressed are personal

3.The Indian Jewish community has brought the two nations closer

www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/the-indian...
Nissim Moses is a historian and president of the Indian Jewish Heritage Centre. The views expressed are personal

4.Portrait of a Congregant: Nissim Moses - Kulanu
kulanu.org/.../portrait-congregant-Nissim-Moses

Nissim Moses is a large presence, tall and avuncular. Fluent in Hindi, Hebrew, English and Marathi, he also speaks

a little German and French. Maps of Israeli cities hang on the walls of his small office in New Delhi, and a lot of
high-tech equipment sits on its desks and tables. A Bombay-born citizen of Israel, Moses moved temporarily to
New ...

5. https://youtu.be/ZR8DC7y2Uj0
My Interview With G.B. Thimosene. AHRON19@GMAIL.COM,
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Pending Matters

Following matters remain pending for the Bene-Israel community

1. Indian Jewish Federation (IJF) has donation money collected
in 2018 for the repairs of the memorial. The amount in 2018
was 3+ lacs Rs. Present values could be 6+ lacs Rs. or more.
This money should be returned to the community donors as
the memorial repairs 2 to 3 Cr. Rs. and this is not possible
for our community members to gather.

2. A memorial for Mr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar as father of
our community should be built in a suitable Bene-Israel
place.

3. The grave of Mr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar in Mazgao should
be repaired and a proper information board placed in place.

4. The restoration of current monument /replacement with a
new one and wall should be built in Navgao cemetery. We wish our community Good Luck that we achieve all the six
points and more. We do not have a rich man like David Sassoon to

, spend money lavishly on making memorials and restoring
built for the devotees. synagogues and heritage places. So it only depends on our
community how they work. We don’t have any leader. Never had.
A leader who thinks of our community is missing since Mr. Haeem
Samuel Kehimkar left us. He too was opposed and abused by his
7. Making sure that Masale group researched is watched own people. It amazes me how Mr. Joshua Bhonkar managed to
carefully as they create fake history of Bene-Israel as per build the Memorial in Navgao with all the opposition.
the community members.

5. A hall for performing Malida at Elijah’s Rock needs to be

6. All the Bene-Israel points in the heritage route should be
maintained in good condition.
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Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible

Follow us on Face book and become our friends: https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1

To Our Readers

1. Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com

2. Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

3. We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.

4. No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.

5. Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

6. There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong or
misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private circulation. Only
purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any abusive language is used
against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shani war Tele is a collective team. No individual is
responsible.

Above is the regular newsletter that was ready to be

sent out on 6. , Oct. 2023

Below is the part after 7" Oct. 2023
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After Simchat Torah 7.10.2023 when the war started

We waited with relalease of this issue on 1 Oct. 2023 to add the Simchat Torah pictures from around the world. Instead Simchat Torah
morning bought shock wave & grief to all the Jews in the world. Hamas had attacked Israel with one of the worst damaging. Instaed of
Simchat Torah pictures, we now have these pictures. Moments that we hope they were not.

May the whole
world see how an
Israeli officer
drinks an Arab
girl how much

humanity our
soldier has
Raz wolf
Share

compassion and =

If anyone
recognizes her.
She was
kidnapped in
Gaza on the
terrible Saturday.

of a kidnapped
soldier in Gaza

| want to publish
the photo
everywhere.

My friend who is e

These are the eople
Lth;n Hamas kidnapped
-
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Walking on Israel Flag in Father’s murder Whole family murdered Soilders find children

Hamas says their God changed
Istambul Market hidden by the parents

the direction of the missile

£

.
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Children burnt alive
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Read every day this short psalm to thank God for his daily miracles. |
350 Hamas missiles changed directions and hit Gaza including their hospital. God’s Miracles
S DI 00N 7Y DFINT NITIAYT T ATH WD MNma DX oF D NOf
350 007K YW 0'01IN 0N 0'7IND 2D YD ATV 1YADI |11') 13'W ONaNn Y70

100/ P

8 A psalm to accompany the (hnnluoﬁng-oﬂmn;

1 MIZMOR 'sdo, A% MM«
A psalm of thanksgiving,

hori-u La-donoy kol ho-oretz.  .yIX1 23 Mm% w™ i

call out to HASHEM everyone on earth,

2 Ivdu es Adonoy b'simcho, ANNW MM DK TMY 2
Serve HasnEM with gladness,*
bé-u 1'fonov birnono. 13 ™97 X2
come before Him with joyous song.
3 D'u ki Adénoy hu Elohim ,D‘ﬂ'?ls RYT MM D2 WT s
Know that Hasnes, He is God,
hu osonu, v'l6 anachnu, MK 192) NPy KN
it is He Who made us and we are His,
amd v'tzon mar-isd. AN XYY Y

His people and the sheep of His pasture.
4+ Bé-u sh'orov b'sddo, ATTIND YWW KD -

cha-tzayrosov bis-hilo, %N vohyn
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, His Courtyards with praise,
hodu 16 bor'chu sh'md MY 1073 A% T

give thanks to Him, bless His Name
5 Ki tov Adonoy, I'dlom chasdo, , 1700 D'?\}l'? A0 210 3

For Hasngm is good, His kindness endures forever,

v'ad dor vodor emunoso. ANMK ) Iy

and from generation to generation is His faithfulness,

Issued by Shaniwar-Teli

124




oYy Tren
LN oY NIE™

SE0 oY M S aeh T Ten
breist apr 1T M3 T SN
TP Y PEa0 Thnna

SIS KOUNNE BTYSR TTTTOR DRt R Y
USRS IO T SR e T s g
AP NS ANE W3 ANET TR T3 TR
T D €9
X7 OV6 S VRN TV ORI R SRS 2 O KT 0T
amneim 03T KN DIVIY (37 TN OnY MIERD

nsen

K TOF S8 Tor 52 95 1 T K3 O T RR

Mg U DI DNOYT 8D W R T Ne3T

~Yam e R rea b uvyo Seam o oee

WSRO0 WD TR MR L 1T Y
UFMIr T WP U

57 ¥ Ww 7 R TIe0 WE? v vk e nep
ahIn SR I K3 YT YR RS T

STOR2 P 7 1P T DTN TR KD U MED
Ay K3H MSTYON MM IMEME W Y38 orEm

TR e TR M2 93 M9ER ST AP S uninn
TP RS TR Y T
o vy PR T T

T o
4

Prayer for protection and salvation of the nation of Israel

Composed by Rav Ovadiah Yosef during Operation Cast Iron

May it be Your will, Hashem our G-d and G-d of our forefathers, that You should be filled with
mercy for us and for your entire nation Israel, and You should save us and deliver us from the
hand of our enemies and those who hate us and from the hand of those who seek to harm us.
Annul their counsel and destroy their thoughts, their hands should not be resourceful. As it is
said, "Produce counsel and it will annulled, speak a word and it will not be fulfilled, for the Lord
is with us." And it is said, "Hashem annulled the counsel of the nations and He dissolved the
thoughts of the peoples." May it be Your will that their sword should strike their own heart and
their bows should be broken.

Please Hashem, let Your mercy be on us and on Your entire nation Israel, please rise from the
Throne of Judgement and be seated on the Throne of Mercy. Deal with us beyond the letter of
the law, and annul from us all harsh and evil decrees. Decree on us good decrees of salvation
and comfort for the sake of Your mercy. Tear the evil decree which has been passed on us and
may our merits be read before You.

Rise to our help and redeem us for the sake of Your kindness. Please Hashem, watch over and
protect Your servants, the flock of Your keeping, the soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces. Save
them from booby traps, may no evil befall them, may no trouble come close to their tents, and
deliver them from all types of calamities and mishaps which are raging to come to the world.
Please send complete healing to all the sick of Your nation Israel. Please hearken to our
supplications, for You listen to the prayer of every mouth. Blessed is the One who hears prayer.

Hashem is my Rock and my Redeemer.
May Hashem grant strength to His nation, may Hashem bless His nation with peace.
Amen, amen.

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 16 Oct. 1, 2023

125




Yy en
LN DY NI

LT 0P M7 AeTS v e
Lot ap1 1T M3 TI0 BN
TP T pEan Thnna

SIS KORING TSR ST TR T TRhe 1R
WS IO UFTIM TR SRR Tor v g
AMIPTD NS AN WT AN TROD 75 A3 URIT)
TNIT N T W WRIT T TN ST R #)
N0 DV NG VSN TV R U U2 oYY KT O
amrem o3 N oYY [T TN oD e
s
) TR S Tur B2 55 17 T K O TR
SuEY W7 CI3NT SR MO TR X N K03
M e Rep a9 uvyo Seam e
WIFRNTOT WD ARTT MR e T By
uTar M W U

57 1 0w 1 R T1e0 wEh v v Ao e
ghn See N RIE e e RS T
LSTONRD 3 80 IR T DTN TERP KD U 2D
2hps K37 MSTYON MIRM IMEmE 1 3n o
ST a yoen bser e n Soh mohe mwen g e
TDER e TR 58 99 m9RN I AR TS aninn
I I T RR e
abame PR T
TR

AR g FEgH U9 U9 daE 98 g [Eadt unkn

e gdean 2a amg walta goR, q smrsnrand enfdr siuem wigul swa aprd
a4l qut sl |, SAftr  mTE YU HUA M1 HPTen WEE 07 IIHEl §N INUR g
g 31y e Geur e DBUR gl g smrdl gea sudl, sl gell g srdl |
T geen 1E B0 M0 AR @ER Gy S0, 9E §10 eEE T0Ed. 38 ged e @l
el o1 afy @ I dide, U Wag aven v @ quf EUR A, FRU YUIR ImTerEta]
FHar, Wi TEER G geOdR Aeed ity IR v @2d 9Kk, @ gl = s

FUa @ TR T amrear for qEa dudf wwe PR @1 3, U araren
feraass 3a1 snfor ghan ey foms @1 srarem sgrran gdfted smyansd
agR & 3 pem afld §d FER I A1 HRW W FU. IR FIAE Il Hi
i Wi T NS TLE TR NI ATl JF HISW WIgH e Mo e
0 4 896 qHAOIHR dhd Wad

T WAt 41 Sft UEn FUERR Al P B, § IR FUGT I Jasiay
, T USUR $SUaY, U SR o AfFetaw s 31 anfty [id e sa. @i
24, W drEdl. i deuides Soidldl @ 33 R sty S Qi §d weRe
Ol M SO @i WU B P TS APTae &9 s Wifsa sredem
di@i S SRPY . 8 YWY S Wil BT SR g MO e el YEdn.

yaard MEiol SO TRHAR o= 1)

GO Wi g ftr Wi IERE g )

URHAT MU TP Ol 24l |

GUIWR I9E] P Wi &d )

WA |, WA

Translated by Danny Daniels Bhonkar and written out by Elias Daniels Bhonkar . Thank you Danny & Elias
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One of the few luckey one who was saved, a true story.

07.10.2023
20 minutes after this wonderful clip, Vinir and | went to the side, we started to see the missiles flying over our
heads, "What is that?" | asked him, "Missiles" he answered.

Me and the anxiety attacks, which are very close to my heart of course, started acting together, an "I'm going
to die" anxiety attack, from the missiles of course.

We started running to the car, and | fall on the floor from crying and Vinir picks me up and grabs my hand and
tells me "everything is fine, let's fly away, we have to get home".

We got into the car and started driving, we drove really fast, the police said to turn right but this is not the road
to Tel Aviv, so we turned back and turned to the other side, the mistake of our lives or we were saved, only
God knows, in the direction of Tel Aviv they were waiting for us, blocking the road, three vans, about 8 :
terrorists (Who really remembers?), we drove into the terrorists, Yanir quickly realized that they were aiming Palestine Attack Israel
guns at us and turned the car around as fast as he could, one bullet in the front windshield, passed right ——
between me and Yanir and God knows how many more bullets, the whole car is sprayed, all the windows are
broken, They just fired at us without hesitation, everything they had.

We drove to the other side, they were waiting for us there as well, we met a couple of friends who told us there were terrorists on the other side
as well, we all got out of the car and ran, we laid down in some bush, the four of us.

Until it was quiet, not exactly quiet, just less bullets flying overhead, we checked what was happening and decided to return to the vehicles, all
the other vehicles drove, if the four of us stay we are dead.

We drove until we saw a gas station, Yanir decided to head there, 18 people from the party were there, together with us, inside a gas station,
fear God, | can't believe we survived this, waiting for the killers to enter the station, the policemen who would have left us alone, we were left with
one security guard with gun.

3 hours we were in the dimension, dying of fear, calling everyone possible to save us.

The army arrived, "Run to the vehicles, as many people as possible in each vehicle, save yourselves, just drive”, no, this is not a joke, just drive
towards Nitivot and whatever happens will happen anyway, we succeeded, Moshav Takuma's security personnel waved at us from the fence,
come, enter us , and led us to the most perfect family in the world, who took care of us, housed us, fed us, gave us a place to sleep, to feel safer
after a very long day that we all had, thank you thank you that I'm here, thank you that Shinir is here, thank you that we were saved from this hell.
And sorry, sorry to all my friends that we couldn't save, sorry that you are lying somewhere, sorry that | had no way to help, sorry that | didn't
stop to take you all, sorry.

This story is sad, | was saved but piles of my friends are lying in piles of corpses, may your memory be blessed, they abandoned us in the field,

I'm sorry. Share so that everyone knows the horrors!!!
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Death of another Bene-Israel soilder in Gaza

Our Bene Israel boy, it is with great sorrow and gloomy grief that we
announce the death of Ben Dimona, Hallel Solomon, the Lord will restore
his blood, who fell in the battle in Gaza.

We share in the grief of the parents Ronit and Mordechai and the sisters:
Yasmin, Hila, Vared and Shaked.

Hillel studied at Alfasi and Amiasaf school, went up to the Zinman division
and studied at KMG high school. Hillel aspired to be a warrior and to do
significant service and enlisted in Givat.

Hillel was a devoted son and honoring his parents was always in front of
his eyes, having good qualities with endless giving, modesty and humility.

The whole city of Dimona is grieving his passing. Of blessed memory.

May God bless his soul!
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A Bene-Israel Fighetr at age 90!
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Mr. Moses David Varsulkar, age 90, from
Zambhulpada has threatned to start a
“Hunger Strike” as the local Bene-Cemetry
of our ancestors is been polluted by waste
water flowing from a nearby commercial
hotel in to the cemetery.

He has reported the matter to the

authorities but no action has been taken.
See the interview at: Shivsatta Times | TTETd
AT2d TS THTSITH @I - YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fD5mZ9iulw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fD5mZ9iulw

Sassoon has taken up this case of Mr. Moses David Varsulkar from Zambhulpada and we hope they will succeed in stopping

this pollution and get proper compensation from the hotel and Graham Panchayat.

- BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY
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Understanding the Panvel Court Case

Moses Korekar

. Shri. Meses Elijah Jacob Korlekar

. Shri, Scloman Nissim Palkar

Akshay B Steetman Society,Plot No.11
Sector 3, New Panvel, Raigad

AT e N
m e Exh, 95
“";' o @ ’\Z'?_fe_b Presemtedon ¢ 271072006
o ng Y Registerwdon ¢ 011172006
¥ Koy r & Decided on : moen
. “2Yy Duration SV, M. D,
el |°"'}",‘ P M2

M sy

BEFORE THE JOINT CHARITY COMMISSIONER,
GREATER MUMBAI REGION, MUMBAI

(Presided over by N. S, Pawar)

In the matter of -
Beth-EL-Synagogue, Panvel
P.T.R. No. D-4 (Ralgad)

2 2 G
MISC. APPLICATION NO. 81 OF zgg/f" ﬁ

1. Shri Simon Samson Dighodkar, f
B/3/1 Ashoka Garde Co-Op Society
Sawarkar Chowi, Panvel 410 206

}
)
}
2. Shri. Isaac Benjamin Malekar }
}
}

]

809/1, M.G Road, Beth-EL-Synagogue,
Panvel — 410 208

Vis,

1. Mrs. Naomy Jojeph Massil
Shubh Nirman Society, Plot No. 1
Sector 3, New Panvel, Raigad

}
}
}
2. Smt. Shera Moses Satamkar }
B-10-3-3-3, Sector 13, )
New Panvel, Raigad }
3. Smt. Yafa Reubn Kolatkar }
A1, Mandar-Jyot Building, }
Old Thana Naka Road, }
Near Lion Garden, Panvel 410 206 }

Sneha Sadan Bldg., Ground Floor,
S. N Electronics, Near Adarsh Lodge
Blgg., Panvel 410 206

€. Shri. David Benjamin Chinchelkar
908/1, M. G. Road, Beth-EL-Synagogue
Panvel 410 208

7. Shai. Joshuva Yahuda Pingle
M-52, Sector 7, Vashi,
Navi Mumbai

8. Shri, Isaac Yosef Mapgaokar

908/1, M G. Road, Beth-EL-Sy ue
Panvel 410 206 e

9. Shri. Soloman Moses Satamkar
B-10-3-3.3, Sector 13,
New Panvel, Raigad

10. Smt. Merry Samuel Koletkar
Neel Residency, Block No.102,

1st Floor, Sector 3, New Panvel, Raigad

11. Smt. Ester Elias Dwekar

Putnima A-11, 1st floor, Plot No.25,
Sector 2, New Panvel, Raigad

12, Branch Manager, Dena Bank
Panvel Branch
Piot No.151, Pati| Complex

AstF)
Near Rotary Circle, M.C.CHS oo
: 10206

“BI3Golden Drem Arcade
Near MTNL Exchange Bldg.

Opp. P.N. G, Jewe

Panvel - 410 205

}
}
}
}
}
}
)
}
}
)
}
}
)
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
)
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}

1. Applicant No.1 Shri. Simon Samson Dighodkar In person.
2. Opponent No.4 Shri, Moses Elijah Jacob Korlekar in

pPerson
JUDGMENT
( Delivered on 28/01/2021)
1 The present Misc. Application No. 91 of 2006 is filed

by Shri. Simon Samson Dighodkar & Shri. Isaac Benjamin
Malekar both from Raigad praying therein to issue contempt
notice to the opponents No. 1 to 7 & 12 and 8 to 11 to join
hands with opponents No. 1 to 7 and 12. The applicants also

prayed that directions be given to Opponent No.13 for

——

investigating and reporting in the proceeding. Also
R 5 T
.4

2]

administrator be appainted on the Trust administration, -

v\
PR 2

|

—ral
" e

2. The applicants’ case is that the applicants are ‘li\i&ul

authorized trustees of the Trust " Beth-EL-Synagogue, Panvel",

having P.T.R. No. D-4 (Raigad) (hereinafter for the sake of
brevity referred as "said Trust”). The applicants submit that the
opponents No. 1 to 7 and 11 are encroachers not authorized
members of the said Trust, Opponent No,12 is the Manager of
Jdena Bank, Panvel Branch. The applicants further submit that

Shaniwar Teli e-Newsletter Volume # 16 Oct. 1, 2023

131




4

the opponents legally operating S.B. Alc. No.6364 from the

; undertaking for not
Trust Bank where as they have given an
withdrawing the said amount to the Honble Joint Chariy
Commissioner, Maharashtra State, Mumbai on 31/8/2004. In
spite of such undertaking the amount was withdrawn on or
about 14/7/2006. The applicants refied upon the said order
marked and attached to the proceeding at Exh.A. The Trust is
at Panvel having a place of worship for Jewish Community.
The opponents No. 1 to 11 are not members nor trustees,
illegally holding the administration of the Trust since 9/10/1599.
The opponents broke and open the lock of the worship place,
destroyed record of holly books and valuables and after forcible
Possession started iflegal activities including collection of

donations. The large amount is misappropriated by them.

Assistant Charity Commissioner, Raigad failed to contro! the
opponents on the applicants’ complaints. The Opponents No. 1

(éo 3 jointly withdraw approximately Rs.7,00,000/- (Rupees

5
Seven Lakhs only) from the Saving Bank Account, Dena Bank,

Panvel Branch on or about 14/7/2006 and used the amount for
" Personal use causing wrongful loss to the Trust and wrongful
9ain to themselves. The applicants filed the complaint against
the opponents under Section 41E challenged the election
procedure adopted by the opponents, which is still pending.
Vide this application the applicants are praying to initiate
contempt proceeding against the opponents for violating the
order dated 10/8/2005 of Joint Charity Commissioner,
Maharashtra State, Mumbai in Application No. 9 of 2003 filed

under Section 41E of The MPT Act, 5 *“\
"'l'ol fan,_ v,
i N

3. Per contra the Opponents No. 1 to. 11 ﬁ[gqf-'(h,h’-‘v.! /

Written  Statement at Exh. 18, wherein lhe‘;oqbs@" ;i
vehemenlly opposed the application stating therein that the
applicants have not come before this authority with clear hands
but have suppressed material facts from this authority, No
contempt has been committed by the opponents violating any
lawful order passed by the Hon'ble authority.  Therefore, the
question of issuing contempt notice does not arise. The

opponents further submitted that the applicants are not the
lawful

% trustees of the Trust. The applicants filed application No,

b |
6
9 of 2003 under Section 41E which was disposed of on
10/82005 by Joint Charity Commissioner, Maharashtra State,
Mumbai directing Assistant Charity Commissioner, Raigad to
settle the voters list and conduct election. The said voters list
was challenged by Writ Petition No.7435 of 2003 in the Hon'ble
High Court, Bombay which was dismissed on 26/10/2005. The
eledionwascmdmedand opponents No. 1to 4, 7 to 11 were
declared as trustees, Change Report to that effect is filed
before  Assistant Charity Commissicner, Raigad, which is
pending. that the applicants are not the trustees of the Trust
The Oppanents No. 1 to 11 except Opponents No. 5 to 8 are

the trustees of the Trust and Opponents No. 5 & 6 were the

previous trustees of the Trust. No encroachment on the Trust

funds from the opponents, in fact the opponents were managing
the affairs of the Trust. The interim order dated 31/8/2004 has
Merged in the final order dateq 107872005, So there is n-o
Question of contempt, As per the final order dated 10/8/2005 in
Application No. 9 of 2003, the opponents were directed not to
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7
opponent No. 1, 2 & 3 in personal capacity. However, after
election the Account was opened in the Trust name. The
opponents have acted in the best interest of the Trust and there
is no question of violation of the lawful order. Since Wit
Petition No. 7434 of 2005 was dismissed on 26/10/2005
challenging the voters list Therefore the Opponents No. 1 to
11 are the members of the Trust and entitled for the trusteeship.

' No records were destroyed by the opponents. Locks were not
broke and open when the opponents came into management by
virtue of election. The opponents are not tress passers. The
Trust administration is not unauthorizely carried out by the

opponents. The allegations with the funds of amount to

8
receipt at Exh8, Opponent No4 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.9, Opponent No.5 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.10, Opponent No.7 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.11, Opponent No.11 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.12, Opponent No.12 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.13, Opponent No.2 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.90, Opponent No.6 as per acknowledgement
feceipt at Exh g1, Opponent No.8 as per acknowledgement
receipt at Exh.92, Opponent No.9 as per acknowledgement

receipt at Exh.93 & Opponent No.10 as per acknowledgement

receipt at Exh.94, Perused all the documents before me,

Following point came to my consideration,

i Asperfinal
order

5. As stated hereinabove the present application is

filed by the applicants for issuing contempt notice against the
Opponents No. 1 to 12, for directions to the Ass_isumiCharity
Commissioner, Raigad for inquiry and for appointment of
receiver or Trust administrator, As far as point No.1 is
concerned the applicants have relied upon the order passed by
Joint Charity Commissioner, Maharashtra State on 31/8/2004
disposing of the application at Exh. 21 wherein the applicant had

| recorded my ; = By o
d that the opponents are misusing | sty ef
Rs.7,00,000/- was withdrawn from the S.B. }ewur&No 6364 findings accordingly. e = " M’ e
,f‘ it is essential to impound the Bank Pa 400k f! e Fustody
for the personal benefit is wreng, infact the, bal Points .

} Eindings and possession of the opponents. In th p

the said account was transferred to t \ 1. Whether the Misc, Apphication :: Mo

. issui ) \dvocate gave the undertaki "
- Trust name. Therefore the appllcauon\h( P‘:::ﬂ for issuing contempt g ng dated 31 As per
no mmonponents No. 1to liscussion opponents undertake that
notice does not survive and deserves to be rejected. }2 2 TPy Ql\ﬂe? PP e that they will not withdraw the
mount from Dena Bank, Panvel Alc. No. 6354 till Scheme
2 enmetﬁ\ef*‘a;;,dnr NS to the :: No. S——
4 Heard bath the parties in person at length.  The 0{:«::* No, 18 for inquiry be ppilcation. Change Report etc. decided by Assistant Charity
proceeding being contempt proceeding allthe parties were oveqZ ;.'// ommissioner, Alibaug. In case if opponents requires to spend
3. Whether appointment of receiver :: No Wards ob :
served in person as Opponent No.1 as per acknowledgement or  administrator in present - wards objects of the Trust, they will approach the Hon'ble
receipt at Exh.7, Opponent No.3 as per acknowledgement situation is necessary? ;nhomy for approval' and so the application at Exh.21 was
" 4 3
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disposed of. The applicants submit that this undertaking was
violated by the opponents and withdrawn approximately
Rs.7,00,000/- on or before 1417/2006. The applicants have
relied upen the Bank Pass-book for the S.B. Account No. 6364,
On perusal of the said Pass-book at Exh.63 it seems that the
account was closed on 14/7/2006 and the new account
No.7514 with the Trust's name was opened from 14/7/2006 with
the balance amount of Rs.4.45585- Thus the withdrawal is
not frem the Bank Ale. No. 6354 but from Bank Ale. No.7514.
As per the undertaking the opponents who was then
administering the Trust had filed an application at Exh.29 of the
proceeding No.8 of 2003 seeking permission for funds
withdrawal for day to day administration up to amount
Rs 85,900/-, No order was passed on the said application. But
as per the final order dated 10/8/2005 which reads *1.
Application is allowed. 2. Opponents are hereby restrained or
not to interfere and obstruct in the activities of trust in question
till any aMamngemm 's made under Sec 41E of the

‘ - 55. £
In view of Section 4; Assistant Charity Commissioner, Raigad

hhorbﬁg&m’_ settle a vakid voters list by hearing both the

Borr‘y Public Trus{ Act, 1950 to look after the trust affairs. 3,

parties and aspirants if any and arrange to hold election of the

11

' Trust under the supervision of Inspector or any other official as
per the bye-laws of instrument of the Trust within 45 days from
the date of passing of this order. 4. Inform Assistant Charity
Commissioner, Raigad accordingly”. Since the application 3t
Exh.29 no order was passed, therefore it is rightly said by the
opponents the interim order and the pending appliw_ion got
merged in the final order. It is the understanding where a
dejure or defacto trustees are running the administration of the
“Trust required basic funds for the administration of the Trust
and as per the undertaking, the application at Exh.29 was
submitted by the opponents. Therefore, from the record before
me | do not find any contempt done by the opponents or have
violated any order of the authority appointed by Charity office.

Therefore, | answer point No.1 in the negative,

Point'No.2 for direction to oppone( 513" istant

Charity Commasstoner Raigad for inquit &nd

that the order passed under Applicat'o\;:f 087 with
5
directions to Assistant Charity Commissio Raigad is

sufficient.  Application No, 9 of 2003 is already disposed of.
Application No. 91 of 2006 which s before this authority can be

sufficiently dealt with present documents in hand. Therefore, |

do not find any further inquiry is necessary. As far as status of

a b

the opponents is concemed, Change Report for the election
held as per the directions in Application No. 9 of 2003 is still
pending. Therefore, | answer Point No.2 n the negative.

6. As staled hereinabove there was direction for
election in Application No. § of 2003, Elections were held.
Change Report 1o that effect is pending. The body which is
administering the Trust their locus yet to be decided, Whatever
act they do they are accountable for the same. Therefore,
presently | do not find it is necessary 1o appoint administrator on
the Trust. | therefore answer Peint No.3 in the negative,

[ However, seeing the present status of the
administrative body of the Trust, | find it is necessary to direct
the Assistant Charity Commissioner-V, Greater Mumbai
Region, Mumbai to disposed of all the pending Change Reports

expeditiously with the co-cperation of either parties after aiving
proper hearing to. both\'me\Qmas so thal, a proper legal

1. Misc. Application No. 91 of 20086 is rejected,
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2. The Assistant Charity Commissioner-V, Greater Mumbai
Region, Mumbai is hereby directed to dispose of all the
pending Change Reports by 30/6/2021. No further
extension shall be given,

3. Both the parties to co-operate the Assistant Charity
Commissioner to dispose of all the pending Change
Reports in the interest of Trust.

4. No order as o costs.

\

4 gL
gy 2P

(N. S. Pawar)

Moint Charity Commissioner,

Date - 28/01/202 ‘Greater Mumbai Region, Mumbai,

Place — Mumbai.

"Just Wait For The Sun.™

When everything's darkness
And you feel so alone,
When the rain doesn't stop
And you can't make it home,
When it feels all is lost
And you just want to run,
It can't rain forever.
Just wait for the sun.

When family is pain,
When friends can't be found,
When you just want to scream
But you can't find the sound,
When it's all your fault,
And you feel like you're done,
Just wait for the sun.

The sunshine will come.

The storm always passes.
It won't last forever.
The rain always stops and gives way to good
weather.
The brightest and warmest of days still to
come.
Please wait for the sun.
The sunshine will come.

People who need you,
People who still love you
Can warm up your soul like the sunshine
above you.
You're never alone,
No matter what's done.
Wait for the sun.
Just wait for the sun.

Dark clouds always pass.
| promise you, hun.
We're all waiting with you.
Just wait for the sun.

Dedicated to all the solders at war in Israel
We are waiting for all of them to return.

Lisa Marks. "Just Wait For The Sun." Family
Friend Poems, March 11, 2020.
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/just-
wait-for-the-sun
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The American Israel Public Affairs Committee is a lobbying group that advocates
\./ p
pro-Israel policies to the legislative and executive branches of the United States. F— /%
Israel polici he legislati d ive branches of the United S /IC

Shared by John Perry Tell America's Leaders to Continue Standing with Israel (p2a.co)

Yohan,
This Shabbat marks the fourth week since the October 7 massacre, and the ongoing rocket attacks against Israeli citizens. This has been the most difficult month in Israel’s
history, and for many of us personally as well.

The collective strength and determination of Israelis and our community has helped shine some light amid the darkness, and we are deeply appreciative of your enduring
commitment to our shared mission. The coming weeks and months likely promise to bring many difficult days, but | remain supremely confident that Israel will win this war
and — because of our work together — Congress will remain steadfast in its support for the Jewish state.

Today, the IDF announced that it has begun operations inside Gaza City — the stronghold of Hamas. This urban battle is being waged inside one of the most complex war
zones in modern history. Israel is facing an enemy that dresses in civilian clothes, hides behind and beneath women and children, and has no regard for human life.

This is an enemy that has proven to be the epitome of evil — and now Israeli soldiers must enter the hornet’s nest. This isn’t a battle Israel sought. Hamas started it. Now
Israel must win it.

Destroying Hamas isn’t just a military objective. It’s about protecting Israeli families and restoring peace and security for millions of Israeli civilians. It’s about proving to
Israel’s enemies — and to the world — that Israel cannot be destroyed. The people of Israel will live.
Our work on Capitol Hill is vital. The calls and emails to Congressional offices are having an impact.

This week the House passed $14.3 billion for Israel’s security. This important first vote is just the start of a long legislative process to ensure our leaders continue to stand
with Israel and approve this critical emergency aid.

Congress also passed key legislation that will increase the pressure on Iran. This week, the House passed a bill, by a vote of 363 to 46, sanctioning foreign supporters of
Hamas, and a resolution, by a vote of 354 to 53, putting the House on record that "all means necessary" should be used to prevent a nuclear-armed Iran. This morning, the
SHIP Act passed by a vote of 342-69 . This was one of our key agenda items, and it cuts off the flow of oil revenue to Iran — Hamas’ principal backer.

The work ahead will be difficult, and we must continue to keep the attention and pressure on this issue by repeatedly calling and emailing our elected leaders.

The rallying cry across Israel is, "Together, we will win!" We are at the beginning of a long road. But all 3.3 million AIPAC members across the country are in it together. And
we will win.

May God protect the brave soldiers of the IDF, provide comfort to the people of Israel, and safeguard those kidnapped by Hamas.

Am Yisrael Chai.

Michael Tuchin
AIPAC President
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Shaniwar Teli will be releasing two important Beme-Israel books in digital version.
Both the books can be printed by readers for their convenience or read then as PDF

i e ”
PRIREN]
ATHEH THad diedcdll

This is a translation of the Torah in to Marathi. This book must be
remembered by our older Marathi speaking generations.

FIEAT AT FAAT BT SATATSE 3ATg. § TeqH ATTAT AT AUST
AT faeerivt Tea sao qrfe.

Dear Readers,

It was perhaps 1979 or 1980 when a well-dressed old man came to our home in
Mumbai and asked for Jackie's children. My father was named Yacob (Jacob or Jack
and therefore Jackie) Ezekiel Daniels Walwatkar.

I replied to the visitor, yes|am Leo, his son. He smiled and said, no dear your name
is Elijah. Leo is just your pet name. | wondered who was the man knowing my father
so well and also about my name. Meanwhile my younger sister Simha (Tamar) and
brother Michael came out with my grandmother Rebecca Ezekiel Daniels
Walwatkar.

Of course my grandmother recognized him and invited him in. He extended his hand
and said | am Samson.

Yes, we had always heard his name from our father. Samson was like a father like
person for my dad as his dad had died when he was two years old. My father called
him Dada (I think) and said that he respected him like a father. Samson too, who sat
now with us said that loved Jackie as his eldest son. That is the only time we ever
met him. He had come to India from Israel.

It was then he gave me a used copy of this book. He said this book was given to him
by an old friend in India who could not read any more. Samson said that the book
was in Marathi. These days all the community children study in English and
therefore this book has lost its value. He said his own children could not appreciate
the book as his children too had studied in English schools. But the book was his
own work and dear to him, he would like Jackie’s family to have a copy (Jackie had
passed away in 1978).

This book remained with us somewhere until my wife Sarah came in to our family in
1984. She being from Shavaji Park and an expert in Marathi, she was very excited to
discover this book. She carried it with us to Israel.

After retirement, when we decided to start the ‘Shaniwar Teli” e-Newsletter we
were exposed to the history of Bene-Israel. But | did not find a single mention of
this exclusive book of Samson Walwatkar.

So I have decided to converted this book, as is in a digital format so that people can
read it on their laptop, or print out a copy (cover page missing).

This book is dedicated to the love affection and respect between Dada and Jackie.
Hope our Bene-Community Marathi readers will enjoy this.

Elijah (Leo) Daniels
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of the Konkan coast of
Maharashtra

XX

An Ethnographic study by
Dr. Shulmith Isaac Solomon

POSUOOUOEOLBITTBTTTBTTTTTTTEET

The first ever Ethnogaphic Study of
Bene-Israel Community

Ethnography, descriptive study of a particular human society
or the process of making such a study. Contemporary
ethnography is based almost entirely on fieldwork and requires
the complete immersion of the anthropologist in

the culture and everyday life of the people who are the subject
of his study.

Many ethnographers reside in the field for a year or more,
learning the local language or dialect and, to the greatest extent
possible, participating in everyday life while at the same time
maintaining an observer’s objective detachment. This method,
called participant-observation, while necessary and useful for
gaining a thorough understanding of a foreign culture, is in
practice quite difficult. Just as the anthropologist brings to the
situation certain inherent, if unconscious, cultural biases, so
also is he influenced by the subject of his study.

But Dr. Shulmith Isaac Solomon (now Charikar) is one of us
and therefore it would be very interesting to read her research.
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Regardiang memorial of Kehimkar, we are
waiting for David Talegaokar to up date if
this memorial can be made in the school.

If we do not get the permission to do so,
we will then request Herzl Bhonkar, current
President or RJA to allow the memorial of
Kehimkar in one of the following places;

1. Alibaug Synagouge Compound
2. Navgao Cemetry
3. Elijah’s Taap

Where ever RJA finds it suitable. We hope
they will approve. Kehemkar was born in
Alibaug.

Mr. Nissim Moses have already commited
$ 1000 and some 20 more community
membhave approved S 100 per year (so
far).

Haeem Kehimkar
Birthdate: 1830
Death: October 09, 1909 (78-79)

Immediate Family:

Son of Samuel Kehimker

Father of Dr. Abraham Kehimkar; Shmuel
Kehimkar; Rebecca Kehimkar; Joseph
Kehimkar; Leah Kehimkar and 3 others
Brother of Shalom Kehimker

Haeem Kehimkar
Birthdate: 1830
Death: October 09, 1908 (78-79)
Immediate Family:
Son of Samuel Kehimker
Father of Dr. Abraham Kehimkar; Shmuel Kehimkar;
Rebecca Kehimkar; Joseph Kehimkar; Leah Kehimkar
and 3 others
Brother of Shalom Kehimker
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Shaniwar Teli’s “Wall of Fame®

Shaniwar-Team team always honors our Bene-Israel community members who do something for the community. This 90 years old
man has shown the world the power of one man and what he can do alone for his community. We are so happy we are closing this e-
newsletter with celebration such a brave man of our community.

Mr. Moses David Varsulkar, age 90,
from Zambhulpada
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Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible

Follow us on Face book and become our friends: https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1

To Our Readers

1. Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com

2. Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

3. We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.

4. No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.

5. Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

6. There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong or
misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private circulation. Only
purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any abusive language is used
against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shani war Tele is a collective team. No individual is responsible.

| can understand a war for Food

| can understand a war for Water
| can understand a war for Land

| can understand a war for Power

| can understand a war for Social Rights
| can understand the war against Poverty
But
| am Sorry
| can’t understand a war for Religion

Princess Diana
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