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Winners of Essay
Competition living in Israel
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ORT-India has already contacted the
winners.

To transfer international payment
ORT-India need your bank SWIFT
number.

A bank’s SWIFT code is an eight- or
11-digit code with four components:
Bank code: Four letters that
represent an abbreviated version of
the financial institutions name
Country code: Two letters that
indicate the country in which the
financial institution is located.

Please send ORT-India your bank
SWIFT code. Ask your bank and they
will give it to you.
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Letters

This is so brilliantly covered Leo!
And the entire Shaniwar Teli is
a super interesting read!

be found.
Lebana Penkar

Herzl Bhonkar’s article is to the
ground and lays down cold
facts. We hope some way could

Abner Navgaokar

Moshe Divekar

Dr. Pezarkar’s questions are valid. But
our religion says “God gave ,God took”.
If death has to come, it will come.
Informing any one will not help.

United Bene-Israel Group (Objection)
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Dear Dr. Shulmath Charikar (editor of this newsletter)

1) to start | always loved to read your newsletter until |
read this month, October 1, 2022

I always assumed that all noted here is accurate and more
2) Came to page 89 and was shocked to see the number
300000 NIS and the words " Daylight robbers"

3) This number was obtained by multiplying 3000 by 100
4) Suspected that something was utterly wrong,
misleading and smelled slander and utter yan 1w%

5) looked on the internet and called the hall. Found that
they have only 938 seats and not 3000 as you said

6) | was there for the function and assume that only
70% of tickets were sold

7) which means: their income was approx: 938 x
100 x 0.7= 59000 shekel very far from the 300,000
shekalim, you noted with a big question mark

8) 1 was shocked to see the slander and yan [1WY

9) Proper journalism is based on checking deeply
every word before being sent to the general public
10) Tomorrow is Yom Kippur and the purpose is
well known

11) | advise you to immediately print volume 13,
not delete page 89 and apologize sincerely

12) | fear that someone will sue you for yan 1w%
and the results can be guessed.

13) | am very acquainted with the expenses to have
a show like this and think the 59000 shekel is
peanuts

14) Lastly and most importantly, the organizer does
not have to report to anyone where the money
went.

15) If someone thinks that 100 shekel is a high
price, he could easily not attend and buy a falafel
for 20 shekel.

Wrote the above in good faith and stop the crab
mentality. Regards and na10 an'nn na

Nahum Moses

Dear Nahum,
Thank you very much for clarifying this
matter. We are much obligated.

We only print matters that various Bene-
Israel groups and synagogues inform us. If
there is another side to it, people usually
write and correct it (as you have done it).
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter
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The article on page 10 in last issue has receives

few responses.

WHO MADE THE RULES
MAKE YOUR

0. Beahen Daniel, Pune, India
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This is a topic that every Jew who has questions
about and needs to learn Torah and participate
in classes or listen to lectures but | will try to
answer the best | can.

We have to understand the basis that the Torah
is Divine and has been given by GOD which has
prophecies that came true and includes codes
in it that no human being could have put there.
In the Torah, it’s written “And the Lord said to
Moses: Come up to me to the mount, and | will
give you the stone tablets, the Torah, and the
commandments (Oral Torah + Mitzvoth).

What basically happened was the Lord
spoke and Moses wrote the Torah and
passed it on to Joshua and to the Israel
nation and so on to the generations.
We’ve got a total of 613 Mitzvoth
(Commandments) 248 Mitzvoth we
have to follow 365 Mitzvoth we do not
follow or don’t do Most of the “to do”
Mitzvoth are connected to the “Beit
HaMikdash” = Temple. The Mitzvoth
have been and are relevant till this day
and beyond and have been given by
GOD who created the whole universe
Who knows the past, present & future
(for HIM there’s no time restriction) so
He has given us the Mitzvoth to follow
for our own good and also to reward
us on keeping them.

That said, with all the progress in
technology/electricity all
appliances/instruments/tools
everything needs to be ignited. We are
not allowed to ignite a fire on Shabbat
and on Jewish holidays.

Only in situations of life & death, we're
allowed to desecrate the Shabbat,
GOD forbid.

Jenny Samson Bamnolkar

Hi Elijah,

With all due repect to the gentleman and
his views. | am sorry but | am not
comfortable with a debate. He has the
ability to research the Torah view and its
dates that he mentions so | am sure he
knows the place where to look for the
answers to his questions.

| prefer teaching in a conducive
atmosphere where there is respect for
Torah and our sages, someone who has an
attitude of know all is not someone | can
engage with. Torah speaks to one who has
humility.

Rabbi Joshua Kolet

Russia

Ukraine
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Dec. 16, 2022

By : Aliza Ashtan

Today is the birthday of late Mr. Judah
Samuel. He must be very happy as
tomorrow the new Sefer Torah is bought
to his synagogue. It was only the effort of
Judah that the synagogue is celebrating
today.

Four years ago | took Judah to Mr. Gideon
Talkar. No one else put any effort in this
project except Judah.

May God rest his soul in peace. No one
must forget Judah did for the synagogues
and the community. Everything stays in
the same place.

Only the good things we can remember,
so you first, must be a good person. Most
of the donations was brought by late
Judah so nobody must forget it and take
fake credit. | also helped in collection of
donations for this purpose.

The Sefer Haftara was ready before
Corona and it was planned that Gedon
Talkar and me (Aliza) would take it to
India.

In fact is that on Judah's instructions | had
bought three tickets to India from my own
money (8000 NIS about 2 Lac Rs) that Judha
was to return me on arrival.

However with the start of the corona the direct
flights to Mumbai were stopped (and still have
not been resumed). So | had to ask for refund
and | reserved it in my account as | had paid
for it.

Shaare Rason Synagogue was in shambles
some ten years ago when Judah took over and
renovated it slowly collecting donations and
with his own contributions.

Judah was a wonderful and charismatic
person with lots of devotion for the duties he
decided to take up.

My best person and normally my morning was
starting with speaking with late Mr. Judah
Samuel.

| will miss Judah a lot god will rest him soul

Aliza Ashtan, Israel

Dear Friends and colleagues,

Courtesy of Mr. Joel Malkar, Mr Moshe Ben Daniel
Sogaonkar, and Mr. Elijah Jacob, Elijah Michael Talkar,
it is feasible to bring to your attention a recent
incitement by in my opinion an irresponsible Journalist
Practicing Gutter Journalism. Attached here is the
original article in Hebrew. If one is interested in having
an English Version either one can use a Google
Translator for Hebrew to English or wait for an update
of this article publishing the translation of the attached
article.

Regards

Nissim Moses

Historian Indian Jewish Heritage Bene Israel Genealogy
Research

(See page on this matter in this issue)
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Editor Desk-Dr. Shulamite Charikar

Publisher Desk — Leo Daniels

We at Shaniwar Teli would like to put a Disclaimer since we print the articles sent to
us by various writers. It is entirely the view of the writers and not of anyone from
our team. Our team works very hard to see that our E-Newsletter is of high
standards, excellent, gossip-free and finest quality reading material.

All of us were glued to our T.V. sets during the World Cup which was held in Qatar.
We congratulate the winning team Argentina. Israel for the first time hosted the full
distance Ironman event in Tiberias.

We at Shaniwar Teli would like to express our deepest sympathies to various
persons due to their sudden demise.

Our condolences first and foremost goes to His Hon. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Ji on the death of his dear mother Srimati Heeraben Modi.

Mrs .Naomi Jousha Ezekiel aged 92 years mother of Leora Micah Joseph.

J.R.U youth group lost one of its members Steve Samson Charikar in Canada. Our
condolences to his parents, siblings and children. On 6th November 2022 Mr. Judah
David Samuel who was Director of Marketing Israel Ministry of Tourism in India. He
leaves behind his dear sister Zimar Israel and Joseph Samuel.

We had not yet got over these misfortunes when we heard the passing of our great
religious leader and mohel on 25th November 2022. Rabbi Avraham Ashtamkar of
Yavne. He had written many prayer books which is widely used by the Bene Israel
community.

With all this it reminds me of the 14 line sonnet by the English poet John Donne.
Death be not proud though some have called thee, Mighty and dreadful.............
One short sleep past wee wake eternally. And death shall be no more, death though
shall die.

The Magen Hassidim Synagogue celebrated its 40 years with great fanfare. Very
soon most of us in Israel will be travelling to Eilat for the Hodida celebrations.

The Magen Hassidim Synagogue in Ashdod celebrated its 40 years
with great fanfare. Very soon most of us in Israel will be travelling to
Eilat for the Hodida celebrations.

As we step into 2023 we wish our readers A Happy New Year 2023.

Though our community is one of the smallest in the world, still a
lot goes on. It is amazing to receives notices of different activities
daily that the organizers want us to update on our FaceBook as
this group has only Bene-Israel members from all over the world.

The activities vary from yoga to language teaching to
entertainment shows to embassy functions to tours and parties.
There are anniversary celebrations and book launches. A very busy
community. Rav. Daniel Talkar sent four professionals to India for
teaching various kosher professions to Bene-Israel’s in India.

The most amazing news we heard as a surprise that Israel and
Maharashtra Tourism Ministry agreed on 22 Baghdadi and Bene-
Israel sites in Maharashtra that will included in a Jewish Route
planned for the tourists.

At the same time we had some cunning rabbi bringing up once
more the issue that Bene-Israel are not Jews. He was quickly
booted down by the chief rabbi and a

video of apology was released.

Some amazing stories were received this time like “Kosher Love”,
“Interesting Facts” and few others that are published.

Elijah Dar
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Meanwhile the Kirtan group is slowly getting popular
and is planning to visit Israel soon.
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“Living Legend Crown ”ior members of the Bene-Israel Community

Chariot of Fire

We all Jews, especially Bene-Israel Jews are well aware of the expression “Chariot of Fire” of Prophet
Elijah. During 1981 a movie by the same name used this expression to express determination of an
athletic to win his gold medal in the Olympics.

Johnny Jhirad’s whole life is a symbol of Chariots of Fire. Where ever he went, success followed him. A
silent warrior who worships fairness. An ember who silently melted all the obstetrical in his way.

He has an amazing resume (see below) and achievements to his credit. In the Bene-Israel world he is
always around. During 1980’s he was an active member of the JRU Youth Group and has since been
active or involved in the activities that will help the Bene-Israel community.

Today he is the Dean of ORT India and his effort is to support Bene-Israel students to peruse academic
qualification that are more high tech devoted and in demand in India and Israel.

We are proud to give “Living Legend Crown” to Mr. Johnny Jhirad

Education:
B.Tech Chemical Engineering Indian Institute of Newport University logo Indian institute of Cyberneticsindian
Technology, BombayB.Tech Chemical Engineering institute of Cybernetics

Dip. in Advanced Computer SoftwareDip. in
Advanced Computer Software1984 -
19851984 - 1985

Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay
B.Tech., Chemical EngineeringB.Tech., Chemical
Engineering1976 - 19821976 - 1982

Newport UniversityNewport University
Management and Finance
CoursesManagement and Finance
Courses1995 — 1996 1995 - 1996
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Short Resume

2021- present
DeanDean
ORT India - Full-time

2010 till date

Member of the Core TeamMember of the Core
Team

ProjectControlsOnline.com

2020-2022
HobbyistHobbyist
Freelance

2006-2020

Reliance Industries Limited

Asst. Vice President, Head (Planning and
Projects Controls)

1996-2006

Consultant - Project ControlsConsultant -
Project Controls

Chemtex

1999-2003

Senior Planning Engineer / Senior Project
ManagerSenior Planning Engineer / Senior
Project Manager, Aker Kvaerner

1992-1995
Planning ManagerPlanning Manager
Tecnimont ICB

1989-1991

Senior Planning EngineerSenior Planning
Engineer

UHDE India

1987-89

Chief Planner and Budget Controller -
PAMAChief Planner and Budget Controller -
PAMA

Bateman Engineering Israel

1982-1887

Engineer(Projects and
Systems)Engineer(Projects and Systems)
Hindustan Dorr-Oliver Limited

1981
Asst. ManagerAsst. Manager
Institute of Energy Management

Johnny writes: Sinnora is my wife.
My sons are Asriel age 30 and Rami age 25.
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But my love is Kosher

| am from a religious family and my wife
from a conservative Jewish family. She did
not mind marrying me as she too did not
mind getting a bit more religious in her
ways. We are now parents to three
beautiful children ages 7 4 and 2.

After recent retirement from their humble
jobs my in-laws decided to travel to
Romania, their first ever visit out of Israel.
They have had a humble life and this first
journey was very an especial one for them.

On their return they came to our place for
their grandchildren with chocolates. When
| looked at the chocolates for a kosher sign,
there was none. | looked at my wife. She
understood, raised her shoulders and
looked away. This meant she had no
problem, and if | have a problem, | can
break my head.

So after some thoughts | said;

“Dad these chocolates are not Kosher”
Both my in-laws looked up surprised and
hurt. Then my father-in- law said;

“ But son, our love is kosher for our
grandchildren”

| did not know what to say and gave them a
confused artificial smile.

Next day on the way to work | went to see
my rabbi. | narrated him the whole incident
and asked him what should | do?

The rabbi thought for a while and said
“Your Dad died last year after two years of
illness. Correct?

“Yes” | replied

“Did you check if all the medications and
injections he received were kosher?

“No” I replied and continued “But Rabbi
medication is allowed as they are
lifesaving!”

“So you allowed the medication for your
Dad as it would save his life. Yes?

“Yes” | replied

“Because you loved you Dad. Yes?”

“Yes” | replied

“So even if the medication were not
kosher, your love for your Dad was kosher.
Yes?

“Uh....” I said in confusion.

“So if your Kosher Love is valid then why
not of your children grandparents”

| thought for a moment.

“But won’t God get angry with us if we eat
the chocolate?” | asked.

The Rabbi smiled “He might be really angry
if you deny Kosher Love”.

That evening the whole family enjoyed the
chocolates. Love had made it Kosher.
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Israel & Maharashtra State Collaboration

MTDC | Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation

—1

SRS S i
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The Jewish community has lived in India for over 2,000 years. They have
never suffered persecution or discrimination. They integrated and
developed impressive traditions while maintaining an impressive and
magnificent Jewish lifestyle. The Israel in Mumbai is promoting these
days the "Jewish Route," a project that will make the heritage sites part of
mandatory visits for travelers and tourists.

The basis for the path was the impressive books of Prof. Saul Sapir, born
in Mumbai. He knows every stone and alley in the city and has done the
most impressive research on the community. This is where the whole
story begins.

We selected 22 Jewish sites in the city of Mumbai and the surrounding
area and documented them. This is the historical record of the community
in the most fascinating cities in the world. Yesterday, we signed an LOI
with MTDC in the presence of the Minister of Tourism. Thus, after many
months of work, we were able to officially approve the project.

Israel in Mumbai, y117 79wn, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mumbai, Maharashtra
Maharashtra Tourism, Maharashtra DGIPR

(16) Israel in Mumbai | Facebook



https://www.mtdc.co/en/
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinMumbai?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinMumbai?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelHebrew?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelMFA?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Mumbai-Maharashtra-114759761873412/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MaharashtraTourismOfficial?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MahaDGIPR?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinMumbai

Israel & Maharashtra State Collaboration

MTDC | Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation

Here is the list of Indian Jewish sites that are included in the first
phase of the India Jewish Heritage Program that has been worked
out by Israel's Consul General in Mumbai, Kobbi Shoshani and the
Tourist Department of the Maharashtra Government.

Hopefully with availability of greater funding, more sites will be
added to the list.

Please note that a number of our Bene Israeli sites have been
included. In fact, Consul General Kobbi Shoshani has invited
representatives of all synagogues to his residence for dinner and
to light the Second Light of Chanukah, tomorrow, Monday,
December 19th, 2022. He will certainly brief them all on the
project whose legal aspects are being handled by my friend, an ex-
Xavierite, Solicitor Jonathan Solomon. The role played by Anay
Joglekar of the Consulate General in Mumbai is commendable.

Here is the initial list: (next Column)

They have to take into consideration that the sites should also
have adequate tourist infrastructure. With their own budget, they
can only fix the plagues and website and marketing efforts

Wishing you all those involved, the best of luck.

Chag Chanukkah Sameach to my family, friends and our
community members.

Here is the initial list:

Following are the places that will be covered in this Jewish Route —
Knesset Eliyahoo Synagogue, Colaba
Magen David Synagogue, Byculla
David Sassoon Library and Reading Room, Colaba
Chabad House, Colaba
Sassoon Docks (The first wet dock of Mumbai)
Sassoon Docks — Clock Tower
Sha'ar Harahamim Synagogue - Mandvi
Sha'are Ratzon (The Gates of Desire) Synagogue, Mandvi
Magen Hassidim (Shield of the Pious) Synagogue, Agripada
Tiphereth Israel (Pride of Israel) Synagogue, Jacob Circle
Shaar Hashamaim Synagogue, Thane
David Sassoon’ s Tomb/ Resting Place in Pune
Ohel David Synagogue, Pune
Elijah Rock, Alibaug
Magen Aboth Synagogue, Alibaug
Beth El Synagogue, Ravedanda, Alibaug
Beth El Synagogue, Panvel
Baghdadi Jewish cemetery — Chinchpokli
Jewish Cemetery of Worli, Mumbai
Bandra Jewish Cemetery, Mumbai
Jewish Cemetery, Alibaug
Jewish Cemetery in Koregaon Park, Pune
Other Jewish Cemeteries in Maharashtra
Such other Jewish monuments as decided by the Consulate in consultation
with MTDC.
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Judah Samuel
Aliza Ashtan

Director of Marketing - India at Israel
Ministry of Tourism

Accountant at British Airways Plc

Former General Manager - India at EL AL
v X

Studied at MMK College of Commerce
and Economics

Studied at Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of
Management Studies

Went to St. Mary's High School, Mt. Abu

Judah’s father David Judah Samuel was President of the Shaare Rason Synagogue
from the mid 60s until his demise in 1976 and had taken it to the height of its glory
with sufficient funds and prayer services being held during those years.

Years went by and about 10 years ago our Dear Judah was saddened to see the
synagogue of his ancestors in such a bad state and with no funds. He took over the
Shaare Rason synagogue in 2013 and with his personal connections, family and
friends, along with his honesty and strong family values was able to raise funds to
renovate the Synagogue.

For about 10 years prayers and celebrations were held with Judah’s personal touch
to everything. He reached out to one and all and non Jews also started supporting
the synagogue. He gave his everything doing good for the synagogue of his
ancestors, Jewish community as a whole and everyone else who needed his help.
Let us never forget the good deeds of our beloved Judah David Samuel , May he be
in Peace

W § 8

atyu 2 >
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.MIN 1907 NN XanY
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NN
Shalom, Two weeks ago | won sending the second Sefer Torah to India
(8 years ago to Shara Ha Shami —Thane). | want to remember a good
person Judha Samues (son of Bina) who had asked for help. Juda was a
good person but did not live the moment. Judha collected money and
partner helped him out to get this Sefer Torah to India. The person
who bought him to me was my brother in law Yaron Rubene . | also

want to thank his sister Aliza Aston to get donations for this purpose.
Many donated. Thank you to all.

>
-
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Shaare Rason Synagogue

On 11.12.2022 at Shaare Rason Synagogue a new
Parasha Sefer Torah was welcomed which was a
dream of Late Mr. Judah David Samuel Pugavkar.

Many people gave donations and this is the
Parashat Torah Safer. This was planned at least 4
years ago. But was held up because of the
pandem_lc and no direct fllghts to Mumbal
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TO HAVE YOUR PRESENCE
S AUSPICIOUS OCCASION

Baruch Gadkar

who was the secretary to Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India.

Baruch Gadkar - Historical records and family trees - MyHeritage

Baruch Bension Benjamin Gadkar, 1902 - 1989

Baruch Bension Benjamin Gadkar was born in 1902, in birth place | to Bension Benjamin Shalom Gadkar and Rachel Gadkar (born Unknown
(Family Name)kar)

Bension was born in India.

Rachel was born in India.

Baruch had 5 siblings: Moses Bension Benjamin Shalom Gadkar |, Elijah Bension Benjamin Shalom Gadkar and 3 other siblings .

Baruch married first name Gadkar (born Unknown (Family Name)kar) .

They had 5 children: Abraham Baruch Benjamin Gadkar , George Baruch Benjamin Gadkar and 3 other children .

Baruch passed away in 1989, at age 87 in death place .
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Apology from the Rabbi of the Country

Dear Friends and colleagues,

Courtesy of Mr. Joel Malkar, Mr Moshe Ben Daniel Sogaonkar, and Mr. Elijah Jacob Elijah Michael Talkar, it is feasible to
bring to your attention a recent incitement by in my opinion an irresponsible Journalist Practicing Gutter Journalism. Attached
here is the original article in Hebrew. If one is interested in having an English Version either one can use a Google Translator for
Hebrew to English or wait for an update of this article publishing the translation of the attached article.

Regards

Nissim Moses

Historian Indian Jewish Heritage Bene Israel Genealogy Research

DI WI OTRD O YT IR0 WY TN e 1t Yo ot r ry Article Transl muel Kurulkar
K‘ MIPA MY 1T .M M '.72}'5 DO I D TET BN W puPre s
DD 1207 TN OUTEY DINO OINN .?‘tl"-‘.'\': ITOLR FOD MO ORI

Page 1

O MR TS TN Y TR v m“l,‘. S NNTINT DN However, the chief rabbis of Israed, Rabbi Uziel (words of Uziel chapter n'o *o)and Rabbi Herzog

- - - S, hachal ihskak T 2" Y0) wrote that they are of the seed of israel, and the permitted them to mix
K27 DO IXT b dva ““"T"‘, I oTn oM ) {

- ‘\- TV PTEA A T0IN0 PRI with other jews community, whatever there is no Fear of bastards , provided they can keep doing

ST IOy TR ~-K. ?’7'1 PO BRI = r"-‘ TN ooNe > \4: Torah and mitzvot
"TNW D" UTEDPNE DYITTI OTTINTR I3 NI U, 1G00 P TR KIT 0T R Rabbl Ovadis Hadayal yackil ahadi (0 "0 Y K N1 & 70 ¥'nik 1°n) offered to come In the ober
M TTON W M XS OURA0 NI Y AN OTD PN Y IR Jews community except Cohanimypriests), provided that they pass strict conversion
Y MM YTy TN Y. O N S DS O Y DU N o Rabbil Unterman (Tribe of (Judah 7 "00 1" 3"n) wrote similar to this
SOT 37 G TROCTD T O T G Dy GTOK 3 G -....‘s,_.: ~a-a] In the year 1961-1962(2"»¢n Hebrew year), ten rabbis gatherod at Rabbl Yitzhak Nissim's house
LT ST TR SN VTN SISO ST RS SR OINTL IS ti T STty eeix for a special discussion on the subject, among thermn Rabbi Ovadia Hadiya, Rabbi Yaakov Adas,

Rabbi Shau! sraell, Rabbl Bezatel Joiti, Rabbi Golgschmidt and more, and after careful
consideration they decided that they were concermns religrous laws about marriages and divorces
used In the community, and thus ordered the Marrage Registrars offices to investigate and
gemand the couples who wanted 1o marry and be sure that that there & no problem

"W IRITE 00T D I P 0TS Y00 NS INTUS TI0T 2NN Y T2 N0 e
rﬂ:ﬁmm.**ﬁm:vu_,m"w% IRONP TN
TIOR3 50 IS T 20 0 IR SR 00T P PG TS "I T tRee e

TSRS O TG TONTT NI IO XTI IR D AN ST O RT Y3 g YN (Remark by me: reference 10 Rabbl Ovadka Yosef who is always called as Yt )

SITIUNY SOOI DRI I A WP DTN OTIR XU TR opww Rabbi "7 (0 our master, righteows man for blessing

ST 0 OI00 TR DD I O IR O BT TN U0 WON e DT [File VYN to raed and  page 308 300N permitted the community of the “Sene Israel”
TN O 0T T3 Y TIN50 -.:~, oSNNS Y™ [and this is his language in the letter of the 10th of month Shebat 5788

PR G703 S e T U T S T BT Y U NOES OTYOT : Before you, let me clarify this Torah opinion, that the community of the Bene Israel, who came
T "».':.“"‘ _—— PO C" 0T TWIN TR OO ONTTYT ST T J“""‘: am from India, are kosher Jews in all respects, and are allowed 0 come in a congregation and marry
AN RTTN ORTYTTS N T o ,w-r-  oralir & aliow =1 C“‘ ey e with all the communities of israel Like the refigion of Moses and lsrael without any doubt, and
N TTTINT ST o e e T T AT TV INIIT TR e speT without any need for tests and Inquiries, and a great commandment 1o adhere to them and bring
IR TR AN AN DTINT INFT 9T TN TN 3NN MM UTT AT SN them to the Torah educational institutions for the obiservance of the Torah and mazvol, and to

accept them Into the Torah educational instautions, Torah, Talmud and yeshivas, all of whom are
endowed with good teachings and a pure heart, and love 10 get closer 10 the Torah. The Torah
and the subjects of & standards.)
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History

Members of the Bene Israel faced discrimination from
other Jewish groups due to their darker skin colour.
Several rabbis refused to marry Bene Israel to other
Jews, on grounds that they were not legitimate Jews
under Orthodox law. Between 1952 and 1954, following
sit-down protests and hunger strikes by Bene Israel
demanding to be sent back to India, the Jewish
Agency repatriated 337 members of the Bene Israel
community to India.

In 1962, authorities in Israel were accused of racism
towards the Bene Israel. In the case that caused the
controversy, the Chief Rabbi of Israel ruled that before
registering a marriage between Indian Jews and Jews
not belonging to that community, the registering rabbi
should investigate the lineage of the Indian applicant for
possible non-Jewish descent, and in case of doubt,
require the applicant to perform conversion or immersion.
The discrimination may actually be related to the fact that
some religious authorities believed that the Bene Israel
were not fully Jewish because of inter-marriage during
their long separation.Between 1962 and 1964, the Bene
Israel community staged protests against the religious
policy. In 1964 the Israeli Rabbinate ruled that the Bene
Israel are "full Jews in every respect”.

Today

In 1964 the Israeli Rabbinate ruled that the Bene Israel are
“full Jews in every respect".

In spite of this, from time to time some cunning Rabbi will
bring up some objections, especially during marriages. This
does not happen only with Bene-Israel’s. Russians &
Ethiopians too face this kind of discriminations from time to
time.

This time the matter was taken up by Mr. Moshe Sogaokar of
United Indian group through Bene-Israel religious channel to
get a reconfirmation of the 1964 decision.

https://www.facebook.com/100045863439716/videos/818629705864889/

Apology from the Rabbi
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Visitors from Australia

Solomon Erulkar has been on Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter team since its inception and has
never missed a deadline. He always comes up with something amazing related to Bene-
Israel community; from cricket to cooking and famous ancestors. During October he flew
over to Israel with his wife Salome to attend two wedding in his family. He has promised a
nice article about his visit to Israel and his experiences at the recent Israeli Indian wedding.

It was interesting for Shulmith Charikar and me to
understand from Solomon and Salome why the world of
Bene-Israel community is missing in Australia. The distances
Bene-Israel families live are far away from each other. It
could mean two hours driving at time to see a family. This
discourages community meetings.

In olden days in Israel (and even now) one of the things that
attracted community to attend a community gathering’s
was the Indian food & snacks that were not freely available
as in Mumbai. But in Australia this too is not an attraction
as there are Indian food restaurants all over the cities.

During prayers too people prefer to go to the closest
synagogues and with children growing up in Australia, they
like their own environment.

Perhaps with zoom the community members may get to
virtually meet once in a while and hold meetings.
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When to travel to India, for how long?

Weather in subcontinent India includes different climatic zones that make it possible to travel all year round. As
far as travelers are concerned, the hiking areas of India can be roughly divided.

North India — The months of April, May to September are suitable for: Delhi and the surrounding area, the Kolo
Valley and Parvati, the Ladek region of Kashmir.

Central and South India — October to March are suitable for travel from central and southern India to Rajasthan,
Bombay, Goa Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

On a trip to India, as in Thailand take into account the monsoons, heavy rains that fall without warning in the
middle of the day for a few hours and then stop. That is why it is necessary to adapt yourself to these types of
cases.

For how long? The size of India is about 3.3 square kilometers (8 in the world), 28 countries so the time is not
limited. And the issue will be raised in a separate post.

Keep following, and asking everything about this amazing country
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Dazling results of the Israeli Elections
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https://www.facebook.com/michelle.joseph.549?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/anay.joglekar?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWJBMTnRgI1peWP1gEgliQH7ybvsHdEr5w5y86lr-XRtnq9XowQSdadF98TKaY9qn1aF2DmIFP5IjsAgewHkoKbv5CydLna4ihnpHuLKvadpnHGgSM3ZrVGFOUmsshKmr6G17YcejNk9G7IjoRkOUMe2rW22UodoNHhbcHO1w35g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinMumbai
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelinMumbai

2022 Israeli legislative election This elections gave a very strong win to the right (only Jewish

interest) especially Israel was surprised to see a strong win of
the Religious Zionist lead by Bezalel Smotrich whose views are
so strongly right that he wants all he Arabs throwing stones

— 2021 1 November 2022 18D — should be shot dead. What was more interesting that these far
right win has come at the cost of Left (Secularism promoters)
wings like National Unity, Meretz and others. Most of the other
parties got almost the same number of seats like Yisrael

L

All 120 seats in the Knesset
61 seats needed for a majority

Turnout 70.61% (A 3.17 pp) Beiteinu (of Avigdor Liberman backed by the Russian supporter).
Party Leader o | Seats  +/— In fact it looks like Shas (right religious) lost some votes to ultra-
. - orthodox Religious Zionist. This promises a strong Right wing
Likud Benjamin Netanyahu | 23.41 32| +2 . - .
government in Israel (unless the positions offered to different
Yesh Atid Yair Lapid 17.78 24 | +7 parties is not satisfactory for them). For example all the
Religious Zionist | Bezalel Smotrich 1083 +8 Religious parties are interested in “Ministry of Internal Affairs”.
National Unity Benny Gantz 9.08 12| -2 Bene-Israel community normally will
Shas SrEnET 8 24 1| s choose a right wing government or
smaller parties that will go with right
UTJ Yiizhak Goldknopf 5.88 70 like “Shas” that is religious right.
Yisrael Beiteinu | Avigdor Lieberman 4.49 6| -1 There have been some Bene-lIsrael
Ra'am Mansour Abbas 4.07 9| +1 community members who have been
Hadash—Ta'al Ayman Odeh 375 5 0 member of Knesset like Mr. Eli Ben-
_ _ - Menachem. Eli Ben-Menachem - Wikipedia
Labor Merav Michaeli 3.69 4| -3 (See next page re-printed)
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Religion in China

Chinese religion is not a single religion as Judaism. It is made of many different religions and philosophies. Chinese people choose
whatever most suitable for them (like in Hinduism each family have their own choice of God).

TAOISM San-Chio Buddhism Confucianism Kingship Popular Religion
It show how to live | This sets the cultural | Mediation is the Its basic teaching is | Chinese believe Popular religion as
according to Tao, by | behavior like with only thing to “What you do not royal ancestors had | Practiced by Chinese

going with the flow
and not struggling
against the tide.

parents, teachers,
marriages, public
etc.

necessary to achieve
enlightenment is the
basic teaching.

want done to you,
do not do to others.

become divinities
and must be
worshiped

today is a combination of
the other religions.
Birthdays of important
gods is celebrated.

All Gods of Chinese people were living people (like Ram in Hinduism). There are no imaginary Gods (Like Brahma Vishnu or Shiva in Hinduism)

Who are the three STAR Gods of Chinese?

Out of 5000+ Gods?

God of Happiness

God of Prosperity

God of Long age

b
(=)

Fortune Cookies

Significance Of Dragon

Fortune Cookies are not
Chinese but American

Dragons are seen as lucky and good

No other religions have Gods for Happiness Prosperity and Long age. These are the basic three things to keep a human happy.
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Plan for a Bene-Israel Museum in Beersheba

Ruben son of Jacob Solomon Raymond Maleker +972586690939
The Eighth Wonder Of the World as Ruben calls it.

During 1996 Ruben registered a NGO (Amuta) in Israel by the name of Raze
Geheleth Organization (RGO) meaning: Secrets of an Ember (hot coal) or the

Secrets of the burning coal (ﬁ"Tl‘l’ﬁ' rg@r).

An ember, also called a hot coal, is a hot lump of

slowly burning solid fuel, typically glowing, composed of
greatly heated wood, coal, or other carbon-based
material. Embers (hot coals) can exist within, remain
after, or sometimes precede, a fire. Embers are, in some
cases, as hot as the fire which created them.

On 20™ Oct. 2022 Thursday Ruben came to Ashdod from Beersheba to meet few
members of Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter to explain his plan. He was offered by the
Municipal office half-dunam land to build a Indian Museum over four floors. But he
refused as he wanted about 10 duman to make a horizontal museum, not vertical.
As per his idea of a museum, a diagram is presented on the next page.

Reuben’s idea is that if 1000 Bene-Israel families can give his NGO 1000 NIS so he will have the first Million NIS to start this project.
1000 x1000 = 1,000,000 NIS
Reuben is requesting our community to talk to him about his idea and they would donate for this purpose — 058-669-0939

1. This will help the NGO to convince the Municipal Authorities of the interest and giving the land. Donations to

2. This will help to create the ground work / blueprints / foundation work / start building project Bank Hapoalim Branch 631.
3. In future we can ask for another 1000 NIS from 1000 people to continue the project. Account number 83842.
4. The project will be managed and maintained by the Municipal Authorities of Beersheba. Account Holder: Razi Ember.
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" 6 LAN FOR BENE-ISRAEL MUSEUM IN BEERSHEVA - - Reuben son of Jacob Solomon Raymond Malekar
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The NGO is planning to have its first open meeting with the Bene-Israel community on April 26, 2023
from 11 AM to 3 PM in BeerSheva. It is the independence day of Israel and we plan to meet every
independence day for this “Indian Mela” (Waiting for more details)
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Indian Mela

Indian Food Festival
Indian clothes festival
Indian Dance Festival

In Beersheva
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ESOSIA - plant trees while you search the web
161,271,596 trees planted until 1 Nov. 2022 and growing at 1.3 sec/tree plant

https://www.ecosia.or

What is Ecosia? The search engine that plants trees - Plant trees while you search the
web. We use the profit we make from your searches to plant trees where they are needed
most. Get the free browser extension and plant trees with every search you make.

Switch from Google, Yahoo, DuckDuckgo, Yippy, Baidu and other to Ecosia and help save this

world.

Get Ecosia to plant trees and be climate active every day. Like
other search engines, we make money through ads, but we use
100% of our profits for the planet. The Ecosia community has
already planted 150 million trees in over 35 countries.

Plant trees with your searches and be climate active every day —
Ecosia users are tackling climate change, protecting wildlife, and
collaborating with local communities around the world, planting

the right trees in the right places.

Protect your privacy — We don’t create a profile of you, never sell
your data to advertisers, and your searches are always SSL-
encrypted. We want trees, not your data.

Become climate positive — Not only do the trees we plant absorb
CO2, we also have our own solar plants. They don't just produce
enough renewable energy to power all your searches, but twice as
much! This means more renewables (and fewer fossil fuels) in the
electricity grid.

Radical transparency — Our monthly financial reports disclose all
of our projects so you can see exactly what we spend money on.
We’re a not-for-profit tech company that dedicates 100% of its
profits to climate action.

Get Ecosia today and be climate active every day.

Website:

https://ecosia.org

Our blog:

https://blog.ecosia.org/
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ecosia
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/ecosi
a

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/ecosia
YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/user/E
cosiaORG

TikTok:
https://www.tiktok.com/@ecosia

We don’t want to use your
DATA. We want to plant Trees
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ODD ONE-Bene-Israel Synagogue’s Names .... pid they follow a trend?

We grow up knowing the name of the synagogues we regularly visit. As we grow mature we seek
meanings of the names the synagogues. For example the Beth-El synagogue in Panvel means “House of
God”. The synagogue in Pune is called “Succoth Shelomo” or Sukkah of King Solomon. Then other
names mean Gate of Mercy, Gate of Heaven, Shield of Fathers and so on.

However my thoughts stopped at the name Magen Hassidim which mean Protect the Hassidim.
Hassid in Hebrew means “Pious”. Hasidim are ultra-religious/orthodox Jews who live within the
framework of their centuries-old beliefs and traditions and who observe Orthodox law so meticulously
that they are set apart from most other Orthodox Jews.

Judaism followers can be broadly divided in to ultraorthodox, orthodox, Conservatives and Reforms.
We Bene-Israel’s always classified our self as Conservative followers of Judaism. Then why was the
Bene-Israel synagogue named as “Magen Hassidim”?

Names of all our Bene-Israel synagogue is always related to Bible, Gate of Heaven, Gate of Mercy, Light
of Israel, House of God, House of Will, Gate of Peace, Shield of Abraham, Shield of Fathers. Somehow |
thought “Shield of Pious” did not fit in. There were no people written as pious in the Bible.

It is also interesting that the name Magen Hassidim is used for a synagogue only in India. There are no
synagogues by this name in the world. Two other Indian synagogues by the same name are one in
Ashdod and one in Kiryat Gat Israel that was built by Bene-Israel’s in the memory of the one in India.

S

S

Gate of Heaven

House of God

Gate of Peace

hield of Abraham

hield of Fathers
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WHY JEWS USE MEZUZAH?

Your contract with God as a Jew

A mezuzah serves two functions:

1. Every time you enter or leave, the mezuzah reminds you
that you have a covenant with God.

2. Mezuzah serves as a symbol to everyone else that this
particular dwelling is constituted as a Jewish household,
operating by a special set of rules, rituals, and beliefs.

The Mezuzah Scroll (Klaf)

1.The parchment is inscribed on only one side. On its reverse
side, only one word appears: Shaddai, one of the names used for
God. When the scroll is rolled properly, the “Shaddai” is facing the
eye. The Hebrew letters of “Shaddai,” shin, dalet, yod are also the
initials of the phrase shomer daltot yisrael, the Guardian of the
doors of Israel.

2. The klaf must be hand-lettered by a kosher scribe — one who is
observant of halacha (Jewish law) and who qualifies for the task.
The case or container, on the other hand, has not special
requirements. It can be purchased or homemade; it can be of any
size or shape or material. The scroll is rolled up from left to right
so that when it is unrolled the first words appear first. The scroll is
inserted into the container but should not be permanently sealed
because twice in seven years the parchment should be opened
and inspected to see if any of the letters have faded or become
damaged.

What is written on the Mezuza Scroll
Hear, O Israel, the L-rd is our G-d, the L-rd is One.
You shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your might. And these words which | command you today shall be
upon your heart. You shall teach them thoroughly to your children, and you
shall speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the
road, when you lie down and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign
upon your hand, and they shall be for a reminder between your eyes. And
you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and upon your
gates.
And it will be, if you will diligently obey My commandments which | enjoin
upon you this day, to love the L-rd Your G-d and to serve Him with all your
heart and with all your soul, | will give rain for your land at the proper time,
the early rain and the late rain, and you will gather in your grain, your wine
and your oil. And | will give grass in your fields for your cattle, and you will
eat and be sated. Take care lest your heart be lured away, and you turn
astray and worship alien gods and bow down to them. For then the L-rd's
wrath will flare up against you, and He will close the heavens so that there
will be no rain and the earth will not yield its produce, and you will swiftly
perish from the good land which the L-rd gives you. Therefore, place these
words of Mine upon your heart and upon your soul, and bind them for a
sign on your hand, and they shall be a reminder between your eyes. You
shall teach them to your children, to speak of them when you sit in your
house and when you walk on the road, when you lie down and when you
rise. And you shall inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates-so that your days and the days of your children may be
prolonged on the land which the L-rd swore to your fathers to give to them
for as long as the heavens are above the earth.
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Last pic of Laurel and Hardy taken together
in 1956 at the Reseda Home of Laurels
daughter Lois.

What a wonderful pair they made!!!

One of the greatest comedy teams in cinema
History

The Rabbi has called us to meet Bene-iIsrael
Jews who arrived in India in 175 BCE

Incidentally, Laurel and
Hardy were (and are)
very popular with
Jewish audiences.

oh, from

B 175 BCE?

y Itis 1955
now!

must be

very old!

In hebrew they are
known as "Hashamen V'
he razeh", literally "the fat
one and the thin one".

1930’s

Ghory and Dixit were a comedy duo comprising Nazir Ahmed
Ghory and Manohar Janardhan Dixit. They were active in Indian
cinema during the 1930s and 1940s.M"! They were called the
Indian Laurel and Hardy.'”® The duo had starred in several films
including Do Badmaash, Sitamgarh, Toofani Toli and Bhola Raja.
Most of their films were produced by Ranjit Studios.! Unlike
Laurel and Hardy they played only supporting roles in their
films.!

Dixit (left) and Ghory (right)
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New Delhi, 11th November 2022:
David Polonsky, one of the
most important and prolific
illustrators in Israel, is visiting
India on the occasion of India
and Israel celebrating 30 years

of full diplomatic relations.
David Polonsky - Wikipedia

Need a Jewish Physiatrist?

With a growing worldwide awareness that every human being in this world

needs a personal shrink (Physiatrist) and the fact that 90% of their population

cannot afford one, a Jewish family in Brazil has created an alternative.

This is a physiological treatment. If you have a person who will listen to you, lots
of your problems get solved because only you know how to solve that problem

and you speak them out if you think someone is listening to you.

The image of the statue has been carefully chosen for this purpose.
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Why Bene-Israel sprinkled Coconut Water around the inner borders of
their home before Malida?

In the olden days Malida was made by grating coconut. The coconut water that
came out of the specific coconut that would be granted to prepare Malida was
not allowed to be drunk by anyone. This water would be sprinkled along the inner
borders of the whole home. It was symbolic purifying of the home to prepare it
for the sanctified prayer of Malida ceremony. In Israel this custom is not followed.

GOLD- The StreeDhan

(The property of a woman)

Indian housewives hold 11% of the world's gold. That is more than the
reserves of the USA, the IMF, Switzerland, and Germany put together.

StreeDhan is an Indian word derived from the combination of two words, “Stree” meaning
woman and “Dhan” meaning property. So, to sum it up, Streedhan means the property
of a woman. Streedhan may include any property or asset such as land or ornaments
before or after her marriage.

This property is showered on a woman for her protection if any ill-fated fortune falls on
her. This is philosophy of Hindu faith that a woman should never be helpless for the
community to miss use her.
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Old Believers ..... Noah/Manu <lud|asm
floods Hinduism

Hinduism and Judaism

Hinduism and Judaism - Wikipedia

Judaism has been compared with Hinduism by Osho Rajneesh and Steven Rosen in their books. They cite Hindu Jewish
the similarities between Brahmins and Jews who viewed themselves as "God's chosen people." Rosen adds
that Brahmins had a "community of priests" while Jews had a "Kingdom of Priests". Calendar | Calendar
David Flusser says that the tale of Abraham has many similarities with a certain story from the Upanishads,
stating that "One can easily discover parallels in the Upanishads to the Abraham legend". 5124 5782
Yudhishthira
American biologist Constantine Samuel Rafinesque (1783-1840) in his book The American Nations Samvat
discusses linguistic and traditional similarities between the two religions. calendar
’s Vari Calend
The World’s Various Calendars?
What Year Is It? Why The Answer Is More Complicated Than You Think (allthatsinteresting.com)
Gregorian | Chinese | Buddhist | Byzantine | Ethiopian | Hebrew | Holocene | Islamic | Thai | Japanizes | Hinduism *Unix
2022 4719 2565 7530 2014 5782 12022 | 1443 | 2565 | Reiwa 5124 1fg$§59;ffgg‘
4

*Unix Calendar: 1640995200 — 1672531199

Unix is a system for calculating a point in time as defined by the number of seconds that have elapsed since January 1, 1970. This date
is the last time the system was adjusted for Coordinated Universal Time, which is the primary standard by which the entire world

regulates clocks.
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“Kaku” we love you

Dafna Samuel Pugaukar

Dafna writes for Shaniwar Teli from time to time. Her financial analysis on world economic is always amazing. We know most readers
do not understand them, but those who do appreciate her analysis admired her. A very charming person, very intelligent and humble.
Dafna is also niece of our editor Shulmith Charikar.

We bid farewell to a lovely human being in the month of November, whom | was proud to call my
uncle and fondly referred to as ‘Kaku’. His name is Mr. Judah David Samuel Pugavkar. He passed
away, shockingly, at a local hospital in the town of Pune in India after opting for selective
procedures at the hospital.

Mr. Judah Samuel was born on 16th December, 1959 to an affluent family in Mumbai, his father
being an established customs officer and his mother, a homemaker from Karachi in Pakistan who
moved to India following the fateful partition of British India. He has two older siblings, Mrs. Zimra
Israel and Mr. Joseph Samuel. At the time of his untimely demise, he had a promising career at the
Ministry of Tourism Israel as the Director of Marketing for Israel tourism in India. Prior to joining
the Tourism Ministry, he was the General Manager of EL AL in India. He also worked for British
Airways and later on Kenya Airways for a short while. He completed his MBA at the Bajaj
institution in Mumbai and was an alumnus of the MMK college in Mumbai.

While he was much younger, he and my father attended St Mary's High School at Mount Abu,

India. My grandmother always narrated the playful and mischievous pranks they would play at
school. She used to love telling us of his fondness towards collecting eggs in their wardrobes and _ _
she would have to unceremoniously get rid of them to avoid other reptiles. ”‘Wiﬂ;/bafna(right) & Elizabeth (,_ef)
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He was a devoted son, a loving brother and an affectionate uncle who spoilt his two nieces. | remember him being patient with my
sister and | throughout our childhood where he would shower us with anything that we requested for, had we made any requests. He
would always come to our rescue when we needed his help.
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He was known to extend this helpful nature to all his family and friends when they requested and needed help. Besides his friendly and
helpful nature, which was adored by all friends and family, he did go the extra mile to help the Jewish community in Mumbai whenever
he could. He worked tirelessly and led in the efforts to reopen Shaare Ratzon Synagogue in Mumbai which was abandoned in the past.
He, along with Mrs Sinora Kolhatkar and a group of strong-willed committee members, successfully gave the synagogue the reputation
that it holds today, and the committee members continue to follow in his footsteps.

My uncle led his life with determination, proud of his roots, affection and unapologetically. He believed in going after what he wanted
to achieve and would not back down when faced with a challenge. He knew how to work a gathering and was charismatic and was
known for his speeches at parties and family and formal occasions.

He always encouraged me and my sister to face our fears headfirst and crush any challenges that stood in our way to achieving our
goals. He taught us never to feel inadequate and to chase after what we wanted. We aim to live with those principles and continue to
keep his legacy alive in our hearts.

We will miss him always and do believe we will be reunited again.
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History of Bene-Israel Kirtan
Elijah Jacob

On February 1st 2015 and September 4th 2016, Bene Israel Kirtans were performed in Mumbai in two decades. Kirtans were nearly
forgotten by the time that Mrs. Flora Samuel in Israel and Mrs. Rachel Gadkar in India had briefly revived it in the 1990s, but at one
time, kirtan had been one of the most important and popular forms of Bene Israel performance. Where did Jewish kirtan come from and
where did it go?

“Kirtan” (literally, “to sing praises of the divine’) comes in many different forms across India. Unlike the Hindi-belt kirtan, Sikh kirtan
or South Indian kirtanam, Marathi kirtan combines stories and philosophical discourse with song. The Maharashtrian Hindu kirtan
tradition is ancient — dating back to at least the 13th century — but Bene Israel kirtan is only as old as the late 19th century. In a 1918
article on kirtan in his Prasangik Vichar (Occasional Thoughts) series, Mr. Samuel Mazgaonkar recounted how he and his friends Mr.
David Haeem Divekar, Mr. Benjamin Shimshon Ashtamkar, Mr. Rahamim Shlomo Talkar, Mr. Hannokh Shlomo Talkar and Mr. Isaac
Abraham Talegaonkar began performing kirtans in 1880. After hearing a “trance-inducing” kirtan by a Hindu kirtankar named Raosaheb
Shankar Panduranga Pandit, they decided to promote Kirtan as a means to teach Jewish texts to the Bene Israel community and they
formed an organisation called the Kirtanottejak Mandal.

Mr. Benjamin Shimshon Ashtamkar performed the first Bene Israel kirtan — Abraham Charitra (The Deeds of Abraham) in 1880 under
the auspices of the Kirtanottejak Mandal and the text of his kirtan was published in 1882. The Kirtanottejak Mandal decided that Mr.
Benjamin Shimshon Ashtamkar and Mr. David Haeem Divekar, senior members of their group, would serve as Kirtankars and that the
remaining four friends would sing the songs. This group performed across Marathi — speaking India at naming ceremonies, weddings
and housewarming parties. Popular accounts and author introductions to kirtan texts suggest that despite early resistance by some
members of the Indian Jewish society, nineteenth and early twentieth century, Bene Israel kirtans drew large crowds and elicited
enthusiastic responses from listeners. Printed texts were eagerly sought out by people wanting to follow along during the performance or
relive it afterwards.

Between 1882, when Abraham Charitra was published and 1960 when the last kirtan was published, approximately 42 kirtans found
their way into print with activity concentrated between 1882 and 1918, a 36 year span during which 35 Bene Israel kirtans were
published. According to Benjamin Ashtamkar, he and the other members of the Mandal could not meet the incredible demand for new

Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter Volume # 13 Jan, 1, 2023 35




kirtans because kirtan was not their primary occupation. Benjamin Shimshon Ashtamkar’s other kirtans included Noacha Bhaktibhaav
(1888), Shmuel Akhyan (1889), Shimshon Akhyan (1896), Elisha Akhyan (1897) and several others. His brother, Dr. Aaron Shimshon
Ashtamkar, the Chairman of the Panvel Municipality, also composed a few kirtans including The Account of King David in the Marathi
Verses (1883), The Mourner’s Consolation (1884) and David Rajacha Charitra (1896). Other kirtans performed between the 1880s and
1921 were composed by Solomon Shalom Aptekar, Aaron Daniel Talkar, David Haeem Divekar, David Solomon Pezarkar, Joseph
David Penkar, Isaac Shalom Awaskar, David Jacob Talkar, Samuel David Valvatkar. Isaac Shalom Awaskar, Samuel Moses Kandlekar,
Solomon Aaron Bastekar, Joseph Haeem Awaskar, Isaac Abraham Talegaonkar, Isaac Saddik Chordekar, Isaac Satamkar and Hannokh
Shlomo Talkar. In the 1930°s and 1950’s, Mr. N. S. Satamkar composed and performed at least four kirtans and in 1990, Mr. Noah
Massil of Israel composed a kirtan on Ruth for Mrs. Flora Samuel to perform.

When the Kirtanottejak Mandal disbanded, other groups supported kirtan in its place, including the Jewish Union Singing Club, the
Jewish Amateurs Singing Club, the Kirtan Mandal of Pune, the Satamkar Music School and the Bene Israel Youth Convention. Indian
and Israeli independence interrupted this process in the mid twentieth century and kirtan went through a period of dormancy until it was
revived by educators associated with the Israelite School now the Eli Kadoorie School. While the early Kirtankars were men, its late
twentieth century revival has been led by women. The late Mrs. Rachel Gadkar taught at Sir Eli Kadoorie School for many years and
wrote extensively on Bene Israel culture, including an important article on kirtan. She also performed kirtans in Mumbai and Thane.
Before migrating to Israel from Bombay in 1964, the late Mrs. Flora Samuel had been the headmistress of Sir Eli Kadoorie School and
she continued teaching after immigration. She taught kirtans to a women’s organisation in the town of Lod, published kirtan texts,
performed kirtan and wrote articles on Jewish kirtans.

With Hannah “Annie” Rohekar and Ivy Jhirad, Flora Samuel performed kirtans on Joseph, Moses, Hannah and her 7 sons and Ruth. The
three women received kirtan texts and learned melodies from a Lod resident whose father-in-law had been a kirtankar in India. Mrs.
Rohekar composed the remaining melodies and her husband accompanied the group on bulbul tarang (“banjo’). In these performances,
one woman provided the discourse and a small chorus of women sang the songs. Although Mrs. Samuel wrote the kirtan narrations, she
appointed a different woman as narrator/kirtankar for each performance. It was a successful enterprise — the group was invited all over
Israel to perform and Mrs. Samuel even performed kirtan at an exhibit on the Bene Israel at the Jewish Museum in New York. In
addition to these public performances of kirtan, several women in the Bene Israel communities of India and Israel continue to sing songs
in the vruttas associated with kirtan. Mrs. Diana Pingle has in recent years performed a religious discourse with songs in the manner of
Kirtan

Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter Volume # 13 Jan, 1, 2023 36




With the support of Dr. Nathan Aston, Shoshanna & Hannah Kolet and the Orot Ha Torah
Women’s group, we once again had the opportunity to hear Bene Israel kirtans in India.

References :

Ashtamkar, Benjamin Samson, 1888, Suddh Vasana Kivha Noahca Bahakti Bhav (Pure longing
or Noah’s Devotion) Mumbai: Nirnayasagar 1889 Shmuel Akhyan, Mumbai : Nirnayasagar
Press.Ashtamkar, Benjamin Samson and Hannokh Shlomo Talkar. 1882 — Abraham Charitra,
The Life of Abraham in Marathi verses. Mumbai : Kirtanottejakmandali Gadkar, Rachel.

1996. “Ambhi Bharatvasi Bene Israel” [We are the Bene Israel of India], Shaili 32

(September): 60-64.Isenberg, Shirley Berry. 1988. India’s Bene Israel: A Comprehensive Inquiry
and Sourcebook. Berkeley, Calif.: J. L. Magnes Museum.lsrael, Benjamin. 1984. The Bene Israel
of India: Some Studies . Bombay: Orient Longman.Mazgaokar, Samuel Siloman. 1918.
Prasangik Vichar [Occasional Thoughts], no. 10 Bombay.Roland, Joan. 2000. “Religious
Observances of the Bene Israel: Persistence and Refashioning of Tradition.” Journal of Indo-
Judaic Studies (3[June]: 22-47).Samuel, Flora (Manik Ashtamkar). 1996. Sanskrutisangam
(Marathi). Mumbai [Bombay}.1998. “The Kirtan.” Pe’amim 71, 121-28. In Hebrew with songs
in Marathi. {English translation of the Hebrew by the author}.Weil, Shalv. 1999. “Flora Samuel
— In Memoriam.” Journal of Indo-Judaic Studies 1,2 (April).

Mohel Avraham Ashtamkar’s Funeral at Yavne Cemetery
Shaniwar-Teli wrote about his over 1000+ Circumcision
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Orot Ha Tanakh Piyyut Group “India Tour”

| Orot Ha Tanakh Piyyut group presently has performed six kirtan recitals at different locations in Mumbai, Delhi, Cochin & Ahmedabad. \

Kirtan group performing at the
Indira Gandhi Centre for Performing
Arts in New Delhi in 2017.

Kirtan group Performing at
Jcc in Mumbai in 2016
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Gandhi Jayanti at Kiryat Gat

Hannan Reuben

On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti,
DCM Rajiv Bodwade paid homage
to Bapu at Mahatma Gandhi circle
in #KiryatGat in a ceremony
attended by Mayor of Kiryat Gat
Municipality and prominent
community members & embassy
officials.

Oct. 2, 2022
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National Convention Of Indian Jews

Hundreds of Indian origin Jews drawn from four different
communities gather for national convention in Israel

Thousands Of Indian Origin Jews Drawn From Four Different Communities Gather For National Convention In Israe (abplive.com)

Nissim Moses (Right) historian well
known for his research of Bene Israel
Genealogy, was felicitated at the event
with two books by community members
released.

Petah Tikva (Israel), Oct 14 (PTI): Thousands of Indian-origin Jews from all four major communities descended on this northern Israeli city on
Thursday evening to participate in the sixth national convention of Indian Jews, celebrating the occasion with a whole range of cultural display,

including food, music, dance, cultural exhibits, yoga workshop, etc.

The enthusiasm in the community was such that the allotted number of registrations was filled up within a few days after the event was
announced. The community organized the event with the active support of the Indian mission in Israel and the municipality of Petah Tikva which
was very generous in providing the necessary support for the event.

Rami Greenberg, the Mayor of Petah Tikva, applauded the role of the Indian Jewish community in Israel saying "they have contributed to the
development of the country in every possible way. It also includes the strong strategic relations Israel has with India in the field of defense, polity
and economy"."It is great to see how the Bnei Menashe, Bene Israel, Cochini and Baghdadi Jews from India have managed to keep in touch with
their roots, even those that are third or fourth generation here", Greenberg added.
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Charge d'affaires at the Indian mission, Rajiv Bodwade, described the convention as "an acknowledgment of the
rich diversity and the unique traditions of the four major communities of Indian origin Jews"."Until recently the Indian
Jewish communities had largely remained confined to themselves and held exclusive events and functions
celebrating their Indian origins and culture.

Through the Government of India's endeavor, the four communities came together and jointly organized five
national conventions of the Indian Jews in the last decade", Bodwade pointed out. The sixth national convention this
year was celebrated after a gap of five years which includes the period of restrictions due to COVID-19.

"We hope that this convention will act as a cultural bridge between the peoples of India and Israel”, the diplomat
stressed, noting that India and Israel mark thirty years of upgradation of bilateral ties to full diplomatic relations and
75 years of Independence. "Further we are proud of the fact that India, given its unique tradition of co-existence, is
one of the few places in the world where there has never been any anti-Semitism in history," Bodwade emphasized.

Touching upon a well-known fact that the older generation of Indian Jews in Israel still maintains a "deep bond" with
India, he said that "the national convention provides an engaging platform for the younger generation to cherish and
better understand their unique culture”. There are about 85,000 Jews of Indian origin living in Israel who continues
to maintain their distinct cultural practices. The national convention of the Indian Jews in Israel also helps display a
part of the Indian diversity with Bene Israel coming predominantly from the Maharashtra region, the Baghdadis from
the Kolkata area, Cochinis from Kerala, and the Bnei Menashe from Manipur and Mizoram.

Ricky Shay, a prominent member of the Indian Jewish community, also proudly spoke of the Indian spirit of co-
existence and how the Jewish community never felt any trace of anti-semitism in India. An elder member of the
community, Nissim Moses, a historian well known for his research of Bene Israel Genealogy, was felicitated at the
event with two books by community members released.

The India Cultural Centre in Israel organized a Kathak performance led by Ritusri Chaudhuri. She will also be
performing with her team in Jerusalem on Friday. Well-known Israeli singer of Indian origin, Liora Itzhak, who has
had a brief association with Bollywood and sang the national anthems of both countries during the visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to Israel in 2017, also enthralled the crowd with some popular Hindi songs.

Several local artists, mainly from the Indian Jewish community, performed on stage. PTI HM PY PY PY

(This story is published as part of the auto-generated syndicate wire feed. No editing has been done in the headline
or the body by ABP Live.)

Published at : 14 Oct 2022 04:15 AM (IST)
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Let us meet the ORT India, Director Mrs. Sivanah David Ashtamkar

Sivanah David Ashtamkar, finished her schooling from IES ( King George) school, Dadar, and graduated from
University of Mumbai through Ruia college in faculty of science. She holds a diploma in business administration from
Mumbai university.

She had started her career with Air India as a Traffic Assistant and rose to the level of senior manager working for the
same company for 35 years. During her tenure in Air India she was assigned many important portfolios like VIP
special handling, cargo space management, and Dangerous Goods Regulations Instructor for India and foreign
destinations.

She is married to Mr. David Ashtamkar who served the income tax department for 28
years and then started his own company; Menorah Realties, and is a successful
businessman. Her two two daughters are Amira & Akiev. Amira heads the HR
department of Jindal Group and is married to Mr. Akiev Samson.

The younger daughter Aviva post graduated in hospitality management and worked as
a manager in Marriott group. Presently she chose to venture into her own business and
started a cloud kitchen named “Yakana”.

Cloud kitchen is a virtual platform where the customers can place an order anytime online, and it's a commercial space that offers food
services to the customers, only takeout and delivery. A Cloud kitchen is also called a ghost kitchen or virtual kitchen.
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She applied and was selected by ORT India as a
Director in Jul 2019. (Chai festival 2019 —below)

' 4

%
L.

She is now looking after the day to day affairs of ORT India and distributing educational and
online scholarships, managing the properties owned by ORT India and looking after all the
aspects of the 6th floor building owned by ORT India.

She also coordinates with Podar Education Group and ORT International schools monitoring
all the aspects related matters. She has successfully managed to put the Taglit 2022 group
together after a gap of three years. She takes keen interest in helping Jewish families who
need counselling and help related to any educational faculty.

Driving has always been her passion and has taken part in Times of India, women’s drive for

With few from Taglit 2022 group
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A Novel Idea — Shukkha for Kids

Ronen Bhonkar

Last year Ronen Bhonkar who is the
Honorary Secretary of Magen Hassidim
Synagogue in Munbai experimented with
a new way of tying fruits in the Shukkha.
He tied them lower so that children of
different ages could reach them on the
last day to pluck them.

This idea was so well received that it was
repeated this year followed by giving gifts
away to the children.

All the synagogues in the world should
think of adapting Ronen’s idea and call
the Shukkha

Ronen’s Rids Shukkha

Ronen’s Kids Shukkha

The sukkah serves as an admonition to man not to become overconfident because of affluence.
Like one’s ancestors in the desert who dwelt in a sukkah, one’s survival is contingent upon the grace of the Almighty
(Rashbam, Leviticus 23:43).
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Meet Ronit Satamkar Palkar
Teacher for Abacus & Vedic Mathematics

| am Ronith Solomon Palkar residing in Panvel for last 24 yrs. My maiden name is Ronith Joseph
Satamkar from Jacob Circle Mumbai. | Passed my 10th std from St Ignatius High School, Jacob Circle.
Then did my Secretarial Science course from ORT India, Worli. Worked in various offices. Got married in
1998.and now teaching Abacus Brian Development Program n Vedic Maths to school students since last

7 years.

Byte computers is a sister concern of Universal Mental Maths under which | work. Byte Computer Education |
Home (ummbyte.com). | teach both Abacus & Vedic Maths (for 6th std studs n above), which are maths short

cuts.

Byte Computer Education (1989), Panvel City has been offering professional training to
students. It specializes and is well-known for training students as well as working
professionals in accounting, web designing, programming languages.

Abacus Mathematics

Vedic Mathematics

Abacus is a Brain Development
Program, which is for stududents
from Std 1st to 4th. We use numbers
as a medium for this program.
Stududents do arithmetical sums (+,-
,X n +) on Abacus Kit.

ABACUS

an s computer

500 BCE

Vedic Mathematics, is a system of
mathematics which was discovered by
Indian mathematician Jagadguru Shri
Bharathi Krishna Tirthaji, in the period
between A.D. 1911 and 1918, who then
published his findings in a Vedic
Mathematics Book by Tirthaji Maharaj.

These methods work very — well for
dyslexic/slow students who struggles
with the way arithmetic is taught in
schools." Vedic Maths can be
introduced to students as young as
six std, and can be pursued up to the
research level.
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World Religious Population Distribution

Israel (Jews 74%)

India (Hindus 80%)

Israel ethnic composition (2020%)
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Religious affiliation (2011)
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The future estimates that the

world population of Atheist / Non-
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every religion will become an
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is 14.27%

World Religion Population
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“Do you believe in love
at first sight, or should
| pass by you again?”
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History Jewish Education in India

In 1875, “The Bene Israel Benevolent Society for Promoting Education”
established the “Israelite School”, an English-language primary school which
developed into a high school in 1892. In the 1930s the school became known
as the Elly Kadoorie School after its benefactor, and taught its pupils, most of
whom were Jewish, Hebrew as well as English and Marathi. Today, the
school has become a Marathi-language school in which none of the pupils
are Jewish. The Israelite School Old Students’ Union, which later became
known as the Maccabean Fellowship, was established in 1917 and in its
heyday in the 1950s it attracted hundreds to social gatherings.

The Jacob Sassoon Free School was founded at the end of the 19th century
as an English school for Baghdad children in Bombay. Although at first a
quota for Bene Israel pupils was imposed, by the 1970s nearly all of the
Jewish pupils (125 out of 400) were Bene Israel. In 2001, there were hardly

any Jewish pupils at the school.

The Bombay ORT school for boys was established in 1962; the school for
girls in 1970. In 2001, there were still a small number of Jewish pupils who
receive technical and vocational training, many of them later emigrating to

Israel with knowledge of Hebrew.

ORT-India
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What different styles of head coverings say about
Israeli Jewish men and women

What different styles of head coverings say about Israeli Jewish men | Pew Research Center

What you wear can say a lot about who you are and what you believe. In Israel, for instance, the type of kippa — or lack
thereof — worn by an Israeli Jewish man often is strongly correlated with his religious identity as well as some political

views.

Among Israeli men who say they usually wear a large
black fabric kippa, a majority identify as Haredi (also
known as ultra-Orthodox) Jews (58%). By contrast,
most of those who wear a black crocheted or knitted
kippa (59%) say they are Masorti (“traditional”) Jews.
And small black fabric kippot (the plural of kippa) as
well as colored or patterned crocheted kippot are
particularly common among Dati (“religious,”
sometimes called “modern Orthodox”) Jews.
What about Jewish women? The Kippa has long been
part of the Jewish dress code for Jewish men, but not for
Jewish women. That is not because Jewish women never
bothered covering their head, but because non-Jewish
women always covered their heads.
ol |

......

What different types of Kippot say about Israeli Jewish men

Among Israeli Jewish men who wear each type of kippa (or no head covering),

% who say their religious identity is...
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Yemenite Jews traditionally
wear a stiff black kippah
shaped like a dome. They are
usually made of velvet and
have decorative borders.

Breslov Kippah

These large kippot knitted from
white yarn often have a pom on
top and a slogan of the
Breslover community around
the edge. A similar white style,
without the slogan, is worn by
some non-Breslover Hasidic
children.

The name aside, this kind of kippah is
actually crocheted and is favored by
Modern Orthodox Jews and Dati Leumi
in Israel. They come in a variety of colors
and patterns, with styles constantly
changing, and sometimes playful
variations. Some Jews who lean in a
slightly more Orthodox direction will
favor an all-black version of the same
kind of kippah.

Some haredi Jews
regard the velvet
kippah as fulfilling
a more stringent
obligation to have
two layers on
one’s head, though
not all agree with
this view.

Some Hasidic children wear a hat called
a kashket as an alternative to a kippah.
This is shaped something like a
Bukharian kippah — having a wide band
and no brim — but it is usually entirely
black and made of felt.

Shtreimel, Spodik, Kolpik
These are all large, cylindrical fur hats

usually worn on Shabbat or festivals and

to weddings. The streimel is a very wide
brown hat made from animal tails (usual
fox, marten or minx) while the spodik tends
to be taller and dyed black. Because a
spodik is dyed, it is a less expensive hat,
though neither style is cheap. Which one
you wear is usually determined by the
Hasidic sect of which you are a member.

Fez or Tarboush This cylindrical red
cap, sometimes with a tassel, was
traditionally worn by Jews from the
former Ottoman empire, especially
Morocco. Jews tend to call it by its
Arabic name, Tarboush.

Satin Kippah

These soft, looser
lined Kippot are
especially popular
among older
generations of
Reform and
Conservative Jews.
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Kosher corner

Chicken biryani - 1550/- per kg

Tandoori biryani - 1950/ - per kg -

Zamzam pulav- 1650/- per kg »

P
Akni pulav - 1500/- per kg a

Chicken Samosa - 1kg - 400/- kg

For orders contact

Elijah Gadkar

Meet Second Generation Beni-Israel

Yochi Moses ATATAZ JTHT

08-9747 880

For all travels to India and around the world
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Ashdod and
around need
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doctors, bring
medication,
travel, others)
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Interesting Facts

Herzl Bhonkar

As | learn more, | get more amazed. Of course we know the Christians and the Muslims both are followers of the new versions of Old
Testimony. Both these religions were born during ACE (After Christ Era) in last 2000 year and so we are clearer about it.

But, Hinduism that has been existing, as long as Judaism, some similarities between the two are amazing when understood.

There is no doubt that Noah and Manu describes the same floods that recreated the world. But recently | became aware of few more
amazing facts.

In Hebrew a Man is called vJ'X - Fsh
A Sanskrit word for "God" or "deity". Esh (Z¢T in Devanagari script) is also a Sanskrit word for king, head, leader or Lord. As Esh's meaning in Sanskrit is king,

Head, Leader who worshiped as Eshwar (God). Probably this belief arises from the fact that many Indian Hindu names that end with "Esh or Ish" actually refer
to God (Shiva).

In Hebrew a women is called nwX — Esha
A Sanskrit work for “Parvathi” the Goddess and wife of Shiva

Our Jews commitment to God is shown by Brith as Abraham Circumcised himself. The reason Abraham used the part of his penis (and
no any other part of the body) was because it is through Penis the new life begins (sperms that get transferred to women for
fertilization). Keeping the same logic of commitment the Hindus pray the Shiv Ling (the representing of penis of Shiva).

There are also explanations that claim that Abraham was a Braham (Hindu) but when he separated from the Braham community, he
was called A-Braham (Non-Brahman).

Going a step further, the meaning of Noah in Sanskrit is “the Man par excellence or the representative man and father of the human
race (regarded in the as the first to have instituted sacrifices and religious ceremonies, and associated with the Manu (Man-us = Man)

Are you now wondering about the same things that | do?
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from 4 years ago.

Mr. Jacob Elijah Dandekar
A Piece of Bene-Israel

History

It was his wish that Bene-Israel children study
Hebrew.
Mr. Dandekar, the Bene-Israel born children
are experts in Hebrew in Israel.

"I am Jacob Elijah Dandekar. I am known as
Baba. I'm 84 years old and | am one of the
last Beni Israel of Alibagh.

I've been a Hazan for over 45 years. | learned
to be a Hazan from Baruch Gadkar who was
the secretary to Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
Prime Minister of India.

When | was a Hazan, | always gave the
children a portion to read so that they would
love to pray. My father taught me the
importance of prayer and today | still know
the Tehillim by heart. My father would wake
me up at 4am to go to morning prayers. He
would call my name, "Jacob, Jacob, Jacob"
and if | didn't wake up he would shove me. In
those days, we went to pray or we were
beaten. Prayer was very important, in fact
when | was a boy, | remember a man from
the village of Korli who would walk 3km every
day just to attend prayer in the Borli
Synagogue.

| remember that on Shabbat all the people
would come together in unity. It made me
feel so good inside. Every family sat in their
home with their Shigli which we used the
keep the food hot on Shabbat. On Hashanah
Rabbah, we would stay up all night and study

and pray until the morning and then
together we would attend the morning
prayers. Some of us kept cows by our
homes and only a Beni Israel would milk
them.

There were five children in my family. We
were four brothers and one sister. All are
gone except for me. My sister Tziporah was
very loving and whenever we visited with
one another she would always make me
feel loved. She would have a meal ready for
me and always wanted to spend time with
me. She moved to Israel and died.

| am the guardian of this Knesset. Today,
nobody comes to pray anymore. Nobody
knows Hebrew or even how to pray. My
hope for the future is that Jewish children
will study Hebrew and the prayers. In the
house, the parents should show a love of
prayer and of learning Torah. The parents
should go to synagogue to set a good
example for the children. Here, there is
never a minyan. Every day, and every
Shabbat, | come to the synagogue, open its
gates, and pray alone. | am alone but | have
God." | was inspired by Humans of New
York, Humans Of India, Humans of Judaism
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https://www.facebook.com/590086115/posts/pfbid037cWXMEPejUf91r9FwMej3jKaVLeMdxuTTa2ofqKco1romJgPYMznVQSbSoLM617Hl/?mibextid=Nif5oz

Daniel Jacob Penkar
Director of Sinhagad Institute of Management, Pune.

Sinhgad Institute of Management, Pune | Empowering Academic Excellence

Since its inception in 1994, Sinhgad Institute of
Management offers various MBA courses (refer to their
website). Their message to the students is

“If you want to predict the future, create it.”
Approved by AICTE(New Delhi),

Recognized by Government of Maharashtra.
Affiliated to Savitribai Phule University of Pune/Mumbai.

VDr. Daniel Jacob Penkar with the Joint
Dr. Daniel Penkar inaugurating Cricket Match in Pune. police Commissioner of Pune Shri
Sandeep Karnik.

P —
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Meet Shlomo Sharon Galsurkar - Regional Supervision Representative - India

Rabbi Shlomo Sharon Galsurkar - OK Kosher Israel

| made aliyah four years ago.
https://il.ok.org/

Me and my wife Sharona massil were local Jewish
educators in India for almost 20 years, we joined
and worked for AJDC and ORT-India.

| use to work part time for OK kosher certification.
https://il.ok.org/

Rabbi Shlomao Sharon Galsurkar
Regional Supervision Representative - India

Rabbi Shlomo Sharon Galsurkar is & Kosher's dedicated
supervision representative to India. He cultivates
meaningful, lasting relationships with facility personnel
when conducting kosher inspections for Indian and global
companies alike. Native to India himself, Rabbi Sharon
brings a keen understanding of and appreciation for local

My real passion is Jewish education which | believe Rabbi Shlomo Sharon Indian culture and language
is service to Hashem and service to my community. Galsurkar

After aliya “Kosher Certification” (since 1935) asked
me to become their staff in Israel and now | travel to
India every month.

Rav. Daniel Talkar arranged - A‘i
for four professionals from e ' :
Israel to visit India to teach
Jewish Kashrut professions to

the Bene-lIsrael.
Shochet: Kosher way of slaughtering
Chickens and Goats

et 4 S .
Mohel: to Circumcise Jewish - FIALSEES Y/ CUSESICHTIRIHTEC
5 5\ 2lueiin st lons fur dinap
children. j
Kashrut — Basics of Kosher Food

Nissuin: Conducting Jewish Marriage N | ‘ https://voutu.be/NORPYnDVuC8
Chazzanut: Learning to be a Chazzan !
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Bene-Israel Jokes

Galsulkar & Nahaokar stood at a traffic
signal;

Galsulkar: | wonder what one traffic light
says to the other.

Nahaokar: That is simple. Stop looking at
me, I'm changing!

Koletkar : “Your mother has been with us
for 20 years, isn’t it time she got a place
of her own?”

“My mother?” replied Mrs. Koletkar I
thought she was your mother.”

Bhonkar’s wife asked him for something
that went from 0-200 insanely fast.
He Bought her a weighing scale!

Kurulkar came to see his doctor Dandaker.
Dr. Dandaker: “Kurulkar, I have bad news,
and worse news for you.”

'What is the bad new?' asks the patient.

Dr. Dandakar: ‘You only have 24 hours to
live.' replies the doctor.

Kurulkar: Oh my, that's terrible! What
could possibly be worse than that?!'

'Dr. Dandakar: Well, I've been trying to
contact you since yesterday...!"

Chincholkar: Today my son’s school is
closed. He is at home.

Wakrulkar: Why? My son went to school
today. What is the holiday for?
Chincholkar: He said a fish from school
went swimming and it drowned!
Wakrulkar: Oh.. (stunned). Your son seems
a very sympathetic boy!!

Ruby: I don’t know what to do. My dog
keeps chasing people on a bicycle.

Sandra: Then why don't you take away the
bicycle from the dog?

Neomi: Ortal, I always wonder how do the
Transgender recognize each other. There
are so many of them?

Ortal: That is simple Neomi. They do the
same that we did as children.

Neomi: What?

Ortal: You show me yours and I will show
you mine.

Birwadkar: The doctor said I have
become fat. I should reduce 30 Kg. It is
impossible for me to do that at this age.
What can I do?

Pezarkar: They are all crazy. Do what I
did. Change your doctor.

Waskar you know my
girlfriend, she ignores my
existence and only talks to

me when she needs ~
something. /ﬁ_ .
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Varulkar you should be
proud. She treats you
like her God!

heart is like a

SIM card.

Nathan, | am so
happy today. My
girlfriend said her

mobile and | am her

Moses....

Don't be too
happy. If she gets
a new offer

she will change
the SIM card
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i BB and Modi
Sankar. are good
As leader —_ | friends. So
of Bene- ~~ - now | think
Israel in all of Israel
Ashdod will start
whatdo | wearing
you want Indian

to say < dresses like
about BB me and eat
winning ' Indian food
the .+ with hands.
election ‘

Kurulkar,
What do you mean

that my food is not

Il give you a
kiss and if you
don't like it, you -

can return me

Menas

| feel horrible about
myself for not having
accomplished anything
in life... but then feel
better when | see
where you are. Thanks
for being my best
friend.

Ruben | have
decided to say
the three magical
words

Pay your
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Humor

Responsible Citizen

Heber Solomon

The question is who contributed more to the growth of our
country?

01. On the Rs. 5000 Mrs. Ashtamkar donated, she got a 30% tax

rebate. Therefore, she actually landed up earning back Rs. 1500/-.

In other words, by donating Rs. 5000 she made a net contribution
of just Rs. 3500/- to the country.

02. On Alcohol, the total taxes (excise and GST) added up to
approximately 72% of the MRP. So when Mrs Pezarkar paid Rs.
5000,/-, Rs 3600/- went to the state exchequer... against Rs. 3500
from Mrs. Ashtamkar.

...and 48 pegs of pleasure from two bottles 750 ml whisky bottle
¥ ¥ . And the tandoori chicken, peanuts, soda and other bites he
consumed worth Rs.5000 along with whisky contributed about
Rs.1000 more to government.

That makes it Rs.4600 of Pezarkar vs Rs.3500 of Ashtamkar
Therefore, not only did Pezarkar contribute more, she created

jobs at the Distillery, their suppliers of labels, bottles, caps,
machinery, Poultry farms , Snack companies, jobs at the

Marketing Company, jobs at the Wine Shop , Retail shops selling
chicken, snacks and moreover he was in high spirits doing so,
.... while Astamkar doesn't even know where her money went !!

Think of it...

Next time, buy a bottle of Whisky ‘you’ serve your Nation !!!
Be a responsible citizen!! Have a lovely winter and also be in high
spirits !!!

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

$ T0 THE BEER STORE
I $70 ONTARIO GOVERNMENT
B $70 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
W $70 SUPPLIER

WINE BEER WHISKY
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Great weekend for everyone, | had

the pleasure and honor of

attending the launch evening of the

book "Abrasive Stone" about

inspiring women in education. | was

very moved by my choice as an
inspiring woman in the field by
guarantee - women members of
the Beit Midrash tradition that
develops a Jewish vision based on
feminism and Sephardic-Oriental
tradition. The goal is to make the
voices of women who broke

through barriers and played stones
(broke through the glass ceiling) to

teach about them in schools and
midrashes and to instill in the
public sphere the stories of
inspiration for future generations.
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https://youtu.be/WXCjQO Ydck

Dr. Riki Shai doesn't stop...

Ahead of the new year 2023, Dr. Riki Shai
was chosen as an inspiring woman in the
field of education. There is no doubt that
after her academic studies and her many
years of work in the field of education from
early childhood to the training of educators
and at the same time she is currently
finishing her law studies at Sapir College
and towards a specialization in the field of
law she was chosen as a successful woman
and is presented in the book "Abrasive
Stone" about inspiring women in the field
of education by guarantee — women who
connect tradition-women connect
tradition, a beit midrash that develops a
Jewish vision based on feminism and
Sephardic-Oriental tradition.

The main goal is to make the voices of
women who broke through barriers and
played stones (breaking through the glass
ceiling) and to teach about them in schools,
midrashas, pre-military and to instill in the
public sphere the stories of inspiration for
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https://youtu.be/WXCjQO_Ydck

future generations.

On this evening, Dr. Riki Shai told her
personal story — the sky is not the limit. On
coping with society, tradition and family on
the way to the goals she set for herself,
guestions were asked by the moderator
and the audience and answered everyone
with great patience.

The evening was accompanied by authentic
melodies, dialogue circles and special
connections between women from
different communities and other
connections.

Dr. Riki Shai: "I have had the pleasure and
honor of attending the launch night,
sharing my stories to the audience and
sharing my insights throughout my life. | try
to pass the knowledge on to future
generations in order to create a better
world in all respects. | am glad that arab
companies have created questions and
worksheets combined with the personal
stories of inspiring women and | am
confident that this will give tools and
insights to women in particular and to
society in general."

Journalist Ortal Arbeli (Picture in 3. column)
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IJHC- Indian Jewish Heritage Center

ijhercenter@gmail.com / Indian Jewish Heritage Center (indianjewishcenter.co.il)

ny1n 127m
1713 niTa?

KOSAN |EWTSH HERITAGE CENTES

Indian Jewish Heritage Center- IJHC, as their name suggests, they don’t have activities dedicated only for the Bene-Israel community.

They try to take all the Indian communities in Israel together as does the Indian Embassy of India in Israel. A more Israeli approach.

On November 3rd, 2022 the Bauhaus Center held an
exhibition to celebrate the 30 years of friendship between
India and Israel. The program started with lectures at the
Indian Cultural Center by Professor Juval Portugali,
Architect Sharon Rotbard, Professor Shaul Sapir, Professor
Solomon Joshua Benjamin, and Professor Micha Levin.
This exhibition was a way of acknowledging the similarity
between two cities, Mumbai and Tel Aviv, that shared
architecture of Art Deco and Bauhaus style. The exhibition
was collaboration between the Consulate General of Israel
in Mumbai, Art Deco Mumbai, The Bauhaus Center in Tel
Aviv and the Sir JJ College of Architecture in Tel Aviv.

The exhibition included works by Joshua Moses Benjamin
2"l who was a Bene Israel and was the chief architect in the
government of India. Professor Solomon Benjamin spoke
about the influence of Bauhaus and Art Deco on the design
of the buildings by Joshua Moses Benjamin.

The program was graced by the ambassador of India to
Israel, Mr. Sanjeev Singla, and many locals and students.
The exhibition on the Bauhaus style of architecture of India
and Israel will be on display for the next few months at the
Bauhaus center near the Dizengoff Center in Tel-Aviv.

'I!"in'lf‘

TEPOAL I - DI M A |
LR s A

- .n..u-nu ‘e

- NATINAL . ’
OCTOBERTS, 2022 %
This convention had booths from all the

‘ﬂéCONVFJlTIONBF :
mutiﬁﬁmu 2T TRV
Indian communities in Israel

L 8™ Nov: Initiative of the Center for the Indian Jewish

Heritage in Israel and in collaboration with the
municipality of Keshwar, the education division and
the community network, an exhibition was opened in
memory of Joel Lehengahal RIP.

The exhibition - "Bnei Menashe" by photographer

| Dorit Lombrozo will be exhibited at the community
& center until the end on 30.12.2023
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I0BI/IBI

The group announced loss of their two Vice Presidents;
Judah David Samuel (Pugavkar), the Vice President of The International Organization of Bene Israelis (IOBI) from India
Steve Samson Charikar, the Vice President of The International organization of Bene Israelis (IOBI) from Canada

May their soul rest in peace.
With such amazing members this group did nothing for the Bene-Israel community. This only shows a weak leadership.
BT A | | Once again the same story of this group. They do A
| | nothing but try to take the credit from other groups
by saying their members were present (when they
are actually not present on behalf of this group-but
as they are members), the group claims ownership
on them. See below their own post on their
Facebook.
0Bl is proud to play a major part with the members
contributing to the grand success of the National
Convention of Indian Jews in Israel , initiated and
organized by Embassy of India, Tel Aviv.

NN X '&”/

181 DY IVR SRS

/

Again trying to make an Indian Embassy function as their function. This function is held every year | ATV Channel

. interviewed their
by Indian Embassy. See post below: "Dongri Cha

“The Committee members of the International Organization of Bene Israelis come together to compose the Mavali” about
national anthem of India. We salute and Respect India.”  (Compose??)They claim to be a registered NGO to | him being one of
work for Bene-Israel community. What exactly are they doing besides taking credit from others? When will | the many

B . . ] reserved army
this NGO start working for our people for whom they have registered it? service person

No one understood why John Peri signed a letter issued about 22 Jewish landmark when he was not involved and not who were put in
even consulted. Later the original was issued with embassy officials. As per the tradition, of 10Bl,even their leader steals | the flight to
credit of the work of the others and send letters out in his own name. Eli Kadoori School is not included in this list. bring back Jews

from Iran.
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Beth El Synagogue, Panvel

Moses Korlekar

| & . .. Sl S
FLEASE MEEP YQUR SHOESHERE &

= % & .
\ - )

On 4™, November 2022, Consul General of Israel,
visited BETH EL SYNAGOGUE Panvel. They all were
honored, and Mish Berakha was blessed on to them.

'." m P ‘ 1:[!1:17.".} ‘ - — N .
o 1 ﬂg’ YA | R =w | Worli Cemetery

——l ' teu AE: | R "5 Sion Charikar is
I B ' continuing building the
cement road. Daily a
truck load of material is
delivered to work with.

Please remember Sion
and his family in your
prayers.
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Canada Bene-Israel - Arelia Daniels

Arelia Daniels

By Arelia Daniels
What fried foods did you eat on Chanukah?

We made Batata Vada, an Indian vegetarian fried fast food.

Recipe:

- Boil, peel and mash potatoes

- Add salt, black pepper, turmeric, garlic, ginger, chili powder,
chopped coriander to the mashed potatoes

- Mix thoroughly and make into small spheres

- In a separate bowl, mix chickpea flower, salt and water and mix
together into a pasty batter

- Dip each sphere into the batter

- Fry until golden brown

- Enjoy with a chutney
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The Indian Jewish Federation (1JF)

David Talegaonkar
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We are pleased to inform you that it was the efforts of the Indian Jewish Federation that the Minority Status
was bestowed upon the Jewish Community. Jews are included in educational scholarships for students. TOI, Oct

7,2022.

At present Mr. Jonathan Solomon is the Chairman and Mr. Ezriel Penkar is the President and myself Mr. David
Talegaonkar is the Hon. Secretary of IJF.I would like to also specify that if anyone requires the notification, the

said can be collected from the Sir Elly KadOorie School.

The first job that | undertook after my
return from USA was the cemetery.

We are in the cemetery, getting the
grass removed from the cemetery
ground and getting it cleaned.

Sion Charikar has also come with a
proposal to get the ground in the
cemetery concretized, to avoid grass
growing in the cemetery.

Work has already started on this.
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The Indian Jewish Federation (1JF)

David Talegaonkar

You are correct.

Sir Elly Kadoorie School is completing it's 150 years next year. It is an important Jewish institution and
cannot be excluded from the Jewish Route.

Myself and Mr Viju Penkar has taken up the matter with the Consulate office in Mumbai. We have

addressed a detailed letter duly signed by both of us. | will forward the copy of said letter. Will you
publish it in Shaniwar Teli?

By not including the school, a great injustice is caused to the Bene Israel community.

BJP’s Jewish Minority Leader in Maharashtra

Sassoon Phanspurkar
022-22818764 /9869711786

Sassoon was to update us on a project he is working on. We are waiting for this information.
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Sir Elly Kadoorie Trust

David Talegaonkar

i 4
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On 15 th January 2022, Mr. Joel Telulkar, then President of Magen Hassidim Synagogue, posted one
unsigned circular, which was two pages in English, handwritten, on a couple of Jewish what's app group
including 10BI group.

The said circular contained allegations which were defamatory, against some of the social workers in
our Bene Israel community and especially against some ladies in our community, which were personal
in nature. Though the said circular was unnamed and unsigned it was posted on the groups by Joel
Telulkar.

Since, there was no apology from Joel Telulkar, advocates notices were issued to Shri Joel Telulkar and
police complaint came to be filed against Telulkar by all those named in the circular against whom
allegations were made.

Mr Joel Telulkar realised that he was in deep legal problem and hence asked Mr.lsaac Talegawkar to
intervene and resolve the matter amicably. Mr. Isaac approached Mr. Viju Penkar to amicably resolve
the dispute. Since | was in U.S. Mr. Viju Penkar said that he will call for a joint meeting on my return to
Mumbai.

A meeting was arranged on 15th December at 7.30 pm in the office of the Trustees of Sir Elly Kadoorie
School when Mr Telulkar with folded hands asked for pardon and tendered a letter of apology in his
handwriting in the presence of Isaac Talegawkar and Yael Kolatkar, to Mr. Penkar and myself, stating
that he has posted the circular by mistake, inadvertently and hence asked for pardon. When called
upon to read the circular, Mr. Telulkar said that he cannot read English. And he was chosen to be the
President of Magen Hassidim Synagogue and also it's Trustee. He was defeated in the last election at
Magen Hassidim.
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Gate of Mercy Synagogue

David Talegaonkar

Urgent repairs in Gate of Mercy Synagogue . History
| had assigned the work to the contractor prior to my going to U S.
Mr. Sammy Waskar is helping me in both these projects to oversee | | € Gate of Mercy Synagogue, also known as Shaar _
the work along with Rahamin (Babuiji) Charikar. The Synagogue work Hara}hamlm or Juni Masj'_d’ Is the Old?St_ Synagogue in Mumbal,
is carried out from the funds from our Synagogue. Infact for the and is featured on the heritage and religious tours list of the

cemetery also Rs 10,000/- was donated for initially starting the work city. Built in 1796 near E§planade in South Mumbal, the .
. . synagogue was later rebuilt and moved to the present location at
by the following persons viz;

N Mandvi in 1860. The nearby railway station of Masjid Bunder
1. Mr.Viju Penkar; gets its name from Juni Masjid, which is the synagogue's local
2. Mr. Sammy Waskar; name. Services are held every morning and the synagogue
3. Mr. David Birwadkar; counts up to 100 people as its members. A mikvah (bath)

4. Mr. Rahamin Charikar; present closely is used by devotees for religious purification
5. Mr.David Talegaonkar. purposes.
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JF

Letter for including Eli Kadoori school in the ‘Jewish Route”

12 December 2002
Ta
His Excellency

The Corsul General of lsrael n Mumbai.

Dear Mr. Shoshani,
Zhalom |

Congratulations and sincere gratisde for your thoughtful nitiatere of the India lewish Heritage Program
#n partnership with the Tourism Department of the Maharashira Gowennmeent. This Programmes resnstates
and reanforces the importance and contributions of the Indian kewry 1o this great Nation — india.

‘Whille marvy Jewish Landmaris and Sites have besen considered for the First Phase of the Jewish Route, we
wwauld like to express our disappointment wath the fact that Sir Elly Kadoorie High School — a wital keaish
Leasming Inststutsan of the Indian lews did nat find snclusion, or even consideration in your oritical agenda
af developing the Towrest Route for Indian Jewish History.

Lince tsme immemarial, the lewish people have been bnown as the People of the Book; and the value of
education is strongly embedded in Jewssh cul ture.

The Sir Elly Kadoorie High 5chool was built by Fr. Haeem Samued Kehimkar in 1875 for the betterment of
the Berne lsrael and lewish children, especially girls who were then deprived of education. Marathi was
used as medium as the Bene-lsraeli community had adopted the language. The stone age building is one
af the largest schools having vast open premises for children activites.

The 5ir Elly Kadoone High School has produced Indian Jews and Non-lews of very high caliber 1o attasned
great repute. To name a few:

&  pir. Samson Talkar, Police Commiissicner

=  pir. Solomon, &sst. Commissioner of Police

=  Wir. Ezriel Penicar, Mr. india Body Building

= Nir. Bala Nandgaoiar, ex-Home Menister of Maharashtra
= M. Shende, Agriculiure Minister

= pir. Chiplcar, Collector, etc.

Far the past 150 years, though the Indian Jews have mot even been recognizsd as a minority commiurity,
it is an achievement that the School functions with veny good reasons. Since the last 10 years, the School
has been produdng students who have been earning 58% as the highest marks. The Maharashira
Gowemment and the Mumbai BMC has eard the school a5 the Best Regional School in South Mumbai.
Though today, we do not lewish children studying in the school due to the competition from
contemporanies and betber opportunities at an English medium school, the School has aligned to India’s
Right to Education Act and cpened s doars ta chidren from the underpivileged amd marginaloed
backgrounds. The school management even provides mid-day mealk to children.

Hownewer, at every poink, the needs and the reguirements. of the indian Jevws has remained and continues
T remain its top priority as follows:

1. A partof the Sir Elly Kadoorie High School was given to the ORT India to conduct their Vocational
Training School at a token Rent of only Rs. 1/~ per/maonth. This enabled ORT India to train sewish

Youth in Yocational Certification Courses, whichenabled them to gaen employment in India, Israel
ard other mountres of the workd.

X Presently, the Office of the Indian Jewish Federation [ UF) is headguartered at the S Elly Kadoorie
High Schood

2. The largest of the lewish Community events. [Engagements, Marmages, Feliotations and Social
events) are conducted on the school ground and in the Schocl Hall, ether at a heavily subsidized
cost or sometimes, if need be, it is also ghven completely free of charge.

4. The S Elly Kadoone School has hosted and mnaugurated the indiam Chapter af the ivision
Coanference in Mumbai, india from &th — 10th February 2020, n collsboration with The ‘Warld
Fionist Onganization and the lsrssli Consulate General in Mumbai which marked the eschange of
ideas and Cultures betaseen israed & India. Dignitaries like the Head of the Department of Diagpora
Affairs of the Warld Zicrist Organization, Ms. Gusti Yehoshua Bawerman, Entreprensur and
former Isracl Minister of varous departments of the raeli Govwemment for 14 years, Mr. Eliezer
[ Mioodi) Sandberg and the then Consul General of Israed in AMumbai kr. Yaakoy Finklestein graced
the conference.

% On Day 3 af the Conference, the lewish festival of Te 85 was oelebrated with a Tree
Flantation Ceremary organized within the Sir Ely Kadoorie High 5chool Compound. The
Commissioner af Police, Mr. Kadam planted over a doren trees along with the International
Digrotarses and the Consul Gerneral to ommemorate Tu BSheat. This event was highly
appreciated by the media in India and imbernationally and gained mention in Israels leading
rewspaper - The lerusalem Post.

& Dwring the Covid 19 lockd own period, while all ather lewish Institutions [Synagagues, Community
Centers, et remaaned closed, the Sir Elly Kadoons S.l:hnal opened s premises with special police

permissicns and security to bast the Gl | Kak . h on Friday, 11 September 3020 with
the Binister of aspora 8ffairs n sraed Ms. Omer Fankelewich.
T. The first ever International Bene ksrael F | of the Ir ional Organisation of Bene sraelis

{1C81) formed to promote interaction and cooperation amongst the Bene Israch Jews from India,
Isrzel, USA, UK, Australia, Canada, Hong Kong. Thailand and other countries of the world, to
stremgthen relatians, foster solidarity and presenyve the oultural heritage of the Bene Israelis, was
conducted an the Sir Elly Kadoone Schood ground from 14-16 January 2018

The towering contributsans of the Sir Elly Kadoorie 3chool to the journey of the Indian lewry cannot be
gnoaed. It is cur humble reguest that thes landmark be induded as a oritical towrist milestone in the bewish
Route of the india Jewish Heritage Program.

‘We would be wery pleased to meet with you to discuss our reguest further.

Yaouwrs Sncershy,

Ezriel Penkar David Talegaokar

Pressdent Secretary
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ITINN 78W' ¥ NMIRY a''apa Al Tiax /

National Community Representative Union of Israeli Indians /

(Below translation is Google Translatiion so it is not 100%)

TETIAT AT TP qqar Tfafaet deer

FLTTHLTA AT TIATA R AT=AT HY01 THIATHTST
2t gifere sfor syefiatfaa Feh= aut=ar o=
2022.9.4 TIS(T, FEEATHT S5 VAT SAAT SATTO0
SUTEAATHT Taa=T ATaTa< gravdT=T o =Jaqar
ARATIT SAATALATAT THIT ALIIGHL T T
EIECEC

FohreT IR st st e sfafaeft a8
TETTAT FTHehd AT

THTSITSAT LT SATTOT ATHT SRTAT sgTel, ATaTST
HHTSITETST T e THUAT=AT 35 a7 (o =T
AT, STt M amEmT, TEaradd SHEaRT 91ay
FIUTY, T SHIATLHET ITATHHAT THA 20/10/2022.
22/99/9 A7 feaelt SHgar=T arar fFada wrvaa
U 1. R ATH 0 & TS ARATad THTSTH
YA FLOTAT T L= A FXoAmamer Sraais
AV AV Sllgd.

TAT SATTOT HARTT TTha =T qaefier Fa<=a1 aree«dr
TRTIAT HeAT STTeel

STT RTOfY T AT AT TRTETST SHEATE FHSTAT - a7 AT
IHEATLT AT, I TTHHRT TAT G FEITT 12T
FIA, qT AGG Hel g,

Trfaea gaTStTET Tt Fv st st o=
FIATTATAT ATSHIT T I 377, ATTEAG! Flal AT
AT ATET FTAT gad. HIGTSA : 04 3-999-4 <ol
TT( ATHHL g AU FRAET AT FIT SIS AT
SRAT TX=elie FUA FTH ITgdrd ST  ergerdie
SHIATY AR q¢ SHIAT AT THIAHTST a8 As 72
TEUA FTH FHd. TTHTIOTRTOT, FeITaHL T AT
EAATTIATAT THETATS T et

To the entire community of Indian immigrants in
Ashdod. Happy holiday and a blessed Happy New Year
On 2022.9.4, a meeting of members was held and it
was decided by those present to run on an
independent list of The community of immigrants from
India to the city council in Ashdod.

Those present at the meeting are representatives from
a number of synagogues as well as activists in the city.
The decision was made out of a desire to appoint a
representative for the community so that he could take
care of the needs of the community and its
advancement.

In order to select a representative, there will be
primaries among the candidates who will submit their
candidacy by Thursday .20/10/2022.

On 22/11/1, the list of candidates will be distributed.
On March 22, 209, primaries will be held to elect the
representative who will lead the community in the City
Council. Location and voting process details will be
published at a later date Anyone who considers himself
a candidate for the position — will submit his candidacy
in writing to Mr. Yaniv Ashtamkar by listed above.
Yaniv should also be presented with a few words about
why he deserves to be a representative of the
community and a little about his work.

Mobile: 053-717-5808

Yaniv Ashtamkar serves as secretary general of the
National Community Union for Jews of India and is not
a candidate in the city but

Serves as an objective factor for the concentration of
candidates. Sincerely, Representatives of the
community of Indian immigrants in Ashdod

MYI NNY AN TITYUXY ITIN 'RYE N7'np D%
nnupnn 2022.9.4 xna no1Ianl Naiv
NN'w7 YN? o'nonn My 07NN 0N NO9'OX
YN DXV 1T RXEE N7Np W NNy
50NN D'A'Y] D' N9'ONA D'NDIN. TITWUN]
n7apnn no7NNN. Y'wa 0w pI N0 ‘M
AIRT? DY T D7ART AN Nno v mn
12 Y™ '] 1INAY T NAITR7E N7TTpn DXy
TV DNITAYIN DX 1Y2A'Y D' TAYIAN |2 TN'MD

.20/10/2022. 'wmn DI'?

D'TAYMn Nn'wn yoin 22/11/1 xm
NX 1INA7 D2 M9 ovpn' 22/3/9 7N
D'0I9. VYN NYYIND A7'NPN DR 721'Y AN
TVINQ 1NONI9' Nyaxnn )'7nN1 Dip'7 yvana
— TPONY TNy NXY nAXNN 7D NP NINN
TV IPNUWN 22 N7 2Nd2 INITAYIN DX W
Qom 17 wan? w7 nwan IRN?
N7'NPn a1 NN IR KN YImM 0'7'M 1%0na

.17V19 7y vynl

111 053-717-5808

ININD TIN'RA 7"2TND wnwn Amuwx 1!
N7X 'Y TAYIN 1'R1ITIN CRXIY M7'npn
. D"TAYINN TI2M7 "2'0R™AIN DI WNwn
,21 TIAd2

TITYUR ITIN 'RXI' N7 )
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143", Shaar Hashamaim Synagogue, Anniversary

1879-2022/23 25" Dec. 2022 Thana
Samuel Daniel
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A mission to India. HTZdTA THE 1TINT NIN'7Y
Sent by : Rabbi Daniel Talker 054/7888571 or the creditor many Mr. Gideon Telkar 054/9579455.

We send to India professionals such as; | STFeT HTEATd SATTHTIE TM2adT T8 HT; [ -2 yizn '7v2 1TINY DRIV R
Mohel, poultry and cattle slaughterer, g, TFpTTA arfor TR AT HTO, A1V, 2721 NS VNIV . 70m
chuppah and kiddushin editor, and rabbi | T srfor frgefie Homas, arfor wet -](DN;W_\I 3K0) 21 -w|-,p7| —omn
(organizer of coordination). To do this, (TS STAST). 2 FOATHTSY, : | 1 L

we need an immediate budget for the ATERTET TRrorr=aT T9TeT e e T' |SIN2A 2A'¥N n7 wnNT AP nwY

success of the mission and all the tasks. FTFETET SR T AT 3“% 21 nIN7wn NN7xN DwWY
Contact: To Rabbi Daniel Talker e N . 1|7I7l3 UNIT 7 :NN97 .NM'wnn

054/7888571 or the creditor many Mr.
Gidéon Telkar 054/9579455 Y 04 4/7888571 T HTaHTE o1 AT. 0 0N DTN 1K 054/7888571

FEI JFT AT 04¥/9579455. 054/9579455 70 v

\)\\ -

i
Dear Community members, in order to sustain the Jewish
vay of life in our community in India, we are striving to train
our new Jewish community members in the following.
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Shochet: Kosher way of slaughtering Chickens and Goats Contact
Mohel: to Circumcise Jewish children.

Sharon Galsurkar

Kashrut — Basics of Kosher Food

Nissuin: Conducting Jewish Marriage +91 9167280265

Chazzanut: Learning to be a Chazzan
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We decided to visit Israel in Hovember 2027 after 7 years. My cousins locked in wedding dates 2 weeks apart
which was great. That gave us a reason o visit lsrasl with my mum and sister. This trip also gave us an
opportumnity to meet our family and friends who ve in different parts of lsael.

We travelled arouwnd Israsl in a rented car and it was great o use the different upgraded freeways and roads.
Took me a few days to blend into the raffic as an krasli. For a person visiting lsrael | was amazed by the
progress made over the last few y=ars.

Some of the highlights of our trip was visiting Jemusalem, Tel &viv - Yafo, Haifa and Elijah’s Cave. We also
enjoyed my cousins weddings, ﬂlenlmcandkwel]raurmﬁpherecreated by lsraslis on these day=s. lsraslis lowve
to live life. It was also great to catch up with Leo and Shulamith in Ashdod which is now a lovely thriving city
The Israsli food options were amazing in the different cites and Shopping Malls_ It's been a great 3 weeks in
thie month of Hovember.

We were also very fortunate in visiting lsrasl when a Modemist Architecture Symposiom was held at the
Bauhaus Centre Tel &y - Indian Cultwral Centre. This exhibition was a way to acknowledge the architecture of
self-similarity of &rt Deco in Mombai and the Bauhaws Style in Tel &viv wiich goes back to the 1930's. This event
was important to us as my grandfather was an Architect and the Principal of the Sir 1) School of &rchitecture in
Mumbai. Very nostalgic times.

Here in Australia over the last few months we have had a couple Indian lewish Synagogues Art Exhibitions in
Sydney and Melbourne_. Both have been a great success as the local communities were astonished by our Indian
Jewrizh Heritags.

Hope you all had a good Hannukah celebraton aoross the globe and hope to visit lsrael soon.




Tribe of the Indian Immigrant- Ashdod

Shevet Ole Hodu-Ashdod/TITUX-ITIA 71V LAY
President : Simcha Solomon

This group is a very active Bene-Israel community group During Jan 2023 the group is planning a
in Ashdod. They are constantly busy arranging activities big event during Tu’bisvat holding a

for the community; Yoga, Marathi and English language community malida.

teaching, Shows from India, local trips. On 21*. Dec. a
Hanukka party was arranged in matnas “Teth” that was As we said before, this is a very active
well attended. group and they have many activities on

) their agenda.
Last month they had arranged Lavani Dance program for

the first time in Israel.
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United Bene-Israel Group /'"¥IX "AIX! M7'Df TIN'R | |sei b
Moseh Sogaokar 'ﬂan Sl el

Since Oren Benjamin and Shirley Penkar
have suddenly disappeared from helping
the Bene-Israel Jews who wanted to
immigrate to Israel, many of the families
have approached this group for help to
immigrate.

This group is spending hours talking to the
immigration authorities about every single
case.

THTUARET TIATAL h& S (eS0T o-

SHTUA SYAT HEd FHLOITITEA S ST HA
T AT U ST AT AT AT D
ST Fe T SAATALHLTATHATST HEATET
AT TS &1 FAAT 3.7 T T
TR SIHU rfasrT=aiel areeare
AT 3.

YN97 M1 1719 "7'YI ' NIRY INRN
niv? W XY ma 0rTIn'? Nrun
IT NXIAP?7 NINBYNNN NI 19 78wy

.70 NITY NYpaa
NYY DY NIN'wa NIvw aan Ir nxingp
__.MpnimMpn 2 7y nann

Activity in recent months

- Continued posting of jobs for employment

- Food distribution in Ashdod

- Meeting with 3 mediators in order to work as one
body with the national organization. Unfortunately
for me | gave up almost everything but there is no
willingness on the other side to come towards a
party of apparent distrust of me.

Advertising studies in India for students from Israel
Distribution of scholarships to students in Israel.
Distribution of booklets by the late Rabbi Avraham
Ashtamker for the purpose of preserving his
heritage and the heritage of the community.

ATerhe=aT AigeaTd haTehaTg

- TSRITETST AT E 1 el g8 sael

- FLITIHEY AHATET

- ST oeAaaT Uh GeT FgUA FIH
FLOITHTSN 3 FEAEATHT HE . FadTd AT
HT Ta@a® TaFTe! dIgd fael 93q g% a7
FTS[AT ATHATAT SASHUT FTATH TEAAT
TATHRS ATTHT GATL TRl

TETe R F=mea g AT sead
AHTH

THTS AR A=A iaT frsag=ii= arey .
STTAT ATTHT SATTOT FHTSITAT ATLHT STTIT=AT
EEMICRECH R LR FL R L E i 2]

g QETH= qTeT,

DINNKRN D'YTIN] NI7'YO
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TITYUNA It NpIN-

qQIad TIAy? nin 7y oMwan 3 Dy waon-
TN’ 'NI'NQN MYXY7 U¥IRD (I2ORD DY TRR
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.MINDYT 1 MK 101N N2'on NXRY77
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KW D'0ITIVOY NI NPITN
IPNUYR DNNAX 2N 7 D1ND0 NpI7n
neami  IMYam  m'w  Ix? "INt
hrihirh

Shaniwar Teli e-newsletter Volume # 13 Jan, 1, 2023

78




United Bene-Israel Group /'¥IX "AIX!' '"M'7'Ap TIN'X

Distribution of scholarships/niA7'n npi7n/ forsg clrlr\h?l q1a9

At Hanukkah Party in Petah Tikva

https://www.facebook.com/100045863439716/videos/818629705864889/

Children born to Indian parents

Getting apologize for making derogatory statements Jetaker: Pingle | noticed you did not come for
can study free ip India

=N against Bene-Israel community prayers on Friday. You went to sleep?

e AT-SHTAT GHIATAEG ATHATEIE aheT heqraed | Pingle: No, | prayed from home.

EIELEIEE] ﬂﬁ AT o e == oot Jetaker: Why from home? Synagogue is the
A FRreAoT oS, ereherTa place to pray.

DI DMIAY TN DY N2 N7 T2 'Naa DIk 7y xannY

Pingle: Yes, | know. But this Friday | wanted
ITINA D2'N2 TIN77 D*71>" God’s personal attention.
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https://www.facebook.com/100045863439716/videos/818629705864889/
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New Interest Restaurant

https://youtu.be/4cUrhWEIU2¢
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https://www.facebook.com/yaniv.ashtmaker?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUrR0E4dUPz2MqEQglXOjo2_HxQaQsDyryT2nf-eqUNOCUwyYDJNonJok8m-fP5PjI_t6bfKy5hPDSHUdeS17apNtnxN0gdMgsY9x37jDTbV8pbFToMwpTM34hMWba1jYR47GL0KMgnlOiwTt0MopCNSv500_Jxv9zFkqxbmAp06BILaEFxVROU5-MxU8mext0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://youtu.be/4cUrhWElU2c

Candidates from Ashdod Who They Are?

1. Nurin Dandekar is retired secretary of Ashdod court after
46 years of experience and now active committee member in
Ashdod Magen David Synagogue

2. Mr Aminadav Vadavkar
Hazan in Beth keneseth of Kehilat Israel Ashdod Khet

3. Mr Moshe Chordekar
Managing committee of Magen Hasidim Synegeoge and also
v Business man of company dealing with Metal works.
i | : i {g 4. Mr Menakhem Kharilkar a volunteer worker for Beth
' '\‘ . keneseth yod where he is also the head of the synagouge

: \0 3 and retired from the company of E L A L. Menakhem is also
managing member of Shevet Oleh Hodu Ashdod that
organizes may activities for the Bene Israel community.

In the next meeting all of them should tell the community
what their aims are to do for the community so that we know
whom to vote for.
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Raigad Jewish Association (RJA)

Herzl Bhonkar

/ Kobbi Shosh... € @KobbiSh... - 4h
: This is @MichelleJOseph, our public

diplomacy attaché. Her ancestors are
originally from India (B'nei Israel). She is
the coordinator of the Jewish Route

project. She designed the plaque and site
of this historical project. Thank you
Michelle!

During last three months Raigad The list of 22 landmarks were

was visited by the Israeli consulate | released recently by Mr. Kobbi

to see the Bene-Israel Jewish Land | Shoshani the Council General of
marks to be included in the Jewish | Israel at Israeli Embassy along with
Route. Maraharashtra Tourism.

RJA would like all the community to know that the
Monument at Navgao Cemetry has lost it wordings
and getting worse every day. This needs the
community attention immediately.

Before

Ampapur synagogue doors and windows are
now in place. The work continues.
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Raigad Jewish

Association

{ Opportunity for community to contribute
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Ambepur Synagogue

g |

Contributions for building
Hekaland Tebah

201 7PN M2l nmnm

T ST w=E =T

TATTITETET T4

ml 1
We need between 3105 las Rupes to builiHekalang | = 29 1%
Tabah. We will collactit from the community in indaand |0 20 0w
lsrael in small amouwnts. Our idea iis to add this site tothe |0 30 0"
‘lewish Route™ 040 N
TET AN ST NS EgETa s I AT |0 50 o'y
HITE W S e SR O 80 n'w
TENE TR A %= I = 3N 32 |0 70 n'w
FT T = THA AEHN 80 n'w
K .Tebah 1 Hekal noaY kacs =0 5% 3 oonyonix |J 20 Ny
PRI THIOGE THAT I v T ek qposa | D 100 e

TR T MK TpOmY R e

J200Fs (O 1100 Rs
0300 Rs |0 1200 Rs
040D Rs |0 1300 Rs
O 500 Rs (O 1400 Rs
O &0 Rs (O 150D Rs
O 700 Rs (O 1500 Rs
O EDDRs |D1700 Rs
=00 Rs |0 1BDDRs
O 100D ks (O 1200 Rs

2000 Rs

+

For your contributions
in India call
SE22411110 (Herzl)

b -
AETETE ST F 190 F5T
SE22411110 [SFH)
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M

[ 8822411110

Fer yawur
oo trilbeu tiom iin ol
ca
054-2230124 |E6)
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054-2230124

List of all the contributors with their
amounts will be published in Zhyle
Marathi Magazine

TAT=AT THHAE A9 ATTAAE AT ATAT
STTEw HTal RTTHFIT T8 S 1 ATed

ORTW OR300 OV 0'7Inn 73 nnesy
Shyle Marathi |'TAR2 DOTIDT
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Magen Hassidim — Mumbai

Ronen Bhonkar

Live termite and water seepage was found
in wooden door and window frames. Wall
plaster was very weak so we replaced some
window and door frames were affected

and also the entire waterproof plastering of
the affected area. The management also
arranged for pest control also for
treatment for termites

Live termite found in wall
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ORT India Activities Report of Q4 2022

Johnny Jhirad- Dean, ORT India

ORT India Activities Report of Q4 2022.

Apart from three one day workshops on life skills like empathy and knowing self for three
different age groups spanning ages 9+ to 30+ at Worli, Ort conducted a life skills workshop at
Thane for age group 9 to 14. 16 students and 14 parents took benefit of the workshop.

Three month weekend live online Excel and Python courses have been completed. The
successful students will be given appropriate certificates for the same.

In the month of January 2023, Ort is planning to hold an in person workshop on ‘Usage of Mobile
smartphone for Elders’. All elders who are interested to attend this workshop can contact Mr.
Johnny E. Jhirad on WhatsApp number 9819137437 or Mr. Elias R. Evelikar on WhatsApp
number 9819911106.

Before parents decide
what career their
children students should
follow, it is important to
perform an aptitude test
so that there are no
regrets laterin life.

We strongly suggest to
contact the Dean of ORT
and follow the guidance.

R - of
_—
4

Shaniwar-Teli Team

T
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Pune

Dr. Reuben Daniel

Hanukah Celebrations in Pune - Dr.euben Daniel
After more than two years the festival of Hannukah was celebrated with great gusto and merriment by the Jewish community of Pune

in the two Synagogues on sixth and seventh day of Hannukah on the 24 th and 25 th December 2022 at the Ohel David Synagogue and
at the Succath Shelomo Synagogue respectively. All over the world the fear of Corona has reared its ugly head again in the United
States, Europe, China and many other countries. But thanks to the leadership of this country who arranged large scale vaccination of
indigenously developed vaccine and more than 2.19 billion doses (219.33 Crore) were administered overall, including first, second and
precautionary (booster) dose of nearly 74 % of 1.417 billion population of India. With the fear of corona being negligible in India the
Jewish community of Pune assembled in large numbers at both the venues. Most of the members brought their Hannukies from home
to be lit at the Synagogues. At the Succath Shelomo Synagogue there was bidding for lighting Hanukahs whereas at the Ohel David it
was voluntarily given to the Senior citizens and ladies. The celebrations were followed by dinner and snacks.
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AJDC - Nissim Pingle

KHAI FEST 2022

Khai Fest is an annual fundraiser organized
by the Jewish Youth Pioneers which is held
during Channukah, this year it was held on
22nd December 2022. It is the place where
people from all age groups from our Jewish
community come together and showcases
their talent on stage- may it be singing,
dancing or putting up a comedy act and
also celebrate the holiday of Channukah
together. The Jewish Youth Pioneers start
working 3 months prior to put up a 3 hour
fun filled entertaining show, the main focus
of the show is raise funds for the Jewish
Old Age- Bayiti to support the elderly of our
community. This year the Jewish
community came together in a strong way
to support our cause, for which the JYP is
thankful.

Khai fest 2022 took place at the auditorium
of the Swatantraveer Savarkar Hall- Shivaji
park, about 200 people attended the Khai

fest with a lot of enthusiasm. For everyone

who couldn’t attend Khai fest we were
streaming live as well, where our friends
and family from all over the world joined
and showered a lot of love and support for
the Khai fest. After 2 years of being under
lockdown due to Covid, this was the first
time Khai fest was held physically. It was
indeed a pleasure to see our small
community coming together and
celebrating this holiday through Khai Fest.
People from all age groups put up a
wonderful show- singing songs, dancing
and showcasing all types of talent. We also
lit the Hannukah with everyone present at
the show and rejoiced the holiday of
miracles.

This year our Chief Guest was Mr. David
Birdwadkar and our Guest of Honour was
Mr. Levi Rubens, with their help and
support and also from all our generous
donors, we were able to raise a decent
amount to support our cause.

We would like to thank all our donors, well-
wishers and volunteers who came ahead to
support us and made Khai Fest 2022 a huge
success. Big thanks to the JYP committee
who are a group of individual who putin a
lot of efforts, time and hard work into the
making of Khai fest.
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We are looking for help in Hebrew and Marathi articles. More writers are also welcome.

Thank you to all who sent us the matter to make this issue possible

Follow us on Face book and become our friends: https://www.facebook.com/wbwo.daniels.1

To Our Readers

1. Please send us your letters and articles to email: shaniwartali@gmail.com

2.

W o0 NO U AW

Write to us about any Bl business you run and would like to advertise free

Please send us matrimonial to add to the classified poems and stories (Marathi English Hebrew)
All your suggestions are welcome

Not every letter or articles or other items received by us can be printed.

We are Bl Family e-newsletters. No criticism please. We only appreciate work of all BI.

No disputes. If there are differences of opinion, that will always remain and respected.

Please excuse us if you find any mistakes. We tried our best.

There is no guarantee all the information given here are fully investigated.

Disclaimer

No one of us who are offering this voluntary service in creating this Bene-Israel Family Newsletter is responsible for any wrong or
misleading information. All has been done only with good intention. No money is involved. This is only for private circulation. Only

purpose of creating this newsletter is to increase communications between Bene-Israel’s in the world. If any abusive language is used
against our team, we reserve our rights to disown such person using a valid proof. Shaniwar Teli is a collective team. No individual is
responsible.

Coming Dead Line to submit matter for next issue:
March 15, 2023
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