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Ariella Daniel stands proudly next to her grand grand grand father’s memorial representing herself and her parents
Miriam (original Kehimkar) and Joshua Daniel from Canada who donated for building this memorial.
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Message from Editor Message from Publisher

Thinking of this message what else could | We all are aware of story of crab in a basket
write besides 7th if October2023 and that can easily climb out and free itself. But if
following hostage deals that has still ended. | the same crab when placed in the same
basket with other crabs, it can not climb out

Many of our Bene Israel soldiers were on of the basket. This is because other crabs pull

duty and were killed in action. One of our

it down.
Bene Israel soldiers that was on the front-line
on that devastating day was Or Moses of | thought this was a local popular
Ashdod. Another one was Or Daniels from Maharashtrian behavior but was surprised to
Kafa Saba who was the cousin of our Leo see that there is proper scientific research
(Elijah) Daniels whose idea it was to create performed on crab behavior.
Shaniwar Teli newsletter. Leo Daniels

3T9UT JAST0T T IMSErT Afgar 3eid
Recently Wher.1 all the J.ew§ around the world 319 vaT AqddIe FIISAT deoT T
were celebrating and lighting the Hannukah s S
candles, tragedy struck again in Sydney, e ug Uehdl 30T Ead:ol HFd &
Australia on the Bondi Beach, killing 15. 9Tehd. qqg S AT FHIasr sR

We at Shaniwar Teli send our heartfelt
condolences to all those families whose near | dr EI'I%T dg RMchd o_-llél. $hRUT S FIds
a'nd dear ones were massacred in the .attacks TelT @reT Tgard.

since Oct 7. Jews around the world will
never forget the 7th of October 2023 and the

14th of December 2025. HIS I Ad g TAAH ?Flélllsﬁl?lﬂ a4
3¢ 319 Hell dredl, W ¢ aTg 3T
greel I HIASATTAT d=lla] g

d3ATTeIeh FRAETT Shel el 3778,

But life goes on and we
have finally succeeded in
building the Memorial for
Mr. Kehimkar, the father of
our community.

Dr. Shulmith Charikar
Editor
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Memorial at Beth-El, Panvel

Ariella Daniel

Did you know Late Mr. Kehimkar choose the place where his memorial should be built.

We all thought the ideal place would be his Israel School (Eli Kadoori School) but its trustees refused. Them we
approached Magen Hazidim Synagogue and they too refused. Then we approached Magen Aboth synagogue in Alibaug
(as Kehimkar was born in Alibaug) but they too refused. So shameful of all three insulting our leader.
Kehimkar wanted to be in the Miracle Synagogue of Beth-El where his memorial had graced the place and greatly
enriching the environmental of the premises of the Synagogue
The trustees should understand that the property is not their private property. It is the property of the community.
Message from Shaniwar-Teli
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Mr. Shimshon Galsurkar repaired and
painted the Beth-El Synagogue at his own
expenses. He deserved the honor.







We thank Mr. Solomon Talker for the pictures and
videos who was invited by the Beth-El
management committee to cover the event.
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Opinion of an archaeologist and anthropologist

Dr. Raamash G Ragvian

Amazing message from a Maharashtra Ithas (History) University expert Archeologist and
Anthologist Dr. Raamesh G Ragvan who was at Beth El for Kehimkar's Memorial ignoration.

Dear Leo,

Thank you so much for inviting me to attend yesterday's function at
Beth-El synagogue at Panvel for the inauguration of a monument to
Haeem Samuel Kehimkar. As you know, | am an archaeologist and
anthropologist, who has been engaging with the Bene Israel
community for many years. In my wok documenting the many
neglected cemeteries and closed synagogues, | have realized that my
work should also expand to getting Indian people to appreciate the
architectural and living heritage of the community.

| must tell you that the new monument to Kehimkar stands proudly
and gracefully in its place. It is very tasteful, and enhances the beauty
and elegance of the entrance to the synagogue premises. | really
appreciate that instead of a statue as is typically done in many places,
it is a simple four-sided plaque, topped with Kehimkar's defining
contribution - his book outlining the history of the community. It
stands like a proud memorial to someone who gave his life for the
community, and | may say his spirit of knowledge and enquiry
deserves this memorial, simple yet magnetic in its beauty and
dedication.

https://mcjmumbai.academia.edu

/RaameshGowriRaghavan

In my opinion, every Bene-Israel as well as scholar of history should
visit and see this beautiful architectural marvel in person, because
pictures and videos can do no justice to it. Personally, | feel that it is
not a memorial to Kehimkar, but to his work of documenting and
telling the whole world the history of the community. Without this
book, the Aaliyah would have been an uphill task. Just like the
standing next to it one can feel the spirit of the community, and how
it has withstood 2,200 years of history and more.

Thank you so much again for let me witness history in the making!

Yours truly,
Raamesh Gowri Raghavan

higHNT AT FHAT JAAAATATAT S Tel I YT eIl AGRISE STAgrd
(3Ter) Taeamior doel RIcaETeT 0T HehololIEAS S1. AL ST JTae
RIEECt SR
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Raj Silk House

Ariella Daniel

Meet Dinesh & Vrushali Bajaj from Mumbai, India! ==
Dinesh’s grandfather opened the Raj Silk House store in
1954 specializing in sarees. In 1960 he established a Jewish
clientele who would order custom white sarees for their
weddings. The relationship between the shop owners and
the local Jewish community continued and thrived and
today they specialize in “Jewish ritual clothes.”
You can step foot into their store located next to Crawford
Market and Mangaldas Market and order anything from
challah covers, Malida covers, seder plate covers, wine
bottle covers, and custom items made for a Jewish home in
your choice of style and colour.
The synagogues in India and the synagogues of the Indian
Jewish community in Israel all accessorize their sanctuary
with a parochet and bimah cover from Raj Silk House,
changing their designs and colours throughout the year
based on the month and holidays.
Dinesh and his wife Vrushali are not Jewish, but they have a
deep bond with the Jewish community in India. Their
products have become part of our Jewish expression and
serves as a symbol of the beauty of India, representing the
values of diversity, culture, tradition, and faith.
In this photo I am wearing a 50 year old saree made as a
sample for Jewish clients for their wedding and I was
pleased to purchase a new Malida plate cover during my
recent trip.

JRaj Silk House

¥ WRXM+44W, Sheikh Memon St,
Near Mangaldas Market, Lohar Chawi, Kalbadevi, W N Q<
Mumbai, Maharashtra 400002, India & Y25 ﬂ\ : =
$.9833394863 /9004680865 https://www.facebook.com/506133672/
posts/10163531820238673/?app=fbl
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Scientifically explained
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Tesser's self-evaluation 2.
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engage in self-evaluation.
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introspection but also
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When someone close to an
individual excels in areas
they value, they may feel
threatened and act in ways
that downplay their
achievements.

This mechanism can partly
be explained. Why
individuals may attempt to
pull down those who
achieve more than
themselves.

To protect their own self-
esteem and social standing
their emotions, such as
envy may generated feeling
of self-evaluation. This
feeling makes individuals
feel threatened. This can
lead to, a desire to diminish
the well-being of others,
particularly when their
success highlights the
individual's own failures or
inadequacies.

Relative deprivation theory
proposes that feelings of
dissatisfaction and injustice
arise when people
compare their situation
unfavorably with others'
situations. This sense of
inequality, rooted in
subjective perceptions
rather than objective
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measures, can deeply
influence social behavior,
including the phenomenon
of crab mentality. When
individuals see their peer’s
achieving success or
receiving the recognition
they feel is undeserved or
unattainable for
themselves, it can trigger
actions aimed at
undermining these peers'
accomplishments.

The concept emerged from
a study of American
soldiers by Stouffer.
Soldiers in units with more
promotions were
paradoxically less satisfied,
feeling left out if not
promoted themselves,
despite better odds of
advancement. This reflects
how relative deprivation
fuels dissatisfaction by
comparing one's situation
to others. By "dragging"
others down to a similar
level, individuals might feel
a sense of satisfaction.
Thus, crab mentality can be
viewed as a response to
perceived social inequality,
where pulling others down
becomes a strategy to cope
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with feelings of inadequacy
or injustice.

The theory of crab
mentality additionally
relates to one of the
central themes of Staples'
album, that being that a
person's growth is
restrained by the labels
society places on them,
akin to a fish in a fishbowl,
and one of the factors that
can prevent growth is being
dragged down by peers:
the crabs in a bucket
mentality.

Crab mentality - Wikipedia
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People suffering from
inferiority complex
exhibit crab behavior.
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conflicts in our community
Bene-Israel community.
When the climbing crab
asked the second one, who
pulled me; not me says the
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them and the third and the
fourth say it was not me,
we do not know if was. And
then the rumors spread
amongst the community of
crabs in the bucket that
one was pulled down but
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crab_mentality

no one knows who. If you
ask one of the crabs, they
will say; do not ask me. We
do not want to get
involved. That is why we
keep miles away from the
community. Try asking a
guestion “Who sold the
Astami synagogue and
land; you will experience
the “Crab Theory.”

This theory is also spoken
about by the political
leaders of Maharashtra?
Who pulled Udhay Thakre
down? Sharad Pawar?
Sanjay Raut? Raj Thakree?
Shinde? Rashmi Thakree?
Modi? Devender? Amit
Shah? Susant Singh, Disha
Salian or God; there too
which one? Hindu God to
leave Handout or Muslim
God for being selfish?

quT 10T I AT
FOTETE FH. S JFer
TEIEAT Il fTaRe, X a
FBUTAIST, ‘HISAThge faar®
g, QT ITd FTHTT
ETI ATl FEOLT 3T
AT A gy @
gl TaaRUIAT 9IqTH AT,
“TITFHYT @At 3T SE
0Tl TashT ahell?” 39T
“IXE decaellel Al HeIH
YUTR 3Tl

The crab who has pulled
many down but takes no
blame.
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QVNNYT DN X7 12NN
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The crab who is about to get
a free apartment behind
community’s back.

Public face, faithful dog

People want
to see you
doing better...
but NOT better
than Them.
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BENE-EPHARIM’S PLIGHT
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Israel approves immigration
of 5,800 Bnei Menashe by
2030. The new immigrants
will settle in the north of the
country, as part of the
government’s policy to
strengthen and develop the

North and the Galilee.”
Israel approves immigration of 5,800
Bnei Menashe by 2030 - JNS.org

See Video:

(20+) Facebook
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https://www.jns.org/israel-approves-immigration-of-5800-bnei-menashe-by-2030/
https://www.jns.org/israel-approves-immigration-of-5800-bnei-menashe-by-2030/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/25374425665486627

But no one is talking about
5000 Jewish turmeric (Haldi)
merchants; Bene-Ephraim or
Telugu Jews.

The Bene Ephraim (Hebrew:
D'"M9XN 1) Bnei Ephraim
("Sons of Ephraim"), also
called Telugu Jews because
they speak Telugu, are a
community living primarily in
Kotha Reddy Palem, a village
outside Chebrolu, Guntur
district, and in
Machilipatnam, Krishna
District, Andhra Pradesh,
India, near the delta of the
River Krishna. They claim to
be descendants of the Tribe
of Ephraim, of the Ten Lost
Tribes, and since the 1980s
have learned to practice
modern Judaism. They have
started Sabbath service for
many Bene-Ephraim who
moved to Hyderabad.

The Bene Ephraim claim
descent from the Tribe of
Ephraim, and say that they
traveled from Israel through
western Asia: Persia,
Afghanistan, Tibet and into
China for 1,600 years before
arriving in southern India
more than 1,000 years ago.
They hold a history which
they say is similar to that of
the shift of Afghan Jews and
Persian Jews, Bene Israel,
Bnei Menashe in the
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northeastern Indian states of
Mizoram and Manipur, who
received recognition in 2005
from the Chief Rabbinate of
Israel. (The latter people
must still go through a formal
conversion process to
become citizens of Israel
under the Law of Return.)

We as Jews from India should
bring pressure on our
government to bring these
Bene-Ephraim and settle
them in Israel.

Bene-Ephriam Telugu Jews
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500,000 Rs

Five lac Rs. Is the quotation
received by Shaniwar-Teli for
reproducing 300 books of Mr.
Haim Samuel Kehimkar’s,
page by page, in Marathi for
free distribution in families
all over the world who, still
read Marathi.

We are looking for few
individual/s or group/s or
synagogue/s donates.

If Adv. Herzl Bhonkar was
alive, he would had donated
wholeheartedly. He had plans
to make a Kehimkar Gate at
Navgao cemetery facing
Kehim village. Here he
wanted to put information on
Mr. Kehimkar for
international visitors to see it.

But unfortunately for us, we
have lost him. We ask
1. Get 10 or 20 induvial
together and donate.
2. We ask ORT
management to
considered and
donate.
3. We request Thane
Synagogue trustees to
consider to donate.
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4. We request Magen
Hassidim trustees to
consider to Donate.

5. We have already
approached Mr. Viju
Penkar but as he is
busy with some other
project, he said he
could not do it.

This book was translated,
page by page to Hebrew in
2021/22 by the Hazan’s from
India origination in Israel.

4. 377G AT gfAfeH gt
faerc aar &7 o 2ol duarar
far .

5. 3T M A fae] g
IregTehs el grall, 90T o ga=ar
TolFeHEY ea¥d 3 Tedls, it
e T d FE Ahd ARId.

g qEch 2021/22 ALY
SORIIAHEY AR 3Meledn
5 R IR A

iy 2021/22 mawa nayy

JRW TIN RXINMN DATNN

Lunch Invitation

15t Feb. 2026 Sun, Kosher Veg food.

We have been made aware that on

15 Feb. 2026 Bene-Israel

community will be innovated for a
very special occasion with Malida
and Lunch. Please mark this day as

busy on your calendars
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Malida & Lunch
Busy

© www.calendarpedia.com
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POSTER

High-Resolution Poster 150 x 100 cm shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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We have prepared a PDF file that we can send you to print locally and place poster in your
synagogue, cemetery, prayer hall, museum, ORT schools.
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Letter To Shaniwar Teli

My question to you Leo and Shulamith is if
Pen Beth-Ha'Elohim Synagogue (1849) is a
private property or property of the
community? It is a dead property where
there is no minyan.

Sion Penkar thinks it is his own property
(along with Mr. Nowgaokar). Did Zion’s
ancestors build this synagogue and left a
legal will to him? He can sell this heritage
and go abroad, as others have done

illegally?
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Reply

In general, all proprieties of
Bene-Israel public use, like
Synagogues & Cemetery are
the property of the Bene-
Israel community. However,
land is given on 99 years of
lease and belongs to the
country. If this lease was
renewed? If the land was a
private property that was
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given to make this
synagogue? There are many
legal questions. We will
request if respected
Advocated Jonathan
Solomon can guide us.

STYUITETST feelr el g R
HTICAR U 3. 3T faaiar
& FI EIOMT gehlel ANeATLeT
ATAHA BT ARG &
Mehdld ohI?
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Adv. Jonathan Solomon

He has been kind to us from the very
beginning and we take his social advise
on matter we are not familiar with.

Advocated Jonathan Solomon

Real Estate and Land Laws

Litigation and Arbitration

Insurance
Trusts and Partnerships

Jonathan Solomon is a highly regarded advocate with over 40 years of
experience in the legal profession. He is a qualified solicitor and advocate,
specializing in real estate, litigation, arbitration, trusts, and partnerships.
Solomon regularly appears before the Supreme Court of India and the High
Court of Bombay, and has been recommended as 'first-class' in insurance
matters. His expertise and experience have made him a trusted advisor to
made him a trusted advisor to many, and he continues to be a significant
figure in the legal community. simnco.in

Construction and Development of Real Estate

Constitutional Law and Administrative Law
Personal Laws, Succession and Inheritance

Moses Korlekar is a retired civil servant who plays a significant role in the
Jewish community in Mumbai. He recites prayers for the community when a
rabbi is not available, and the synagogue he is associated with has around 60
people in attendance for prayer services. The Jewish community in Mumbai,
while small, continues to observe its traditions and maintain its heritage,
which is essential to its legacy. Aljazeera

In Pictures: Indian Jews keep heritage alive | Arts and Culture | Al Jazeera

Mr. Moshe Korlekar is another person who has always been fair and
supportive to us. By now most of the cases against him have come out fake
and his versions true. At this senior age too, he is very active and has excellent
memory. He could also also advise us about the facts of Pen synagogue.

has always
supportive

us all along

Nissim Moses

and he guided

been
to us

Another person who always
was helpful and supportive
was Late Adv. Herzl Bhonkar.
We are sorry to lose him.

God bless his soul.



https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2014/6/26/in-pictures-indian-jews-keep-heritage-alive/

Activities 2025

We had asked all the
groups to send their 2025
activities summary; they
did for the benefit of our
community.

Most did not send
anything as they did
nothing for the
community. There are
some who take tramp on
activities of others, calling
it their own, so they too
did not send anything.
Below are the reports we
have received.
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Canada

We worked for last few years with wonderful Arella Daniel who lived in Toronto and sent us

information on Jewish activities in Canada. She was well connected with the Embassy of

Israel in Canada.

Now she has immigrated to Israel and lives in Jerusalem. Though now she does not send us
any news from Canada but Shaniwar-Teli and Ariella is working on a amazing project for the
whole Bene-Israel community along with her parents. We will talk about it in next issue.
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After untimely passing away of Adv. Herzl Bhonkar who himself updated me of RJA activates,
| have not heard from any one else who has replaced him or any new activity done by RJA.

If RJIA will die with Herzl (as he was the main investor in all the projects of RJA) or it will be
taken up by another management member or by his brother Ronen Bhonker (who did
amazing work in renovation of Magen Hassidim) but who does not live in Raigad; is a major
guestion. Obviously, | have not received any thing from them with sadly, with Herzl gone.

Someone has wiped out Herzl completely from all social media as if some one was just
waiting for him to die. Like Herzl never existed. So unfortunate.

However, we have not forgotten him and never will. | want to mention below the plans Herzl
wanted to work on in the future. He himself told me about these as he was a very good
friend. We spoke hours on the phone.

1. Khandekar Gate
He wanted to build a gate for the Navgao cemetery facing Kehim village. On this gate
he wanted to place all information on Mr. Kehimkar.

2. Menora in Nagaon
Herzl was interested in placing a huge menorah (like in the Israeli Keneseth) in the
Nagaon cemetery. He believed the 3.5 lac Rs collected in 2018 for the repairs of the
current monument is already distributed and eaten up by the people of IJF as per his
source at IJF. There was no money left for repairs. It was better to leave the old
monument and place a new monument that had more Jewish symbol. He had got a
guotation of 2.50 lac Rs to build 12 feet tall x 13 feet wide menorah made of Fiber
Glass that stands for decades. He said wait until | finish building the Motel at Alibaug
synagogue and then | will pay for the Menora.

3. Museum of Bene-Israel in his old home
The home where he grew up in his farm, they had moved to a new home and the old
home was left unattended. Now he wanted to repair it an open a Bene-Israel Museum
in his old home. He had also collected a lot of Bene-Israel products and pictures for
the museum.
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4. Motel in Synagogue
He had made blue prints of converting a part of the area behind the Alibaug
synagogue in to four double rooms where people from Mumbai will visit for their
vacation and will get the motel free if they attend the prayers in the synagogue to
achieve minyan.

5. Ambepur hotels liked to Ambepur Synagogue
His plan was to make contract with the popular vacation hotel few minutes’ walk away
from the Ambepur synagogue to offer special discount to the Bene-Israel families who
will attend the prayers (He planed to give ready coupons to the guests who attend to
get a minyan.

6. Elijah Rock Malida place.
Herzl said he had bought some land at Elijah Hall where he planned to build a hall for
Bene-Israel groups or families can perform malida. It would have a large hall, kitchen,
toilets, and access for wheel chair.

7. Alibaug to Elibaug
Herzl said he had never heard from his parents and grandparents that Alibaug was
Elibaug. But he did not mind if it was changed to Elibaug. He thought the best was was
to go and meet some of the leaders and talk to them personally and explain the
history. This way it would be more effective than writing letters like Maxim was doing
for last thirty years with no success. We had decided when | visit him next, we could
plan this meeting.

| hope some one from RJA will come forward an take up these excellent projects

3fsegiehe fgetel THSHT AT raledeh USSR, S Fad: Hell RIATAT SHaldred
HIST el BId, AR HY Il SEM GUT=AT fhaT RIA @R HI0ATd 3ol
RIOTCATET oTdlel hellaTad HIUMhZeTel HIgl Vehel ATel.

RIA RSTerEE (ST RIA ST HY YeheUlHEd HET IAdUHeR &ld) IS Agel &,
fohal O QAT cYTEATTA FeFdIeaR fohal cgiean Hrae, Uoiel ASHT (ST Holel
gRATEHTAT FTelIeUITd 3ITAH 1A hel) GART Blclbel STSoT &I, § HIS T 3Tg;
IOT o TAMSHEY UG ATEL. FISCU, @il AoledT FAdX cAredrehgsd Hell
FroTET Afeer fHarelr Ay 3nfor 3r=ia gEg IR,
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o ad fRsTeren |9 A AfSAALYA quive) fAegsT erhel 3118, STU] FIET
qTlCUATE TheFcl caTedT HcAT! d1c Ugld gid. SIU] el fgstel el 3ifedcardd

T, 3T T faERerer AT 30T HHE AR AEr. qe @ RBgios
HIASTRISBIA HTH HIOARN Alolell AT J6l ATZ el Aol Fad: Hell §
gifdldel RUT I AR 37cdd 9Tl AT gid. 38T Jard Bldal Srelall.

1. @8 3T

T Hhgl# ATATdT FAN 3HleAT Fa3lTd FHARATHHAATS Teh 1€ ST gld. AT dcal
Y. higAIdT T9 ATfedT I Sargr giar.

2. AT FETTAToT HARTET HATIT FARAAHHAT Teh TS HANTE (STl hol
HTOT) STUATT IH GIT. AT 3THT faRaTy 31Tg T TEATIT THRPIAT GIEATATST 2018
HEY TN helel 3.5 o UL ATISTTHTT cliehlail T TadRd shel 3TEd JTOT Wleot
31T, GEEATST A 3T e, S FTHARH Hge 38 o g 3delel wdleT FARS
SO T gldY. BRI TTHIRS Sefdelell 12 T 39 x 13 B &G AANIE STUUITATS!
CATAT 2.50 T ¥IAT It AT gldl. Al FgUTTeT hr #Hr 3rferarer Asieraaed Arce
STErOY qUT IS UTeT 30T AT H AR 88 ¢S,

3. TYTAT ST BRI SoA-3EAS o HIUGTrT ST BRI ol cATedT Al dreell, o sAdiel
ERTC 3l Blct HTTOT S B GolaT shel el §lct. 3Tl TTell Soi-3T SEZel o GO i
Bl 3Tl ATell o GoEdl el oAl [+l T Soi-SHVel HIETT JUS glel.
Y. Tt Alce <O 3elarT ARTTaaARe HET IR 3dd FAHCT
WWWWM@?%&W«M AT Gl aTdr fie
garer 30T SR o Aearer arey HoarardT BRIy qraardr 3uiedd afger
R Il Aled Alhd A,

3. YT AT giceqAT JRY AT TS AU AT Frotelr 3 Bleir hr
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Il AR el d1-ZHT Feoll=ll AT Faeld SUAT gl o TAAATS Acher
(T fRITeT ATET FIOGTATS AUI-AT ATEUATHTE AR el GUAT Arstedl
3ol glahh).

&. UToIITST b ATl TUT. golel FEUMAT I cdlel UTeldTol GIelded Il STHleT
G helell gl 51 = S3-38TTe 1€ fohaTl Fgd AelleT IR IISUATATST Blel
JUUITT Sl gid. ITd ST glel, FaIUTRER, eMarerd 10T SEraa3Rardr gder
3HOTR gl

b. JfAEmeT q Tfaeamr goiar FEomer $ AT HUT 3MIeAT ITehargsl fhaT Toh-3TSieihgst
Uehol dAcgd T TAEET § TTAERT 318, 9UT o o UTERIESY deool el dl IToll gl glahd
dAogd). AT 34T AR 8idar & afad ART FEUIar FIET il Heo), a2l dafedesRaar
dieror 3foT sfagre Tuse #or. g fofiguamieT ¢ 31 gardt o, S8 AfFas dear 39
aYTITET T 38 90T 9IRN STl 318, JTYUT STael B &l Siegl Al T Jeeal dabl e,
dIegT 39T gT do faifaia &% erehdl.

HCIT 371 318 I RIAFYST ol & AT 0T § 3chSe Yehod glclladel.

Australia
Solomon Erulkar 4

Life is very slowly getting back to some sort of normality
after what our Jewish Community in Australia had to go
through on the 14th of December at Bondi Beach in
Sydney.

We in Melbourne have had a few incidents too however
the Hanukkah festival and lighting of the lights has
brought back strength within our Community & Families.
Lighting the candle every day has helped us shine light
outside our homes. | have received a lot of messages of
support from my local and international friends.

| am currently in the process of displaying our Bene Israel
Heritage and History at our local Sephardi Synagogue. |
will be placing some Religious books and things that were
passed down to me by my family over the years. They
will be displayed in the Synagogue Museum which is also
visited by local students from our Jewish Schools.

Wish you all a safe and great 2026 with a lot of happiness
and great times.
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National Union of Bene-Israel

Immigrants

Moshe Sogaokar
&
Adv. Yeudha Sassookar

This the most active group in Israel and in India. They do a lot of good for the community,
that all will be impossible to list. One of the major deeds done by them to arrange twice the
meeting of the Bene-Israel community with the families of those Bene-Israel fell in Gaza war.

g1 SaTgel 30 AR Hald Afeha THE 38, @ HATSTATS! s FiTel FHIH HIdTd, S

Several Bene-Israel solders lost their lives in this Gaza War
Pictures of some of them are below sent by Moshe Sagokar
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). Gary Zolat!
IDF Soldier

May God bless the souls
of every solider who gave his life for the country. Amen
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Free distribution of
fruits and vegetables to
the Beni-Israel
community.
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They are very active in representing Bene-Israel community on many occasions. It is long list
so we just represent their activities in pictures below.
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Fall of Baghdadi Synagogue in Mumbai

Work on at synagogue despite notice: Plaint to civic chief | Mumbai News - Times of India

3EATEe 0T GEEcIdl HIHAHD
AIZAT FTETd ATISe 3R,
afafsér Aw ALY A9 Al
Hifdrcer &, ooy A9 HrA
FIT 3ed, ST Teh AT 1A IRET
TS 3R, O i AT
TRATAT R@Telel A8, fSg-aas
HTaTfoRT (BMC) &7 AT sehrag et
AT SR Sl 1Y, FHIROT
faaelar c¥eear FEUTATER §
HIA TIAATCHS TIRAATST
3TaeTS 3Te.
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Y Nwn DoNI%Nn qun
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INX XINYW ,NO1DN NN
X77 LIIA DaT nwinm
TANN .0'YATIN DNDN
Xanm 7Y NN N
Nnoon I¥ XN (BMC)
NX  IXY? D ATy
nrgine M72an nri'von
N WX AVI'Y TIvaLIPN
NITAVNY VI NN
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The Magen David
Synagogue (1861) in
Mumbai is currently
facing significant
controversy due to
unauthorized
demolition and repair
work. Celebrity chef
Moshe Shek has
reported seeing
laborers working on
the synagogue, which
is a Grade IlA heritage
site, without proper
permissions. The
Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has issued a
stop-work notice to
halt these illegal
activities, as the
synagogue trust claims
the work is essential
for structural stability
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/work-on-at-synagogue-despite-notice-plaint-to-civic-chief/articleshow/121809007.cms
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You've surely heard of Mimouna and Sigd, but are you familiar with Milida? Hello everyone, my name is Dave Yaakov, a
multidisciplinary artist and social activist. 'Chariot of Hope' is a children’s book that | wrote and illustrated, which tells
about the Milida ceremony of the Jewish community from India. It’s a book for the whole family, with vowel markings
for young readers. | worked on it for four years and it is now ready for printing. The book has undergone literary
editing, language editing, and cultural and historical consultation. All that is left is to publish it. And for that to
happen, | need your donations.
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https://headstart.co.il/project/87790?lang=he
https://headstart.co.il/project/87790?lang=he
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Confusion on visiting our Cemetries

HTAAT FATHNTT ST AT AT MUD

127¥ NINQpn N2 IR 237 7172

Moshe Saogakar

Unfortunately, a big confusion
was created on the going to
the cemetery. | bring things as
| heard and learned from old
visionists (formerly | have
raised the entire list).

Our original customs are to go
to the cemetery at only death
and then upto a year (until
12/13 months). That is not
after a year, not even on the
annual death day... On the day
of death/night of death after a
year, a memorial is made at
home or in synagogue. (The
mention includes candle, layer,
and dinner according to
economic ability) in every
increase to the tombs after a
year is not our original
customs, although it today has
become something
inseparable... There is nothing
to talk about plain about
tombs and kissing and prayers
and everything that you see
today. C-About the nine in the
father, make a mention at the
end of the fasting and this
included a complete home
ceremony. They did not go to

gadTe, HATLRUTAUT THRMTASFTCT
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the cemetery, men neither
before nor on the fasting day
nor after... D-Whoever took
the widows in the first year it
was the sun of the synagogue
only and only they were there
for this year. ( In places it was
customary) the confusion was
created for several reasons 1.
We learned from other
communities 2. People have
been used to the first year of
grief that cost several times a
year for remembering so the
habit power makes them
continue 3. The word
“memory” calls people with a
rise to a cemetery which is not
necessarily always related. 4.
People feel an emotional need
for that and it’s something
very difficult to compete
within boundaries of
prohibited/permitted, is
used/not customary. | want to
parallel something to be more
understood. In the community
we used to edit an aud
wedding —a memorial of souls
to deceased relatives, and
after two days — from birth,
and only then start
preparations for the wedding.
Memorial is made out of the
place of the reservation that
died and received their
blessing for this period of the
wedding that everything
would pass in peace. | can
bring to know that something
similar happens in the
Tunisians who drive just a few

AT BT, G2 TARATASHAT
T &d sTegd, 3uararear e,
3uararedr feaelr fhar Aawdr... -
ST fatrarar afgear adf s o
HaFd T JUHTORT FHEATATT
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3 BT THLAATT AVIRT JaI
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qe oI BTl 3. "EAOT &
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minutes before the beach to
retire alongside some family
elders and do a layer for
grandparents (first-top
testimony) and the Ashkenazi
(doesn't know which
community) | heard they’re
used to go to the cemetery*to
place a wedding invitation on
the grave of grandparents and
grandparents... Of this | point
out that here, in our
community, we also made a
mention of nine Bab to die as
it probably did while
communities did only that in
our own place it did not
include an increase to the
cemetery, while in other
communities it is customary to
go to the cemetery this day,
*but it is not our customs*by
the way, on the night of Yom
Kippur exactly the same...
Other communities go to the
cemetery and we have a
memorial in the house
without a rise to the cemetery
(and for those who cannot at
home give a synagogue as
commonly used today). | hope
| slightly surrounded the
subject *Of course if there is
evidence from old people who
know and learn otherwise, |
would be happy to hear and
wait.

SIS 3cTHTPR HIATd
(FcTeT gaTellclsl HTeT), 3o
IPATSIHALY (FHelT HAlfgd ATer
FIVTAT FIHGATT) FT e 3
$I T AT JTSl-3TSleredr
FEAT TIATT HTHIUT STATHATST
SHRIAlA alldld... did&ed 3:n'
A& °ar i A @, 3eTar
FHCRT, d faem s/ 3 Aq
STFAATS! TARS HaT AT
AT, ST T IR FHeT
helfad e, T JTHIT
FHCRATA AT TAATATT SIToT
HATTASC ATET, X SR
FHEIAEY 7 feall TR
SOt 9T 31g, 90T g1 3T
9T AR 9, A fhogy
qEEEdE d 39T d9T 3.
SR HHCT THATAT il 3ATOT
SIHTY] Hd:lpd\li«lld FHRMMATT o
ST o{T TARS dar feelr Sa
(31707 S & S5 eehd ATerd
IITETSY, off FHREATAT feelr
STd, S 37T AT 3718). Hell
3R 3Te Fr A g7 v dismar
FHSA Hcloll 38 37T, S}
3R gy Sk R 3 ciler
SUTAT d9TS AT 318 30T iy
fRIsher 3MTg, A Hell Ve 3MTTOT
TISEIUT SFel 3Telc, BISa.

N2 |ND'T OV DVPNN N7
m71) nNapn N7 Nd77 "an
XIN ,nnan N7 i X
7217nw '9) ,N015N N1 W)
NX 'MNY nlign X (DI
U' OX ,[2IND ,N¥7Nd XWIN
DMAIAN D'WIR 7Y NIRD NI'KD
TN v vy Dn7 ww

.DM20N71 2" NNWUX

39




Mann Ki Baat

Narendran Modi

Shaniwar Teli gets a
copy of Mann ke
Baat sent by Mr.
Narendra Modi.

You are allowed to
write your “Mann Ke
Baat” to Modi and
he will reply in this
publication.

| have asked a few
times where are the
10 lac public toilets
that were promised
in 2014. | never get a
reply and | have also
not seen one built
any where in India.
Mann Ki Baat Live -
PM Shri Narendra
Modi Radio Program
Today

M ANNOBAAT

HEARLIVEON

28™ DECEMBER 11AM

All India Radio, DD & Narendra Modi Mobile App

Akashvani will broadcast ‘Mann Ki Baat' in regional languages
immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

IR il JTAT 4. g FIEY FZeT Hel 6T 91 D Teh Y NSIUATT A, 3TI0T ITTeT “Hel T 1T AT forg
QAT 10T O AT JHIRAATT 3R Gcllel. AT Fler T faaRer 31T T 2014 FEY STER heledT g0 oI Aol [oAeh
StTerd S R Hell Helier 3T [AeTeler AT 0T #Y HRATT FSET Tehg! Mo Fierelel Trfgerel 7Y,

T T 1T UT - TaTHTeT A 7 AlGT IS3HT FRIHA 37T
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.01'n Shri Narendra Modi n7unnn WX 7¢ I'TY N'DIN - NNX AT

40



https://www.narendramodi.in/mann-ki-baat
https://www.narendramodi.in/mann-ki-baat
https://www.narendramodi.in/mann-ki-baat
https://www.narendramodi.in/mann-ki-baat

NASIK CEMETRY

Ashly Peter

As per ChatGPT Nashik (Nasik) does not have a large or famous Jewish past like Mumbai,
Pune, or Cochin, but it does have a quiet, interesting Jewish history, mainly tied to the Bene
Israel community.

Here’s the picture, piece by piece . Bene Israel Presence

The Jews associated with Nashik were almost entirely Bene Israel, the ancient Jewish
community of western India.

From the 18th—20th centuries, small numbers of Bene Israel families lived in or around
Nashik, often moving between Mumbai, Pune, Ahmednagar, and Nashik for work.

Why Nashik?

Nashik was an important regional center under the Marathas and later the British. Bene
Israel men commonly worked as:

Soldiers in the British Indian Army, Clerks, teachers, or government employees, tradespeople
connected to agriculture and local markets. Some families settled temporarily while posted
there; others stayed longer but remained small.

Religious Life

No known permanent synagogue existed in Nashik itself. Jewish residents likely:Prayed at
home. Traveled to Pune or Mumbai for major festivals, marriages, and community events
Religious leadership (rabbis, mohelim) came from larger Jewish centers.

Cemeteries & Physical Traces

Unlike Pune or Mumbai, no confirmed Jewish cemetery has survived or been clearly
documented in Nashik. Any Jewish graves that may have existed were likely small, private, or
later lost.

Decline & Migration

By the mid-20th century, most Jewish families had moved out: First to Mumbai Later to
Israel, especially after 1948. Today, there is no organized Jewish community remaining in
Nashik.

Big Picture

Think of Nashik as:

A satellite town in the Bene Israel world—never a hub, but part of the wider Jewish network
of Maharashtra.

Facts: Below
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A Bene-lIsrael senior citizen Mr. Ashle Peter in Nasik contacted Moshe Sogaoker and send
some pictures. The cemetery in Nasik is slowly being taken over by shed restaurants and
shed homes. Ashle Peter has asked for the papers of the land and paid a lawyer 13,000 Rs to
get these original legal papers. He is also in contact with Maxin and Sassoon Phansapurkar.
Sassoon was interested in bringing Peter to Mumbai and place him in parents home.

ATTAFRHLTT TA-SHTTAT TASS AR AT 31erer e AT ALY FArenery Jreaneft Tush
AT 31107 el 2 Iroaell. ATRIh AT HATIEATT g U5 TN CH 10T A5 T
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HIETCY TABIATATATS! dfehelTell 13,000 ¥ feel. T HiarHeT 3MTTOT HIET HoHTIIhT
el ST AT el ARG G FTell HESc M0 AT YelehredT By
SUIT FERET gl

N .NNIMN NN N7YWI1IRINAI0 NWN DY YR X' ,?'0NI] 10D TWN N 78I 1an 7'NI NITR
72U NNMN DX YR 10'D TWKR .DMIAT DNAI NITyon T 7u URY? OX? NP7 P'ONI2 NNAZN
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= EBYouTube "

e waTEw - AN At
£00\93903¢

ATRrepeT HawT av faspHor. sifamHoT geidvamEt sisdt diex gidt wemaATan =t
https://youtu.be/D6cWd8Gs6gM?si=wyWWxUBDIf1-cuj2

Mr. Aey Petr

Magen Hassidim Ashdod Celebrates 43™ Years

and donuts.

"" Like every year the synagogue

' | celebrated its anniversary in their
traditional way with Hanukkah,
Malida and distribution of sweets

i aaﬁqﬂﬁugawﬁr@w
| #Areier 3nfor e @ S

¥ T
{ DMDUD DY

anes £ sn !nnlﬁ I’ n

o

el

| fyeRoT e ST 9RO
geHdlel aTi¥eh HANH AT

‘, Moshe Chordek

D'pNNN NEIN AT ,N0NN oY DAY NTMIonNn 1T 1Y NIYN DI IX AN 1O N1 ,NY D2 nd

NINasliol

43



https://youtu.be/D6cWd8Gs6gM?si=wyWWxUBDlf1-cuj2

Junagadh Maharaja

This is incorrect information. In the speech of PM Narendra Modi, himself said polish
Christian children. The writing here should be corrected ASAP. Looks the same like making up
annual fee 250 NIS lie. But here History is the proof. It is an insult to the Indian king who
specially called Christian nuns to teach these children Christian children. He could have
made them Hindus, but he did not. How can now we claim that they were Jewish children.

Warsaw, Poland

Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji Jadeja is personally
credited for saving around a thousand Polish
orphans between 1942 and 1946, following

the Invasion of Poland. While serving as the Hindu
delegate to the British war cabinet he convinced
members of the Red Cross and Anders' Army to
transport the orphans to Jamnagar, where he
provided them with food, shelter, clothes,
education, and medical care in the nearby coastal
village of Balachadi. Following the Surrender of
Germany, the orphans were returned to Poland.[2

In 2011, Jadeja was posthumously bestowed
the Commander's Cross of the Order of Merit by

the President of Poland, and is honored at Memorial in Warsaw. The nearby &

the Good Maharaja Square in Warsaw. "Good Maharaja's Square" was named
after Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji in

Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv — please destroy this shameful fake recognition of his help to Polish

claim. Thank you. shaniwarteli@gmail.com refugees during World War II.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasion_of_Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_cabinet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anders%27_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamnagar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balachadi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Instrument_of_Surrender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Instrument_of_Surrender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digvijaysinhji_Ranjitsinhji_Jadeja#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digvijaysinhji_Ranjitsinhji_Jadeja#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Merit_of_the_Republic_of_Poland#Degrees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Maharaja_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw
mailto:shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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invikatuion

SHALOM JABALPUR

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

SANJEEVAN HOSPITAL,
JABALPUR (MP) i .
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What happens when the best President of USA and best Prime Minister of Israel meets?
Together they change the whole world. See below; African Horn!

https://youtu.be/dYIBIZgTnb0?si=JH6fJtgLIfyRbSAS

Somalia & Somaliland
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Ethiopia / Ethiopia =
/ ok
; Somalia

With this move Israel is right in front of Hotis, the Iranian group that has captured land of Yemen.

46
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ISRAEL AND SOMALILAND
- LONG LOST

BY F.HUSSEN / NOVEMBER 19,2018 22:52 &

Israel faces many adversaries that
don't recognize it or its right to
self-determination; Somaliland Is
also unrecognized as a state by most
countries.

BOTH SHARE A HISTORY
with Britain, The British defeated the
Ottoman Empire, captured Palestine
and later established treaties with

the Jewish people in Israel. Somalil-
and tribal leaders granted the British
a protectorate in the territory that
would became British Somaliland and
subsequently gained independence
on June 26, 1960, Israel was first of 34
countries, including the United States,
to recognize Somaliland.

SOMALILAND, which joined
South Somalia in a union that last-
ed until 1991, finds itself politically
isolated, in the middle of a hostile
region threatened by a sinister and
pernicious enemy in the form of
encroaching religious extremism.
With a population of four million,
Somaliland faces hard-line opposition
from wider Somalia, with population
of 10 million. Israel is perceived as

enemy to Arab world with an esti-
mated population of 400 million and
economic power of $2.5 trillion a year.
Somaliland and Israel face significant
opposition and near total rejection of
the 22 nations of the Arab world who
support the positions of Somalia and
Palestinian Arabs, respectively.

DESPITE OVERWHELMING
obstacles, both Somaliland and Israel
are beating the odds. Israel is ane of
the most developed nations in the
Middle East and the world, with per
capita annual income of $42k and
thriving and sophisticated industries,
Israell technology and corporations
are pioneers of advanced research and
development in the world, Although
Israel is situated in semi-desert land
that has little potential for agriculture,
they have reached 90% food security.

SOMALILAND, unrecognized

by most countries and with limited
foreign direct investment, has a flour-
ishing private sector economy, highly
advanced telecom, digital economy,
peace and stability and democratic
processes rare in Africa. It is the only

BROTHERS?

Muslim democracy in the horn of Af-
rica and maintains cordial diplomatic
relationships with Western powers
and African nations.

SOMALILAND NEEDS invest-
ment, technology and know-how. It
has an abundance of resources, such
as oil and gas, and strategic position-
ing that add to its geopolitical prow-
ess. As Israel warms up |ts relation-
ships with the Arab world and Africa,
and Somaliland can a potential ally
and friend that can fulfill a strategic
Israeli goal - a loyal Muslim ally in
the Red Sea region.

SOMALILAND NEEDS a strong
partner that has little to lose in main-
taining strong support with Hargelsa,
our capital. Alleged Russian interest
in establishing a military base in
Somaliland, albeit a potential positive
development, threatens Somaliland’s
close relationship with Washington
and the EU, thus Israel stands as a key
missing piece in Somaliland puzzle.

THE GOVERNMENT OF IS-
RAEL has shown interest in restor-

ing the de jure recognition it offered
to Somaliland in 1960, considering its
role in the geopolitics of the Red Sea
and the Horn. According to a local
source, Golisnews, Israell Foreign
Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor
has said his government is ready to
recognize Somaliland again. Similar
sentiment is shown in Somaliland,
where influential people, academics,
businessmen, civil society organiza-
tions and government officials are
overwhelmingly in support of a close
relationship with Tel Aviv,

THE WARM attitude toward Israel
is not new. M. Hajl Ibrahim Egal, the
first prime minister of Somaliland,
tirelessly solicited Israel's support,
addressing that very issue in a letter to
former Israeli prime minister Yitzhak
Rabin in 1995.

Given the status of both states and
their struggle for statehood and
recognition, it is high time Israel and
Somaliland renew their diplomatic
relationship and mutual cooperation.
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KANPUR BENE-ISRAEL SYNAGOUGE

As per ChatGPT there used to be a synagogue in Kanpur tied to its small Jewish community,
but there does not appear to be a functioning or accessible synagogue there today. The
Jewish heritage in the city is mainly historical rather than active.

Synagogue
Kanpur once had a Jewish synagogue (no longer standing now) serving the local community
during the early 19" and early 20" century.

The key to this synagogue is still preserved by a local Muslim family passed down for
generations.

Cemetery

While detailed formal documentation is scarce, there are anecdotal mentions and
suggestions from historical sources that a Jewish Cemetery or burial ground may have
existed connected to the community in and around Kanpur during the era when community
lived here.

22 Israeli Soldiers Died by Suicide in 2025,

the Highest Number in 15 Years

22 Israeli Soldiers Died by Suicide in 2025, the Highest Number in 15 Years - Israel News

According to IDF data, the
number of soldier suicides
in 2025 was second only to

2010's figure, the year after

Operation Cast Lead. Army

officials warn that the SR Sl caitis s

upcoming 'post-war' year d é ab’ hg e ,Ww pain SU:reis e

will be challenging for the nor h0P9|ess dcn::s;g:m - "0 hopelessness

mental health of military d e ess O S () idea Pproblems
Gablets a
personnel. No Bene-Israel pr - I w':"plw ;“‘"m""”:z,s
committed suicide. A aoun shame g cnige Prevent Problem Jhenging % “fear T
research is planned to g g § bronc y onolness §§ worred 0P
wam emovtions

investigate to reduce these
instances in the future.
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2026-01-01/ty-article/.premium/22-israeli-soldiers-died-by-suicide-in-2025-the-highest-number-in-15-years/0000019b-795f-d37f-abbf-fd5f1d9b0000

Indian Jewish Heritage Center (IJHC)
Rafi Bhonkar

The Indian Jewish Heritage Center (IJHC) that includes the Cochin Jewish Heritage Center,
and the Degel Menashe organizations (no Bene-Israel group is associated with them for
reasons explained before) is also a busy group that keeps arranging occasions related to
Indians. They go with functions arranged by Indian Embassy or festivals and exhibitions of
Bene-Menashe.

N9'N NU'0NQIN] NYWINN 12 NDNYN NN'MY,24 2025 1anyTa,X'Y 'wadl DID'0

[] it nvTinn %vn wnn xx¥na - nip'o

E& 1x> DO nidNN y'knn niimn: https://photos.app.goo.gl/GFoNnwUDRRV8CEod9
& NN NN D'WIN MY YW KT VORI 19X:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hAvrBkKvemXCQkgNCuM8xUfnzPfWsChS/view?usp=sh
aring

7w 712090 qT7 q10x¥n? D't JHC:

https://www.facebook.com/indianjews

Opening of the Bnei Menashe exhibition at the University of Haifa
December 24, 2025
Summary and Highlights

During their past leadership of Avner Medakar they had a ground breaking ceremony for
building a IJHC building in Navatim, when Avner had said that they need 40,000 NIS for
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https://www.facebook.com/indianjews

building the center of which 26,000 NIS has already been collected. Then he immigrated to
USA and no one has any new update on this matter.

It is also strange that few years ago when | wanted to become a member of IJHC, Ruth
Greenfeild told me to pay 250 NIS as standard fee to become a member, and then 100 NIS
every next year. Next year Rafi had become the leader, | told him that | wanted to pay fee of
100 NIS, he expressed surprised and said there was no fee to become a member. He said he
will talk to Ruth and return money wrongly taken for me. | am waiting for it still for almost a
year. | wish they return my money with interest. Please refund my payment 250 NIS and
donation | paid at the same time. This was when Siona Benjamin was visiting Israel.

Community Tu B’Shevat Malida
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Other Activates

We had informed all the groups to send their 2025 activities performed for the
betterment of the community. A few sent that we have published above. We also
know of some additional activities that we are summarizing below.

1. Sassoon Phansapurkar/BJP
e They keep taking action on the taxies idling in front of Worli Cemetery

e They are helping Alyris Peter in Nasiq cemetery case.

2. Kurla Prayer hall.
We were waiting for new pictures of the synagogue but they were not sent.

3. Worli Cemetery
Once again the Sion Charikar has repaired the hall kitchen and other parts

of the building and cleaning of the cemetery. We thank Sion and his family
for their kindness. He had promised me some pictures but | still don’t have
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BJP, Bene-Israel Leader

Sassoon Phansapurkar

Hitler

It has be noticed in Virar East on Virar Road, near Virar signal a
shop selling clothes, the name of the shop is Hitler. See above
pictures and the mobile number. Only the first number works.

In the past there was also a restaurant called Hitler and Elijah
Jacob got it changed. Also there was a movie Hitler for which
Indian Embassy apologies.

This matter was reported to BJP Bene-Israel leader Sassoon
Phanshapurkar. We are waiting an update on this matter from

S . Mob- 7769998
assoon 77699998

Taxi in Worli

Sassoon reported:

Yesterday dt. 21st October 2025, Mr. Joseph Samuel, Retd. BMC Officer and | went to Worli
Cemetery, Jilamata Nagar. We saw some Taxis and 1 tempo parked exactly in front of our
Cemetery Main Gate and some Taxi drivers along with some outsiders playing Rummy on the
common footpath near our gate. | went and requested them to remove the vehicles from
our main gate and also told those people you cannot play rummy on common footpaths.
Immediately they came to hit us and started giving bad words to our Community and Modi
government. One of the gundas went to hit Joseph Samuel and another mob of 8 to 10
people came to attack me but | warned them that if they touch us then they will have to face
consequences. They immediately went back as | lodged a complaint on No.100. Two police
vans reached on the spot and started their work but in the meantime all gundas ran away.
This morning, | lodged an on-line complaint against those culprits and at 11.00 am we both
reached Worli Police station and met Senior P. I. We gave some names of culprits and
immediately police came into action. | even called Traffic control room Worli and the Traffic
police came with towing van on our Cemetery spot and took strict action on all taxis parked
outside. | am trying my best to bring the taxi stand cancellation order from RTO office in a
couple of days for the benefit of our Community people. Heartfelt thanks to Joseph Samuel
and Srinivas our Cemetery Care taker.

Sassoon Samson Phansapurkar
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Siona Benjamin Art
New Children Books on
Jewish- Indian Heritage
“Books for Generations”

Book: | Am Hav isa sng’s story of love, hope & joy
by Freda Lewkowicz
illustrated by Siona Benjamin

To order:
https://www.amazon.com/Hava-Songs-Story-Love-
Hope/dp/1951365062/ref=sr 1 1?dchild=1&keywords=I+am+Hava&qid=1627651463&sr=8-1

The Blue Butterfly of Cochin is the story of the ancient
Jewish Indian community’s mass immigration to Israel in
the 1950s. We follow Leah as she struggles to come to
terms with leaving her beloved India and moving to the
newly-formed country of Israel. Accompanied by a
magical butterfly and through dream-like illustrations,
both Leah and the reader, are transported from the lush

Indian coastline to the awesome beauty of the Israeli
desert.

On A Chariot of Fire

A Chariot of Fire shares the origin of the Jewish
community in India-known as the Bene Israel.
Story by Erica Lyons

Art by Siona Benjamin



https://www.amazon.com/Hava-Songs-Story-Love-Hope/dp/1951365062/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+am+Hava&qid=1627651463&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hava-Songs-Story-Love-Hope/dp/1951365062/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+am+Hava&qid=1627651463&sr=8-1
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Jewish community members from Israel,
Mumbai to gather at Jewish Cemetery on bth

& Staff Reporter

"n"‘fa;‘;!h"’f{;ﬂm is set to witness a
St ing, whenmem-
bers of the lemmsr‘nunity from
Israel and Mumbai will assembleat the
Jewish Cemetery near Rani Tal to pay
homage to their ancestors, on January
5. Titled ‘Shalom Jabalpur’, the event
marks a deeply emotional moment for
thedwindling Jewish families of the city
and seeks to revive public awareness
about Jabalpur’srich multicultural past.

The Ranital cemetery, believed to
containover 26identifiable graves dat-
ing back to the 1920s, is the only doc-
umented Jewish cemetery in Central
India, covering Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Despite decades of neg-
lect and an ongoing legal dispute, the

outct B bythesus-
tained efforts of Dr Jagdish Gaur, aher-
itage-conscious citizen and husband
of Dr Ellen Gaur, a renowned gynecol-
ogistin Jabalpurwhowas borninto the
Jewish faith. Dr Gaur not only pursued
the legal battle but also personally
supervised repair and maintenance
work at the cemetery.

to ensure accuracy and inclusivity,

“Our aim is not only to restore the
cemetery physically but to rekindle its
spiritual and emotional resonance,”
said Verma, adding that descendants
across the world are being invited to
reconnect with their roots.

The heritage trail also highlights the
Judah Compound in Ghamapur, where

The event is being under

a col galow once func-

theste Daniel Abrak the

tionedas Asurviving trilin-

official keeper of the cemetery, with sup-
port from Jabalipuran, a local heritage
research col founded by Kovid

site has stood as a silent te tto
the Jewish community’s historical pres-
ence in the region.

Recently, I;;pSDM.Adh&ﬂBI affirmed
theJewish community’s historical claim
over the cemetery, directing that no
interference be permitted by contest-
ing parties. The order also authorised
local police to ensure p;e:;t:und Iml All-

yaccess,

Verma. As part of a long-term initia-
tive, Jabalipuran is compiling a com-
prehensive genealogical record of
Jabalpur's Jewish families, tracing
ancestral links to those buried at Ranital,
The project is being co-ordinated with
JewishGen, a New York-based global
Jewish genealogy database and with
Jewish stakeholders in India and Israel

gual plaque, ‘Sukkath Simha' (1921),
stands as a rare relic of that era.

‘Shalom Jabalpur' is envisioned as a
first step toward cemetery tourism,
"lllll)l'll)‘ h(‘”ng\? conservation,
and  strengthened  India-Israel
cultural ties, while spotlighting
the historic migration of the Bene Israel
community, many of whom con
tributed significantly to civil services,
education and the military during the
British period
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We hope the people attend this
meeting for Bene-Israel will update
the community what happened in this
meeting. We have no ideas who are
going there? Are the selling the
property? What is the agenda?

JTFGTST HTAT HTg T ok AT
dSHTH 3TEUT gcirel 0T da-
STU AT §&hId 1T gsel
ATeegel HHSTATT ATfgcl &cllel.
3TFGTeT Allgd ARl 61 dg oy
T3l 3Med? O ATHHAT [derd
3Ted ohI? ASISTHEY 1T 3TR?
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Yafet is an amazing person.
You will remember him
taking Safer Torah to India.
He is ever ready to help the
community. He is a very
devoted solider and

humble and kind. Yafet was
awarded for his community
service.

dedicated worker and always

Memorial Mason Mr.
Mohammed Islam Ansari
who designs, carves, and
creates graves at our
Worli cemetery for last
thirty years and before
that his father Yasin too
worked for 51 years in
Worli.

Islam honored on 15 Feb,
2026 for building the beautiful
memorial of Mr. Kehimkar.

Reshona Fine
who is doing
research on
Bene-Israel
community
visited Beth-El
synagogue on
15™ Jan 2026 and

performed her thanks
giving Malida along with
other five Malida’s. Her
son too attended the
Malida.
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Indian Embassy

There is a new “Diplomat” in town

-~

Ambassador of India to Israel

M. J.P. Singh
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The new Indian tiger in town, arrived as the movie “The Diplomat” was launched in Israel.
People fell in love with this new tiger for his performance as Indian Ambassador to
Pakistan and how bravely he rode the female victim to the border.

We, Bene-Israel community welcome’s Mr. J.P. Singh.

JOHN ABRAHAM
IN AND AS

THEDIPLO

https://web.whatsapp.com/ WHERE IS SHE? Bene-Israel Cat
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Deserted Whispers

Thank you to Samuel Talegaonkar and Sassoon Phansapurkar for this list of deserted Bene-
Israel deserted places.

There are approximately ten closed synagogues in Maharashtra. Eight of these are in Raigad
District, one each in Mumbai and Pune.

Ambepur Synagogue, Raigad District[19]

Beth El Ashtami Synagogue, Ashtami Village, Raigad District[20]
Beth El Rewdanda Synagogue, Rewdanda Village, Raigad District[21]
Beth Ha-Elohim Synagogue, Raigad District[22]

Hessed El Synagogue, Poyand, Raigad District[23]
Keneseth Israel Synagogue, Talley Ghosaley, Raigad District[24]
Orle Israel Synagogue, Nandgoan Mura, Raigad District[25]
Shaar Hathephilah Synagogue, Mhasla, Raigad District[26]
Rodef Shalom Synagogue, Byculla, Mumbai[27]

Beth Ha Elohim Synagogue. Pen Dist. Raigad.

What are we going to do about these? Cochin Jews take care of their property and so goes
Bagdadi properties.

In Bene-Israel groups that should take care of all these properties are all lame. Indian Jewish

Federation (IJF) is still not a registered body so their sayings do not matter when time comes.
The Indian Jewish Heritage (IJH) is still unknown who is leading it, as he is not offering proof

of his being Bene-Israel, so the who community doubts this group.

There is Raigad Jewish Association (RJD) that has lost its main leader and RJA too is not a
registered body. ORT is not an Indian body. Each running synagogue trustees takes care of
just themselves

So, none of the present body can take care of our deserted heritage. This calls for forming a
group of several Bene-Israel members under a title “Bene-Israel Deserted Property
Administration Committee” Members of our community who are willing to form this group,
register it, have elections every 3 years please contact shaniwarteli@gmail.com
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Kurla Pray Hall Disappointment

Kurla prayer hall was refurbished
with AC’s added.

However, we were very disappointed
with this committee. We had sent
them a request by email on Oct. 19,
2025 to Dr. Ashtamkar but we have
not received any reply.

Normally all other synagogues reply
promptly or just call the next day.

3 ») Pof 33 - TTUe For BT
KURLA BENE - ISR.\EL PRAYER HALL

SIENEEN BTl A SE Address all lotters to the Socretary
Together, let us preserve and beautify this sacred space for present and
future generations.

Kindly feel free to contact any of our committee members for any nasistance
if required. We will be more than happy to resolve your queries.

Mr. Isaac Shellim Shapurkar Hon. President | +91 9321044647
Dr. Joel Peres Ashtamkar | 1on. Secretary | +91 9820478179
Mr. Siyon Ephraim Awaskar | Hon. Treasurer | 91 8108042609
Mr. Alis Abraham Galsurkar | MC Member | <91 9820515425
Mr. Shimshon Abrabam Galsurkar | MC Member | +91 0323558794
Mr. Moscs Danicl Massi! | MC Member ‘ +91 9930548991
Mr. Moses Eliezer Dighorkas | MC Member | =01 9820549956

You can also contact us on our official Email I'd:

erhall@gmail.com

On behalf of Managing Commitice

With warm regards and gratitude,

Dr. Joel Peres Ashtamkar

Hon. Sec. Kurla Bene Israel Prayer Hall

Pg2of2

2 3T

L 5.6 Barve Marg, Je
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Epiyyut india 'TIn OI'D

Avichai Bastekeer

XY 2 1T NNIoN 'URIN 'Y - YouTube

Shalom from Avichai Bastekeer,
The link below leads to the largest existing collection of traditional Bene Israel songs in
Marathi.At present, this is the only publicly available collection of its kind.

We kindly ask you to share and publish this link so it can reach the entire community and
help preserve this unique musical heritage.

Anyone who knows additional songs and is interested in sharing them for learning and
preservation for future generations is invited to contact us via
WhatsApp at +972-54-304-6072 or by email at Bastekeer@gmail.com

Follow the link below to hear 58 wonderful Bene-Israel favorite songs.

- L B /‘) f" v
EI'i'y‘ahoo Hahjah_e*e'

Woolf Institute, Cambridge
XY 112 1 TIN NNIoON 'UXIN "Y'Y - YouTube

Avichai works alone on these projects with his wife and 5 small children. Please
support him with your donations as we do as he is doing an amazing job.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY-9VGdd9t10iSAgm7Hqeu6uoYgsosVbN
mailto:Bastekeer@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY-9VGdd9t10iSAgm7Hqeu6uoYgsosVbN
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Avichai Bastekeer also published this book of Bene-
Israel songs with each song having its own QR code to
scan to listine to the song, on the spot.

Order the book 50 Piyyutim for Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. Bene Israel srael version. (50 NIS
excluding shipping).

Phone / WhatApp: +972-54-304-6072

Email at Bastekeer@gmail.com

Link:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FvcfTYhrgYO3CMcdJOkHKP

Avner with his mother and five blessed children
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https://chat.whatsapp.com/FvcfTYhrqY03CMcdJ9kHKP

Shailee

Mary Chordekar (Editor)

| was pleasantly surprised when Editor | SyeaT framelear Tt HE AfSHT

of Shialee Mrs. Mary Chordecar s .
informed me that my article on Mr. FelT FHcbael hl T4 A

Haeem Samuel Kehimkar has received | ShigHe{ ATATTCG T Tl

an award. TR R 3T, Je&T Hell @Y

Mrs. Chordekar, so kindly sent me the | 3 STeTT.
“Shawl of respect” through Mrs. Rosy
Bhalkar whom | met and wish to say
thank you to her.

AAT TS AT T IHAT gT
“HoAToT ATl HAT HHA VST HTBRT

| the picture | am proudly wearing this {tlr X

shawl, not just for me but for our T ATEI AT YTSdell, Sl H

wonderful leader Mr. Haeem Samuel Al 30T AT YIdi, &3

Kehimkar. .

My Marathi is not great and it was

really Mrs. Mary Chordekar made the = )
article readable and worth for getting HI gl et 3,

an award. So really it is her Wmﬂlél ¥ T9edl
achievement. Thank you Mary! T IT
y y 33T A AT g HFGITA higHA

T,

ATS FAWSTTAT &THAT Bl dTeTelr
STTeY, 371707 YcTeTTd ol argsiy 371for
TR TRTATSr AT deTdelel HALT
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Elijah (Leo) Daniels Walwatkar

72 NV P TI'Y ' NN2a Shialee, 7w NOAIYA AWKRD NNyl NNIX] 'MNy9)
.09 727 An'nd M Y Ny

NN'RY RPN TN NN22 T "TI2) 7w 9RYT DR NIACTRA Y7 NN7W pTI'Y NNaa
NTIN N7 MI7 Ml 'nwan)

117w X791 201NN 1Y KPR MY 1 K7 ,NT 7RUN DR WIAY7 kA X mamna
2NN 7RIN0 D'RN N

N7 MMRNN DX ND9NYW IPTI'Y "IN NN2X NNXRA DITE,D7WIN 1R Y7¢ "ORINNAD
' NTIN N7 AW DT NNRA TR .019 N72177 KDL
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Mrs. Julie Guedj

Aaron Kolet
18 Jan 2026, 10 AM, Thane Synagogue
Mrs. Julie Guedj is coming to Bombay, to meet you all and to introduce "Netaim",
an educational organization. Home - NETAIM

Mrs. Gued;j is very eager to meet with all ORT India Ex-students (alumni) n all our
Community Members on this special occasion!

She is asking even those who will meet her before at the ORT Welcoming Party,
to come to this important event as well, as it is the HIGHLIGHT of her visit!!

On this event, she will also be inaugurating "Netaim", a new concept in our
community.

On the programmed
1. Malida for the opening ceremony
2. A very interesting discussion with you all from the Community, led by the
Netaim Delegation, which along with Mrs. Guedj, consists of a high-ranking
official from the Israeli Ministry of Education, another outstanding globaly
renowned orator, and one of Mrs. Guedj's daughters!

Lunch will be served.

Date: Sunday, January 18, 2026.Time: 10:00 AM Location: Thane Synagogue.
Looking forward to seeing you there for this very special n important event!
g

RSVP MUST by 3.1.26 to my WhatsApp: 98217 29340

Aaron Kolet: What is the future plans of Netaim Delegation in India?
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https://netaimolami.org/

Masale

Golan Charikar (who We Are | masale)

Mas'ala is a social movement founded by Indian and Mizrahi
social and cultural activists for the purpose of correction and
change in the fields of culture, education and society in Israel.
The activists are members of the second and third generations of
immigration, who act out of identity motivation, out of identity
motivation, out of recognition of cultural identity as a central
factor in organizing the public agenda and in the distribution of
resources in Israel.

Mas'ala members believe in a tolerant, egalitarian and
multicultural society, and work to promote this in all areas of

life.

These are mainly Israeli born children who have a feeling that the Indian
immigrants did not get a fair treatment (their parents) in Israel. They want to
correct it. They meet very often (see their website). Personally, | do not
understand what they are doing. It is too philosophical for me to understand.

67


https://www.masale.org.il/%D7%90%D7%95%D7%93%D7%95%D7%AA
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ARTRAT RS SGETS) sETEemsfier Heepd, fAgmor snfor & A&
gurRon oY e FRuarrd! RITUH dheteft Tk AT 9 r- 3

ﬁwwwﬁmaﬁa@mmmmeﬂaa
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T \\‘m%imamaﬁaﬁsﬂi'

\?N STRETAT SYS2T GoT=Hi=ar faRtena wRdargA wmaﬁa
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FHETHTS! et Wd: =1 il Qb ST a9k RuATHIS!
- YR 5g SATfOr SRR TT<ATdIe Heiel AT HRUATHTSN.

- & FETI A0 YRATd Far 5g Fgerieft @&y Fafor sea d wega
FHUTTHTS!.

Wi 7 : 050-4565609

éﬁa shrikeriya@gmail.com
@/ SIFGIT Facebook, Instagram STfOY Tik Tok &R WhITT eh=T

L
|

\A — # i

¢ ATTT: SHRCT SloH H&Helell Hel 3HTed ST I ded $H ARAT FIATTR AT
(I UTeTeh) SHIGAEY Ay qrTveh fAael Al d I g & seadrd.
d @Y aRaR Adrd (Srear d9drseal Ugl). dATFdenRedT, Aol HHId A6 & o
I I 3ed. Hell FASVIHS & U difcden 3Te.

68




Living in Israel

When we look at past 70 years, | do not think our Bene-Israel immigrants were ill-
treated. Ask them if they want to go back to India, no one will agree. They have
worked hard, earned their homes, cars, education, synagogue, whiskey, food, TV,
Movies with dignity.

So, | do not agree with the idea that Bene-Israel were mistreated in Israel. We all
built this country and gave our children fighting wars for this country. It is very
unfair to mislead people by any one. There may be a few cases, but this happens
to every community.

SIegT 3TYUT HTAMel bo TSRS TIgc, degl Hell 3H dled &TEr sl THTAT dal-
SIS JATelaY dlse dRIvE dhell el e, Il faaRT &I @ #RATd R SH
sToadTd &, X SIUfIEl HeAT gIVIR ATEL. Aiell Y9 Ageld holl, el R, IMSAT,

FEULST, Holl 3147 T 16l I SHHEN da-3sRIgerkil AT STl 3Te.
39U HeTeodlell BT SR 3T hell JHTTOT ATTAT Heliell IT SATHTST ofGT Sellell e,
IV GiehTlT IR CTehUl B e ATAhNe 315, HIeIddl HIel sl 31
T, I0T § Ycdsh THRM gid.

N7v 78W-11 DNANNNY QYN X7 IR ,NRNNRN 01D 70 2y 0'7On0on 11NnIxRwd
ITAY DN .00 X7 TNXR QX LITINT 2TNT D'¥IN DN OX DNIX 17X .Y ON' 1710
,22IND ,'70'1IN ,N01dN N ,0N7W J11'NN,0N'NIMIDN ,0N'N2 DX INYINN ,NYR
.TIA22 D'VIoN ,N'T1I70N

NN 1122 1713 .78 w2 y1 on' 1720 7XW-1aY |I'van DY D'D0N X7 IR LD
|AIN X7 TINN DT TN N2*TAN (VN7 NimN7na 0N7'07 2*17'2 nnairn N2 mn
NN D7 NI 0T 7A8 ,0MpNn NNnd W'Y DN LUTNR QX T 7V DYWIR NIYLNY
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Jewish Religious Union

Centennial

In November 25 2025 the Jewish Religious Union
completed 100 years in India. The original name of is
Jewish Reform Union. jewish reform movement - Search

As the Bene-Israel population were orthodox, the idea of reform synagogue may not have
been accepted in 1924 when there was strong movement to convince the Jewish Agency that
Bene-Israel population was Jewish. Still Mr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar was still not published.

Rodef Shalom Synagogue was on the third floor in Byculla. With liberal ideas of JRU the
youth of the community were attracted to the synagogue as the synagogue allowed male
and female members mixing. The JRU produced two major JRU Youth groups. Elijah Jacob
and me (Leo Daniels) were members of the second JRU Youth Group formed in 1980 to 1990.
Both Elijah and me found our partners in the JRU Youth group and so did many others.

In late "1992" and early "1993", because of the destruction of the fifteenth-century Babri
mosque in Ayodhya in India’s Uttar Pradesh State, Hindu-Muslim riots spread throughout
India. During this violence, this building containing Rodef Shalom was attacked.

Jew i botolsibrarg.con
s ? - < ",‘ > t'e"'A “' '

S
Remains of JRU and JRUYG premices that was once a cheerful place =

Was it riots or curse of strong Orthodox Jewish Commuity



https://www.bing.com/search?q=jewish+reform+movement&form=ANNTH1&refig=695807e5aec14bc884f5052b20632a64&pc=LCTS&pq=jewish+reform+&pqlth=14&assgl=22&sgcn=jewish+reform+movement&qs=MT&sgtpv=MT&smvpcn=0&swbcn=9&sctcn=0&sc=9-14&sp=1&ghc=0&cvid=695807e5aec14bc884f5052b20632a64&clckatsg=1&hsmssg=0

While not the focus of the outbreak, the prayer hall, which had not been a regularly-
functioning house of prayer for some years, was burned. Today the congregation is no longer
active. This plaque honors the history of the congregation and its deep commitment to
Jewish faith, practice, and education.

Elijah Jacob is keeping the JRU memories alive by having Shabbat Prayers and functions like
these holding in different place. Some times in ORT in Worli and other places. Elijah Jacob
lived just opposite to JRU and from his childhood he was involved with it. It is in his every
breath and | am sure he will eventually manage to rebuild JRU reform synagogue.

But some members (including girls) have told me that God wanted this synagogue destroyed.
Pay attention that no other synagogue was damaged in 90” s. Allowing women to handle
Torah in any state of her menstrual cycle, is wrong and this sin was committed at JRU. After
all these young members came from orthodox religious families.

Revdanda Synagogue pictures from 15t Feb, 2026
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RiEtlire of the Year 2025
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